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us to keeping looking toward the fu-
ture as we help our great States thrive 
today. 

DAVID VITTER 
Mr. President, in a Congress where 

bipartisanship is all too rare, I have 
been honored to work with many Re-
publican colleagues on commonsense, 
bipartisan solutions. Senator DAVID 
VITTER has served as chairman of the 
Senate Small Business Committee, of 
which I am a member, and has been a 
consummate partner on issues affect-
ing Michigan’s small businesses. On the 
Small Business Committee, we have 
been able to pass significant legislation 
to ensure that small businesses have 
the resources they need to compete, ex-
pand, and give back to their commu-
nities. We extended the SBA 7(a) Fed-
eral loan program to provide thousands 
of small businesses with financing at 
no cost to American taxpayers. To-
gether, we introduced legislation that 
will provide patent education to small 
businesses. We also introduced legisla-
tion that will help small businesses 
plan for and protect against cyber se-
curity attacks. I am glad to have col-
leagues like Senator VITTER who be-
lieve that no issue is too small when it 
comes to supporting support job cre-
ation and economic growth. 

DAN COATS 
Mr. President, I would also like to 

extend my warm wishes to Senator 
DAN COATS. He has served ably as 
chairman of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee, and I have been proud to sit on 
the committee during his tenure. He 
has convened important hearings to 
discuss essential issues including the 
Federal debt, the effects of automation 
on our economy, tax reform, and eco-
nomic growth. I appreciate his con-
sistent efforts to create a bipartisan 
forum where we can discuss innovative 
ideas for addressing our Nation’s eco-
nomic challenges. As a fellow Mid-
westerner, Senator COATS knows that 
we must have big ideas and bigger 
hearts as we move forward, committed 
to helping all Americans achieve the 
future they deserve. 

KELLY AYOTTE 
Mr. President, I also had the pleasure 

of serving with Senator KELLY AYOTTE 
on the Senate committees on Small 
Business, Commerce, and Homeland 
Security and Government Affairs. She 
has been a pragmatic partner on legis-
lation as varied as the Northern Border 
Security Review Act, which will 
strengthen American security at the 
northern border with Canada, and the 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
Improvement Act, which would expand 
a public-private partnership to help 
businesses get their products to mar-
ket. We also introduced the Pet and 
Women Safety Act to protect victims 
of domestic violence from emotional 
trauma caused by acts or threats of vi-
olence against their pets. I respect Sen-
ator AYOTTE’s dedication to these 
issues. As a father, I also admire Sen-
ator AYOTTE’s great work raising two 

young children while in the Senate. I 
wish her family all the best in their 
next adventure. 

MARK KIRK 
Mr. President, another colleague 

from the Midwest, Senator MARK KIRK, 
has served with distinction in the Sen-
ate. Like me, Senator KIRK also served 
as an officer in the U.S. Navy Reserve. 
We have collaborated on efforts to help 
veterans suffering from PTSD, protect 
wildlife habitats and improve water 
quality in the Great Lakes, extend 
Medicare coverage for Americans at 
risk for diabetes, and even establish 
the Senate Albanian Caucus. I admire 
the strength and resolve Senator KIRK 
has exhibited throughout his Senate 
term and wish him continued success. 

It has been a privilege to work with 
such talented and committed col-
leagues. I wish them all the best in this 
next chapter of their lives and thank 
them for their work. Thank you. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VICE PRESIDENT JOE 
BIDEN 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the service of a 
former colleague and our current Vice 
President, JOE BIDEN. 

JOE was born in Pennsylvania but 
moved with his family to Delaware 
when he was 13. He left Delaware for 
brief stints at St. Helena School and 
Syracuse University Law School, but 
he has always returned to Delaware, 
including the daily trips he made home 
during his Senate career and the reg-
ular trips he makes home to this day. 

Because of his devotion to Delaware, 
JOE quickly got his start in politics, 
first on the New Castle County Council 
and then in the U.S. Senate, where he 
became the fifth youngest U.S. Senator 
in history in 1972. He also has the dis-
tinction of being Delaware’s longest 
serving Senator. 

