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Senator Pavley has played an instrumental 

role in landmark policies and initiatives to pro-
tect California’s environment and its natural re-
sources. She is the author of Assembly Bill 
1493, which became the framework for vehicle 
emissions standards on the national level. She 
also wrote Assembly Bill 32, the nation’s first 
cap on greenhouse gas pollution. These bills 
have served as a catalyst for innovation and 
job growth in clean and renewable energy as 
well as alternative fuels. Senator Pavley’s 
work had a monumental impact on national 
emissions policies when President Obama im-
plemented national clean car standards, mod-
eled on Assembly Bill 1493, also known as the 
‘‘Pavley Law.’’ 

Senator Pavley continued her dedicated 
campaign of environmental protection when 
she paved the way to end unregulated hydrau-
lic fracturing and other oil-extraction practices 
in California. In 2013, she coauthored suc-
cessful legislation to invest $2 billion in effec-
tive air-quality and clean vehicle and fuel tech-
nology programs. 

In a time of historic drought for California, 
Senator Pavley and her expansive knowledge 
and background has been an important figure 
in addressing this complex issue and its vast 
impact on the state. In 2014, Senator Pavley 
authored innovative and pioneering legislation 
for the state’s management of groundwater. 
This bill helped to negotiate a bipartisan water 
bond that was approved by voters, which au-
thorized $7.12 billion in general obligation 
bonds for state water supply infrastructure 
projects. 

Additionally, Senator Pavley has been an 
unwavering advocate for her constituents. Her 
career has been marked with legislative vic-
tories on an array of issues including stronger 
consumer protections, tougher child safety 
laws, and tighter reforms for campaign con-
tributions. 

Senator Pavley has spent a lifetime working 
for her constituents Los Angeles and Ventura 
counties. For these reasons, it is with heartfelt 
appreciation that I am pleased to join the Ven-
tura County Women’s Political Council in rec-
ognizing Senator Fran Pavley. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF HAWAI‘I 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE CLIFT 
TSUJI 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, on November 
15, 2016, the Aloha State lost the Honorable 
Clift Tsuji, a soldier, a Hawaii State Rep-
resentative, and a loving father. Born and 
raised in the plantation town of Pāpa‘ikou, 
Representative Clift Tsuji served the people of 
Hawaii Island throughout his 75 years of life. 

After graduating from Hilo High School in 
1959, Representative Tsuji served as a U.S. 
Army Reservist with the 442nd Infantry, Com-
pany B, out of Hilo from 1959–1965. He com-
pleted post-secondary degrees at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii at Mānoa and the University of 
Washington, Pacific Coast Banking School. In 
1969, he began work at Central Pacific Bank, 
beginning a career with Central Pacific that 
spanned 34 years. 

After retiring from Central Pacific Bank in 
2003, he served as the Vice President of the 

Hilo Candy Company until 2004, when he was 
elected to serve the people of Keaukaha, 
Pana‘ewa, Waiākea, and parts of Hilo in the 
Hawai‘i House of Representatives. In the State 
House, Representative Tsuji served as the 
Chair of the House Agriculture Committee, 
where he helped champion legislation to fight 
invasive species and strengthen Hawai‘i’s bio-
security. His dedicated service on the House 
Agriculture Committee was widely recognized, 
and among many other awards, he was 
named the Hawai‘i Farm Bureau’s Legislator 
of the Year in 2015. 

Representative Tsuji was known to his con-
stituents as a passionate leader, a dedicated 
public servant, and an advocate for the Hilo 
community. In addition to his work in business 
and government, he was an active member of 
many local and statewide organizations includ-
ing the Hilo Medical Center Foundation, 
Hawai‘i Island Japanese Community Associa-
tion, Tsunami Museum, Hiroshima Kenjin Kai, 
Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Kumamoto Kenjin Kai. 

One of the last conversations Representa-
tive Tsuji had with his son Ryan was about 
making sure he could continue to pass impor-
tant legislation for his constituents in the next 
legislative session. Whether it was a construc-
tion project in Hilo, or a biosecurity bill benefit-
ting the entire State of Hawai‘i, Representative 
Tsuji was committed to delivering results for 
his constituents and the people of the Aloha 
State. 

