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the importance of combining athletics, aca-
demics, and the significant role of teachers, 
parents, coaches, and community leaders in 
the educational processes. To enhance this vi-
sion, the Gary Chamber of Commerce chose 
David J. Johns, Executive Director for the 
White House Initiative on Educational Excel-
lence for African Americans, as a guest 
speaker for the corporate luncheon. This initia-
tive works with federal agencies and partners 
nationwide to improve the range of edu-
cational programs for African Americans. 
David is not only passionate about empow-
ering youth and conducting research to im-
prove the perception of African American 
males, he is also heavily committed to edu-
cational improvement in the African American 
community. Through his passion and tireless 
contributions to education, Mr. Johns has 
proven to be an extraordinary advocate and 
example to all youth and is an inspiration to us 
all. 

At this time, I would like to recognize the 
schools who participated in the Lakeshore 
Classic basketball tournament. These teams 
are dedicated to achieving academic excel-
lence and to demonstrating exceptional sports-
manship. The participating teams include the 
Gary West Side Lady Cougars, Gary West 
Side Cougars, John Marshall Lady Com-
mandos, John Marshall Commandos, East 
Chicago Central Cardinals, Thea Bowman Ea-
gles, Charles A. Tindley Tigers, and the Grif-
fith Panthers. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask you to join 
me in recognizing the Gary Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as the organizers and sponsors 
of the 9th annual Lakeshore Classic. Their 
leadership, enthusiasm, and dedication to our 
youth and Northwest Indiana is worthy of the 
highest praise. 
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RECOGNIZING PEACH TREE 
HEALTH ON ITS 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Peach Tree Health for its 25 
years of providing quality and affordable 
healthcare to medically underserved commu-
nities in the 3rd District of California. 

Peach Tree Health is a federally qualified 
health center and an independent non-profit 
corporation based in Marysville, California. It 
has successfully extended its services 
throughout three counties within the 3rd Dis-
trict without sacrificing its core values of com-
passion, integrity, excellence, and cooperation 
in providing care for almost 30,000 patients. 

In August, Peach Tree Health opened its 
first clinic in Sacramento County, launching a 
unique vision care service designed to maxi-
mize access to any child regardless of their 
family’s ability to pay. In 2017, Peach Tree 
Health will be opening a comprehensive Pedi-
atric Center in Yuba City, California, that will 
offer health and dental services. 

The Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices recently awarded Peach Tree Health a 
federal grant that will allow it to enhance its 
health information technology, further enhanc-
ing the quality of care it provides. 

Congratulations to Peach Tree Health on 
this important milestone and its continued 
work offering personalized health services at 
affordable rates. Its services are of great im-
portance to communities throughout the 3rd 
District and I look forward to working with 
them in the future. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF PICATINNY 
ARSENAL’S STEM PROGRAM 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics (STEM) education pro-
gram developed by the United States Army 
Armament Research, Development and Engi-
neering Center (ARDEC) at Picatinny Arsenal 
in New Jersey. 

This STEM Educational Outreach Program 
supports public and private schools, colleges 
and universities, and professional develop-
ment training throughout the state of New Jer-
sey. Participants of the program have the op-
portunity to visit with exceptional engineers 
and scientists in their laboratories, gain fund-
ing for their student robotics teams and spon-
sorship for student competitions, and benefit 
from the creation of new instructional mate-
rials. Approximately 200 Picatinny scientists 
and engineers have volunteered to support 
STEM education by making over 1000 class-
room visits, staffing over 100 educational field 
trips to Picatinny Arsenal’s laboratories, par-
ticipating in the annual ‘‘Introduce a Girl to En-
gineering’’ Open House, assisting nearly 800 
teachers, and inspiring 50,000 students in 
over 400 schools, including many throughout 
the 10th Congressional District of New Jersey. 

This program has been developed to inspire 
students and educators through fresh and 
stimulating classroom activities in all avenues 
of STEM education. It has been custom tai-
lored to meet the specific needs of individual 
schools using cutting edge technologies that 
are critical in order to compete in this current 
employment market. On behalf of the New 
Jersey youth, I am humbled to see such dedi-
cation from ARDEC’s staff and professionals 
who are dedicated to transferring their knowl-
edge of emerging technologies in STEM and 
look forward to the next generation of sci-
entists and engineers from NJ–10. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
MICHAEL SIMONOFF 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life of Michael Scott 
Simonoff—a beloved husband, father, and 
son—who passed away following a motorcycle 
accident on Wednesday, November 9, 2016. 

Michael was born in 1967 to Jerome and 
Carol Simonoff in New York and spent his 
formative years in Plainview, Long Island. He 
graduated from John F. Kennedy High School 
in 1985 and attended the University of Denver 

where he received a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Accounting and a CPA license. He went on to 
earn a law degree from Whittier Law School in 
Southern California in 1998. 

While Michael is recognized for his business 
acumen, he was also extraordinarily generous 
with his time and resources. He started his 
own firm, the Simonoff Group that provided of-
fice services, consulting, and bookkeeping to 
businesses. As a member of the California 
State Bar, Michael also used his legal exper-
tise to negotiate complex real estate deals. 

