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sought employment in the Brooklyn Navy Yard
and had the pleasure to work on the USS Mis-
souri. As he continued working and living in
the United States, Anthony applied for U.S.
citizenship and became a naturalized citizen in
1943.

During World War I, he applied for military
service, but unfortunately he lost most of his
hearing in his left ear due to a diving accident
he suffered from, and was unable to serve.
Anthony still wanted to contribute to the coun-
try in whatever way possible, so he volun-
teered for civilian duty as an Air Raid Warden
and served in this position until the end of the
war. Air Raid Wardens were vital in ensuring
the safety of everyone in the neighborhood
and he did not take his role lightly. He re-
turned to Malta in 1948, met the love of his
life, and returned to the United States to start
their new life together.

Anthony’s exemplary life of service was mo-
tivated and fueled by his love of God, family,
and country. He was a humble man who lived
on a modest income and was very proud of
his service as an Air Raid Warden. The serv-
ice these dedicated civilians provided was vital
in keeping civilians safe. It is important we ac-
knowledge people like Anthony, who dedi-
cated their services to a nation in need during
a time of war. In honor and memory of An-
thony Xuereb and all who served, and con-
tinue to serve, our great nation, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize his devotion
to our country.

————

SUPPORT OF H.R. 4665, THE OUT-
DOOR RECREATION JOBS AND
ECONOMIC IMPACT ACT

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 5, 2016

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 4665, the Outdoor Recreation
Jobs and Economic Impact Act, introduced by
my friend from Virginia, Congressman BEYER.
| am proud to be a cosponsor of this legisla-
tion to highlight the importance of the outdoor
recreation economy.

In Oregon, we know how important the out-
door industry is to our economy. Northwest
Oregon businesses like Keen, Columbia
Sportswear, and Nike have thrived and
brought thousands of jobs to our communities.
Surveys conducted by the Outdoor Industry
Association in 2012 show that, in my home
state, the industry contributes 141,000 direct
jobs, $4.0 billion in wages and salaries, and
$12.8 billion in consumer spending annually.
Nationwide, outdoor recreation generates
$646 billion in consumer spending every year.

The climbers, hikers, hunters, and anglers
who are passionate about the outdoors spend
time and money in hotels, campgrounds, res-
taurants, and stores in nearby communities,
providing an economic boost for local econo-
mies. They also purchase necessary attire,
gear, and footwear from innovative businesses
to help them reach the summit, catch fish, and
enjoy our nation’s natural treasures.

| am proud to support the Outdoor Recre-
ation Jobs and Economic Impact Act.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO NATHANIEL
JONES ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 5, 2016

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor an outstanding educator,
Superintendent Nathaniel Jones of the Metro-
politan School District of Pike Township. Su-
perintendent Jones is retiring after 43 years of
exceptional service to students and the com-
munity. The people of the Fifth Congressional
District of Indiana are forever grateful for Su-
perintendent Jones’ contributions and commit-
ment to the students of the Pike Township
School District and to our Hoosier community.

Superintendent Jones is an Indianapolis na-
tive. He received his formal education from the
Indianapolis Public School (IPS) system. After
graduating high school Superintendent Jones
went to Indiana University where he pursued
his interest in education. Upon completion of
his B.S. in Elementary Education, he returned
to IPS where he taught elementary school as
well as adult education classes for five years.
He returned to IUPUI to earn his M.S. in Edu-
cation as well as an Administrative Certificate.
In 1978, Superintendent Jones was named
Assistant Principal to John Strange Elemen-
tary School of the Metropolitan School District
of Washington Township, and shortly there-
after in 1980 he was named Principal of Dela-
ware Trail Elementary, at age 27, making him
one of the youngest principals in the state of
Indiana. He served the Washington Township
School system in a variety of positions over 25
years; he served Washington Township as
Principal, Director of Elementary Education,
and as Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum
and Instruction. His leadership proved truly
transformational as every school he led as
Principal attained state and national recogni-
tion for academic achievement. In 1982, he
earned his Education Specialist Degree in
School Administration from Indiana University,
Bloomington and in 1994 his Superintendent
Certification. In 2003, he became the first Afri-
can American to accept the role of Super-
intendent for the Metropolitan School District
of Pike Township and the first African Amer-
ican IPS graduate to be a Superintendent in
the state of Indiana.

