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readiness at their bases and could suffer the 
consequences of rising seas and stronger 
storms. It isn’t a partisan issue for our intel-
ligence community, who just this year re-
leased a report detailing the implications of 
climate change for U.S. national security: 
threats to the stability of fragile nations, 
heightened social and political tensions, ris-
ing food prices, increased risks to human 
health, and more. 

It isn’t a partisan issue for mayors from 
New Orleans to Miami, who are already 
working hard to manage sunny-day floods 
and stronger storm surges caused by climate 
change. It isn’t partisan for liberal and con-
servative business leaders alike who are in-
vesting unprecedented amounts of money 
into renewables, voluntarily committing to 
reduce their own emissions, and even holding 
their supply chains accountable to their 
overall carbon footprint. 

And there’s nothing partisan about climate 
change for the world scientists who are near 
unanimous in their conclusion that climate 
change is real, it is happening, human beings 
for the most part are causing it, and we will 
have increasing catastrophic impacts on our 
way of life if we don’t take the dramatic 
steps necessary to reduce the carbon foot-
print of our civilization. 

Now, whether we are able to meet this mo-
ment is a big test—probably as big a test of 
courage and vision as you’ll ever find. Every 
nation has a responsibility to do its part if 
we are going to pass that test—and only 
those nations who step up and respond to 
this threat can legitimately lay claim to a 
mantle of global leadership. That’s a fact. 

More than his love of Marrakech, Winston 
Churchill was known for his hard-nosed in-
sight and the way that he expressed it. He 
once argued, tellingly: ‘‘It’s not always 
enough that we do our best; sometimes we 
have to do what is required.’’ 

We know today what is required. And with 
all of the real-world evidence, with all of the 
peer-reviewed science, with all of the plain 
just old common sense, there isn’t anyone 
who can credibly argue otherwise. So we 
have to continue this fight, my friends. We 
have to continue to defy expectations. We 
have to continue to accelerate the global 
transition to a clean energy economy. And 
we have to continue to hold one another ac-
countable for the choices that our nations 
makes. 

Earlier this year, on Earth Day, I had the 
great privilege of signing the Paris Agree-
ment on behalf of President Obama and the 
United States. It was a special day. And be-
cause my daughter lives in New York, I in-
vited her to join me at the UN. She surprised 
me by bringing my 2-year-old granddaughter, 
Isabelle, along as well. 

And that morning, I had been thinking 
about the history that had brought us to 
that day. I thought about the first Earth 
Day in 1970 that I mentioned earlier, when I 
joined with millions of Americans in teach- 
ins to educate the public about the environ-
mental challenges we faced. I thought about 
the first UN climate conference in Rio, 
which is actually where I met my wife Te-
resa, and I thought of the urgency that we 
all felt way back then in 1992. And of course, 
I thought about that December night at Le 
Bourget, when it seemed—for the first time— 
that the world had finally found the path 
forward. 

But as I sat and I played with my grand-
daughter, waiting for my turn to go out and 
sign the Agreement, I thought, not of the 
past, but I thought of the future. Her future. 
The world her children would one day in-
herit. 

And when it was time for me to go up on 
that stage, I scooped her up and I brought 
her out with me. I wanted to share that mo-
ment with her. And I’ll never forget it. 

But to my surprise, people responded to 
her presence that day, and since then so 
many people have said to me, they’ve con-
veyed to me how that moment conveyed 
something special and moved them. They 
told me they thought of their own children, 
their own grandchildren. They thought of 
the future. They were reminded of the 
stakes. 

Ladies and gentlemen, here in Marrakech, 
in the next hours, let us make clear to the 
world that we will always remember the 
stakes. Let us stand firm in support of the 
goals that we set in Paris and recommit our-
selves to double our efforts to meet them. 
Let us say that when it comes to climate 
change, we will commit not just to doing our 
best, but as Winston Churchill admonished, 
we will do what is required. 

I look forward to working with you in this 
important work for whatever number of 
years ahead I have a chance to. Thank you. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CARDINAL JOSEPH 
WILLIAM TOBIN 

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize Archbishop 
Joseph William Tobin of Indianapolis 
on his recent elevation to cardinal by 
Pope Francis and for his extraordinary 
service to Indiana. As a leader in our 
State, Cardinal Tobin has dem-
onstrated his lifelong, faith-filled com-
mitment to serving others and giving a 
voice to the voiceless. 

