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month. The House is gone. They are 
through for this session. 

Failure to pass this legislation means 
delaying funding for our troops over-
seas. Failure to pass this means delay-
ing funding for Flint, MI. I promised 
Senator STABENOW we would deal with 
that issue, and we have, in the WRDA 
bill and the CR that are here, having 
passed the House. Failure to pass this 
legislation means delaying funding for 
storm recovery in many of our States, 
and of course failure to pass this legis-
lation means creating a shutdown of 
the government. Over what? We have 
funded health care for miners through 
the end of April. We have funding in 
here for the opioid crisis and a whole 
lot of other things that Senators say 
they care about. They want to shut the 
government down to stop this? Really. 
It hardly makes sense to me. In fact, 
passing this CR guarantees that health 
care will be there for miners through 
the end of April. It guarantees it. Fail-
ure to pass it guarantees it goes away 
at the end of the month. 

I think it is time to get serious. I 
think we all don’t want any of these 
consequences to come about. The thing 
to do is to pass this continuing resolu-
tion. After we pass that, we will turn 
to the water resources development 
bill. The House overwhelmingly passed 
the bipartisan water resources develop-
ment bill as well, with more than 
three-fourths in its favor. It was over-
whelming on both sides of the aisle. 

Now it is our turn to act. Remember, 
this bill supports waterways, infra-
structure, enhances commerce, and 
maintains American ecosystems. It 
also authorizes spending in the con-
tinuing resolution, which will help 
families in Flint. Flint is in both of 
these bills. These are the folks who 
have been impacted by the drinking 
water crisis. We will have a vote on 
WRDA after the CR has been approved. 

I encourage my colleagues to work 
together now so we can pass both of 
these as soon as possible. It strikes me 
that delay is not a solution to any of 
these problems I have outlined. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOHN GLENN 

Mr. REID. Madam President, our Na-
tion and the world lost a historic figure 
yesterday, a legend, John Glenn. 

As a relatively new Senator, I had 
the good fortune to take a trip with 
him. He led the trip with Ted Stevens 
of Alaska. It was a wonderful trip. We 
were in Austria. The Iron Curtain was 
down. We went into Czechoslovakia 
and had all the Russian soldiers check-
ing the train. They had dogs. 

But around the world, everyone knew 
that John Glenn was leading that trip, 
and a number—three, to be exact—of 
the soldiers, when none of the others 

were looking, asked if he would auto-
graph for them just a piece of paper 
they had, and he did that. Everyplace 
we went, in Poland—we were all Sen-
ators, but there was only one John 
Glenn. Everyplace we went, he was be-
loved. He really was an icon. 

In reading the morning newspaper, I 
was disappointed it had a headline, 
John Glenn known for his space ex-
ploits. John Glenn was known for far 
more than that. Of course, he was our 
first to circumvent the globe. He told 
all of us he wore that space capsule, it 
was so small. In all the news last night, 
it showed him climbing into that. If 
you were claustrophobic, you could not 
get in that, it was so tight. He could 
reach out and touch both sides of it. 

Here this great aviator told me and 
whoever else was listening that when 
that came down in the ocean, if they 
had waited another minute to pick him 
up, he would have had to throw up. 
Here was a guy who never got sick any 
time, but he was getting sick then. 

I have so many fond memories of 
John Glenn. He was so nice to me, as 
he was nice to everyone. He was an ace 
in World War II, a fighter pilot. He was 
an ace in the Korean conflict. I think 
he had 90 missions there. This may 
upset some people, but it is a fact of 
war—war is tough. We were having a 
debate here on napalm, and someone 
asked John Glenn: Did you ever use 
that in World War II? 

He said: Yes, we did. 
When would you decide to drop your 

load? 
He said: When we could see the 

whites of the eyes on the people on the 
ground. 

That was John Glenn. He was so 
thoughtful of everyone else—but a sol-
dier, a marine, a pilot. He held that 
record for flying across the United 
States faster than anyone else. He was 
known by far more than his space ex-
ploits. He served in the Senate for 24 
years. In all the years I have been here, 
no one in the Senate had more respect 
than John Glenn. 

His story is legendary. He and Annie, 
who is a wonderful woman, knew each 
other when they were little kids, first 
and second graders. That was a love af-
fair that was ongoing forever. To show 
the strength of this woman, we only 
had to look at what happened yester-
day after John passed away. She is 96 
years old, and she was worried about 
people coming to her home—with John 
having died and well-wishers coming— 
so she went grocery shopping so she 
would have food in her home when peo-
ple came to visit. 

As a child, Annie was stricken with 
an inability to speak. She stammered 
so that no one could hear her—they 
could hear her, but they couldn’t un-
derstand her. As she was growing up, 
John Glenn was her mouthpiece. He 
would take her phone calls because she 
couldn’t talk on the phone, but she 
overcame that and became the Annie 
Glenn we all know who speaks very 
well. 

I am not going to go over the list of 
his many awards. The Distinguished 
Flying Cross is really a big deal in the 
military. He was awarded one six 
times. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that a listing of the many 
awards he received, including the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Distinguished Flying Cross, six different 
times, 

Navy Unit Commendation for service in 
Korea, 

The Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, 
The American Campaign Medal, 
The World War II Victory Medal, 
The China Service Medal, 
The National Defense Service Medal, 
The Korean Service Medal, 
The United Nations Service Medal, 
The Korean Presidential Unit Citation, 
The Navy’s Astronaut Wings, 
The Marine Corps’ Astronaut Medal, 
The NASA Distinguished Service Medal, 
The Congressional Space Medal of Honor, 
The Congressional Gold Medal, 
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, after a 
quarter of a century, Senator Glenn 
left the Senate, and here is what he 
said: ‘‘Yeah, I’ll miss it, sure. But you 
move on to other things. That’s it.’’ 

That was John Glenn. He moved on 
to other things. 

Until a couple of years ago, he flew 
his own airplane. When he was a Mem-
ber of the Senate, he flew back to Co-
lumbus, OH. I think that is where he 
went. Every time he wanted to go, he 
didn’t take commercial; he flew his 
own airplane. 

So I express my condolences to 
Annie. I admire the inspiration she has 
been to everybody who has ever known 
her. Of course, John Glenn, I repeat, is 
an icon of the Senate, an icon of the 
military, an icon of the space program, 
an icon in life, and a wonderful human 
being. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the House mes-
sage to accompany H.R. 2028, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

House Message to accompany H.R. 2028, a 
bill making appropriations for energy and 
water development and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes. 

Pending: 
McConnell motion to concur in the amend-

ment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill. 
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