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Henry L. ‘‘Hank’’ Lacayo, a lifelong leader and 
advocate, who is being honored for his self-
less dedication and invaluable leadership to 
bettering our community and country. 

Born in 1931 in Los Angeles, Mr. Lacayo 
grew up in the depths of the Great Depression 
and the Second World War, fighting through a 
time of economic uncertainty and racial injus-
tice. Determined to serve his country, Mr. 
Lacayo first attempted to join the military at 
the age of 16. Although he was originally 
turned away, he quickly joined upon grad-
uating high school and served in the United 
States Army Air Corps. 

Following his military service, Mr. Lacayo 
began his career in 1953 at North American 
Aviation and became involved with United 
Auto Workers of America Local 887. Nine 
years later, he was elected President of the 
UAW Local, a position in which he rep-
resented the interests of over 30,000 workers 
and their families. Through his steadfast lead-
ership, Mr. Lacayo was appointed National Di-
rector of the Political and Legislative Depart-
ment of the UAW. While working in this capac-
ity, Mr. Lacayo served as an advisor under 
Democratic Presidential Administrations from 
John F. Kennedy to Bill Clinton. In 1986, Mr. 
Lacayo retired from the UAW and subse-
quently formed H. L. & Associates, a con-
sulting firm that enabled him to continue to be 
involved in labor relations issues, as well as 
other government, seniors, and international 
issues. 

Today, Mr. Lacayo continues to give back to 
his community by serving as President of the 
Congress of California Seniors, where he con-
tinues to dedicate his time to advocating for a 
better quality of life for others. 

Additionally, Mr. Lacayo is actively preparing 
the next generation of leaders, public serv-
ants, and community activists. Founded in 
2010 at California State University Channel Is-
lands, the Henry L. ‘‘Hank’’ Lacayo Institute for 
Workforce & Community Studies facilitates 
student internships, scholarly research, and 
the dissemination of policy information and 
recommendations. In the program, students 
learn the essential skill sets to change lives 
and positively impact communities. 

Mr. Lacayo has spent his lifetime working 
for Ventura County and our nation. His hard 
work and dedication—which has ranged from 
serving in the Army Air Corps, to actively fight-
ing for working families and California’s sen-
iors, and now passing down his knowledge 
and experience to students who will continue 
his influential work—has helped to create a 
better America. 

For these reasons, it is with genuine appre-
ciation that I am pleased to join United Way of 
Ventura County in recognizing Henry ‘‘Hank’’ 
Lacayo for his lifetime achievements. 
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OPENING PRAYER BY REV. DAN 
CUMMINS—HONORING BISHOP 
GEORGE DAVID CUMMINS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today’s open-
ing prayer is dedicated to Bishop George 
David Cummins, D.D., Rector of Trinity Epis-
copal Church, of Washington, DC, from 1855 

through 1858. Bishop Cummins on this date, 
Sunday, December 13, 1857, preached the 
first sermon in the inaugural event of the 
House Chamber. The House of Representa-
tives held its first sessions three days later on 
Wednesday, December 16, 1857. 

The present House Chamber was used as 
a place of Christian worship on Sundays from 
1857 through 1869, as were the original Sen-
ate, Supreme Court and House Chambers 
from 1800 through 1857. 

Rev. Dan Cummins, D.D., an associate pas-
tor of Skyline Church, San Diego, is a de-
scendant of Bishop George David Cummins, 
and gave recognition to the significance of this 
historic day in his opening prayer. Pastor 
Cummins and his wife JoAnn, along with Dr. 
James Garlow, Senior Pastor of Skyline 
Church, and Steve Amerson, ‘‘America’s 
Tenor,’’ are responsible for the restoration of 
those traditional Sabbath worship services in 
the U.S. Capitol with the weekly Jefferson 
Gathering worship services for members of 
Congress and staff on July 30, 2014. 
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DEMANDING THE PRESIDENT- 
ELECT TO DISCLOSE, DETAIL, 
AND TOTALLY DIVEST FINAN-
CIAL HOLDINGS TO AVOID CON-
FLICTS OF INTEREST AND TO 
COMPLY WITH EMOLUMENTS 
CLAUSE OF U.S. CONSTITUTION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to demand on behalf of the American 
people that the President-Elect disclose, de-
tail, and divest, or place in a genuine blind 
trust, all, of his financial holdings prior to tak-
ing the oath of office so as to avoid major con-
flicts of interest and to comply with the Emolu-
ments Clause of U.S. Constitution. 