Superintendent Jones has been instru-
mental in creating positive change in each of
the school systems he has served. Pike High
School in particular has made monumental
strides under Superintendent Jones’ leader-
ship. Pike High School has one of the most
successful pre-collegiate programs in Indiana
with over 85 percent of students attending
post-secondary institutions upon graduating
from high school and has a graduation rate of
over 91 percent. In 2005, the Standard &
Poor’s ratings recognized Pike High School for
significantly narrowing the Black-white and
Hispanic-white achievement gaps. During Su-
perintendent Jones’ tenure the number of
scholarships and grants received by Pike stu-
dents has grown tremendously. Pike High
School boasts the highest number of Gates
Scholars in Indiana. Superintendent Jones
also implemented the STEM Center and
spearheaded major construction and renova-
tion of many facilities, and earned over $75
million in Federal Competitive Grants from
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2005 through 2015. Superintendent Jones’
tireless efforts to seek educational grants and
funding opportunities helped in part to create
the Youth CareerConnect program. This pro-
gram offers work-based learning opportunities
that teaches students marketable and useful
STEM skills empowering students in future
learning as well as career opportunities.
Through the collaboration of Superintendent
Jones’ visionary leadership, the help of a sup-
portive board, dedicated administrators, ex-
traordinary teachers, and engaged parents,
Pike Township schools have become a more
positive learning environment where student
achievement continues to soar.

Throughout his career Superintendent Jones
has received numerous awards that recognize
the accomplishments and contributions he has
made to education in our community. From In-
diana University he received two “Distin-
guished Alumni Awards”. In 1996, he earned
the Milken Award, which aims to grant funds
to accomplished mid-career educators. He re-
ceived the Achiever Award from the Center for
Leadership, is a recipient of a Sagamore of
the Wabash Award, has received a Congres-
sional Salute, and he received two District of
Distinction awards. He was selected as one of
the 100 top administrators in North America by
the “Executive Educator” and has received
over 60 local, state, and national awards for
his leadership and innovative approach to
educating students, teachers, and the commu-
nity. His award winning work is well regarded
not only from these institutions but from his
peers and fellow educators. He has been in-
vited to conduct and participate in numerous
conferences throughout the United States. In
addition, he is a lifetime member of the
NAACP and in 2011 he was featured in the
“Education Executive Publication” as a Trend-
setter, and in a Who’s Who in “Black Indian-
apolis”.

Superintendent Jones continues to serve
the community through his roles on numerous
boards. He currently sits on the Board of Di-
rectors for American Heart Association, he
was the Chair for National Council on Edu-
cating Black Children Conference in 2015, and
he was the Board Chairman for Conner Prairie
in 2011. In 2008, he served on the Indianap-
olis Marion-County Public Library Board of Di-
rectors and the Teachers’ Treasures Board of
Directors. He was the coordinator for the Lilly
Initiative supported by the Lilly Endowment in
2000 through 2003. He was on the State Advi-
sory Committee on Textbook Adoption in 2001
through 2003.

| am proud to thank Superintendent Jones
for his service in helping the students of Pike
Township graduate from high school with the
essential skills necessary to be confident, cre-
ative, productive, and prosperous in college,
careers, and life. He has always put the needs
of students first throughout his educational ca-
reer and truly enriched the lives of so many.
He takes great pride in addressing the indi-
vidual needs of the children he serves. Super-
intendent Jones never overlooked the fact that
his students come to him from a variety of
backgrounds, possessing individual gifts, tal-
ents, challenges and dreams. On behalf of all
Hoosiers and the nation, I'd like to congratu-
late Superintendent Nathaniel Jones on his
success and wish him, his wife Cynthia, two
children, and their families all the best as Su-
perintendent Jones enjoys a well-deserved re-
tirement.
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