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Sioux. Appropriately enough, these
people call themselves water protec-
tors. Native Americans from all over
America, politicians from all over
America, entertainers from all over
America, and other celebrities were
some of the water protectors, and we
must recognize the more than 2,000 vet-
erans who traveled to Standing Rock
from across America to protect the
protestors from violence.

It is also important to note that
speech after speech and demonstration
after demonstration were peaceful. All
the leaders of this demonstration said
time after time after time that it
would be peaceful, and it has been. The
only aggression has not been from the
Indians but from those people who are
pushing the pipeline.

It is no surprise that many of these
veterans are Native Americans because
American Indians serve in our Nation’s
Armed Forces in greater numbers per
capita than any other ethnic group.
Going back to World War II, of course,
the great Ira Hayes, who was made fa-
mous by Johnny Cash—they have a
long history of serving in all of our
wars and stepping forward.

I am gratified at the strength of the
Standing Rock Sioux. Their ancestral
burial grounds will remain protected
and their water clean.

I thank President Obama and his ad-
ministration and the Army Corps of
Engineers for their action. This victory
was the culmination of months and
months of analysis and deliberation. I
appreciate the conclusion reached.

But everyone should know that this
fight isn’t over. We know from long ex-
perience that our decisionmakers keel
over for fossil fuel interests. We must
remain vigilant. My only hope is that
the Trump administration will not
undo the justice the Native Americans
have finally received. All of us must
support the Standing Rock Sioux and
help them protect their history and
their land and their water.

As one aside, many decades ago I was
the Lieutenant Governor of the State
of Nevada, and we had our Lieutenant
Governors’ conference in Oklahoma. It
was a wonderful week that we spent in
Oklahoma. One of the highlights of
that trip was an education that I re-
ceived one night of a—I assume it is
still going on; I don’t know—a wonder-
ful pageant that took place in a place
that I believe is called Tahlequah—I
believe that was the name of the
place—where in such detail and in such
magnificence was described how Okla-
homa has so many Native Americans
who came from Florida. It was a won-
derful story. I was very impressed with
the Native Americans whom I met and
have met since that time in Oklahoma.
And a memento I was given there in
Oklahoma—frankly, someone stole it
from me, but each one of us, each Lieu-
tenant Governor, was given a little
painting by a famous Oklahoman—at
the time, at least—whose time was
Tiger. I don’t know what his real name
was, but he was a famous artist. It was
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a beautiful Indian scene he had paint-
ed. We all got one. It was an original.
I am sorry someone took it out of my
office. But I have fond memories of
that convention in Oklahoma where I
learned so much about the people of
Oklahoma.

Some of us in the West have had over
the years kind of a negative impression
of Oklahoma—the Okies coming into
California, all of these uneducated peo-
ple causing trouble—but that was a
wonderful trip to Oklahoma. I was ter-
ribly impressed at the time and have
always been impressed with the people
of Oklahoma.

Just a little aside here: I have had
some good fortune at being able to leg-
islate things here in Washington. One
of the things that can be looked at as
good or bad—and maybe I won’t get a
lot of pats on the back for this with the
new administration—but a Senator
from Oklahoma and I did some very
good work. The Congressional Review
Act was Reid-Nichols legislation. That
was hard to do, but what it basically
said is if there is a regulation promul-
gated by an administration, we as a
Congress have an opportunity to look
it over again to determine if, in fact,
we have the ability, with enough folks,
to overturn that regulation.

So, again, as the Presiding Officer is
from Oklahoma, I want him to under-
stand my affection for the State of
Oklahoma and the people of Oklahoma.
I have had some difficult tussles with
people from Oklahoma over the years.
There is no better example of that than
Dr. Coburn. But having said that, I
have never found more of a gentleman
than Dr. Coburn. Even though we dis-
agreed on some policy issues, he was
always a gentleman and I have appre-
ciated the things I learned from him.

I yield the floor.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————————

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION,
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the House mes-
sage to accompany H.R. 34, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

House message to accompany H.R. 34, an
act to authorize and strengthen the tsunami
detection, forecast, warning, research, and
mitigation program of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill.

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill, with McConnell amend-
ment No. 5117, to change the enactment date.

McConnell amendment No. 5118 (to amend-
ment No. 5117), of a perfecting nature.
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McConnell motion to refer the message of
the House on the bill to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with instructions, McConnell amendment
No. 5119, to change the enactment date.

McConnell amendment No. 5120 (to the in-
structions (amendment No. 5119) of the mo-
tion to refer), of a perfecting nature.

McConnell amendment No. 5121 (to amend-
ment No. 5120), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

REMEMBERING JAMES TANCILL LYONS

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Jim Lyons, a
longtime staffer on Capitol Hill—my
staffer—and a fixture in tax policy here
in DC, who passed away on September
29 of this year.

James Tancill Lyons was born on
March 7, 1973, to Stephen and Ann
Lyons, both natives of the DC-Virginia
area with longstanding ties to the local
community. Growing up in Springfield,
VA, Jim was an accomplished athlete,
excelling in both baseball and basket-
ball. Oddly, for a sports fan in the DC
area, his favorite football team was the
Dallas Cowboys—a decision he made
consciously because his older brother,
Stephen, was a big Redskins fan.

Jim was also a great student, eventu-
ally graduating summa cum laude from
James Madison University. He went to
law school at the University of Texas,
where he made the Editing Committee
of the Texas Journal of Business Law
and won a scholarship for being the
best tax law student in his class after
pulling the top grade in his business as-
sociations, income tax, international
tax, corporate tax, and estate and gift
tax classes.

After law school, he earned a clerk-
ship at the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals and then got a job working for
Cleary Gottlieb, one of the finest law
firms in the country. Of course, you
would never guess any of this if you
knew Jim. While he was always an in-
credibly wvaluable and often brilliant
attorney and congressional staffer, he
talked about his college and law school
days as though he spent most of his
time having fun and just barely skat-
ing by. That, of course, was vintage
Jim Lyons—incredibly outgoing but
unbelievably humble.

Jim could have a long conversation
with anyone about pretty much any-
thing, but he was never one to spend
all that much time touting his own ac-
complishments. Make no mistake, Jim
Lyons was very accomplished. After his
time at the law firm in New York, Jim
made his way to the House Ways and
Means Committee, and, following a
brief subsequent and successful stint at
the Department of Justice, he was
hired by Chairman CHUCK GRASSLEY to
serve as tax counsel on the Senate Fi-
nance Committee.

In his 8 years on the Finance Com-
mittee, he made a mark on every major
tax bill, not to mention a number of
debt and budget deals that went
through the Senate, including many
tax-extenders bills, some of which he
seemed to be able to cobble together
singlehandedly.
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