As chief steward of America’s extensive do-
mestic, global, and national security interests, 
the fidelity of the President of the United 
States to the national interest must never be 
subject to question or doubt. 

The President-Elect’s extensive financial in-
terests in more than 100 companies operating 
in more than 18 countries and on five con-
tinents potentially represent major conflicts of 
interest which can only be remedied by com-
plete divestment or placing all of his assets in 
a genuine blind trust. 

As reflected in recent media reports, a pre-
liminary analysis of the President-Elect’s ex-
tensive financial arrangements reveals dozens 
of potential conflicts of interest. 

For example, the President-Elect has re-
ceived more than $10 million from his interest 
in the Trump Towers Istanbul in Turkey, a 
country with which the United States has ex-
tensive, complicated, and politically sensitive 
military and diplomatic relations. 

Similarly, since August 2015, the President- 
Elect’s business organizations has registered 
eight separate companies connected to hotel 
deals in Saudi Arabia, which is located in one 
of the world’s most critical geopolitical regions. 

Based on the limited and inadequate finan-
cial disclosures he has made to date, it ap-
pears that the President-Elect’s business orga-
nization is financially dependent upon, and ob-

ligated to, Deutsche Bank, its biggest lender, 
which happens to be negotiating a multibillion- 
dollar settlement over housing-crisis-era 
abuses with the Justice Department, a deal 
that will be finalized with Justice Department 
officials appointed by the President-Elect. 

Companies owned or controlled by the 
President-Elect’s organization also owe hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to the state-owned 
Bank of China and to Wall Street interests. 

The American people are entitled to assume 
without hesitation or doubt that when the 
President of the United States meets with for-
eign leaders and dignitaries that he is moti-
vated only by what is in the national interest 
and not the private, pecuniary interests of him-
self, his family members, or his business en-
terprises. 

That assurance cannot be provided when 
the President of the United States has enor-
mous financial stakes in the enterprises oper-
ating in those same foreign countries. 

It is for this reason—to ensure that the 
President’s loyalty will always be to the nation 
he leads—that the Framers included the 
Emoluments Clause in Article I, Section 9 of 
the Constitution, which provides that ‘‘no Per-
son holding any Office of Profit or Trust under 
them, shall, without the Consent of the Con-
gress, accept of any present, Emolument, Of-
fice, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any 
King, Prince, or foreign State.’’ 

According to leading experts in ethics, a 
prohibited emolument would include, for exam-
ple, anything from a foreign government that 
benefits the President-Elect, such as providing 
favorable tax, zoning, licensing treatment for 
his real estate holdings or enhanced security 
to protect his business operations. 

The financial interests of the President-Elect 
are extensive, complex, and inter-connected 
with the interests of foreign leaders and coun-
tries. 

They are all-encompassing and time-con-
suming. 

But they pale in comparison to the global, 
diplomatic, economic, and national security in-
terests of the United States, which supersede 
the interests of any one person or corporation. 

As the Scriptures teach, you cannot serve 
two masters. 

The President-Elect must make a choice 
and act accordingly before he takes the oath 
of office. Either divest all of his financial inter-
ests or place them in a genuine blind trust or 
refrain from taking the oath of office and as-
suming the responsibility to ‘‘take care that the 
Laws be faithfully executed’’ and ‘‘to preserve, 
protect, and defend the Constitution of the 
United States.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF GREGORY D. SODERSTROM 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of an outstanding 
member of our Armed Forces. Lieutenant 
Colonel Gregory D. ‘‘Vader’’ Soderstrom, of 
the United States Air Force, is the Special As-
sistant to the Commander, 47th Operations 
Group, Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas. 

