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oversaw the day-to-day activities of over 600
student pilots, 22 active duty permanent party
members, and 80 civilians assigned to Spe-
cialized Undergraduate Pilot Training. Addi-
tionally, Lt. Col. Soderstrom flies as an instruc-
tor pilot with the 85th and 434th Flying Train-
ing Squadrons, instructing future Air Force pi-
lots in the T-6A. The 47th Operations Group
produces over 300 new pilots each year for
the Combat, Mobility and Special Operations
Air Forces.

Lt. Col. Soderstrom was raised in Wichita,
Kansas. He received his commission in 1996
from the United States Air Force Academy. He
is a Command Pilot with over 3,400 hours in
the F-15C/D, T-37B, and T-6A. He has held
a variety of positions at the squadron, group,
wing, and Major Command level. Prior to his
current assignment he served as the Com-
mander, Headquarters Squadron, United
States Air Forces in Europe, Ramstein Air
Base, Germany.

Lt. Col. Soderstrom is married to the former
Tephanie Weber of Marysville, Kansas. They
have three children, Trinity, Cole, and Logan.
| thank Lt. Col. Soderstrom, and his family, for
his twenty years of service to a grateful nation,
and wish him the best as he begins his new
career as a pilot in Italy.

———

HONORING ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 5240

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to commemorate Rotary Inter-
national District 5240, which has dutifully car-
ried out the mission of Rotary International to
“Serve Above Self.” By providing services to
countless others and advancing world under-
standing, goodwill, and peace through its fel-
lowship of business, professional, and commu-
nity leaders, Rotary International District 5240
strives to improve lives both locally and inter-
nationally.

First established in 1918 with the founding
club in Santa Barbara, District 5240 has grown
along California’s central coast, throughout the
counties of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
and Ventura. District 5240 also bears the dis-
tinction as one of the oldest Rotary clubs na-
tionally, founded only thirteen years after the
original club, the Rotary Club of Chicago, was
established. With a membership of 3,500
members, from 74 clubs in four different coun-
ties, Rotary International District 5240 meets
regularly to not only develop its own commu-
nities but communities around the world.

As a member of one of the world’s largest
service organization, Rotary International Dis-
trict 5240 has established itself with remark-
able charitable work ranging from leading polio
eradication efforts since 1985 to a focus on
promoting global peace, fighting disease, pro-
viding international aid for access to clean
water and life-saving care to mothers and chil-
dren, as well as supporting educational pro-
grams, and growing local economies. Most re-
cently, Rotary International District 5240 has
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led relief efforts for Hurricane Matthew victims
on behalf of our community.

Locally, the organization has been a critical
partner in economic and community develop-
ment, and has donated over $250,000 to fund
microfinance loans that have helped start or
grow local businesses over the past four
years.

For these reasons, it is with great enthu-
siasm that | recognize Rotary International
District 5240, which is celebrating the centen-
nial anniversary of the Rotary Foundation, for
the immeasurable ways the organization has
contributed to our community as a whole.

REGARDING PRESIDENTIAL VOTE

RECOUNTS IN THE SEVERAL
STATES
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the House Committees on the
Judiciary and Homeland Security Committee;
Ranking Member of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, and the Congres-
sional Voting Rights Caucus, | rise today to
address efforts that may be taken in various
states to recount votes cast for candidates for
the office of President of the United States in
the recent election.

The linchpin of representative democracies
such as the United States is public confidence
in the political system, regime, and commu-
nity.

That confidence in turn rests upon the ex-
tent to which the public has faith that the sys-
tem employed to select its leaders accurately
reflects its preferences.

At bottom, this means that all citizens cast-
ing a vote have a fundamental right and rea-
sonable expectation that the votes cast count
and are counted.

We know from experience that it not uncom-
mon that occasionally vote counts reported in
an initial canvass may later prove to be inac-
curate because sometimes votes are over-
looked or inaccurately credited to the wrong
candidate.

Vote recounts have long been recognized
as an essential safeguard to correct errors of
this type.

Recounts have occurred at the local, state,
and, as we saw in 2000, presidential level.

It should be noted also that the November
8, 2016 election is the first presidential elec-
tion held since the Supreme Court issued the
notorious decision in Shelby County v. Holder,
which neutered the preclearance provisions of
the Voting Rights Act and adversely affected
the ability of hundreds of thousands of per-
sons to cast a ballot and have their vote
counted.

Also, as is the case this year, where the re-
sults in the Electoral College and of the pop-
ular vote diverge by the largest and most as-
tounding margin in American history, it is par-
ticularly fitting and appropriate to ensure that
any uncertainty over the accuracy of the vote
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determining any state’s electoral votes be re-
solved as fairly and expeditiously as possible.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE BEND HEROES
FOUNDATION

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the non-profit Bend Heroes Foundation of
Bend, Oregon, for its outstanding dedication to
Oregon’s veterans of the Armed Services.

