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Traverse City, Michigan, as the ‘‘Colonel 
Demas T. Craw VA Clinic. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 756. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to provide for the 
dissemination of information regarding 
available Federal programs relating to en-
ergy efficiency projects for schools, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 875. An act to provide for alternative 
financing arrangements for the provision of 
certain services and the construction and 
maintenance of infrastructure at land border 
ports of entry, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3381. An act to maximize discovery, 
and accelerate development and availability, 
of promising childhood cancer treatments, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4150. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to allow the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to modify the hours of employ-
ment of physicians employed on a full-time 
basis by the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

H.R. 4352. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram establishing a patient self-scheduling 
appointment system, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4680. An act to prepare the National 
Park Service for its Centennial in 2016 and 
for a second century of promoting and pro-
tecting the natural, historic, and cultural re-
sources of our National Parks for the enjoy-
ment of present and future generations, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 5399. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to ensure that physicians of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs fulfill the 
ethical duty to report to State licensing au-
thorities impaired, incompetent, and uneth-
ical health care activities. 

H.R. 6375. An act to provide for consider-
ation of the extension under the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act of nonapplication 
of No-Load Mode energy efficiency standards 
to certain security or life safety alarms or 
surveillance systems. 

H.R. 6394. An act to require the Federal 
Communications Commission to submit to 
Congress a report on promoting broadband 
Internet access service for veterans. 

H.R. 6401. An act to amend Public Law 94– 
241 with respect to the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. 

H.R. 6416. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6438. An act to extend the waiver of 
limitations with respect to excluding from 
gross income amounts received by wrong-
fully incarcerated individuals. 

The message further announced that 
the House agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 174) directing the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives to make a 
correction in the enrollment of H.R. 34. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
The message also announced that the 

Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

S. 795. An act to enhance whistleblower 
protection for contractor and grantee em-
ployees. 

S. 3395. An act to require limitations on 
prescribed burns. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

At 5:46 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 

Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5790. An act to provide adequate pro-
tections for whistleblowers at the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 3516. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct a best-practices 
peer review of each medical center of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to evaluate the 
efficacy of health care delivered at each such 
medical center. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, December 7, 2016, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 795. An act to enhance whistleblower 
protection for contractor and grantee em-
ployees. 

S. 1555. An act to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the Filipino vet-
erans of World War II, in recognition of the 
dedicated service of the veterans during 
World War II. 

S. 2234. An act to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the members of 
the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) in rec-
ognition of their superior service and major 
contributions during World War II. 

S. 2577. An act to protect crime victims’ 
rights, to eliminate the substantial backlog 
of DNA and other forensic evidence samples 
to improve and expand the forensic science 
testing capacity of Federal, State, and local 
crime laboratories, to increase research and 
development of new testing technologies, to 
develop new training programs regarding the 
collection and use of forensic evidence, to 
provide post-conviction testing of DNA evi-
dence to exonerate the innocent, to support 
accreditation efforts of forensic science lab-
oratories and medical examiner officers, to 
address training and equipment needs, to im-
prove the performance of counsel in State 
capital cases, and for other purposes. 

S. 3395. An act to require limitations on 
prescribed burns. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. ISAKSON, from the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute and an amendment to 
the title: 

S. 425. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for a five-year exten-
sion to the homeless veterans reintegration 
programs and to provide clarification regard-
ing eligibility for services under such pro-
grams (Rept. No. 114–395). 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, without amendment: 

S. 8. A bill to provide for the approval of 
the Agreement for Cooperation Between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the Kingdom of Nor-
way Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear En-
ergy. 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, without amendment and 
with a preamble: 

S. Con. Res. 30. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing concern over the disappearance of 
David Sneddon, and for other purposes. 

H. Con. Res. 40. A concurrent resolution 
encouraging reunions of divided Korean 
American families. 

S. Con. Res. 57. A concurrent resolution 
honoring in praise and remembrance the ex-
traordinary life, steady leadership, and re-
markable, 70-year reign of King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej of Thailand. 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute and with an 
amended preamble: 

S. Res. 535. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the trafficking 
of illicit fentanyl into the United States 
from Mexico and China. 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute and an amendment 
to the title and with an amended preamble: 

S. Res. 537. A resolution expressing pro-
found concern about the ongoing political, 
economic, social and humanitarian crisis in 
Venezuela, urging the release of political 
prisoners, and calling for respect of constitu-
tional and democratic processes. 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute: 

