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REPORT

114TH CONGRESS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 114-29

1st Session

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE BILL (H.R. 5) TO SUP-
PORT STATE AND LOCAL ACCOUNTABILITY FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION,
PROTECT STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITY, INFORM PARENTS OF THE
PERFORMANCE OF THEIR CHILDREN’S SCHOOLS, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES

FEBRUARY 25, 2015.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Ms. Foxx, from the Committee on Rules,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. Res. 125]

The Committee on Rules, having had under consideration House
Resolution 125, by a nonrecord vote, report the same to the House
with the recommendation that the resolution be adopted.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS OF THE RESOLUTION

The resolution provides for further consideration of H.R. 5, the
Student Success Act, under a structured rule. The resolution pro-
vides no additional general debate. The resolution provides that an
amendment in the nature of a substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 114-8, modified by the amendment printed
in part A of this report, shall be considered as adopted and the bill,
as amended, shall be considered as read. The resolution waives all
points of order against provisions in the bill, as amended. The reso-
lution makes in order only those further amendments printed in
part B of this report. Each such amendment may be offered only
in the order printed in this report, may be offered only by a Mem-
ber designated in this report, shall be considered as read, shall be
debatable for the time specified in this report equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an opponent, may be withdrawn
by its proponent at any time before action thereon, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be subject to a demand for di-
vision of the question in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. The resolution waives all points of order against the amend-
ments printed in part B of this report. The resolution provides one
motion to recommit with or without instructions.
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EXPLANATION OF WAIVERS

Although the resolution waives all points of order against provi-
sions in the bill, as amended, the Committee is not aware of any
points of order. The waiver is prophylactic in nature.

Although the resolution waives all points of order against the
amendments printed in part B of this report, the Committee is not
aware of any points of order. The waiver is prophylactic in nature.

COMMITTEE VOTES

The results of each record vote on an amendment or motion to
report, together with the names of those voting for and against, are
printed below:

Rules Committee record vote No. 27

Motion by Mr. Hastings of Florida to report an open rule. De-
feated: 2-5

Majority Members Vote Minority Members Vote

Ms. Foxx Nay Ms. Slaughter

Mr. Cole Mr. McGovern

Mr. Woodall Nay Mr. Hastings of Florida ......cc.ccoooovevimniicnniis Yea
Mr. Burgess Nay Mr. Polis Yea
Mr. Stivers

Mr. Collins Nay

Mr. Sessions, Chairman .........cccccoeeeevvevrrnnn Nay

Rules Committee record vote No. 28

Motion by Mr. Polis to make in order and provide the appro-
priate waivers for amendment #60, offered by Rep. Roybal-Allard
(CA) and Rep. Polis (CO), which adds a requirement that 40% of
funding used for blended learning be targeted for professional de-
velopment to train teachers on technology. It also requires states
to give funding preference to districts with high-need schools;
amendment #115, offered by Rep. Polis (CO), which encourages the
State to work with charter schools to promote access for students,
including addressing any barriers based on the transportation
needs of the student; amendment #116, offered by Rep. Polis (CO),
which ensures that the enactment of the Student Success Act
would not result in a lowering of academic standards for students
with disabilities through an overreliance on alternate assessments
aligned to alternate achievement standards; and amendment #123,
offered by Rep. Polis (CO) and Rep. Maloney (NY) and Rep. Pocan
(WI) and Rep. Cicilline (RI) and Rep. Takano (CA) and Rep.
Sinema (AZ) and Rep. Scott (VA), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity in public schools.
Defeated: 2-5

Majority Members Vote Minority Members Vote

Ms. Foxx Nay Ms. Slaughter

Mr. Cole Mr. McGovern

Mr. Woodall Nay Mr. Hastings of Florida .......cccccoovverierrieenrinnes Yea
Mr. Burgess Nay Mr. Polis Yea
Mr. Stivers

Mr. Collins Nay

Mr. Sessions, Chairman Nay
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SUMMARY OF THE AMENDMENT IN PART A CONSIDERED AS ADOPTED

Kline (MN): Makes technical and clarifying amendments, includ-
ing language to clarify the obligation of the Secretary to ensure
student privacy is protected by grantees and to ensure protection
of states’ rights when a state accepts federal funds, and further
modifications.

