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ESTABLISHING A SELECT INVESTIGATIVE PANEL OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE

OCTOBER 6, 2015.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Ms. Foxx, from the Committee on Rules,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. Res. 461]

The Committee on Rules, having considered the resolution (H.
Res. 461) establishing a Select Investigative Panel of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, report favorably thereon without
amendment and recommend that the resolution be adopted.
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

The resolution establishes a Select Investigative Panel as part of
the Committee on Energy and Commerce to investigate and study
matters related to procedures and practices of organizations in-
volved in fetal tissue procurement. The Select Investigative Panel
will have the standard array of investigative tools at its disposal.

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATION

Three House Committees initiated investigations soon after un-
dercover videos featuring senior level Planned Parenthood officials
admitting unethical and potentially illegal procedures surfaced.
These investigations focused on the practice of fetal tissue procure-

59-008



2

ment and the enforcement of laws related to such procurement,
medical care given to children born as a result of an attempted
abortion, and federal support for abortion providers. The investiga-
tions have also focused on abortion providers, tissue procurement
organizations, and the Departments of Justice and Health and
Human Services.

The Committee on the Judiciary is examining the relevant fed-
eral criminal law and the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform is examining the sources of federal funding.

The Committee on Energy and Commerce has begun to inves-
tigate the medical and business practices of abortion providers and
fetal tissue procurement organizations. The Committee on Energy
and Commerce has requested documents and interviewed officials
from abortion providers and tissue procurement organizations.

JULY 15, 2015: Upon release of the first video, Energy and Com-
merce Committee leaders released a statement launching investiga-
tions within the committee’s jurisdictions. “Dr. Nucatola’s state-
ments raise most troubling questions with regard to your organiza-
tion’s practices when performing abortions and whether those prac-
tices are consistent with federal law, including those laws restrict-
ing partial birth abortions and the sale of human fetal tissue.”

JULY 17, 2015: Energy and Commerce Committee members sent a
letter to Cecile Richards, the president of Planned Parenthood Fed-
eration of America (PPFA) requesting a briefing with Dr. Deborah
Nucatola (the woman featured in the first video and the Senior Di-
rector of Medical Services at PPFA).

AUGUST 7, 2015: The Energy and Commerce Committee sent let-
ters to PPFA, Advanced Bioscience Resources, Inc., Novogenix Lab-
oratories, and StemExpress requesting additional briefings and in-
formation regarding each organization’s practices relating to
human fetal tissue collection, sale, and/or donation.

Over the month of August, Energy and Commerce Committee
staff conducted interviews with Dr. Reagan McDonald-Mosley, the
Chief Medical Officer of PPFA, Dr. Deborah Nucatola, officials from
StemExpress, Advanced Bioscience Resources, Inc. and Novogenix
Laboratories, and the Associate Director for Science Policy at the
National Institutes of Health.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2015: Energy and Commerce Committee leaders
sent two letters to Advanced Bioscience Resources, Inc. and
Novogenix demanding more details regarding how the companies
deal with Planned Parenthood affiliates, the cost of fetal tissue,
and obtaining consent from patients. Chairman Upton and Sub-
committee Chairman Murphy commented, “Our investigation has
always and continues to be about respect for human life.”

Evidence gathered through the Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee’s investigation to date justifies further examination of fetal tis-
sue procurement practices, late abortions and children born alive,
and federal support for abortion providers. The scope of this exam-
ination necessitates the creation of a select investigative panel to
focus on these matters. PPFA alone has 59 affiliates and approxi-
mately 700 health centers in addition to independent abortion pro-
viders and tissue procurement organizations. A careful examination
of the large number of expected documents to be reviewed and
interviews to be conducted by the Oversight and Investigations
Subcommittee of the Energy and Commerce Committee would pre-
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vent the Subcommittee from conducting meaningful and necessary
oversight of the many other matters within the jurisdiction of the
committee. The Select Investigative Panel will permit this nec-
essary investigation to continue without impairing the other impor-
tant work of the Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee.

HEARINGS

On October 6, 2015, the Committee on Rules held a legislative
hearing on H. Res. 461, establishing a Select Investigative Panel
of the Committee on Energy and Commerce. The following wit-
nesses testified: Hon. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) and Hon. Frank
Pallone Jr. (D-NJ)

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION

The Committee on Rules met on October 6, 2015 in open session
and ordered H. Res. 461 favorably reported to the House by a non-
record vote, a quorum being present.

COMMITTEE VOTES

Clause 3(b) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives requires the Committee to list the record votes on the motion
to report legislation and amendments thereto. A motion by Mr.
Cole to report the bill to the House with a favorable recommenda-
tion was agreed to by a nonrecord vote, a quorum being present.

The committee also considered the following amendments on
which record votes were requested. The names of Members voting
for and against follow:

RECORD VOTE NO. 109

Date: October 06, 2015.