Lt. Col. Soderstrom served as Commander 
of the 47th Student Squadron, where he 
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oversaw the day-to-day activities of over 600 
student pilots, 22 active duty permanent party 
members, and 80 civilians assigned to Spe-
cialized Undergraduate Pilot Training. Addi-
tionally, Lt. Col. Soderstrom flies as an instruc-
tor pilot with the 85th and 434th Flying Train-
ing Squadrons, instructing future Air Force pi-
lots in the T–6A. The 47th Operations Group 
produces over 300 new pilots each year for 
the Combat, Mobility and Special Operations 
Air Forces. 

Lt. Col. Soderstrom was raised in Wichita, 
Kansas. He received his commission in 1996 
from the United States Air Force Academy. He 
is a Command Pilot with over 3,400 hours in 
the F–15C/D, T–37B, and T–6A. He has held 
a variety of positions at the squadron, group, 
wing, and Major Command level. Prior to his 
current assignment he served as the Com-
mander, Headquarters Squadron, United 
States Air Forces in Europe, Ramstein Air 
Base, Germany. 

Lt. Col. Soderstrom is married to the former 
Tephanie Weber of Marysville, Kansas. They 
have three children, Trinity, Cole, and Logan. 
I thank Lt. Col. Soderstrom, and his family, for 
his twenty years of service to a grateful nation, 
and wish him the best as he begins his new 
career as a pilot in Italy. 
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HONORING ROTARY 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 5240 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to commemorate Rotary Inter-
national District 5240, which has dutifully car-
ried out the mission of Rotary International to 
‘‘Serve Above Self.’’ By providing services to 
countless others and advancing world under-
standing, goodwill, and peace through its fel-
lowship of business, professional, and commu-
nity leaders, Rotary International District 5240 
strives to improve lives both locally and inter-
nationally. 

First established in 1918 with the founding 
club in Santa Barbara, District 5240 has grown 
along California’s central coast, throughout the 
counties of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, 
and Ventura. District 5240 also bears the dis-
tinction as one of the oldest Rotary clubs na-
tionally, founded only thirteen years after the 
original club, the Rotary Club of Chicago, was 
established. With a membership of 3,500 
members, from 74 clubs in four different coun-
ties, Rotary International District 5240 meets 
regularly to not only develop its own commu-
nities but communities around the world. 

As a member of one of the world’s largest 
service organization, Rotary International Dis-
trict 5240 has established itself with remark-
able charitable work ranging from leading polio 
eradication efforts since 1985 to a focus on 
promoting global peace, fighting disease, pro-
viding international aid for access to clean 
water and life-saving care to mothers and chil-
dren, as well as supporting educational pro-
grams, and growing local economies. Most re-
cently, Rotary International District 5240 has 

led relief efforts for Hurricane Matthew victims 
on behalf of our community. 

Locally, the organization has been a critical 
partner in economic and community develop-
ment, and has donated over $250,000 to fund 
microfinance loans that have helped start or 
grow local businesses over the past four 
years. 

For these reasons, it is with great enthu-
siasm that I recognize Rotary International 
District 5240, which is celebrating the centen-
nial anniversary of the Rotary Foundation, for 
the immeasurable ways the organization has 
contributed to our community as a whole. 
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REGARDING PRESIDENTIAL VOTE 
RECOUNTS IN THE SEVERAL 
STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the House Committees on the 
Judiciary and Homeland Security Committee; 
Ranking Member of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, and the Congres-
sional Voting Rights Caucus, I rise today to 
address efforts that may be taken in various 
states to recount votes cast for candidates for 
the office of President of the United States in 
the recent election. 

The linchpin of representative democracies 
such as the United States is public confidence 
in the political system, regime, and commu-
nity. 