Just a few days before his death, I saw 
Representative Tsuji at the Hilo Veterans Pa-
rade and, as usual, he was full of aloha, as he 
welcomed me to the community he loved so 
much. My heart is with his children, Ryan and 
Ashley, and all of Hawai‘i Island. Clift, you are 
missed. Mahalo nui loa (thank you) for dedi-
cating your life to serving our community in 
the spirit of aloha. Ke Akua me ke Aloha (God 
bless you). 

f 

REGARDING NOMINATION OF SEN-
ATOR JEFF SESSIONS OF ALA-
BAMA TO BE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the House Committee on the 
Judiciary and Homeland Security Committee, 
Ranking Member of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, and the Congres-
sional Voting Rights Caucus, I rise today to 
express my initial views regarding the Presi-
dent-Elect’s nomination of U.S. Senator JEF-
FERSON BEAUREGARD ‘‘JEFF’’ SESSIONS III of 
Alabama to be the next Attorney General of 
the United States. 

On Election Night the President-Elect 
pledged to the nation that he would be a 
president to all Americans. 

That pledge will ring hollow to tens of mil-
lions of Americans in light of his announced 
intention to nominate one of the U.S. Senate’s 
most far-right members, Senator JEFF SES-
SIONS (R–AL) to be the next Attorney General 
of the United States. 

Perhaps nothing would do more to reassure 
the American people that the President-Elect 

is committed to unifying the nation than the 
nomination and appointment of a person to be 
Attorney General who has a record of cham-
pioning and protecting, rather than opposing 
and undermining, the precious right to vote, 
the constitutionally guaranteed right of privacy, 
criminal justice reform, and support for reform 
of the nation’s immigration system so that it is 
fair and humane. 

The nomination of Alabama Senator SES-
SIONS as Attorney General does not inspire 
the necessary confidence. 

As a U.S. Senator from Alabama, the state 
from which the infamous Supreme Court deci-
sion in Shelby County v. Holder originated, 
Senator SESSIONS has failed to play a con-
structive role in repairing the damage to voting 
rights caused by that decision. 

He was one of the leading opponents of the 
reauthorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act. 

He is one of the Senate’s most hostile op-
ponents of comprehensive immigration reform 
and was a principal architect of the draconian 
and incendiary immigration policy advocated 
by the President-Elect during the campaign. 

His record in support of efforts to bring 
needed reform to the nation’s criminal justice 
system is virtually non-existent. 

In 1986, ten years before Senator SESSIONS 
was elected to the Senate, he was rejected for 
a U.S. District Court judgeship in view of doc-
umented incidents that revealed his lack of 
commitment to civil and voting rights, and to 
equal justice. 

His Senate voting record and rhetoric has 
endeared him to white nationalist websites 
and organizations like Breitbart and 
Stormfront. 

Should the President-Elect proceed with the 
nomination of Senator SESSIONS to be Attor-
ney General, I call upon the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to subject the nomination to the 
most comprehensive, searching, and withering 
examination. 

The United States has been blessed to 
have been served as Attorney General by 
such illustrious figures as Robert Jackson, 
Robert Kennedy, Herbert Brownell, Ramsey 
Clark, Nicholas Katzenbach, Eric Holder, and 
Edward H. Levi. 

The duty of the U.S. Attorney General is to 
lead the Department of Justice in protecting 
and expanding the civil rights of all Americans 
and the pursuit of equal justice for all, not to 
turn back the clock on hard won rights and lib-
erties. 

No Senator should vote to confirm the nomi-
nation of JEFF SESSIONS as U.S. Attorney 
General if there is the slightest doubt that he 
possesses the character, qualities, integrity, 
and commitment to justice and equality need-
ed to lead a department, the headquarters 
building of which is named for Robert F. Ken-
nedy, one of the nation’s greatest and most in-
defatigable champions of civil rights and equal 
justice for all. 

f 

HONORING HENRY L. ‘‘HANK’’ 
LACAYO 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in recognition of my friend and ally 
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Henry L. ‘‘Hank’’ Lacayo, a lifelong leader and 
advocate, who is being honored for his self-
less dedication and invaluable leadership to 
bettering our community and country. 