His ceaseless generosity is manifested in 
his final act of goodness. Michael donated his 
organs to ensure others in need could have 
the gift of life. His family hopes this beautiful 
gift will allow others to live their lives to the 
fullest and extend Michael’s free and beautiful 
spirit. 

Michael is survived by his wife, Elayne 
Howitt, and two sons, Joel Simonoff and Sam 
Simonoff and two stepsons Adam Howitt and 
Josh Howitt of Encino, California. He also 
leaves behind his parents Jerome and Carol 
Simonoff of Marina Del Rey, California, his 
brother Zachary Simonoff, sister-in-law Lisa 
Swenski of Lorain, Ohio, his sister Rachael 
Wexler, brother-in-law Eric Wexler as well as 
his niece Amanda Wexler and nephew Har-
rison (Harry) Wexler of Pacific Palisades, Cali-
fornia. He is survived by many good friends 
and extended family. 

A funeral was held for Michael on Sunday 
November 13, 2016 at the Mount Sinai Ceme-
tery. In the spirit of Michael’s generosity, the 
Simonoff family requested that in lieu of flow-
ers, donations be made to charities of their 
choice. I wish Michael’s family nothing but 
peace and solace as they mourn the loss of 
a cherished husband, father, and son. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in recognizing Mi-
chael Simonoff’s beautiful life. 

f 

HONORING THE LATE DR. LUNA 
ISAAC MISHOE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Luna Isaac Mishoe, former Presi-
dent of Delaware State College and a veteran 
of World War II. Revered as a mentor, guide, 
and instructor, Dr. Mishoe was a symbol of 
hope for many young African American indi-
viduals. 

One of America’s most distinguished mathe-
maticians and physicists, Dr. Mishoe was only 
the 17th African American in this country to 
earn a Ph.D. in Mathematics. Indeed, Dr. 
Mishoe was a very well educated man: he 
held a Bachelor of Science Degree in mathe-
matics and chemistry from Allen University, a 
Master of Science Degree in mathematics and 
physics from the University of Michigan, and a 
Doctor of Philosophy in mathematics from 
New York University, as well as a year of 
post-doctoral research in mathematics at Ox-
ford University. And, at the age of 63, while 
serving as President of Delaware State, Dr. 
Mishoe graduated once again, this time with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting and 
Business Administration, and a Master of 
Business Administration Degree from the 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. His tenacious desire to pursue his edu-
cation is truly inspiring. 
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At the age of 53, Dr. Mishoe accepted the 

role as president of Delaware State College, 
where he oversaw the overall growth and de-
velopment of the University. The school con-
tinued to expand under Dr. Mishoe’s 27-year 
tenure, and he saw to it that greater emphasis 
be placed on the development and improve-
ment of academic programs dedicated to the 
education of all people. Enrollment progres-
sively increased from 386 students in 1960 to 
2,327 in 1987. 

Dr. Mishoe’s phenomenal leadership gen-
erated an exemplary environment at DSU. 
Serving the second longest tenure, Dr. Mishoe 
was able to improve the physical infrastructure 
by completing the construction of Conwell Hall 
for men, Laws Hall for women, building of 
Business and Economics, and Evers Hall. 
Through his ability to create the first master’s 
degree program in Education Curriculum and 
Instruction in 1981, and later, establishing six 
other graduate degree programs, Dr. Mishoe 
upheld the University’s mission of integrating 
the highest standard of excellence. 

Prior to entering academia, Dr. Mishoe 
served in the Air Force during World War II. 
During this time of racial conflict, Dr. Mishoe 
fought battles abroad and for civil rights at 
home. It was recently determined by the Na-
tional Office of the Tuskegee Airmen that Dr. 
Mishoe is a documented Original Tuskegee 
Airman. He also served as a Special Consult-
ant for the Ballistics Research Laboratory at 
the U.S. Army Ordnance Proving Ground in 
Maryland, prior to taking the helm at DSC. 

Dr. Mishoe sadly passed away at the age of 
72 on January 18, 1989, and is remembered 
as a dynamic community leader by his family, 
friends, students, and the many people whose 
lives he touched. I am very pleased to honor 
his life and legacy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAGUAR TRACK CLUB 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the Jaguar Track 
Club, a competitive track program for youth 
ages 7–18 in South Orange, Maplewood, and 
surrounding communities in the 10th district of 
New Jersey. Founders Maurice and Daneen 
Cooper, Andrea Johnson, and Carl Lea held 
their first practice at Underhill Field in April 
1996 and have been serving the public ever 
since. 

The program’s motto is ‘‘train your body to 
lead, train your body to follow.’’ Not only are 
these young athletes exercising their bodies 
physically, but they are working their minds 
concurrently to become productive members 
of society. Each youth is trained to run sprint, 
middle, and long distances, as well as field 
events such as hurdles, shot put, discus, and 
long jump. However, the program also builds 
self-esteem, promotes physical fitness, teach-
es positive social skills, develops responsi-
bility, and requires maintenance of academic 
excellence. 