SUMMARY OF THE AMENDMENTS IN PART B MADE IN ORDER

1. Kennedy (MA), McGovern (MA), Moulton (MA), Capuano (MA),
Neal (MA), Keating (MA), Lynch (MA), Wilson (FL): Authorizes the
STEM Gateways grant program as an allowable use of flexible
funding received by state educational agencies. States could award
grants to LEAs and qualified partner organizations to support the
success of women, minorities, and low-income students in rigorous
STEM academics. (10 minutes)

2. Grothman (WI): Shortens authorization from 2021 to 2018. (10
minutes)

3. Meeks (NY): Would require that the annual, statewide assess-
ments measure student growth and require that student growth be
a component of achievement within the accountability system es-
tablished by a given state. (10 minutes)

4. Lawrence (MI): Requires that the Secretary of Education dis-
approve of any State plan that fails to, in consultation with State
and local education agencies to demonstrate that there is a sepa-
rate reporting of academic assessments for foster youth. (10 min-
utes)

5. Goodlatte (VA): Would provide flexibility to localities by pro-
viding States with the authority to allow local educational agencies
to administer their own, locally designed academic assessment sys-
tem, in place of the State-designed academic system. The same re-
quirements as laid out by this Act for State-designed academic as-
sessments would also apply to any locally designed academic as-
sessment. (10 minutes)

6. Castro (TX): Appoints a neutral Ombudsman within the De-
partment of Education to ensure K-12 textbooks are held to high
academic standards. (10 minutes)

7. Langevin (RI), Thompson, Glenn (PA): Requires states apply-
ing for funds under title I to show how they would use the funds
to provide apprenticeships that offer academic credit, and how they
would use the funds to provide comprehensive career counseling to
the students. (10 minutes)

8. Barletta (PA): States that if school districts use Title I money
for after school, before school, or summer school activities, would
require them to describe those activities in their local plans. (10
minutes)

9. Quigley (IL), McKinley (WV), Serrano (NY): Restores the para-
professional qualifications that are in place under current law,
which helped stop school districts from hiring paraprofessionals
with little experience in education and no professional training.
Since all districts are in compliance, and have been since 2006, this
amendment would present no new burden. (10 minutes)

10. Fudge (OH): Ensures continued state investment in edu-
cating students by requiring states to demonstrate that the level of
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state and local funding remains constant from year to year. (10
minutes)

11. DeSaulnier (CA): Requires LEAs to develop agreements with
Head Start and other agencies to carry out early childhood edu-
cation activities. (10 minutes)

12. Davis, Rodney (IL), Joyce (OH): Gives certainty to local and
state entitles that currently collective bargaining agreements must
remain in place. A clause currently exists within Title I of the ex-
isting Elementary and Secondary Education Act to ensure that
nothing in federal law can be construed to upending a state or
local’s collective bargaining law, memorandum of understanding
and other agreements. This amendment does not expand any col-
lective bargaining rights that have been in current law and the
provision has been in existence for twenty years. (10 minutes)

13. Moore, Gwen (WI), Davis, Danny K. (IL), Wilson (FL): Delays
implementation of new Title II formula until the Secretary of Edu-
cation determines that the implementation will not reduce funding
for schools serving high percentages of students in poverty. (10
minutes)

14. McKinley (WV): Establishes a state-led definition of “work-
force critical subjects”, and requires states to provide an expla-
nation of the subjects they identify as “workforce critical”. (10 min-
utes)

15. Delaney (MD), Young (IN), Polis (CO): Makes Pay For Suc-
cess initiatives an allowable use of funds for States and Local Edu-
cational Agencies to improve outcomes and save money by training
and supporting teachers. (10 minutes)

16. Jeffries (NY): Ensures that teachers, parents and other edu-
cational professionals receive education on the harms of copyright
piracy in order to further educate students to that end. (10 min-
utes)

17. Clark, Katherine (MA): Clarifies that early childhood edu-
cation-focused professional development is an acceptable use of
funds. (10 minutes)

18. Cohen (TN): Allows for Title II funds to be used for restora-
tive justice and conflict resolution training. (10 minutes)

19. Duffy (WI), Wilson (FL): Requires school districts to be trans-
parent in providing information to parents at the beginning of the
school year on mandated assessments the student will have to take
during the school year and any school district policy on assessment
participation (10 minutes)

20. Messer, Luke (IN), Polis (CO): Expresses the sense of Con-
gress that charter schools are a critical part of our education sys-
tem in this Nation and that Congress must support opening more
quality charter schools to help students succeed in their future. (10
minutes)