Born in 1931 in Los Angeles, Mr. Lacayo 
grew up in the depths of the Great Depression 
and the Second World War, fighting through a 
time of economic uncertainty and racial injus-
tice. Determined to serve his country, Mr. 
Lacayo first attempted to join the military at 
the age of 16. Although he was originally 
turned away, he quickly joined upon grad-
uating high school and served in the United 
States Army Air Corps. 

Following his military service, Mr. Lacayo 
began his career in 1953 at North American 
Aviation and became involved with United 
Auto Workers of America Local 887. Nine 
years later, he was elected President of the 
UAW Local, a position in which he rep-
resented the interests of over 30,000 workers 
and their families. Through his steadfast lead-
ership, Mr. Lacayo was appointed National Di-
rector of the Political and Legislative Depart-
ment of the UAW. While working in this capac-
ity, Mr. Lacayo served as an advisor under 
Democratic Presidential Administrations from 
John F. Kennedy to Bill Clinton. In 1986, Mr. 
Lacayo retired from the UAW and subse-
quently formed H. L. & Associates, a con-
sulting firm that enabled him to continue to be 
involved in labor relations issues, as well as 
other government, seniors, and international 
issues. 

Today, Mr. Lacayo continues to give back to 
his community by serving as President of the 
Congress of California Seniors, where he con-
tinues to dedicate his time to advocating for a 
better quality of life for others. 

Additionally, Mr. Lacayo is actively preparing 
the next generation of leaders, public serv-
ants, and community activists. Founded in 
2010 at California State University Channel Is-
lands, the Henry L. ‘‘Hank’’ Lacayo Institute for 
Workforce & Community Studies facilitates 
student internships, scholarly research, and 
the dissemination of policy information and 
recommendations. In the program, students 
learn the essential skill sets to change lives 
and positively impact communities. 

Mr. Lacayo has spent his lifetime working 
for Ventura County and our nation. His hard 
work and dedication—which has ranged from 
serving in the Army Air Corps, to actively fight-
ing for working families and California’s sen-
iors, and now passing down his knowledge 
and experience to students who will continue 
his influential work—has helped to create a 
better America. 

For these reasons, it is with genuine appre-
ciation that I am pleased to join United Way of 
Ventura County in recognizing Henry ‘‘Hank’’ 
Lacayo for his lifetime achievements. 
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OPENING PRAYER BY REV. DAN 
CUMMINS—HONORING BISHOP 
GEORGE DAVID CUMMINS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today’s open-
ing prayer is dedicated to Bishop George 
David Cummins, D.D., Rector of Trinity Epis-
copal Church, of Washington, DC, from 1855 

through 1858. Bishop Cummins on this date, 
Sunday, December 13, 1857, preached the 
first sermon in the inaugural event of the 
House Chamber. The House of Representa-
tives held its first sessions three days later on 
Wednesday, December 16, 1857. 

The present House Chamber was used as 
a place of Christian worship on Sundays from 
1857 through 1869, as were the original Sen-
ate, Supreme Court and House Chambers 
from 1800 through 1857. 

Rev. Dan Cummins, D.D., an associate pas-
tor of Skyline Church, San Diego, is a de-
scendant of Bishop George David Cummins, 
and gave recognition to the significance of this 
historic day in his opening prayer. Pastor 
Cummins and his wife JoAnn, along with Dr. 
James Garlow, Senior Pastor of Skyline 
Church, and Steve Amerson, ‘‘America’s 
Tenor,’’ are responsible for the restoration of 
those traditional Sabbath worship services in 
the U.S. Capitol with the weekly Jefferson 
Gathering worship services for members of 
Congress and staff on July 30, 2014. 
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DEMANDING THE PRESIDENT- 
ELECT TO DISCLOSE, DETAIL, 
AND TOTALLY DIVEST FINAN-
CIAL HOLDINGS TO AVOID CON-
FLICTS OF INTEREST AND TO 
COMPLY WITH EMOLUMENTS 
CLAUSE OF U.S. CONSTITUTION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to demand on behalf of the American 
people that the President-Elect disclose, de-
tail, and divest, or place in a genuine blind 
trust, all, of his financial holdings prior to tak-
ing the oath of office so as to avoid major con-
flicts of interest and to comply with the Emolu-
ments Clause of U.S. Constitution. 