H.R. 1150. A bill to amend the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to 
improve the ability of the United States to 
advance religious freedom globally through 
enhanced diplomacy, training, counterter-
rorism, and foreign assistance efforts, and 
through stronger and more flexible political 
responses to religious freedom violations and 
violent extremism worldwide, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
without amendment: 

S. 1182. A bill to exempt application of JSA 
attribution rule in case of existing agree-
ments. 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 2658. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to authorize appropriations for 
the Federal Aviation Administration for fis-
cal years 2016 through 2017, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with an amendment: 

H.R. 2845. A bill to promote access to bene-
fits under the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute: 

H.R. 4481. A bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to provide assistance for 
developing countries to promote quality 
basic education and to establish the goal of 
all children in school and learning as an ob-
jective of the United States foreign assist-
ance policy, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4939. A bill to increase engagement 
with the governments of the Caribbean re-
gion, the Caribbean diaspora community in 
the United States, and the private sector and 
civil society in both the United States and 
the Caribbean, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. THUNE for the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 
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*Ann Begeman, of South Dakota, to be a 

Member of the Surface Transportation Board 
for a term expiring December 31, 2020. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE—TREATY 

The following executive report of 
committee was submitted: 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations: 

Treaty Doc. 114–12: Protocol to the North 
Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of 
Montenegro with 2 conditions and 7 declara-
tions (Ex. Rept. 114–16) 

The text of the committee-rec-
ommended resolution of advice and 
consent to ratification is as follows: 

As reported by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to Declarations and Conditions. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Protocol to the North At-
lantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of 
Montenegro, which was opened for signature 
in Brussels on May 19, 2016, and signed on be-
half of the United States of America (the 
‘‘Protocol’’) (Treaty Doc. 114–12), subject to 
the declarations of section 2 and the condi-
tions of section 3. 

Sec. 2. Declarations. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
declarations: 

(1) Reaffirmation that United States Mem-
bership in NATO Remains a Vital National 
Security Interest of The United States.—The 
Senate declares that— 

(A) for more than 60 years the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO) has served 
as the preeminent organization to defend the 
countries in the North Atlantic area against 
all external threats; 

(B) through common action, the estab-
lished democracies of North America and Eu-
rope that were joined in NATO persevered 
and prevailed in the task of ensuring the sur-
vival of democratic government in Europe 
and North America throughout the Cold 
War; 

(C) NATO enhances the security of the 
United States by embedding European states 
in a process of cooperative security planning 
and by ensuring an ongoing and direct lead-
ership role for the United States in European 
security affairs; 

(D) the responsibility and financial burden 
of defending the democracies of Europe and 
North America can be more equitably shared 
through an alliance in which specific obliga-
tions and force goals are met by its mem-
bers; 

(E) the security and prosperity of the 
United States is enhanced by NATO’s collec-
tive defense against aggression that may 
threaten the security of NATO members; and 

(F) United States membership in NATO re-
mains a vital national security interest of 
the United States. 

(2) Strategic Rationale For NATO Enlarge-
ment.—The Senate finds that— 

(A) the United States and its NATO allies 
face continued threats to their stability and 
territorial integrity; 

(B) an attack against Montenegro, or its 
destabilization arising from external subver-

sion, would threaten the stability of Europe 
and jeopardize United States national secu-
rity interests; 

(C) Montenegro, having established a 
democratic government and having dem-
onstrated a willingness to meet the require-
ments of membership, including those nec-
essary to contribute to the defense of all 
NATO members, is in a position to further 
the principles of the North Atlantic Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the 
North Atlantic area; and 

(D) extending NATO membership to Monte-
negro will strengthen NATO, enhance sta-
bility in Southeast Europe, and advance the 
interests of the United States and its NATO 
allies. 

(3) Support for NATO’s Open Door Pol-
icy.—The policy of the United States is to 
support NATO’s Open Door Policy that al-
lows any European country to express its de-
sire to join NATO and demonstrate its abil-
ity to meet the obligations of NATO mem-
bership. 

(4) Future Consideration Of Candidates For 
Membership In NATO.— 

(A) Senate Finding.—The Senate finds that 
the United States will not support the acces-
sion to the North Atlantic Treaty of, or the 
invitation to begin accession talks with, any 
European state (other than Montenegro), un-
less— 

(i) the President consults with the Senate 
consistent with Article II, section 2, clause 2 
of the Constitution of the United States (re-
lating to the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate to the making of treaties); and 

(ii) the prospective NATO member can ful-
fill all of the obligations and responsibilities 
of membership, and the inclusion of such 
state in NATO would serve the overall polit-
ical and strategic interests of NATO and the 
United States. 