I worked with JOE on many different 
issues during his time in the Senate 
and served on the Foreign Relations 
Committee when he was our chairman. 
JOE is known as a foreign affairs ex-
pert, and he has many reasons to be 
proud of the work he has done in that 
area. One of those things that we 
worked on together was the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. 

I remember being at the 2003 State of 
the Union speech when President Bush 
said, ‘‘We’re going to put $15 billion 
into an AIDS effort.’’ That shocked all 
of us who were there. It was a lot of 
money. But we worked together to de-
velop a bill that passed the House and 
Senate unanimously. 

JOE managed the floor when we reau-
thorized that program in 2008, and we 
worked with Senators Coburn, BURR, 
and Lugar to develop that reauthoriza-
tion. At the time, JOE suggested histo-
rians will regard PEPFAR as President 
Bush’s ‘‘single finest hour,’’ and I tend 
to agree. A few years ago I visited the 
Kasisi Orphanage in Zambia. We were 
told that, before PEPFAR, they had to 
bury 18 kids a month that died of 

AIDS, but because of PEPFAR, they 
got that down to one a month. I know 
JOE shares my pride in the difference 
that program is making. 

We were all a little sad to see JOE 
move to the White House in 2009, when 
he became our 47th Vice President. 
Lucky for us, he has been able to keep 
his ties to the Senate in his role as 
President of this body, and I think he 
has been one of our best partners in the 
administration. 

All of us were glad to be able to rec-
ognize JOE and his son, Beau Biden, by 
naming the cancer section of 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act after Beau. I expect JOE 
will continue to be a voice for ending 
cancer, and I hope to work with him 
towards that cause. 

JOE, Diana and I send our best to 
you, Jill, and your family. You have 
served the people of Delaware and the 
people of the United States with dis-
tinction. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
JOHN R. ALLMAN 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I wish to 
say a few words about PFC John R. 
Allman. John was born November 22, 
1963, in Carlsbad, NM. He played fierce 
football for the Carlsbad High School 
Cavemen and graduated in 1982. 

John always wanted to be a Marine— 
like his father and grandfather before 
him. He fulfilled his dream and became 
a marine weeks after graduating from 
high school. 

Tragically, John was killed in a ter-
rorist bomb attack on his barracks 
while on a multinational peacekeeping 
mission in Beirut, Lebanon. John and 
his fellow marines were stationed in 
Lebanon to help stabilize the country 
from civil war. 

On April 18, 1983, the U.S. Embassy in 
Beirut was hit by a suicide truck 
bomb—one of the first suicide attacks 
in the region—killing 63 people, includ-
ing 17 Americans. 

On October 23, 1983, two truck bombs 
struck separate buildings housing 
American and French military forces 
in Beirut—members of the multi-
national force. The attack on Amer-
ican barracks housed the 1st Battalion 
8th Marines, John’s battalion. The 
bomb striking the marines’ quarters 
was the largest nonnuclear explosion 
that had ever been detonated, equaling 
in force between 15,000 and 21,000 
pounds of TNT. The death toll was 220 
marines, 18 sailors, and 3 soldiers, John 
among them. It was the deadliest sin-
gle-day death toll for the Marine Corps 
since World War II’s Battle of Iwo Jima 
and the deadliest single terrorist at-
tack on American citizens prior to the 
September 11 attacks. The blasts led to 
withdrawal of the international peace-
keeping force. 

John’s hometown of Carlsbad and 
Eddy County proclaimed Veterans Day 
2016 as ‘‘John Allman Day’’ in his 
honor. That day, the community cele-
brated with a parade, speeches, and 
tributes to John. A bench was made 
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and commemorated in John’s name and 
sits permanently in Carlsbad Veterans 
Memorial Park. 

John was humble, quiet, dedicated, 
fun-loving, intelligent. He was honest 
and proud. John always gave his all. 