21. Polis (CO), Rokita (IN): Encourages collaboration and sharing
of best practices between charter schools and local education agen-
cies. (10 minutes)

22. Kelly, Robin (IL): Requires Statewide Family Engagement
Centers to conduct training programs in the community to improve
adult literacy, including financial literacy. (10 minutes)

23. Bonamici (OR), Costello (PA): Allows State educational agen-
cies and eligible entities to use Local Academic Flexible Grant
funds to audit and streamline assessment systems, eliminates un-
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necessary assessments, and improves the use of assessments. (10
minutes)

24. Polis (CO): Allows grants to be used for the creation and dis-
tribution of open access textbooks and open educational resources.
(10 minutes)

25. Jackson Lee (TX): Supports accountability-based programs
and activities that are designed to enhance school safety, which
may include research-based bullying prevention, cyberbullying pre-
vention, disruption of recruitment activity by groups or individuals
involved in violent extremism, and gang prevention programs as
well as intervention programs regarding bullying. (10 minutes)

26. Wilson (FL): Provides for Intensive Care Reading Labs and
for specialization of school staffing for the purposes of basic skills
in language arts, mathematics, and science in grades 1-3 as allow-
able uses in block grant funding. (10 minutes)

27. Courtney (CT): Amends 20 U.S.C. 7703 to increase weight of
non-connected children residing in public-private venture (PPV)
housing located on military property for the purposes of Impact Aid
basic support payment calculations. (10 minutes)

28. Nolan (MN), McCollum (MN), Kirkpatrick (AZ), Lujan (NM),
Ruiz (CA): Amends the current stated policy of the United States
with respect to the education of Indian children to ensure that In-
dian children do not attend school in buildings that are dilapidated
or deteriorating, as part of the unique and continuing trust rela-
tionship with, and responsibility to, the Indian people. (10 minutes)

29. Davis, Susan (CA), Dold (IL), Polis (CO): Clarifies the defini-
tion of ‘school leader’ such that it explicitly refers to a school prin-
cipal as opposed to an off-site administrator. (10 minutes)

30. Zeldin (NY): Allows a State to withdraw from the Common
Core Standards or any other specific standards. (10 minutes)

31. Hurd (TX): Expresses the sense of Congress that students’
personally identifiable information is important to protect as ap-
plied to current law and this act. (10 minutes)

32. Grayson (FL): Requires the Secretary of Education to conduct
an assessment of the impact of school start times on student
health, well-being, and performance. (10 minutes)

33. Wilson (FL): Provides for school dropout prevention and re-
entry and provides grants to raise academic achievement levels for
all students. (10 minutes)

34. Castro (TX), Stivers (OH): Improves college and career readi-
ness for homeless youth by requiring the State to include in the
State Plan a description of how such youth would receive assist-
ance from counselors to advise, prepare, and improve college readi-
ness. (10 minutes)

35. Carson (IN): Advances assessments of student achievement
and instructional practices, effective teacher preparation and con-
tinuing professional development, education administration, and
international comparisons. The amendment supports development
of a national research strategy to ensure that students, particularly
at risk students, have effective teachers and are being prepared for
the future. (10 minutes)

36. Collins, Doug (GA): Improves accountability and ensures
proper oversight of taxpayer funds authorized by this legislation.
(10 minutes)
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37. Dold (IL): Ensures that federal education dollars go toward
their intended use for student benefit in the classroom by clarifying
that funds received under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act shall not be diverted by the states to fill prior unfunded
liability shortfalls in teacher pension programs. When a state re-
ceives funds under ESEA and distributes those funds to LEAs, this
amendment prohibits the state from requiring LEAs to make a con-
tribution to a pension program that is in excess of the “normal
cost” of that teacher’s participation in the pension program. (10
minutes)

38. Flores (TX): Reaffirms students’, teachers’ and school admin-
istrators’ right to exercise religion. In addition, it is the sense of
Congress that schools examine their policies to ensure students and
teachers are fully able to participate in activities on school grounds
related to their religious freedom. (10 minutes)

39. Brownley (CA): Creates a grant program for states to create
or expand biliteracy seal programs to recognize student proficiency
in speaking, reading, and writing in both English and a second lan-
guage for graduating high school seniors. (10 minutes)

40. Loebsack (IA): Supports the expansion of the use of digital
learning through competitive grants to partnerships to implement
and evaluate the results of technology-based learning practices,
strategies, tools, or programs at rural schools. (10 minutes)

41. Meng (NY): Authorizes—but does not appropriate funds—for
the Secretary of Education to provide grants for: early-childhood
education scholarships, professional development and licensing cre-
dentials, or increased compensation for educators who have at-
tained specific qualifications.