As a member of the National Honor Flight
Network, the Foundation has honored over
550 World War Il Oregon heroes who helped
save the world from tyranny over seven dec-
ades ago. It has been my high honor to wel-
come them to Washington, D.C. and present
each World War |l veteran with a flag flown
over our nation’s Capitol in his or her honor.

The Foundation created the Bend Heroes
Memorial to honor Bend’'s veterans who
served and died during war from World War |
to the present. It was my privilege to help
dedicate the memorial on Veterans Day back
in 2009. The Foundation also inaugurated the
Bend Parade of Flags program displaying 300
flags in Bend on eight patriotic days each
year. | was again privileged to provide those
flags and have them flown over our nation’s
Capitol.

Furthering their efforts, the Foundation
worked with the Oregon Legislature to create
six war veterans highways across Oregon:
World War |, World War Il, Korea, Vietnam,
Persian Gulf/Afghanistan and Iraq and the
Purple Heart Trail. Sixty-seven honorific signs
have been installed on 1,730 miles of border-
to-border highways, in total honoring 500,000
Oregon war veterans.

The Bend Heroes Foundation also created
the Oregon Medal of Honor Exhibit to cele-
brate 26 Oregonians who received our na-
tion’s highest award for valor above and be-
yond the call of duty during combat from the
Civil War to Vietham. Mr. Robert “Bob” Max-
well of Bend is one of the World War Il recipi-
ents, and at 96 he is our nation’s oldest living
recipient. It was a privilege for me to provide
him with a large American flag flown over the
U.S. Capitol. That flag is now prominently dis-
played at the Foundation’s exhibit in
McMinnville.

| would also like to honor the members of
the Bend Heroes Foundation for their tireless
efforts: Chairman Dick Tobiason, President
Erik Tobiason, Vice President-Secretary
Yvonne Drury, Treasurer Priscilla Reich, Di-
rectors Bob Dent, Denny Drury, Joe Galla-
gher, Mike Genna, Harley Kelley, Bob Max-
well, Darla Rozelle, Rob Walker and Diane
Harris, and Volunteers Candace Kelley, Mike
Brock, Sid Poe, and John and Jean Frye. All
serve without pay and are extremely proud of
their efforts.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful state
and country, | wish to honor the Bend Heroes
Foundation for its many grand accomplish-
ments over many years.
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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 6483, THE
SWINE WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE
AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
ACT (THE SWINE ACT)

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
as the 114th Congress comes to a close, |
have introduced the Swine Waste Infrastruc-
ture and Natural Environment Act (the SWINE
Act, or H.R. 6483). | am hopeful that this bill
will provoke constructive discussions and sug-
gestions in the coming weeks from stake-
holders in the agricultural and environmental
communities, so that | can introduce an im-
proved version early next year.

The SWINE Act builds on efforts in North
Carolina and elsewhere to develop new tech-
nologies to manage and dispose of waste
from animal agricultural production, replacing
the current “lagoon and spray-field” method
used by many swine producers. In 1999, the
environmental impact of lagoon and spray-field
waste disposal systems was made particularly
acute by Hurricane Floyd, an unusually large
storm which caused poorly-regulated hog la-
goons to overflow and discharge untreated
animal waste into water systems across East-
ern North Carolina. But for years prior to the
storm, large animal feeding operations had
emitted noxious odor and threatened the air
and water quality of small rural communities
across the Southeast.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Floyd, forward-
thinking leaders in North Carolina initiated a
process in which industry, academia, and the
environmental community worked together to
identify waste disposal technologies that would
mitigate the worst environmental effects of the
lagoon and spray-field system. The effort
sparked a vigorous public discussion on
issues related to swine waste while fostering a
period of technological innovation in waste
processing technology. For nearly a decade, |
helped secure federal assistance for the re-
search and development of environmentally
sound methods of processing swine waste
and for technical assistance to producers who
sought to adopt such technologies. While this
process resulted in significant progress toward
a viable alternative to lagoon and spray-fields,
the technologies developed thus far fell short
of the established threshold for economic fea-
sibility and have thus not been widely adopted
by producers.

The environmental and social threats posed
by the lagoon and spray-field method are not
limited to North Carolina, and thus require a
national solution. With additional investments
in research and development and incentives
for technology adoption, the technologies de-
veloped in North Carolina and elsewhere—or
new technologies yet to be developed—can
be made market-ready, producing an afford-
able and environmentally superior replacement
for lagoon and spray-field. We should not be
forced to choose between a clean environ-
ment and a successful, innovative animal agri-
culture industry. With this bill, | believe we can
improve the environment while remaining the
world leader in animal agricultural production.
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URGING PRESIDENT-ELECT TO RE-
SCIND APPOINTMENT OF STEVEN
BANNON TO SENIOR  WHITE
HOUSE POSITION

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to urge the President-Elect to rescind
his controversial appointment of Steven
Bannon as White House Senior Counselor
and Strategist.

