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discharged from the Army on October
23, 1953. He received a National Defense
Service Medal, the Army Good Conduct
Medal, the United Nations Service
Medal, and the Korean Service Medal,
with two Bronze Stars for his service.
Mr. Rothstein took great pride in his
service to our country and requested to
be buried with his military medals. He
received a military funeral at the Sinai
Chapel in Fresh Meadows, Queens.

After being discharged from the war,
Mr. Rothstein brought his work ethic
to Local Union 3 IBEW and the New
York Hotel Trades Council as an elec-
trician. Anyone would be proud to
know someone as dedicated to their
community as Leonard.

Mr. Rothstein has been described as
an unassuming, Kkindhearted person
who rarely had a bad thing to say
about anyone. He traveled with his
wife, Gus, to every State in the Nation
by bus, train, or plane since they didn’t
drive. Mr. Rothstein was beloved by his
family, and is survived by his wife, his
sister, his two sons, his five grand-
children, and great grandson.

I am happy to stand here today as
Mr. Rothstein’s representative to ex-
press my gratitude for his bravery in
service and his hard work as a union
member. I urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing one of our Nation’s
veterans, and offering condolences to
his family during this time.

————

CONGRATULATING GENERAL JIM
MATTIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful that President-
elect Donald Trump has made another
excellent appointment in selecting
General Jim Mattis to serve as Sec-
retary of Defense to rebuild our mili-
tary.

A recent article in The Wall Street
Journal notes, ‘‘General Mattis has
seen the cost of wars enough to want to
deter them, but he also knows that if
you fight them you need to do so with
the force and will to win.”

President-elect Trump stated that
General Jim Mattis is ‘‘the closest
thing to General George Patton that
we have.”

The recent service of General Mattis
in the Middle East makes him uniquely
qualified to address threats to service-
members overseas and American fami-
lies here at home. With General Mattis
serving as Secretary of Defense, our
military will continue to be the best
fighting force in the world, our men
and women in uniform will be sup-
ported, and our military families will
be protected. As a 31-year veteran and
the grateful dad of four sons who have
served overseas in the global war on
terrorism, I am confident that our goal
of peace through strength will be
achieved under the leadership of Gen-
eral Jim Mattis.
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In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES IS STILL BARACK OBAMA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. McDERMOTT) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
just got a call from a reporter about a
tweet, which the President-elect has
made, canceling the contract with The
Boeing Company and the Federal Gov-
ernment to build Air Force One. Now,
the last time I looked, I think that the
President of the United States is still
Barack Obama. He will be President of
this country until the 20th of January.

What we have right now is a Presi-
dent-elect running around the world
with his tweet bar making statements
that are disruptive and distractive for
the American public. He calls Taiwan
and raises questions about our rela-
tionship with China as though he were
the Secretary of State, but he has not
even found anyone to do that job. He
should be in the transition office fig-
uring out how he makes a smooth tran-
sition of the American Government
from the efficiently run government of
Mr. Obama to his administration, not
making the decisions himself and going
out and announcing them through his
tweet at 3 a.m. because he can’t sleep.

This kind of operation is the oper-
ation of somebody who is used to run-
ning a big business. When he is presi-
dent of Trump casino or Trump Tower,
he can act like that. He can come in
and say: Do this, do that, do this, do
that.

I don’t know if he understands, Mr.
Speaker, that you and the House of
Representatives are the ones who made
the contract and appropriated the
money for that plane. That is the
democratic process of this country. It
is not done by the President getting up
in the morning and tweeting out 147
characters and ending a contract with
hundreds of jobs at risk of people in my
district, good hardworking Americans.

He will go down to Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, and walk around and say: I have
saved 1,000 jobs.

We still haven’t seen the contract.
We don’t know what the deal is, how
long the jobs have to last, or how many
of them have to last. We don’t know
anything. We just know that a tweet
went out that: We have. And then he
went and did a big rally down there and
did a victory lap, but there is no piece
of paper.

Mr. Speaker, if I were to make a rec-
ommendation to the people in Indian-
apolis, it would be: Talk to the Indians,
to the Native Americans, about the
treaties that have been made with the
United States of America and how good
they are and how hard you have to
fight to make those treaties work.
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He made a treaty with Carrier, which
will get $7 million from Indiana. Vice
President Pence will give $7 million
from Indiana to Carrier, and then
maybe there will be some kind of—no
one knows what is going on, but the
President-elect should spend his time
in the transition office and decide who
is going to hold the jobs that will make
this country run. This is not going to
be run by one man in the White House
who makes pronouncements and thinks
that all the world is going to throw
itself down on the ground and worship
him.

We have a democratic process, and
the burden on the House of Representa-
tives, as I leave it—I mean, in some
ways, I am sorry to be leaving because
I think it is going to be a very tough
session—is to help the new President
understand how a democracy actually
works. It is not a big business; it is a
business of the people. The 435 Mem-
bers of this House take the money that
comes in in taxes, and they appropriate
it out as they see fit for the country.
The President doesn’t do that. When
the Congress is done, it passes the bill
to him, and then he spends the money
as the Congress has decided it should
be spent.

If you look at the Constitution—I am
sure the President-elect has looked at
the Constitution—the first Article is
the Congress. We are the preeminent
body in this government because we
are elected by the people, and we have
the power.

Stop tweeting, Mr. President-elect.

———
21ST CENTURY CURES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of the 21st Century
Cures Act, a bill that recently passed
the House with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support.

I am proud that the package includes
provisions for robust medical research,
funding to combat opioid abuse, and
support for individuals who struggle
with mental illness and who are
trapped in the criminal justice system.
Reforming and modernizing our Na-
tion’s mental health system has been
one of my top priorities. It is impera-
tive that we help those who are strug-
gling with mental illness get the help
they need. Many tragedies can be pre-
vented if the proper support structure
is in place.

As part of the reform efforts, I was
proud that legislation authored by
Representative TIM MURPHY, the Help-
ing Families in Mental Health Crisis
Act, which I strongly supported, was
incorporated into 21st Century Cures. I
had the opportunity to host a round-
table earlier this year in south Florida,
with my friend from Pennsylvania and
local stakeholders, to discuss mental
health and the benefits of this impor-
tant legislation.
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