Requires each state that desires a grant to include a description
of its comprehensive early childhood professional development sys-
tem in its application, and grant recipients must maintain their fis-
cal effort for the activities supported by the grant funds for a fiscal
year at levels equal to or greater than their fiscal effort for such
activities during the preceding fiscal year. (10 minutes)

42. Schrader (OR), Polis (CO): Establishes a pilot program to
award competitive grants to local education agencies to support ca-
reer and technical education programs that were impacted or elimi-
nated due to recent economic events. (10 minutes)

43. Thompson, Bennie (MS): Requires that The Student Success
Act shall not go into effect until the Secretary of Education deter-
mines that its enactment will not reduce the college and career
readiness of racial or ethnic minority students, students with dis-
abilities, English learners, and low-income students and provides
written notification to Congress on such determination. (10 min-
utes)

44. Scott, Bobby (VA): This amendment repeals H.R. 5 and re-
places the bill text with a substitute amendment that provides ro-
bust funding levels, replaces the outdated, rigid mandates of No
Child Left Behind, and maintains civil rights and equity protec-
tions that ensure all students graduate from high school college-
and career-ready. (20 minutes)

PART A—TEXT OF AMENDMENT CONSIDERED AS ADOPTED

Page 31, line 20, insert “, on an annual and subject-by-subject
basis,” after “determining”.
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Page 31, line 25, strike “are informed” and insert “are clearly in-
formed, as part of the process for developing the Individualized
Education Program (as defined in section 614(d)(1)(A) of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1414(d)(1)(A)),”.

Page 32, line 8, insert “as defined in section 6101(36)(A)” after
“diploma”.

Page 32, after line 8, insert the following (and redesignate provi-
sions accordingly):

“(iiii) ensures that students with the most signifi-
cant cognitive disabilities who take an alternate as-
sessment based on alternate academic achievement
standards are not precluded from attempting to com-
plete the requirements for a regular secondary school
diploma, as determined by the State;

Page 45, after line 2, insert the following:

“(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—A State plan shall be pre-
sumed approved upon submission unless the Secretary finds
that the plan does not meet one of the required elements, but
in no case shall a deficiency be found due to the content of the
material submitted.”

Page 47, after line 13, insert the following (and redesignate pro-
visions accordingly):

“(iv) the number, percentage, and disability category
of students with significant cognitive disabilities par-
ticipating in the alternate assessments described in
subsection (b)(2)(C) (except that such reporting shall
not be required in a case in which the results would
reveal personally identifiable information about an in-
dividual student);

Page 85, strike lines 20 through 23, and insert the following:

‘:§K) at what time and where services will be provided;
an

Page 231, after line 3, insert the following:

“(7) A description of how the State will establish, implement,
or improve policies and procedures on background checks for
school employees and contractors who have direct unsuper-
vised access to students, which may be conducted and adminis-
tered by the State or local educational agencies, including by—

“(A) expanding the registries or repositories searched
when conducting background checks, including—

“(i) the State criminal registry or repository of the
State in which the school employee resides;

“(i1) the State-based child abuse and neglect reg-
istries and databases of the State in which the school
employee resides;

“(iii) the Federal Bureau of Investigation fingerprint
check using the Integrated Automated Fingerprint
Identification System,;

“(iv) the National Sex Offender Registry established
under the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety
Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.); and

“(v) the National Crime Information Center;

“(B) establishing, implementing, or improving policies
and procedures that prohibit employing as a school em-
ployee an individual who—
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“(1) refuses to consent to a background check;

“(ii) makes false statements in connection with a
background check;

“(iii) has been convicted of a felony, consisting of—

“(I) homicide;

“(IT) child abuse or neglect;

“(IIT) a crime against children, including child
pornography;

“(IV) domestic violence;

“(V) a crime involving rape or sexual assault;

“(VI) kidnaping;