Amendment offered by Ms. Slaughter, which would strike all the
language regarding the Planned Parenthood panel and replace it
with a resolution to dissolve the Benghazi Panel.

Not Agreed to: 2 yeas and 7 nays.

Not
Voting

Not

Representative Yea Nay Voting

Representative Yea Nay

Ms. Foxx, Vice Chairman ... v v X Ms. Slaughter, Ranking Member ..... X e s
ME. COlE oo s X Mr. McGovern

Mr. Woodall .. Mr. Hastings .
Mr. Burgess . Mr. Polis ....... X e
Mr. Stivers ..
Mr. Collin

ME. BYINE oo v X
Mr. Newhouse ......... e X
Mr. Sessions, Chairman ......cceeee . X

Vote Total: 2 7 4

RECORD VOTE NO. 110
H. RES. 461 [ORIGINAL JURISDICTION]

Date: October 06, 2015.

Amendment offered by Mr. Polis, which would require that the
Energy and Commerce Committee provide periodic reports to the
House on all of the expenditures of the Select Panel, along with a
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report on which legislative functions are being curtailed in order to
divert such funds to the select panel.
Not Agreed to: 2 yeas and 8 nays.

Not
Voting

Not

Representative Yea Nay Voting

Representative Yea Nay

Ms. Foxx, Vice Chairman ... oeeee e X Ms. Slaughter, Ranking Member ..... X
Mr. Cole oo e X Mr. MCGOVEIN oo e s X
Mr. Woodall .o s X Mr. HaStiNgS oo e e X
Mr. Burgess ... R X Mr. POLS oo X
Mr. Stivers ..... e X

Mr. Collins ..... e X

Mr. Byme ....... e X

Mr. NEWNOUSE ..o s X

Mr. Sessions, Chairman ......cceee e X

Vote Total: 2 8 3

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee made findings and recommenda-
tions that are reflected in this report.

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(4) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee establishes the following per-
formance related goals and objectives for this legislation:

The resolution will provide the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce with a dedicated panel to investigate matters related to pro-
cedures and practices of organizations involved in fetal tissue pro-
curement.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE STATEMENT

No advisory committees within the meaning of section 5(b) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act were created by this legislation.

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS OF THE LEGISLATION

The first section of the resolution establishes the Select Inves-
tigative Panel of the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Section 2 addresses the structure and authorities of the select
panel. Subsection (a) provides that the select panel will be com-
prised of 13 members appointed by the Speaker, five of whom will
be appointed on the recommendation of the Minority Leader. Any
vacancies are to be filled in the same manner as the original ap-
pointment. While members of the select committee may be ap-
pointed from the entire membership of the House, subsection (b)
provides that members of the select panel are to be treated as
though members of the Committee on Energy and Commerce for
purposes of the select panel’s investigation and subsection (c) pro-
vides that no member may serve in an ex officio capacity. Finally,
subsection (d) provides that the select panel’s chair must also be
a member of the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Section 3 of the resolution provides the scope of the select panel’s
investigation. It directs the select panel to perform a complete in-
vestigation and study and issue a final report (along with any nec-
essary interim reports) regarding medical procedures and business
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practices used by entities involved in fetal tissue procurement, any
other relevant matters with respect to fetal tissue procurement;
Federal funding and support for abortion providers; the practices of
providers of second and third trimester abortions, including partial
birth abortion and procedures that may lead to a child born alive
as a result of an attempted abortion; medical procedures for the
care of a child born alive as a result of an attempted abortion; and
any changes in law or regulation necessary as a result of any find-
ings resulting from the investigation and study. The Committee
notes that while this provision directs the select panel to report
recommendations for necessary changes in law or regulation re-
lated to the matters under investigation, this provision is not in-
tended to confer legislative jurisdiction on the select panel. Any
recommended changes should considered by the appropriate stand-
ing committees in the regular order.

This section also provides that the chair of the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce will cause the select panel’s reports to be
printed and made publicly available in electronic form.

Section 4 provides that rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the rules of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce shall apply to the select panel in the same manner as any
other subcommittee, except that the chair of the select panel (1) is
authorized to authorize and issue subpoenas, including for the pur-
pose of taking depositions; (2) may order the taking of depositions
by members or counsel of the select panel and that any deposition
taken pursuant to this authority will be governed by the regula-
tions issued by the chair of the Committee on Rules; and (3) may
recognize members or staff to question witnesses for periods longer
than five minutes as though pursuant to clause 2(G)(2) of rule XI.

Section 5 of the resolution provides that service on the select
panel does not count against the subcommittee service limitation in
clause 5(b)(2)(A) of rule X, while section 6 provides that the select
panel will be dissolved 30 days after filing its final report.

CHANGES IN EXISTING HOUSE RULES MADE BY THE RESOLUTION, AS
REPORTED

In compliance with clause 3(g) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee finds that this resolution
does not propose to repeal or amend a standing rule of the House.

O




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-02-01T04:57:20-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