If the President-Elect takes seriously his
Election Night pledge to be a president to “all
Americans,” he must immediately renounce
his intention to appoint Steven Bannon as
White House Senior Counselor and Strategist.

Steven Bannon has a long history promoting
racial and ethnic bigotry, sexism, religious in-
tolerance, and misogyny.

He has insinuated that African-Americans
are ‘naturally aggressive and violent, and
under his leadership, Breitbart's publishing
strategy turned to one that has made it the
media arm of the racist “Alt-Right” movement,
publishing articles promoting popular white na-
tionalist tropes such as “black on white crime”
and that “rape culture” is inherent in Islam.

In selecting Steven Bannon as one of his
two most trusted White House advisors, the
President-Elect is signaling to the American
people that the inflammatory, reckless, and in-
sensitive rhetoric and tactics employed by his
campaign can be expected to become part of
his Administration’s standard operating proce-
dure.

This is not the way to begin healing the
wounds opened by the recently concluded
presidential campaign and or to bring the
American people together.

| strongly urge the President-Elect to recon-
sider his decision and rescind his controversial
appointment of Steven Bannon as White
House Senior Counselor and Strategist.

—

HONORING COMMANDER MONICA
McGRATH

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in recognition of Commander
Monica McGrath, an outstanding and dedi-
cated member of the Ventura County Sheriff’s
Office, who is being honored as the recipient
of Interface Children & Family Services’ inau-
gural “Domestic Violence Champion for
Change” Award. A staunch advocate, spokes-
person, and community role model in the fight
against domestic violence, Commander
McGrath has played an instrumental role in
establishing local law enforcement’s unique
and specialized response to domestic violence
throughout the region.

Commander McGrath has been a longtime
pioneer for women as a member of Ventura
County Sheriff's Office providing passionate
advocacy to survivors of abuse and trauma
since she joined the organization in 1987.
Commander McGrath has served our commu-
nity with the highest level of commitment to
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public safety. Her extraordinary efforts have
positively impacted and transformed the lives
of many individuals and families.

In February 2015, Commander McGrath
was selected as the new Chief of Police for
the City of Camarillo. She has worked the ma-
jority of her career in Camarillo and is involved
in several community-based organizations, in-
cluding Interface Children & Family Services.
Alongside Interface, she has been a true part-
ner in supporting the comprehensive strate-
gies to address, prevent, and ultimately end
the cycle of domestic violence within families
throughout Ventura County.

Moreover, Commander McGrath has been
an invaluable member of the Interface Leader-
ship Advisory Council, which shows her com-
passionate and caring dedication to victims of
domestic violence. She also actively partici-
pates on the newly developed Domestic Vio-
lence Task Force for Ventura County. Her ex-
tensive knowledge, background, and leader-
ship on the issue of domestic violence greatly
contribute to her ability to effectively raise
awareness and create the necessary change
to end this epidemic.

For these reasons, | am pleased to join
Interface Children & Family Services in recog-
nizing Commander Monica McGrath for her
countless contributions in combating domestic
violence in Ventura County.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ELIZABETH
MINOR

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to use this time in recognition of Eliza-
beth Minor, the beloved Mayor of Winchester,
Virginia. Mayor Minor is retiring from her office
after twelve years of dedicated service to the
people of Winchester.

During her time as Mayor and as a member
of the City Council, Winchester has experi-
enced a renaissance that has transformed the
city into an extraordinary place to live, work
and study. There is no one who has had a
greater impact on creating this transformation
than Mayor Elizabeth Minor. Always willing to
speak at gatherings of Winchester residents,
Mayor Minor was always prepared with the
perfect message for each occasion. She has
tirelessly used her special position in the com-
munity to unify and encourage people of all
ages, races and incomes.

Elizabeth’s tenure as Mayor has been
marked by many successes, including signifi-
cant improvements to the city’s education sys-
tem, improvements to the Jim Barnett Park,
the transformation of Old Town Winchester
and the beautification of the gateways to the
city. Additionally, when cities and states
across the country are struggling to develop
budgets, her stewardship has helped Win-
chester to win the Distinguished Budget Pres-
entation Award from the Government Finance
Officers Association of the United States and
Canada for four years in a row.

Elizabeth Minor served as Vice-Mayor of
Winchester from 1994 to 2004, and has been
a member of the City Council since 1980. Her
nearly four decades of selfless service to her
community will serve as a benchmark for the
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