“(VII) arson; or

“(VIII) physical assault, battery, or a drug-re-
lated offense, committed on or after the date that
is 5 years before the date of the individual’s crimi-
nal background check;

“(iv) has been convicted of any other crimes, as de-
termined by the State; or

“(v) is registered or required to be registered on a
State sex offender registry or the National Sex Of-
fender Registry established under the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C.
16901 et seq.);

“(C) establishing, implementing, or improving policies
and procedures for States, local educational agencies, or
schools to provide the results of background checks to—

“(1) individuals subject to the background checks in
a statement that indicates whether the individual is
ineligible for such employment due to the background
check and includes information related to each dis-
qualifying crime;

“(ii) the employer in a statement that indicates
whether a school employee is eligible or ineligible for
employment, without revealing any disqualifying
crime or other related information regarding the indi-
vidual,

“(iii) another employer in the same State or another
State, as permitted under State law, without revealing
any disqualifying crime or other related information
regarding the individual; and

“(iv) another local educational agency in the same
State or another State that is considering such school
employee for employment, as permitted under State
law, without revealing any disqualifying crime or
other related information regarding the individual,
and

“D) developing, implementing, or improving mecha-
nisms to assist local educational agencies and schools in ef-
fectively recognizing and quickly responding to incidents of
child abuse by school employees.

Page 234, line 17, strike “teachers and school leaders™ and insert
“teachers, school leaders, and if appropriate, specialized instruc-
tional support personnel”.
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Page 239, beginning on line 8, strike “teachers and school lead-
ers” and insert “teachers, school leaders, and if appropriate, spe-
cialized instructional support personnel”.

Page 243, line 6, strike the final quotation marks and period at
the end.

Page 243, after line 6, insert the following:

“SEC. 2134. EMPLOYEE TRANSFERS.

“A local educational agency or State educational agency shall be
ineligible for funds under this Act if such agency knowingly facili-
tates the transfer of any employee if the agency knows, or has
probable cause to believe, that the employee engaged in sexual mis-
conduct with a student.”.

Page 262, line 22, strike “and” at the end

Page 263, line 2, strike the period at the end and insert “; and”.

Page 263, after line 2, insert the following:

“(C) has a timely and efficient approval process to ap-
prove or disapprove a teacher or school leader preparation
academy.

Page 345, line 4, strike “(I) or (III)” and insert “(I), (IT), or (IV)”.

Page 348, after line 9, insert the following (and redesignate pro-
visions accordingly):

“(IT) educational service agency;

Page 348, line 12, strike “(I) or (II)” and insert “(I), (II), or (III)”.

Beginning on page 381, strike line 24 through page 383, line 4,
and insert the following:

(e) HoLp HARMLESS.—Section 8003(e) (20 U.S.C. 7703(e)) is
amended to read as follows:

“(e) HoLD HARMLESS.—The maximum amount that a local edu-
cational agency is eligible to receive, as calculated under paragraph
(I)C), (2)(C), or (2)(D) of subsection (b), shall not be less than 90
percent of the calculated maximum amount that was used to deter-
mine the local educational agency’s payment for subsection (b)(1) or
(b)(2) in the previous fiscal year for a period not to exceed 3 con-
secutive fiscal years, if such agency meets the eligibility require-
ments of paragraph (1)(B) or (2)(B) of subsection (b).”.

Page 563, after line 15, insert the following:

“SEC. 6532. SCHOOLCHILDREN’S PROTECTION FROM ABORTION PRO-

VIDERS.

“(a) LIMITATION ON FUNDING.—Notwithstanding section 6102, no
funds under this Act may be used by any State educational agency
or local educational agency that enters into a contract or other
agreement with a school-based health center relating to the provi-
sion of health services to students served by the agency unless such
center certifies that—

“(1) the center will not perform an abortion; and
“(2) the center will not provide abortion-related materials, re-
ferrals, or directions for abortion services to any such student.

“(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to prevent a school-based health center from providing
non-abortion health services to pregnant students.

“(c) SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTER.—In this section, the term
‘school-based health center’ has the meaning given such term in
section 2110(c)(9) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
13975j(c)(9)).”.
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Beginning on page 570, strike line 1 through page 572, line 24
(and redesignate provisions accordingly).

Page 574, beginning on line 19, strike “AND PARENTAL
RIGHTS OVER THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN”.

Page 574, line 24, strike “No” and insert “In order to ensure local
control over the acceptance of federal funds, no”.

