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friendship and good will between the United
States and Thailand;

Whereas the United States and Thailand
remain strong security allies, as memorial-
ized in the Southeast Asia Collective Defense
Treaty (commonly known as the ‘‘Manila
Pact of 1954°°) and later expanded under the
Thanat-Rusk Communique of 1962;

Whereas, for decades, Thailand has hosted
the annual Cobra Gold military exercises,
the largest multilateral exercises in Asia, to
improve regional defense cooperation;

Whereas Thailand has allowed the Armed
Forces of the United States to use the
Utapao Air Base to coordinate international
humanitarian relief efforts;

Whereas President George W. Bush des-
ignated Thailand as a major non-NATO ally
on December 30, 2003;

Whereas close cooperation and mutual sac-
rifices in the face of common threats have
bound the United States and Thailand to-
gether and established a firm foundation for
the advancement of a mutually beneficial re-
lationship; and

Whereas, on October 13, 2016, at the age of
88, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
passed away, leaving behind a lasting legacy
for Thailand: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) honors the extraordinary life, steady
leadership, and remarkable, 70-year reign of
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of
Thailand;

(2) extends our deepest sympathies to the
members of the Royal Family and to the
people of Thailand in their bereavement; and

(3) celebrates the alliance and friendship
between Thailand and the United States that
reflects common interests, a 183-year diplo-
matic history, and a multifaceted partner-
ship that has contributed to peace, stability,
and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region.

——

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
have five requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on November 30, 2016, at 2:30
p.m., in room SR-253 of the Russell
Senate Office Building to conduct a
Subcommittee hearing entitled ‘‘The
Dawn of Artificial Intelligence.”

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on November 30, 2016, at 10 a.m.,
in room SD-215 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on November 30, 2016, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Initial Observations of the New Lead-
ership at the U.S. Border Patrol.”
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on November
30, 2016, at 3 p.m., in room SH-219 of the
Hart Senate Office Building.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on November 30, 2016, in
room SD-562 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“Trust Betrayed: Fi-
nancial Abuse of Older Americans by
Guardians and Others in Power.”

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Dr. Laura
Willing, a health fellow in my office, be
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the calendar year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL URBAN SEARCH AND
RESCUE RESPONSE SYSTEM ACT
OF 2016

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 578, S. 2971.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2971) to authorize the National
Urban Search and Rescue Response System.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment, as
follows:

(The part of the bill intended to be
stricken is shown in boldface brackets
and the part of the bill intended to be
inserted is shown in italics.)

S. 2971

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Urban Search and Rescue Response System
Act of 2016”.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE
RESPONSE SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title IIT of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5141 et seq.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 327. NATIONAL URBAN SEARCH AND RES-
CUE RESPONSE SYSTEM.

‘“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions shall apply:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency.

‘“(2) AGENCY.—The term °‘Agency’ means
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy.
“(3) HAzZARD.—The term ‘hazard’ has the
meaning given the term in section 602.

‘(4) NONEMPLOYEE SYSTEM MEMBER.—The
term ‘nonemployee System member’ means
a System member not employed by a spon-
soring agency or participating agency.
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“(5) PARTICIPATING AGENCY.—The term
‘participating agency’ means a State or local
government, nonprofit organization, or pri-
vate organization that has executed an
agreement with a sponsoring agency to par-
ticipate in the System.

‘‘(6) SPONSORING AGENCY.—The term ‘spon-
soring agency’ means a State or local gov-
ernment that is the sponsor of a task force
designated by the Administrator to partici-
pate in the System.

“(7) SYSTEM.—The term ‘System’ means
the National Urban Search and Rescue Re-
sponse System to be administered under this
section.

‘(8) SYSTEM MEMBER.—The term ‘System
member’ means an individual who is not a
full-time employee of the Federal Govern-
ment and who serves on a task force or on a
System management or other technical
team.

‘“(9) TASK FORCE.—The term ‘task force’
means an urban search and rescue team des-
ignated by the Administrator to participate
in the System.

“(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to the
requirements of this section, the Adminis-
trator shall continue to administer the
emergency response system known as the
National Urban Search and Rescue Response
System.

‘“(¢c) FUNCTIONS.—In administering the Sys-
tem, the Administrator shall provide for a
national network of standardized search and
rescue resources to assist States and local
governments in responding to hazards.

“(d) TASK FORCES.—

D DESIGNATION.—The Administrator
shall designate task forces to participate in
the System. The Administration shall deter-
mine the criteria for such participation.

‘(2) SPONSORING AGENCIES.—Each task
force shall have a sponsoring agency. The
Administrator shall enter into an agreement
with the sponsoring agency with respect to
the participation of each task force in the
System.

¢“(3) COMPOSITION.—

‘““(A) PARTICIPATING AGENCIES.—A task
force may include, at the discretion of the
sponsoring agency, 1 or more participating
agencies. The sponsoring agency shall enter
into an agreement with each participating
agency with respect to the participation of
the participating agency on the task force.

‘“(B) OTHER INDIVIDUALS.—A task force may
also include, at the discretion of the spon-
soring agency, other individuals not other-
wise associated with the sponsoring agency
or a participating agency. The sponsoring
agency of a task force may enter into a sepa-
rate agreement with each such individual
with respect to the participation of the indi-
vidual on the task force.

‘‘(e) MANAGEMENT AND TECHNICAL TEAMS.—
The Administrator shall maintain such man-
agement teams and other technical teams as
the Administrator determines are necessary
to administer the System.

“(f) APPOINTMENT OF SYSTEM MEMBERS
INTO FEDERAL SERVICE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
appoint a System member into Federal serv-
ice for a period of service to provide for the
participation of the System member in exer-
cises, preincident staging, major disaster and
emergency response activities, and training
events sponsored or sanctioned by the Ad-
ministrator.

‘(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN CIVIL
SERVICE LAWS.—The Administrator may
make appointments under paragraph (1)
without regard to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing appointments
in the competitive service.

*“(3) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER AUTHORITIES.—
The authority of the Administrator to make
appointments under this subsection shall not
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