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December 9, 2016

us how someone, as a public servant,
can make a difference and encourage
others to do the same.

————

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 3:43 a.m., recessed subject to the call
of the Chair and reassembled at 6:22
a.m. when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. TILLIS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

HONORING IN PRAISE AND RE-
MEMBRANCE THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY LIFE, STEADY LEADER-
SHIP, AND REMARKABLE, 70~
YEAR REIGN OF KING BHUMIBOL
ADULYADEJ OF THAILAND

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, we
have our work cut out for us this morn-
ing.

I start by asking unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of Calendar No. 710, S. Con.
Res. 57.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 57)
honoring in praise and remembrance the ex-
traordinary life, steady leadership, and re-
markable, 70-year reign of King Bhumibol
Adulyadej of Thailand.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the Hatch
amendment to the preamble be agreed
to, the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 57) was agreed to.

The amendment (No. 5174) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make a correction)

In the 8th whereas clause, strike
and insert <“2009”.

S. CON. RES. 57

Whereas His Majesty Xing Bhumibol
Adulyadej enjoyed a special relationship
with the United States, having been born in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1927 while his
father was completing his medical studies at
Harvard University;

Whereas King Bhumibol Adulyadej as-
cended to the throne on June 9, 1946, and
celebrated his 70th year as King of Thailand
in 2016;

Whereas at the time of his death, King
Bhumibol Adulyadej was the longest-serving
head of state in the world and the longest-
reigning monarch in the history of Thailand;
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Whereas His Majesty dedicated his life to
the well-being of the Thai people and the
sustainable development of Thailand;

Whereas His Majesty led by example and
virtue with the interest of the people at
heart, earning His Majesty the deep rev-
erence of the Thai people and the respect of
people around the world;

Whereas His Majesty reached out to the
poorest and most vulnerable people of Thai-
land, regardless of their status, ethnicity, or
religion, listened to their problems, and em-
powered them to take their lives into their
own hands;

Whereas in 2006, His Majesty received the
first United Nations Human Development
Award, recognizing him as the ‘‘Development
King”’ for the extraordinary contribution of
His Majesty to human development;

Whereas His Majesty was recognized inter-
nationally in the areas of intellectual prop-
erty, innovation, and creativity, and in 2009,
the World Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion presented His Majesty with the Global
Leadership Award;

Whereas His Majesty was an anchor of
peace and stability for Thailand during the
turbulent decades of the Cold War;

Whereas His Majesty was always a trusted
friend of the United States in advancing a
strong and enduring alliance and partnership
between the United States and Thailand;

Whereas His Majesty addressed a joint ses-
sion of Congress on June 29, 1960, during
which His Majesty reaffirmed the strong
friendship and goodwill between the United
States and Thailand;

Whereas the United States and Thailand
remain strong security allies, as memorial-
ized in the Southeast Asia Collective Defense
Treaty (commonly known as the ‘‘Manila
Pact of 1954”’) and later expanded under the
Thanat-Rusk Communique of 1962;

Whereas for decades, Thailand has hosted
the annual Cobra Gold military exercises,
the largest multilateral exercises in Asia, to
improve regional defense cooperation;

Whereas Thailand has allowed the Armed
Forces of the United States to use the
Utapao Air Base to coordinate international
humanitarian relief efforts;

Whereas President George W. Bush des-
ignated Thailand as a major non-NATO ally
on December 30, 2003;

Whereas close cooperation and mutual sac-
rifices in the face of common threats have
bound the United States and Thailand to-
gether and established a firm foundation for
the advancement of a mutually beneficial re-
lationship; and

Whereas, on October 13, 2016, at the age of
88, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
passed away, leaving behind a lasting legacy
for Thailand: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) honors the extraordinary life, steady
leadership, and remarkable, 70-year reign of
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of
Thailand;

(2) extends our deepest sympathies to the
members of the Royal Family and to the
people of Thailand in their bereavement; and

(3) celebrates the alliance and friendship
between Thailand and the United States that
reflects common interests, a 183-year diplo-
matic history, and a multifaceted partner-
ship that has contributed to peace, stability,
and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region.

———

FRANK R. WOLF INTERNATIONAL
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM ACT

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 705, H.R. 1150.

S7123

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 1150) to amend the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to
improve the ability of the United States to
advance religious freedom globally through
enhanced diplomacy, training, counterter-
rorism, and foreign assistance efforts, and
through stronger and more flexible political
responses to religious freedom violations and
violent extremism worldwide, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-
TENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Frank R. Wolf International Religious
Freedom Act”’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings; policy,; sense of Congress.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

TITLE [—DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTIVITIES

101. Office on International Religious
Freedom; Ambassador at Large
for International Religious Free-
dom.

102. Annual Report on International Reli-
gious Freedom.

103. Training for Foreign Service officers;
report.

104. Prisoner lists and issue briefs on reli-
gious freedom concerns.

TITLE II—NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 201. Special Adviser for International Reli-
gious Freedom.

TITLE III—PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS

Sec. 301. Non-state actor designations.

Sec. 302. Presidential actions in response to
particularly severe violations of
religious freedom.

Sec. 303. Report to Congress.

Sec. 304. Presidential waiver.

Sec. 305. Publication in the Federal Register.

TITLE IV—PROMOTION OF RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM

Sec. 401. Assistance for promoting
freedom.

TITLE V—DESIGNATED PERSONS LIST FOR
PARTICULARLY SEVERE VIOLATIONS OF
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Sec. 501. Designated Persons List for Particu-
larly Severe Violations of Reli-
gious Freedom.

TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Sec. 601. Miscellaneous provisions.
Sec. 602. Clerical amendments.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; POLICY; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 2(a) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22
U.S.C. 6401(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘“‘The free-
dom of thought, conscience, and religion is un-
derstood to protect theistic and non-theistic be-
liefs and the right not to profess or practice any
religion.”’ before ‘‘Governments’’;

(2) in paragraph (4), by adding at the end the
following: ““A policy or practice of routinely de-
nying applications for visas for religious work-
ers in a country can be indicative of a poor state
of religious freedom in that country.’’; and

(3) in paragraph (6)—

religious
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