John was born the day of John F. 
Kennedy’s assassination. He was not 
supposed to be named John, but his 
parents did so in honor of the slain 
President. Of veterans, President Ken-
nedy said, ‘‘As we express our grati-
tude, we must never forget that the 
highest appreciation is not to utter 
words, but to live by them.’’ We must 
honor John by doing all we can for our 
veterans. 

PFC John Allman gave his life in the 
service of peace in the Middle East. We 
do not forget his sacrifice and the sac-
rifice of his family. And we honor 
John’s service and the ultimate sac-
rifice he made on behalf of our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEBORAH A. 
KAPANOSKE 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
wanted to say a few words in tribute to 
a longtime Senate employee who is re-
tiring this month after 35 years of serv-
ice. Debbie Kapanoske has served as 
my office manager in Washington for 
my entire tenure in the U.S. Senate; 
going on 14 years—but she has been in 
the Murkowski family much longer. 
Debbie became correspondence director 
for Senator Frank Murkowski in 1993. 
She was subsequently promoted to of-
fice manager and continued in that 
role until 2002 when Senator Frank 
Murkowski resigned from the Senate 
following his election as Governor of 
Alaska. That left Debbie the responsi-
bility of closing one office while simul-
taneously opening another, and that is 
no small juggling act. In fact, I under-
stand that the experience led Debbie to 
swear that she will never close another 
office again. Before joining the office of 
Senator Frank Murkowski, Debbie 
served in the office of the Senator Bob 
Kasten of Wisconsin as correspondence 
director. 

Debbie is highly respected among her 
fellow administrative managers in the 
Senate. She is one of many unsung he-
roes without which Senate offices 
could not run. I have often remarked 
that she is the best office manager I 
have ever had. So today let me take 
this opportunity to thank Debbie for 
her service to the Senate and in par-
ticular for her 23 years of service to 
Alaska. Over the years, Debbie has 
mentored scores of staff members first 
in my father’s office and now in mine. 
And, while they aren’t here today to 
say it personally, I know that she has 
played a special role in all of their 
lives. So let me close by thanking 
Debbie for all that she has done, but 
more importantly for the powerful im-
pression she has left on all who have 
worked with her and to wish Debbie 
and her husband, George, well in retire-
ment. 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER ERIK PHELPS 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize LCDR Erik Phelps, a defense 
fellow from the U.S. Navy, for his ex-
emplary work in my office and service 
to our Nation during January to De-
cember 2016. 

Lieutenant Commander Phelps is a 
California native and a graduate of the 
U.S. Naval Academy. Erik is married 
to his loving wife, Erin, and they have 
three young children named Owen, 
Summer, and Samantha. 

Upon joining my office, Erik quickly 
became a key asset and trusted adviser 
on defense and veterans policy. In fact, 
Erik’s intellectual drive, attention to 
detail, and thoughtful planning led to 
his conceiving five original, out-
standing pieces of legislation. These in-
cluded the Veterans Choice Equal Cost 
for Care Act, the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration Spending Transparency 
and Oversight Act, and the Protection 
and Advocacy for Veterans Act. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Erik for his outstanding 
contributions to my office and wish 
him all the best as he continues his ca-
reer. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF KOMODA 
BAKERY 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I wish to 
congratulate Maui’s Komoda Store and 
Bakery on their 100-year anniversary. I 
visited the bakery in Makawao last 
month and met the Komoda and 
Shibuya families who are carrying on 
the tradition of serving the Maui com-
munity. 

In 1916, Takezo and Shigeri Komoda 
opened a mom-and-pop general store, 
selling bread, saimin, and fresh sand-
wiches primarily to Makawao town 
residents. By 1932, they expanded their 
store and began selling groceries and 
other household items. Takezo and 
Shigeri passed on the bakery to their 
sons Takeo and Ikuo, who ran the store 
for the next 50 years. 

