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midshipmen during their annual exercise in the
Pacific as well as encouraging the U.S. and
Taiwan to work together to engage in senior
military leader exchanges. These will help
build our bilateral relationship and provide op-
portunities for mutual exchange of information
and training. This relationship will continue to
be a critical asset for U.S. engagement in the
region. We also seek to clarify and document
aerial and maritime freedom of navigation op-
erations in the South China Sea. This require-
ment tasks the Navy and Air Force with re-
porting quarterly on important details per-
taining to individual operations which are
meant to challenge claims to disputed islands
in the region and ensure freedom of naviga-
tion for all vessels and aircraft. Additionally,
this report expresses a Sense of Congress in
support of trilateral cooperation between the
United States, Japan, and South Korea. Japan
and South Korea are important American al-
lies in the region and have taken steps to re-
build their bilateral relationship, which the U.S.
must continue to encourage and foster. As we
continue a unified approach to countering nu-
clear proliferation in North Korea, as well as
deterring and destroying threats emanating
from the unstable regime, there are opportuni-
ties to leverage the Guam National Guard in
defense of the homeland. Building on discus-
sions | have had with senior Army leaders, the
bill report encourages the Department of the
Army and the National Guard Bureau to en-
sure that there are resources made available
in the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget to integrate
the Guam Army National Guard into the secu-
rity force mission for the THAAD deployed to
Guam. Not only does this mission fit perfectly
into the Total Force integration for which the
Army has been an advocate, it contributes to
Active and Reserve Component readiness,
and enables the National Guard to utilize their
capabilities for the homeland defense mission.

The bill also continues to promote invasive
specific prevention and management and re-
gional biosecurity issues and complements ap-
propriations legislation for the Department of
Agriculture and the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration which require brief-
ing on the Regional Biosecurity Plan on rec-
ommendations that will minimize the harmful
ecological, social, cultural, and economic im-
pacts of invasive species. This will encourage
the Department of Defense and other federal
agencies to make progress on implementation
of high priority proposals contained within the
Plan.

Finally, this bill provides critical funding for a
number of Department of Defense programs
that are important to Guam, the Asia-Pacific
rebalance, and our broader national security
interests. We provide critical funding to the
Long Range Strike Bomber program and addi-
tional funding to keep the fielding of the MQ—
4 program on track. There is also $15 million
in additional funding for the Readiness and
Environmental Protection Integration Program.
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Though there needs to be greater allocation of
resources for critical programs such as the
National Guard State Partnership Program
and the Naval Sea Cadet Corps, we were able
to protect the President's Budget Request.
However, these programs and their significant
return on investment merit greater funding
contributions.

———
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the Original Gospel Singers of Seale, Ala-
bama.

For over 40 years, this family has been
spreading the gospel through their musical tal-
ents. What started as a duet in 1965, grew to
be on television for their first debut on the
“Home with Rozell Show” on WRBL in 1969.

The group has traveled to several states
and participated in many benefit programs to
give back to their community. In 2014, the
Russell County Commission dedicated a por-
tion of roadway from Highway 169 South to
Uchee Road as the “Original Caldwell Gospel
Singers” Road.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
four decades of music by this special group.

———————

RECOGNIZING MARS, INCOR-
PORATED AND THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ITS WACO, TEXAS
PRODUCTION FACILITY
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Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mars, Incorporated and the 40th An-
niversary of its Waco, Texas production facil-
ity.

As a family-owned business since its found-
ing in 1911, Mars has been a leading example
of corporate responsibility practices that ben-
efit the communities in which it operates.
Guided by five core principles—Quality, Re-
sponsibility, Mutuality, Efficiency, and Free-
dom—NMars has had a positive social and eco-
nomic impact on many communities within the
Seventeenth Congressional District of Texas.

Since 1976, when Mars opened the doors of
its facility in Waco the company has provided
sustainable economic growth for our commu-
nity. As such, the Waco facility currently em-
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ploys over 550 full time associates, providing
reliable jobs for many citizens in the District.
The facility is responsible for producing both
Mars Chocolate and Wrigley products, includ-
ing Snickers, Skittles Candies, and Starburst
Fruit Chews. In October, Mars announced its
intent to combine its Chocolate and Wrigley
segments to create Mars Wrigley Confec-
tionery, which will help the company continue
to deliver value to customers around the
world.

In addition to its commitment to producing
high quality products for its consumers, the
Waco facility has sought to create an environ-
ment that is mutually beneficial to the local
community. For example, the Waco facility
promotes sustainability and environmental effi-
ciency through the use of a Wetlands Waste-
water Treatment Facility, saving three to five
million gallons of water each year. The facility
also uses locally sourced peanuts in its Snick-
ers bars, and it sponsors the annual Waco
Wild West Century Bike Tour to raise money
for the American Red Cross. In recognition of
its outstanding commitment to diversity and
unity in the workplace, the Waco facility re-
cently received the Model of Unity Award from
the Community Race Relations Coalition.

On behalf of the Seventeenth Congressional
District and the State of Texas, | am pleased
to celebrate this important milestone with
Mars’ Waco facility, and | thank Mars for its
continued dedication to our community.

As | close, | ask everyone to continue pray-
ing for our country, and for our military and
first responders who selflessly serve and sac-
rifice to protect us.

—————

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, De-
cember 6, 2016 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.
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