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Fuel Bank backed by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) in order to ensure the
stability of civil nuclear energy use worldwide.
As a nonpermanent member of the UN Secu-
rity Council, President Nazarbayev has relent-
lessly pursued the cause of nuclear disar-
mament.

Kazakhstan is also on the road to becoming
a regional hub for sustainable economic activ-
ity in Central Asia. lts New Silk Road Initiative,
the “Bright Path” stimulus plan, and the 2050
Strategy each mark President Nazarbayev’s
commitment to developing transportation and
telecommunications infrastructure and his
commitment to diversifying Kazakhstan’s over-
all economy. Relatedly, Kazakhstan will host
an International Exposition in 2017 that aims
to create a global discourse among states,
NGOs, and corporations about ensuring sus-
tainable access to energy while reducing car-
bon emissions. These promising strides in
economic development will not only help the
Kazakh people, but will benefit American com-
panies doing business in Kazakhstan.

Mr. Speaker, | once again want to congratu-
late President Nazarbayev and the Kazakh
people on the joyous occasion of their twenty
fifth anniversary of independence, and | look
forward to a continued, strong and resilient
friendship between our two countries.

——
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Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, each No-
vember we celebrate the contributions of First
Americans with National Native American Her-
itage Month. The people of the 567 diverse,
federally recognized tribal nations—including
the 11 Ojibwe and Dakota nations in Min-
nesota—play a complex and vital role in our
nation’s history, and make our communities
and our country stronger today.

Despite centuries of violent discrimination
and abusive policies, our country’s Native
American cultures and nations have endured.
Tribal governments and Native communities
have made monumental progress. Our federal
trust relationship with tribal nations has grown
stronger in the current era of self-governance
among Native American tribes—a proud ac-
complishment that will continue to require the
federal government’s full and respectful en-
gagement.

As a co-chair of the Congressional Native
American Caucus and the Ranking Member of
the Interior-Environment Appropriations Sub-
committee, | have had the honor to meet with
hundreds of tribal leaders to discuss the
needs of Indian Country. Working together, we
have succeeded in making substantial
progress on education, health, and criminal
justice issues through measures like the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act, increased
funding for the Bureau of Indian Education,
and special tribal jurisdiction in domestic vio-
lence cases.

Despite these concrete steps, we have
much more work to do to address disparities,
invest in Indian Country, and create more op-
portunities for all Native Americans—espe-
cially Native youth. As we honor the achieve-
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ments and resilience of our First Americans, |
pledge to continue working to ensure that our
Native American brothers and sisters have
every opportunity to succeed.
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize John Shirey as he retires after over
44 years of public service. As his loved ones,
friends, and colleagues celebrate his deco-
rated career, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating his work as Sacramento’s City
Manager.

John earned his Bachelor of Science degree
in industrial engineering at Purdue University
and then completed his Master's degree in
public administration at the University of
Southern California. He served diligently as
the Assistant City Manager of City of Long
Beach, starting a long career of public service
in California. For a few years he served as
City Manager of Cincinnati, Ohio. After return-
ing to California, John began his time as Ex-
ecutive Director of the California Redevelop-
ment Association, an organization responsible
for over 350 redevelopment agencies. Con-
sistent with his dedication to the public good,
John dedicated nine years to urban redevelop-
ment, and thereafter became the City Man-
ager of Sacramento in September of 2011.
During his tenure as City Manager, Mr. Shirey
has balanced not only an annual budget that
nears $900 million, but also a work force of
around 4,100 employees. His expertise and
knowledge have served the city well, and he
will be missed.

Mr. Shirey played a pivotal role in keeping
our Sacramento Kings where they belong,
which is in California’s capital city. His motiva-
tion and drive were integral to the construction
of the Golden 1 Center, which is a jewel in
Sacramento’s downtown that will drive eco-
nomic development and commerce for dec-
ades to come. John has also made a con-
tinual effort to support the homeless in Sac-
ramento. His hard work and integrity have
helped make Sacramento a better place.

Mr. Speaker, as John and his family,
friends, and colleagues gather to celebrate his
retirement, | ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing him the best in retirement and thank-
ing him for his contributions to the Sacramento
region.

—————
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a respected
community leader and outstanding citizen,
Frank Johnson. Sadly, Mr. Johnson passed
away on Sunday, November 20, 2016. Funeral
services were held on Saturday, November
26, 2016.

Frank Johnson served our nation honorably
among the ranks of the first black Marines,
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known as the Montford Point Marines because
they received basic training at the segregated
Montford Point Base adjacent to Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina. Mr. Johnson later
worked at Robins Air Force Base until he re-
tired.

Although Mr. Johnson fought to protect our
cherished freedoms and liberties, he did not
benefit from all those freedoms and liberties
for he did not have the right to vote due to the
color of his skin. This inspired Mr. Johnson to
join the march over the Edmund Pettus Bridge
in Selma, Alabama on March 7, 1965. When
the group of protesters reached the other side
of the bridge, they were brutally attacked by
police, giving the historic day the name
“Bloody Sunday.”

Frank Johnson'’s life was about helping peo-
ple. He was known as the “mayor” of Macon’s
Unionville neighborhood for his efforts to revi-
talize the area and improve the quality of life
for its residents. He was involved in the
Unionville  Improvement Association and
helped with community clean-ups. Mr. John-
son wanted a recreation center for Unionville’s
young people to enjoy. He got that and
more—a recreation center was opened on
Mercer University Drive on the site where he
grew up playing and it was named after him.
The Frank Johnson Community Center is cur-
rently undergoing renovations and will reopen
soon.

Mr. Johnson devoted decades of service to
the people of Macon through his meaningful
contribution of energy, love, and genuine pas-
sion. He was an honorable human being who
loved deeply and, in return, was deeply loved.
Frank Johnson is survived by his wife of 62
years, Dorothy, and his daughter, Cheryl.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” Frank Johnson is one such great
soul, who served humanity in a special way.
Each day he graced the people around him
with an enthusiastic sincerity of presence. His
impression on this earth extends beyond him-
self to the very wellbeing of the Macon com-
munity, and for it he will be remembered by
the community for time to come.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 730,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District salute Frank John-
son for his dedicated service and exceptional
impact on Macon, Georgia. | ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
join us in extending our deepest sympathies to
Mr. Johnson’s family, friends and loved ones
during this difficult time. We pray that they will
be consoled and comforted by an abiding faith
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and
months ahead.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO BRANCH OF THE
NAACP’S CENTENNIAL CELEBRA-
TION
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Sacramento branch of the
NAACP as they celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary. The NAACP’s time-honored chapter in
Sacramento has been a leader in the difficult
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