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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN ASSO-
CIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
OF THOUSAND OAKS

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the Thousand Oaks
Chapter of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW). Organized in 1966,
AAUW Thousand Oaks was specifically de-
signed to encourage and support educational
opportunities for women and girls through ad-
vocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.

A leading voice for promoting equity and
education for women and girls in our commu-
nity, AAUW Thousand Oaks and its members
have examined and taken positions on the
fundamental educational, social, economic,
and political issues that directly pertain to
women and girls. As part of a national move-
ment, AAUW Thousand Oaks is part of a na-
tionwide network of more than 170,000 mem-
bers and donors, 1,000 branches, and 800
college and university institutional partners
and has awarded millions of dollars in fellow-
ships and grants to support women in their
professional and academic careers. Addition-
ally, AAUW Thousand Oaks boasts being one
of the fastest growing divisions of the national
organization.

Locally, in an effort to promote science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) education, AAUW Thousand Oaks bi-
annually hosts the Brighter Horizons Math,
Science and Technology Conference for stu-
dents in fifth through ninth grades. Led by
women in technology-related vocations, the
conference is infused with technology informa-
tion workshops that relate to currently impor-
tant technological career options in an effort to
promote young women going into the field of
science.

Every summer, AAUW Thousand Oaks’
Tech Trek Committee works towards sending
ten female students that have matriculated
from the seventh grade in the Thousand Oaks
area to a one-week STEM education camp at
the University of California, Santa Barbara.
AAUW Thousand Oaks also demonstrates its
dedication to youth in our community through
their Youth Cultural Summer Camp, Children’s
Theater, and local scholarships programs that
help high school and community college stu-
dents afford educational programs.

In recognition of its progressive efforts to-
wards women in our community, AAUW Thou-
sand Oaks has also been recognized for its
“Outstanding Mission Based Programs” at the
state level of the organization by AAUW of
California.

On the occasion of its 50th anniversary, |
would like to congratulate the American Asso-
ciation of University Women of Thousand
Oaks for its outstanding leadership and stead-
fast commitment to advancing equity for
women and girls in the Conejo Valley.

IN RECOGNITION OF SKYLER POW-
ELL’S PROMOTION TO CHIEF
PETTY OFFICER

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge Skyler Powell on becoming the first
cadet in the history of Purcellville, Virginia’s
VIKING Sea Cadet Division to achieve the
rank of Chief Petty Officer. This is a tremen-
dous honor considering that historically only 1
percent of the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps’
10,000 cadets receive this appointment, and
of that 1 percent only 20 percent have been
female. | am proud to represent this young
woman, who is a shining example of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia’s hardworking and serv-
ice-minded citizens.

The United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps,
which was founded over 50 years ago, is a
federally chartered non-profit civilian organiza-
tion that serves to teach individuals about
naval operations, community service, citizen-
ship, and helps foster discipline and teamwork
in our nation’s youth.

In addition to the courses, training and
exams, Powell developed and demonstrated
dedication, leadership, self-reliance, commit-
ment and courage as she rose through the
cadet ranks. During summer break, she at-
tended a two-week recruit training, a short-
ened version of the Navy’s boot camp. She
has also attended multiple advanced trainings
on topics including marksmanship, cyber secu-
rity and advanced music training in locations
from San Francisco and Las Vegas, to Fort
Custer and Fort Lee. She also served as a
staff cadet at recruit training in Aberdeen,
Maryland and Navy League orientation training
in Norfolk, Virginia.

Chief Powell has earned the Veterans of
Foreign Wars’ Naval Sea Cadet Medal and
the Sons of the American Revolution Good
Citizenship Award in addition to maintaining a
4.1 GPA while taking honors and AP classes.
During her Sea Cadet career she has logged
over 250 volunteer community service hours.
She is likewise an active member of the
Loudoun Valley High School Marching Band
and currently leads the VIKING Division
CyberPatriot team—a nationwide cyber secu-
rity competition sponsored by the U.S. Air
Force.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask my colleagues to
congratulate Skyler Powell for her promotion
to Chief Petty Officer in Purcellville’s VIKING
Sea Cadet Division, and to join me in wishing
her a happiness and fortune in her future en-
deavors.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF JOHN H.
GLENN, JR. U.S. SENATOR, DECO-
RATED WAR VETERAN, PATH-
BREAKING ASTRONAUT, AND
TRUE AMERICAN HERO

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to John Glenn, who died December
8, 2016 at the age of 95, in Columbus, Ohio.

John Glenn represented the best of Amer-
ica.

Perhaps more than any other American of
his generation, he personified the American
spirit of daring, achievement, bravery, innova-
tion, and humility.

As a four-term United States Senator from
Ohio, John Glenn was one of the most pas-
sionate advocates for justice and opportunity
for all persons.

Most important of all, for more than 75
years, John Glenn served his country honor-
ably in his home State of Ohio, in the United
States Senate, in uniform during World War I
and the Korean Conflict, and in outer space as
one of the original class of astronauts that
made space exploration synonymous with
American leadership.

John Glenn did indeed possess the ‘right
stuff,” as the writer Tom Wolfe documented in
his 1979 best-selling book about the first
Project Mercury astronauts selected for the
NASA space program.

John Glenn was a hero and inspiration to
millions of boys and girls who held their breath
as he rocketed into outer space, orbited the
earth, and safely descended from the heavens
to return home to his beloved wife Annie and
an adoring public.

Godspeed, John Glenn.

———

HONORING CALIFORNIA STATE
SENATOR FRAN PAVLEY

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in recognition of my friend and
former colleague California State Senator Fran
Pavley, a dedicated and driven member of the
California State Legislature, who is being hon-
ored for her outstanding leadership, steadfast
advocacy, and invaluable dedication to public
service.

For over three decades, Senator Pavley has
been a widely accomplished legislator.
Throughout her career, she has authored
groundbreaking and historic legislation to pro-
tect and realize a better future for the State of
California. Senator Pavley has been one of
the state’s greatest environmental champions.
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