As chief steward of America’s extensive do-
mestic, global, and national security interests, 
the fidelity of the President of the United 
States to the national interest must never be 
subject to question or doubt. 

The President-Elect’s extensive financial in-
terests in more than 100 companies operating 
in more than 18 countries and on five con-
tinents potentially represent major conflicts of 
interest which can only be remedied by com-
plete divestment or placing all of his assets in 
a genuine blind trust. 

As reflected in recent media reports, a pre-
liminary analysis of the President-Elect’s ex-
tensive financial arrangements reveals dozens 
of potential conflicts of interest. 

For example, the President-Elect has re-
ceived more than $10 million from his interest 
in the Trump Towers Istanbul in Turkey, a 
country with which the United States has ex-
tensive, complicated, and politically sensitive 
military and diplomatic relations. 

Similarly, since August 2015, the President- 
Elect’s business organizations has registered 
eight separate companies connected to hotel 
deals in Saudi Arabia, which is located in one 
of the world’s most critical geopolitical regions. 

Based on the limited and inadequate finan-
cial disclosures he has made to date, it ap-
pears that the President-Elect’s business orga-
nization is financially dependent upon, and ob-

ligated to, Deutsche Bank, its biggest lender, 
which happens to be negotiating a multibillion- 
dollar settlement over housing-crisis-era 
abuses with the Justice Department, a deal 
that will be finalized with Justice Department 
officials appointed by the President-Elect. 

Companies owned or controlled by the 
President-Elect’s organization also owe hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to the state-owned 
Bank of China and to Wall Street interests. 

The American people are entitled to assume 
without hesitation or doubt that when the 
President of the United States meets with for-
eign leaders and dignitaries that he is moti-
vated only by what is in the national interest 
and not the private, pecuniary interests of him-
self, his family members, or his business en-
terprises. 

That assurance cannot be provided when 
the President of the United States has enor-
mous financial stakes in the enterprises oper-
ating in those same foreign countries. 

It is for this reason—to ensure that the 
President’s loyalty will always be to the nation 
he leads—that the Framers included the 
Emoluments Clause in Article I, Section 9 of 
the Constitution, which provides that ‘‘no Per-
son holding any Office of Profit or Trust under 
them, shall, without the Consent of the Con-
gress, accept of any present, Emolument, Of-
fice, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any 
King, Prince, or foreign State.’’ 

According to leading experts in ethics, a 
prohibited emolument would include, for exam-
ple, anything from a foreign government that 
benefits the President-Elect, such as providing 
favorable tax, zoning, licensing treatment for 
his real estate holdings or enhanced security 
to protect his business operations. 

The financial interests of the President-Elect 
are extensive, complex, and inter-connected 
with the interests of foreign leaders and coun-
tries. 

They are all-encompassing and time-con-
suming. 

But they pale in comparison to the global, 
diplomatic, economic, and national security in-
terests of the United States, which supersede 
the interests of any one person or corporation. 

As the Scriptures teach, you cannot serve 
two masters. 

The President-Elect must make a choice 
and act accordingly before he takes the oath 
of office. Either divest all of his financial inter-
ests or place them in a genuine blind trust or 
refrain from taking the oath of office and as-
suming the responsibility to ‘‘take care that the 
Laws be faithfully executed’’ and ‘‘to preserve, 
protect, and defend the Constitution of the 
United States.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF GREGORY D. SODERSTROM 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of an outstanding 
member of our Armed Forces. Lieutenant 
Colonel Gregory D. ‘‘Vader’’ Soderstrom, of 
the United States Air Force, is the Special As-
sistant to the Commander, 47th Operations 
Group, Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas. 

Lt. Col. Soderstrom served as Commander 
of the 47th Student Squadron, where he 
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