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Whereas preterm births can be prevented
through evidence-based public health pro-
grams, including through the reduction of
risk factors, such as tobacco use and early
elective deliveries, and the promotion of
healthy timing and spacing of pregnancy:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes November 2016 as
Prematurity Month’’;

(2) supports efforts in the United States,
and recognizes efforts abroad, to—

(A) reduce the impact of preterm births by
improving maternal health; and

(B) advance the care and treatment of in-
fants who are born preterm; and

(3) honors individuals working in the
United States and internationally to reduce
the number of preterm births.

“World

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  625—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS, ACTIVI-

TIES, AND IDEALS OF WORLD
PREMATURITY DAY

Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
ISAKSON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 625

Whereas, according to the World Health
Organization, complications from preterm
birth are the world’s leading killer of chil-
dren younger than 5 years of age;

Whereas preterm birth is a global problem,
exacting a harsh toll on families from all
parts of society in every country;

Whereas, in 2015, complications from
preterm birth accounted for 1,000,000 deaths
of children younger than 5 years of age
worldwide;

Whereas there are stark inequalities with
respect to the survival rates of preterm ba-
bies born around the world;

Whereas up to 75 percent of deaths result-
ing from preterm birth worldwide could be
prevented through proven low-cost interven-
tions;

Whereas countries can improve maternal
health and the survival rate of babies born
prematurely by making strategic invest-
ments in health care systems to ensure ac-
cess to—

(1) high quality prenatal and postnatal
care;

(2) quality childbirth services;

(3) emergency obstetric care; and

(4) comprehensive care for
newborns;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, premature
birth is the leading contributor to infant
death in the United States and poses the risk
of lifelong health problems for babies who
survive;

Whereas, while the preterm birth rate in
the United States decreased from a peak of
12.8 percent in 2006 to 9.6 percent in 2015, the
rate remains too high;

Whereas many communities in the United
States experience significant racial and eth-
nic disparities in preterm birth rates;

Whereas, in 2005, the Institute of Medicine
estimated that the annual societal economic
cost associated with preterm birth in the
United States was $26,200,000,000; and

Whereas preterm births can be prevented
through evidence-based public health pro-
grams, including through the reduction of
risk factors, such as tobacco use and early
elective deliveries: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes November 17, 2016, as ‘““World
Prematurity Day’’;

(2) supports efforts in the United States,
and recognizes efforts abroad, to—

affected
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(A) reduce the impact of preterm births by
improving maternal health; and

(B) advance the care and treatment of in-
fants who are born preterm; and

(3) honors individuals working in the
United States and internationally to reduce
the number of preterm births.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 626—RECOG-
NIZING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MD AN-
DERSON CANCER CENTER IN
HOUSTON, TEXAS

Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
CRUZ) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 626

Whereas the University of Texas MD An-
derson Cancer Center (referred to in this pre-
amble as “MD Anderson Cancer Center’’) has
provided continuous health services for 75
years;

Whereas the Texas legislature established
MD Anderson Cancer Center in 1941 as part of
the University of Texas system with an ap-
propriation of $500,000 and a matching fund-
ing grant from the MD Anderson Foundation
to build a cancer hospital and research cen-
ter;

Whereas MD Anderson Cancer Center is 1
of the original 3 comprehensive cancer cen-
ters in the United States that was estab-
lished by the National Cancer Act of 1971
(Public Law 92-216);

Whereas as of November 2016, MD Anderson
Cancer Center is 1 of the largest and most re-
spected centers devoted exclusively to can-
cer patient care, research, education, and
prevention in the world;

Whereas the mission of MD Anderson Can-
cer Center—

(1) is to eliminate cancer in Texas, the
United States, and the world through excep-
tional programs that integrate patient care,
research, and prevention; and

(2) includes education for undergraduate
and graduate student trainees, professionals,
employees, and the public;

Whereas MD Anderson Cancer Center is
dedicated to embracing the 3 core values of
caring, integrity, and discovery;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of Texans
have received quality medical care from MD
Anderson Cancer Center during its 75 years
of service;

Whereas MD Anderson Cancer Center has
invested hundreds of millions of dollars to-
wards scientific breakthroughs in the fight
against cancer, including nearly $800,000,000
in fiscal year 2015;

Whereas MD Anderson Cancer Center is
home to the largest cancer clinical trial pro-
gram in the world, with more than 9,400 pa-
tients participating in almost 1,200 clinical
trials;

Whereas MD Anderson has educated tens of
thousands of health professionals, including
physicians, scientists, nurses, and allied
health professionals during its 756 years of
service;

Whereas MD Anderson has employed tens
of thousands of hardworking individuals who
have devoted their lives to the care, concern,
and healing of patients;

Whereas the commitment of MD Anderson
Cancer Center to individuals who have
served in the United States military earned
MD Anderson Cancer Center a place on the
2015 Best for Vets employer list;

Whereas MD Anderson Cancer Center—

(1) was ranked number 1 for cancer care in
the survey of best hospitals published in U.S.
News and World Report in 2016; and
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(2) has been named 1 of the top 2 cancer
centers in the United States every year since
that survey began in 1990; and

Whereas the nursing program at MD An-
derson Cancer Center holds the American
Nurses Credentialing Center’s Magnet Nurs-
ing Services Recognition status, which rec-
ognizes health care organizations for quality
patient care, nursing excellence, and innova-
tions in professional nursing practice: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter in Houston, Texas; and

(2) commends MD Anderson Cancer Center
and its employees for providing quality care
to hundreds of thousands of patients over the
last 75 years.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 57—HONORING IN PRAISE
AND REMEMBRANCE THE EX-

TRAORDINARY LIFE, STEADY
LEADERSHIP, AND REMARK-
ABLE, T70-YEAR REIGN OF KING

BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ OF THAI-
LAND

Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
FLAKE, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. GARDNER)
submitted the following concurrent
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. CON. RES. 57

Whereas His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej enjoyed a special relationship
with the United States, having been born in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1927 while his
father was completing his medical studies at
Harvard University;

Whereas King Bhumibol Adulyadej as-
cended to the throne on June 9, 1946, and
celebrated his 70th year as King of Thailand
in 2016;

Whereas, at the time of his death, King
Bhumibol Adulyadej was the longest-serving
head of state in the world and the longest-
reigning monarch in the history of Thailand;

Whereas His Majesty dedicated his life to
the well-being of the Thai people and the
sustainable development of Thailand;

Whereas His Majesty led by example and
virtue with the interest of the people at
heart, earning His Majesty the deep rev-
erence of the Thai people and the respect of
people around the world;

Whereas His Majesty reached out to the
poorest and most vulnerable people of Thai-
land, regardless of their status, ethnicity, or
religion, listened to their problems, and em-
powered them to take their lives into their
own hands;

Whereas, in 2006, His Majesty received the
first United Nations Human Development
Award, recognizing him as the ‘“Development
King”’ for the extraordinary contribution of
His Majesty to human development;

Whereas His Majesty was recognized inter-
nationally in the areas of intellectual prop-
erty, innovation, and creativity, and in 2006,
the World Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion presented His Majesty with the Global
Leadership Award;

Whereas His Majesty was an anchor of
peace and stability for Thailand during the
turbulent decades of the Cold War;

Whereas His Majesty was always a trusted
friend of the United States in advancing a
strong and enduring alliance and partnership
between the United States and Thailand;

Whereas His Majesty addressed a joint ses-
sion of Congress on June 29, 1960, during
which His Majesty reaffirmed the strong
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