Born in Detroit, MI, Cardinal Tobin 
is the eldest of Joseph W. Tobin and 
Marie Terese Kerwin’s 13 children. 
From an early age, it was apparent to 
his family that he was intellectually 
and spiritually gifted and wanted to 
use those talents by becoming a priest. 
Cardinal Tobin’s family instilled in 
him the importance of faith and fam-
ily, and he pursued the priesthood with 
purpose and determination. He re-
ceived a bachelor of arts in philosophy 
from Holy Redeemer College in Water-
ford, WI, and a masters in religious 
education, as well as a masters in di-
vinity from Mount Saint Alphonsus 
Seminary in Esopus, NY. 

Cardinal Tobin professed first vows 
as a Redemptorist missionary on Au-
gust 5, 1973, and he was ordained to the 
priesthood on June 1, 1978. Over the 
next 12 years, Cardinal Tobin served 
communities in the Midwest, including 
in his hometown of Detroit and in Chi-
cago. He then was elected general 
consultor to the Superior General of 
the Redemptorists and moved to Rome, 
Italy. During his 21 years in Italy, he 
was recognized for his efforts to pro-
mote dialogue and resolve tensions be-
tween the Vatican and U.S. nuns. He 
was elected and reelected as superior 
general and later named archbishop by 
Pope Benedict XVI, as well as sec-
retary of the Congregation for Insti-
tutes of Consecrated Life and Societies 
of Apostolic Life on August 2, 2010. 
Soon thereafter, he was ordained to the 
episcopacy on October 9, 2010, and ap-
proximately 2 years later, he was 
named Metropolitan Archbishop of In-
dianapolis. 

For 4 years, the Indianapolis arch-
diocese benefited greatly from Cardinal 

Tobin’s leadership. His commitment to 
serving those in the greatest need and 
his tireless dedication to sharing the 
teachings of the Catholic Church with 
the people of central and southern Indi-
ana have benefited countless Hoosiers. 

Pope Francis announced Archbishop 
Tobin’s selection as cardinal on Octo-
ber 9, 2016, from the steps of St. Peter’s 
Basilica in the Vatican. Less than a 
month later, the Pope selected him to 
lead the archdiocese of Newark, NJ, 
which serves 1.5 million Catholics and 
is among the 10 largest dioceses in the 
country. 

Outside of the church, Cardinal Tobin 
has dedicated himself to various orga-
nizations including the Canon Law So-
ciety of America and the North Amer-
ican Orthodox-Catholic Theological 
Consultation. He also is a member of 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, USCCB, subcommittee on the 
Church in Africa and a consultant to 
the committee on ecumenical and 
interreligious affairs. 

On behalf of Hoosiers, I congratulate 
Cardinal Tobin and thank him for 
blessing us with his leadership. Let us 
honor Cardinal Tobin for his selfless 
commitment to serving his fellow citi-
zens of the world and steadfast efforts 
to make Indiana and the world a better 
place. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL WADE E. WIEGEL 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a moment to recog-
nize Lt. Col. Wade E. Wiegel for his 22 
years of service in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. Wade is a native of Iowa, and I 
am proud to say that I nominated him 
for the U.S. Naval Academy in 1990. In 
May 1994, he earned a bachelor of 
science degree in mechanical engineer-
ing and reported to the Marine Corps’ 
The Basic School. From there he com-
pleted flight training and was des-
ignated a naval aviator in March 1997. 
He deployed aboard the USS Enterprise 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Wade later served as the commanding 
officer for the VMFA–122 ‘‘Crusaders’’ 
and forward deployed the squadron for 
6 months into the Pacific Theater in 
support of theater security cooperation 
activities with Japan, South Korea, 
and the Philippines. After graduating 
from the National War College, he 
served as a military adviser in the Of-
fice of the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Policy. Most recently, Wade has 
served in the Office of Legislative Af-
fairs as a congressional affairs officer. 
His personal decorations include the 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
Meritorious Service Medal with Gold 
Star, the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, and the Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal with 
Gold Star. 

As he prepares to retire from the Ma-
rine Corps, I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank him for his service 
to our country and to wish him well in 
his future endeavors. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:31 Dec 06, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G05DE6.032 S05DEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-22T13:55:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