Page 575, line 6, strike “have waived” through “assistance” on
line 9, and insert “have affirmatively agreed to abide by the condi-
tions attached to the receipt of such funds™.

Page 575, line 23, strike “waiving the State’s rights” through “as-
sistance” on line 25 and insert “has affirmatively agreed to abide
by the conditions attached to the receipt of such funds™.

Page 576, after line 21, insert the following (and redesignate pro-
visions accordingly):

“(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to allow the Secretary to condition the receipt of any
grant funds under this Act on the adoption of any specific stand-
ards, including the Common Core State Standards, assessments, or
curriculum.

Page 577, after line 25, insert the following:

“SEC. 6565. PRIVACY.

“The Secretary shall ensure each grantee receiving funds under
this Act understands the importance of privacy protections for stu-
dents and is aware of their responsibilities under section 444 of the
General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g) (commonly
known as the ‘Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974’).

Page 620, after line 8, add the following:

SEC. 802. PREVENTING IMPROPER USE OF TAXPAYER FUNDS.
To ensure any misuse of taxpayer funds is stopped or prevented
before it occurs, the Secretary of Education—
(1) shall ensure that each recipient of a grant or subgrant
under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) prominently displays the Department
of Education Office of Inspector General hotline contact infor-
mation so any individual who observes, detects, or suspects im-
proper use of taxpayer funds can easily report such improper
use;
(2) annually shall notify employees of the Department of
Education of their responsibility to report fraud; and
(8) shall ensure that applicants for grants or subgrants
under such Act are aware of their requirement to submit truth-
ful and accurate information when applying for grants or sub-
grants and responding to monitoring and compliance reviews.

PART B—TEXT OF AMENDMENTS MADE IN ORDER

1. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE KENNEDY
OF MASSACHUSETTS OR HiIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 11, after line 2, insert the following new subparagraph:
“(F) Section 152 of the Student Success Act.”.
Page 225, after line 17, insert the following new section:
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SEC. 152. STEM GATEWAY GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—A State educational agency shall
award grants to eligible entities, on a competitive basis, to enable
such eligible entities to carry out programs described in subsection
(d) to achieve, with respect to women and girls, underrepresented
minorities, and individuals from all economic backgrounds (includ-
ing economically disadvantaged individuals and individuals living
in economically distressed areas), 1 or more of the following goals:

(1) Encourage interest in the STEM fields at the elementary
school or secondary school levels.

(2) Motivate engagement in STEM fields by providing rel-
evant hands-on learning opportunities at the elementary school
and secondary school levels.

(3) Support classroom success in STEM disciplines at the ele-
mentary school or secondary school levels.

(4) Support workforce training and career preparation in
STEM fields at the secondary school level.

(5) Improve access to career and continuing education oppor-
tunities in STEM fields at the secondary school level.

(b) LIMITATION.—A State educational agency may award grants
under this section for not longer than a 5-year period.

(c) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible entity that desires to receive
a grant under this section shall submit an application to the
State educational agency at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the State educational agency
may reasonably require.

(2) CONTENTS.—An application submitted under paragraph
(1) shall contain—

(A) in the case of an eligible entity that plans to use the
grant funds at the elementary school level—

(i) a description of the programs the eligible entity
will carry out to achieve 1 or more of the goals de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (a)
at the elementary school level, including the content of
the programs and research and models used to design
the programs; and

(i1) a description of how the programs described in
clause (i) will support the success of women and girls,
underrepresented minorities, and individuals from all
economic backgrounds (including economically dis-
advantaged individuals and individuals living in eco-
nomically distressed areas) in STEM education, such
as—

(I) recruiting women and girls, underrep-
resented minorities, and individuals from all eco-
nomic backgrounds (including economically dis-
advantaged individuals and individuals living in
economically distressed areas) to participate in
the programs;

(IT) supporting educators who will lead the pro-
grams, and participants in the programs;

(IIT) encouraging partnerships between in-school
and out-of-school educators, such as afterschool
providers, science centers, and museums;
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(IV) identifying public and private partners that
are able to support the programs; and

(V) planning for sustaining the programs finan-
cially beyond the grant period; and

(B) in the case of an eligible entity that plans to use the
grant funds at the secondary school level—

(i) a description of the programs the eligible entity
will carry out to achieve 1 or more of the goals de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (5) of subsection (a)
at the secondary school level, including the content of
the programs and research and models used to design
the programs;