That confidence in turn rests upon the ex-
tent to which the public has faith that the sys-
tem employed to select its leaders accurately 
reflects its preferences. 

At bottom, this means that all citizens cast-
ing a vote have a fundamental right and rea-
sonable expectation that the votes cast count 
and are counted. 

We know from experience that it not uncom-
mon that occasionally vote counts reported in 
an initial canvass may later prove to be inac-
curate because sometimes votes are over-
looked or inaccurately credited to the wrong 
candidate. 

Vote recounts have long been recognized 
as an essential safeguard to correct errors of 
this type. 

Recounts have occurred at the local, state, 
and, as we saw in 2000, presidential level. 

It should be noted also that the November 
8, 2016 election is the first presidential elec-
tion held since the Supreme Court issued the 
notorious decision in Shelby County v. Holder, 
which neutered the preclearance provisions of 
the Voting Rights Act and adversely affected 
the ability of hundreds of thousands of per-
sons to cast a ballot and have their vote 
counted. 

Also, as is the case this year, where the re-
sults in the Electoral College and of the pop-
ular vote diverge by the largest and most as-
tounding margin in American history, it is par-
ticularly fitting and appropriate to ensure that 
any uncertainty over the accuracy of the vote 

determining any state’s electoral votes be re-
solved as fairly and expeditiously as possible. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE BEND HEROES 
FOUNDATION 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the non-profit Bend Heroes Foundation of 
Bend, Oregon, for its outstanding dedication to 
Oregon’s veterans of the Armed Services. 

As a member of the National Honor Flight 
Network, the Foundation has honored over 
550 World War II Oregon heroes who helped 
save the world from tyranny over seven dec-
ades ago. It has been my high honor to wel-
come them to Washington, D.C. and present 
each World War II veteran with a flag flown 
over our nation’s Capitol in his or her honor. 

The Foundation created the Bend Heroes 
Memorial to honor Bend’s veterans who 
served and died during war from World War I 
to the present. It was my privilege to help 
dedicate the memorial on Veterans Day back 
in 2009. The Foundation also inaugurated the 
Bend Parade of Flags program displaying 300 
flags in Bend on eight patriotic days each 
year. I was again privileged to provide those 
flags and have them flown over our nation’s 
Capitol. 

Furthering their efforts, the Foundation 
worked with the Oregon Legislature to create 
six war veterans highways across Oregon: 
World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, 
Persian Gulf/Afghanistan and Iraq and the 
Purple Heart Trail. Sixty-seven honorific signs 
have been installed on 1,730 miles of border- 
to-border highways, in total honoring 500,000 
Oregon war veterans. 

The Bend Heroes Foundation also created 
the Oregon Medal of Honor Exhibit to cele-
brate 26 Oregonians who received our na-
tion’s highest award for valor above and be-
yond the call of duty during combat from the 
Civil War to Vietnam. Mr. Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Max-
well of Bend is one of the World War II recipi-
ents, and at 96 he is our nation’s oldest living 
recipient. It was a privilege for me to provide 
him with a large American flag flown over the 
U.S. Capitol. That flag is now prominently dis-
played at the Foundation’s exhibit in 
McMinnville. 

I would also like to honor the members of 
the Bend Heroes Foundation for their tireless 
efforts: Chairman Dick Tobiason, President 
Erik Tobiason, Vice President-Secretary 
Yvonne Drury, Treasurer Priscilla Reich, Di-
rectors Bob Dent, Denny Drury, Joe Galla-
gher, Mike Genna, Harley Kelley, Bob Max-
well, Darla Rozelle, Rob Walker and Diane 
Harris, and Volunteers Candace Kelley, Mike 
Brock, Sid Poe, and John and Jean Frye. All 
serve without pay and are extremely proud of 
their efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful state 
and country, I wish to honor the Bend Heroes 
Foundation for its many grand accomplish-
ments over many years. 
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