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House of Representatives

The House met at 2:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. COMSTOCK).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 13, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BARBARA
COMSTOCK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Dan C. Cummins, SKy-
line Wesleyan Church, San Diego, Cali-
fornia, offered the following prayer:

Almighty Father, Creator of Heaven
and Earth, and Governor of all Nations,
we give praise to Your Name as we
stand on this 159th anniversary of the
opening of this beautiful Chamber that
has witnessed this Nation’s rich his-
tory. May God bless the House of Rep-
resentatives with another century and
a half of doing the people’s bidding in
maintaining family, faith, life, and
freedom.

We pray that the wisdom of King Sol-
omon be given its leadership for guid-
ance to lead us in the paths of right-
eousness. And may they possess the in-
genuity of King Uzziah to craft and
create new means to prosperity for us
all. Lastly, give them the fear of the
Lord, for without it, no man shall pos-
sess Your wisdom.

We pray for peaceful transition of
power, for racial reconciliation, for ci-
vility in governance, and peace and
goodwill for all mankind.

In that Holy Christmas Child’s name
we pray.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2(a) of House Resolution
944, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 12, 2016, at 3:12 p.m.:

That the Senate concurs
amendment to the bill S. 2971.

That the Senate concurs
amendment to the bill S. 2854.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

in the House

in the House

KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 12, 2016, at 3:55 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 3084.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 12, 2016, at 5:44 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 40.
That the Senate

ment H.R. 6282.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6138.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 4680.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 5612.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 4465.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 5948.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6323.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 4352.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 5099.

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-
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