(B) Requirement for Consensus and Ratifi-
cation.—The Senate declares that no action 
or agreement other than a consensus deci-
sion by the full membership of NATO, ap-
proved by the national procedures of each 
NATO member, including, in the case of the 
United States, the requirements of Article 
II, section 2, clause 2 of the Constitution of 
the United States (relating to the advice and 
consent of the Senate to the making of trea-
ties), will constitute a commitment to col-
lective defense and consultations pursuant 
to Articles 4 and 5 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty. 

(5) Influence Of Non-NATO Members On 
NATO Decisions.—The Senate declares that 
any country that is not a member of NATO 
shall have no impact on decisions related to 
NATO enlargement. 

(6) Support for 2014 Wales Summit Defense 
Spending Benchmark.—The Senate declares 
that all NATO members should continue to 
move towards the guideline outlined in the 
2014 Wales Summit Declaration to spend a 
minimum of 2 percent of their Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) on defense and 20 percent 
of their defense budgets on major equipment, 
including research and development, by 2024. 

(7) Support for Montenegro’s Democratic 
Reform Process.—Montenegro has made dif-
ficult reforms and taken steps to address 
corruption. The United States and other 
NATO member states should not consider 
this important process complete and should 
continue to urge additional reforms. 

Sec. 3. Conditions. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
conditions: 

(1) Presidential Certification.—Prior to the 
deposit of the instrument of ratification, the 
President shall certify to the Senate as fol-
lows: 

(A) The inclusion of Montenegro in NATO 
will not have the effect of increasing the 

overall percentage share of the United States 
in the common budgets of NATO. 

(B) The inclusion of Montenegro in NATO 
does not detract from the ability of the 
United States to meet or to fund its military 
requirements outside the North Atlantic 
area. 

(2) Annual Report on NATO Member De-
fense Spending.—Not later than December 1 
of each year during the 8-year period fol-
lowing the date of entry into force of the 
Protocol to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 
on the Accession of Montenegro, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report, which shall be 
submitted in an unclassified form, but may 
be accompanied by a classified annex, and 
which shall contain the following informa-
tion: 

(A) The amount each NATO member spent 
on its national defense in each of the pre-
vious 5 years. 

(B) The percentage of GDP for each of the 
previous 5 years that each NATO member 
spent on its national defense. 

(C) The percentage of national defense 
spending for each of the previous 5 years 
that each NATO member spent on major 
equipment, including research and develop-
ment. 

(D) Details on the actions a NATO member 
has taken in the most recent year reported 
to move closer towards the NATO guideline 
outlined in the 2014 Wales Summit Declara-
tion to spend a minimum of 2 percent of its 
GDP on national defense and 20 percent of its 
national defense budget on major equipment, 
including research and development, if a 
NATO member is below either guideline for 
the most recent year reported. 

Sec. 4. Definitions. 
In this resolution: 
(1) Appropriate Congressional Commit-

tees.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on For-
eign Relations and the Committee on Armed 
Services of the Senate and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the Committee on 
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(2) NATO Members.—The term ‘‘NATO 
members’’ means all countries that are par-
ties to the North Atlantic Treaty. 

(3) Non-NATO Members.—The term ‘‘non- 
NATO members’’ means all countries that 
are not parties to the North Atlantic Treaty. 

(4) North Atlantic Area.—The term ‘‘North 
Atlantic area’’ means the area covered by 
Article 6 of the North Atlantic Treaty, as ap-
plied by the North Atlantic Council. 

(5) North Atlantic Treaty.—The term 
‘‘North Atlantic Treaty’’ means the North 
Atlantic Treaty, signed at Washington April 
4, 1949 (63 Stat. 2241; TIAS 1964), as amended. 

(6) United States Instrument of Ratifica-
tion.—The term ‘‘United States instrument 
of ratification’’ means the instrument of 
ratification of the United States of the Pro-
tocol to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on 
the Accession of Montenegro. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. WARREN: 
S. 3511. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Defense to expand the Secretarial Designee 
Program of the Department of Defense to in-
clude victims of acts of terror; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. GRAHAM: 
S. 3512. A bill to reauthorize the Histori-

cally Black Colleges and Universities His-
toric Preservation Program; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 
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