Over 2,000 athletes have gone through the 
Jaguar Track Club; many have continued their 
love for track in college and beyond. A num-
ber of the youth have achieved the distinction 
of All American, participated in Olympic trials, 

and even represented the United States in the 
Olympics. 

On December 28, 2016, the Jaguar Track 
Club will celebrate its 20th anniversary and 
the common bond shared of being a Jaguar. 
I am honored to recognize the athletes, par-
ents, and coaches that have all participated 
throughout these past two decades. Congratu-
lations once again to the Jaguar Track Club. 
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HONORING CARLO A. SCISSURA 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the tireless dedication of Brooklyn’s 
Carlo A. Scissura for his service to the com-
munity. 

For the last two decades, Carlo has devoted 
his life to public service. In 1999, Carlo was 
elected to Community School Board 20 where 
he served for five years. During his time on 
the board, Carlo worked closely with parents 
and teachers to fight for drug and alcohol 
abuse prevention programs. He was then ap-
pointed to the Community Education Council 
for district 20 where he served as President 
and Chairman of the Legislative Committee. 
Carlo was fundamental in having the School 
Construction Authority approve the largest 
capital construction plan for District 20. He has 
also served on the staffs of a local State Sen-
ator, Assemblyman, and Borough President. 

Since 2012, Carlo has served as President 
and CEO of the Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce. Under Carlo’s leadership, the Chamber 
has advocated fiercely for businesses and 
economic development in Brooklyn. In the last 
four years, the Chamber has launched mul-
tiple initiatives such as Explore Brooklyn, 
Brooklyn-Made, and Chamber on the Go. 
These programs have proven successful and 
beneficial to all businesses that call Kings 
County their home. The Chamber will be sad 
to see Carlo leave as his life takes a new turn 
down the path of success. 

Mr. Speaker, Carlo Scissura’s dedication to 
charity and improving his community is the es-
sence of the model New Yorker. I thank him, 
and the Chamber thanks him for his service, 
dedication, and all of his great work. I am 
proud to honor this great American from New 
York’s 11th District. 

f 

WITH THANKS FOR THE LIFE OF 
JUDGE DAVID A. KATZ 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
this season of thanksgiving when we are es-
pecially grateful for family and friends to pay 
tribute to one such friend, The Honorable 
David A. Katz. Judge Katz passed from this 
life during the summer on July 26, 2016. 

A justice with the United States District 
Court, Northern District of Ohio, Judge Katz 
was appointed by President Bill Clinton in 
1994 and had served on senior status since 
2005. His tenure was marked by strong juris-

prudence and included his tireless persever-
ance of a new federal courthouse in Toledo. A 
highly regarded and well respected jurist, the 
flags flew at half staff the day after his death 
to honor his public service. In issuing the 
order, chief judge for the Northern District of 
Ohio Solomon Oliver, Jr. summed up Judge 
Katz’ service most succinctly when he stated, 
‘‘Judge Katz’ contribution to our court has 
been immeasurable. He came to the court 
with a keen sense of fairness and a very large 
dose of common sense. He could always be 
counted on. He was highly respected by the 
lawyers in the community. Though he had 
many strengths, one of his greatest was his 
ability to resolve complex cases involving mul-
tiple parties. As Chief Judge, I often sought 
and received his wise counsel. Every judge on 
our court highly valued David’s friendship. We 
will all miss him greatly.’’ 

David Katz was born in Toledo to parents 
Ruth and Samuel Katz and raised in Findlay, 
Ohio. He married Joan Siegel in 1955. He 
graduated from Ohio State University’s Col-
lege of Law in 1957. He began private prac-
tice with the Toledo firm of Spengler 
Nathanson where he ably practiced until his 
judicial appointment. Strong in his faith and 
proud of his Jewish heritage, Judge Katz gave 
of his time and talents to the Toledo Jewish 
Community Foundation, where the David A. 
Katz Philanthropic Fund was established. 

Even with all of the public accolades, Judge 
Katz’ proudest and most important achieve-
ment was his family. A family man to his core, 
he cherished his wife, their children, grand-
children and great-granddaughter above all 
else. Though a public man and elder states-
man whose imprimatur is writ large through 
the decisions he rendered and his contribu-
tions to our community, his true legacy is 
given to his family. As his family and friends 
remember Judge David A. Katz in thanks-
giving for his life, we recall the words in the 
poem by Sylvan Kamens & Rabbi Jack 
Riemer, entitled We Remember Them. 
At the rising sun and at its going down; We 

remember them. 
At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of 

winter; We remember them. 
At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth 

of spring; We remember them. 
At the blueness of the skies and in the 

warmth of summer; We remember 
them. 

At the rustling of the leaves and in the beau-
ty of the autumn; We remember them. 

At the beginning of the year and when it 
ends; We remember them. 

As long as we live, they too will live, for 
they are now a part of us as We remem-
ber them. 

When we are weary and in need of strength; 
We remember them. 

When we are lost and sick at heart; We re-
member them. 

When we have decisions that are difficult to 
make; We remember them. 

When we have joy we crave to share; We re-
member them. 

When we have achievements that are based 
on theirs; We remember them. 

For as long as we live, they too will live, for 
they are now a part of us as, We re-
member them. 
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