While the bakery is what Komoda’s is 
known for today, Ikuo is the only 
member of the family who received for-
mal training in 1947 when he traveled 
to Minnesota to study baking. Over 
time, Komoda’s transitioned from a 
general store to a bakery, serving fresh 
bread, butter rolls, and pastries like 
stick donuts, malasadas, Chantilly 
cake, and cream puffs. By the 1990s, 
Takeo and Ikuo considered retiring and 
closing the bakery. However, Takeo’s 
son-in-law, Calvin Shibuya, did not 
want to see the family business close. 
After training with chief baker Ikuo 
Komoda, Calvin and his wife, Betty, 
took over the bakery. Their daughter, 
Michele, is now learning the business, 
the baking from her father and the re-
tail side from her mother. 

Komoda Bakery is an institution in 
upcountry Maui. Each day, people line 
up in the morning to purchase their 
baked goods. They only make a set 

amount each day, so if you don’t go 
early, they oftentimes sell out. 

Many take the delectable treats from 
Komoda’s to neighbor islands to share 
with family and friends in the time- 
honored tradition of omiyage, or gift. 
When I visited right before Thanks-
giving, which is their busiest time of 
the year, the store was bustling with 
activity, and the counters were stacked 
with fruit, pumpkin, and custard pies. 

Congratulations to Komoda Bakery 
on 100 years of success. We thank the 
Komoda family and their longtime em-
ployees who each day wake early to 
prepare the delicious handmade and 
homemade baked goods enjoyed by 
generations. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a Maui News ar-
ticle, which chronicles the Komoda 
family’s dedication and success. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Maui News, Nov. 2, 2016] 
SWEET SUCCESS AT 100: KOMODA CELEBRATES 

CENTURY OF GOOD EATS 
(By Melissa Tanji) 

MAKAWAO.—Komoda Store & Bakery is 
celebrating 100 years of feeding Maui’s appe-
tite, in the beginning with breads and saimin 
and now with stick donuts and cream puffs 
that residents and visitors can’t get enough 
of. 

One hundred years in business is a feat 
rarely achieved by Maui’s mom-and-pop 
stores or for any business, for that matter. 
The Komodas and their extended family 
don’t know how the years added up. 

‘‘We can’t believe it lasted this long,’’ said 
Betty Shibuya, the granddaughter of the 
founders Takezo and Shigeri Komoda. She 
added that her ancestors would be surprised 
that the family has kept the business thriv-
ing for a century. 

Shibuya’s husband and the chief baker, 
Calvin Shibuya, joked that he, himself, felt 
like 100 years old, even though he’s only 73. 
But his feelings are justified because Mr. 
Shibuya starts work at 11:30 p.m.—just to 
begin the baking. He doesn’t end his day 
until around 4 p.m. at closing time. 

But he’s not complaining. He said his 
schedule is similar to what the Komoda fam-
ily endured for decades. 

Even at 73, Calvin Shibuya pledges that he 
and his family would keep the business chug-
ging along as long as they are able to keep 
churning out donuts from the old fried bread 
dough recipe along with butter rolls, pies 
and buns and other baked goods. 

‘‘I’ve always said we’ll (be open) as long as 
we stay healthy,’’ he said. 

This week, the Komoda family is cele-
brating its milestone with the public. 

The family has been giving away 100 free 
stick donuts to customers on a first-come, 
first-served basis. (The store opens at 7 a.m.) 
This will continue on Thursday and Friday. 
(The store is closed today, as usual.) 

On Saturday, 300 stick donuts will be given 
out. At noon, there will be a performance by 
Zenshin Daiko, a taiko drum group. A 100th- 
anniversary dish towel is on sale, and cus-
tomers who spend $40 get a commemorative 
potholder. 

Nearby, the Makawao History Museum at 
3643 Baldwin Ave. is hosting an exhibit based 
on the anniversary. It’s open from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily, except for Sundays when it 
opens at 11 a.m. 

T. Komoda Store was founded in 1916 as a 
general store where the current Polli’s Mexi-
can Restaurant is on the corner of Makawao 
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