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already worked things out in her favor. She
never lost faith through her circumstances, be-
cause she appreciated the simple fact that she
could see and breathe each day. The Bible
says, “From the fullness of his grace we have
all received one blessing after another” John
1:16. This scripture, she believes, gives her
good reason to give all glory and praises to
God.

She will finish her senior year in high school
with honors and attend the University of
Southern Mississippi, majoring in Kinesiology
and pursuing a career as a Physical Therapist.
She is determined to go above and beyond to
reach her goals and continue to walk in a
positive direction.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Verkilya Eleshia Hogan, an
unsung hero, for her dedication to the commu-
nity.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 FAIRFAX
COUNTY VOLUNTEER SERVICE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2016

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize Volunteer Fairfax and ex-
press my sincere appreciation to recipients of
the 24th Annual Fairfax County Volunteer
Service Awards.

Established more than 40 years ago, Volun-
teer Fairfax matches the skills and interests of
thousands of volunteers with the needs of
local non-profit organizations. The success of
this model and its impact on delivery of need-
ed services is beyond question; Volunteer
Fairfax has been rated as one of the most ef-
fective community service organizations in the
nation.

Last year alone, over 23,000 individuals vol-
unteered directly through Volunteer Fairfax; an
additional 2,547 employees volunteered
through their employers BusinessLink program
and the value of volunteer services provided
exceeded $2 million.

Each year from this group of extraordinary
“Doers Who Do,” Volunteer Fairfax selects a
few exceptional individuals, groups, or organi-
zations to be honored. It is my great pleasure
to include the following names of the 2016
Fairfax County Volunteer Service Awards hon-
orees:

Community Champions:

Braddock District: Jim Bertolini.

Dranesville District: Kathleen Murphy.

Hunter Mill District: Jeff Anderson.

Lee District: Linda Waller.

Mason District: Diane Kilbourne.

Mount Vernon District: Ron Fitzsimmons.

Providence District: The Greater Merrifield
Business Association.

Springfield District:
Lynch.

Sully District: Gary Flather.

At-Large: Gary A. Ambrose.

Adult Volunteer 250 Hours & Over: Kathy
Hertz.

Adult Volunteer 250 Hours & Under: Michele
Duell.

Adult Volunteer Group: Girls on the Run of
NOVA Coaches.

Corporate Volunteer Program: Excella Con-
sulting.

George and Estella
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Fairfax County Volunteer: Fred Pitman.

Fairfax County Volunteer Program: Fairfax
County Public Library.

Family Volunteer: Hegland Family.

Intégrate Group: Fairfax County Juvenile
Court Volunteer Interpreter Program.

Intégrate Individual: Juan Hernandez.

Lifetime Achievement: Alan Schuman.

Rising Star: Jeff Ye.

Senior Volunteer: Les Esmond.

Volunteer Program: Marshall High School
FBLA.

Youth Volunteer: Eunice Kwarteng.

Youth Volunteer Group: Stony Brook Junior
Volunteers.

In addition, Benchmark Honors will be
awarded in four different categories to com-
mend those who have contributed 100, 250,
500, or 1,000 hours of volunteer time to our
community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in commending Volunteer Fairfax for its
decades of outstanding community service. |
congratulate the recipients of the 2016 Fairfax
County Volunteer Service Award and thank
them and the thousands of other local volun-
teers for their incredible contributions to our
community. Their selfless dedication is worthy
of our highest praise and is one reason that
our community is often ranked as one of the
best places in the country to live, work, and
raise a family.

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION,
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 30, 2016

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the 21st Century Cures Act
and to congratulate my friends Chairman FRED
UPTON and Congresswoman DIANA DEGETTE
for their tireless work on this crucial legislation.

Specifically | would like to discuss Section
3037 of the Act which is modeled after my leg-
islation, H.R. 2452 which would amend the
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to facili-
tate better dissemination of health care eco-
nomic information. This provision serves an
important public health purpose—namely, en-
suring payors and other population health de-
cision-makers have relevant data to assist
them in making informed decisions on behalf
of patients.

Relevant scientific information such as that
related to quality of life, cost-effectiveness,
and treatment outcomes can inform coverage
decisions and improve healthcare costs and
patient outcomes. By requiring only that such
information relates to an approved indication,
and by making other changes, this section
broadens the scope of information that can be
communicated without being considered false
or misleading.

In particular, the omission of the word “di-
rectly” from the requirement in existing law
that information be “directly related” to an ap-
proved indication means that information that
is consistent with an approved use, but not in
the labeling itself, falls within the scope of in-
formation that can be communicated to payors
and other population health decision-makers.

This provision ensures that information pro-
viding valuable insight regarding new medi-
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cines can be appropriately communicated
under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act, and | thank Chairman UPTON for its ulti-
mate inclusion in this package.

————

HONORING SERGEANT GREG
RAMONI

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Sergeant Greg Ramoni for his
service to his country and community. A
Scottsburg, Indiana native, Ramoni served in
the United States Army for eight and a half
years. He completed several tours in Bosnia,
Kosovo, and Afghanistan. While in Bosnia,
Sgt. Ramoni’s unit received word that their
tour had been extended through Christmas,
and they would be missing the holidays with
their families. While on patrol, Sgt. Ramoni
spotted a Christmas tree growing on the side
of a mountain. Intent on alleviating his sol-
dier's homesickness, he stopped, chopped the
tree down, and dragged it back to the convoy.
His troops watched in dismay—the mountain-
side was littered with landmines. Sgt. Ramoni
safely brought the tree back to base, and they
celebrated Christmas together. Sgt. Ramoni’s
dedication to his soldiers and mission earned
him, among others, the Army Achievement
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, and
the Army Superior Award. He also earned rec-
ognition for his leadership of President George
W. Bush’s personal security detail.

Sgt. Ramoni continues to enrich the lives of
those in his community by serving with numer-
ous boards and organizations like the Scott
County Arts Council, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and Kiwanis. He serves as the Director
of Emergency Communications, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Emergency Management Agency for
Scott County, and Reservist for the Indiana
National Guard. He established a local Com-
munity Emergency Response Team (CERT),
which aims to educate citizens about disaster
preparedness. Sgt. Ramoni is a pillar of his
community, and a devoted husband and fa-
ther.

———————

HONORING THE MS. THERESA A.
MANUEL

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2016

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of an extraordinary
Tampa resident and Olympian, Theresa A.
Manuel. While Ms. Manuel competed inter-
nationally in track and field, her undying com-
mitment to students at home as a teacher and
coach may have had an even greater impact
on the hearts of my neighbors across the
Tampa Bay area.

Despite growing up during segregation, The-
resa Manuel persevered through adversity to
become the first African-American woman
from Florida to compete in the Olympic
Games.

Ms. Manuel was born in 1926 in Port
Tampa City, Florida. As a young woman, she
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