(i) a description of how the programs described in
clause (i) will support the success of women and girls,
underrepresented minorities, and individuals from all
economic backgrounds (including economically dis-
advantaged individuals and individuals living in eco-
nomically distressed areas) in STEM education and
workforce training that prepares such individuals to
take advantage of employment opportunities in STEM
fields, such as—

(I) recruiting women and girls, underrep-
resented minorities, and individuals from all eco-
nomic backgrounds (including economically dis-
advantaged individuals and individuals living in
economically distressed areas) to participate in
the programs;

(II) supporting educators who will lead such
programs, and participants in the programs;

(ITII) identifying public and private partners that
are able to support the programs;

(IV) partnering with institutions of higher edu-
cation or institutions providing informal science
education, such as afterschool programs and
science centers and museums;

(V) partnering with institutions of higher edu-
cation; and

(VI) planning for sustaining the programs finan-
cially beyond the grant period;

(iii) a review of the industry and business workforce
needs, including the demand for workers with knowl-
edge or training in a STEM field; and

(iv) an analysis of job openings that require knowl-
edge or training in a STEM field.

(d) FUNDS.—

(1) REQUIRED USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity that receives
a grant under this section shall use such grant funds to carry
out programs to achieve 1 or more of the goals described in
subsection (a) at the elementary school or secondary school lev-
els, with respect to women and girls, underrepresented minori-
ties, and students from all economic backgrounds (including
economically disadvantaged individuals and students living in
economically distressed areas).
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(2) AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS.—The programs described in
paragraph (1) may include any of the following activities, with
respect to the individuals described in paragraph (1):

(A) Carrying out the activities described in subpara-
graph(A)(i) or B)(ii) of subsection (c)(2), as appropriate.

(B) Providing professional development for teachers,
afterschool providers, and other school personnel in ele-
mentary schools or secondary schools, including profes-
sional development to encourage, through academic in-
struction and support, such individuals to pursue ad-
vanced classes and careers in STEM fields.

(C) Providing tutoring and mentoring programs in
STEM fields.

(D) Establishing partnerships with institutions of higher
education, potential employers, and other industry stake-
holders that expose such individuals to professionals in
STEM fields, or providing opportunities for postsecondary
academic credits or credentials.

(E) Providing after-school activities and other informal
learning opportunities designed to encourage interest and
develop skills in STEM fields.

(F) Providing summer programs to extend learning time
and to deepen the skills and interest in STEM fields of
such individuals.

(G) Purchasing and utilizing—

(1) educational or instructional materials that are
designed to improve educational outcomes in STEM
fields, and will serve to deepen the skills and interest
in STEM fields of such individuals; or

(i1) equipment, instrumentation, or hardware used
to teach and encourage interest in STEM fields.

(H) Internships or opportunities for experiential learning
in STEM fields.

(e) REPORT.—

(1) ELiGIBLE ENTITIES.—Each eligible entity receiving a grant
under this section shall, on an annual basis, submit a report
to the State educational agency on the use of funds and the
number of students who participated in the programs carried
out with the grant funds.

(2) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—Each State educational
agency shall, on an annual basis, submit to the Secretary a re-
port on the use of funds and the number of students who par-
ticipated in the programs carried out in the State with the
grant funds.

(83) SECRETARY.—The Secretary shall, on an annual basis,
and using the reports received under paragraph (2), report to
Congress on the overall impact and effectiveness of the grant
program under this section.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ESEA DEFINITIONS.—The terms “educational service
agency”, “elementary school”, “local educational agency”, “insti-
tution of higher education”, “secondary school”, “Secretary”,
and “State” have the meanings given the terms in section 6101
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).
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(2) COMMUNITY COLLEGE.—The term “community college”
has the meaning given the term “junior or community college”
in section 312 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1058).

(3) ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUAL.—The term
“economically disadvantaged individual” has the meaning
given the term in section 400.4 of title 34, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, as such section is in effect on the date of enactment
of this Act.

(4) ECONOMICALLY DISTRESSED AREA.—The term “economi-
cally distressed area” means a county or equivalent division of
local government of a State in which, according to the most re-
cently available data from the Bureau of the Census, 40 per-
cent or more of the residents have an annual income that is
at or below the poverty level.

(5) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term “eligible entity” means—

(A) a local educational agency;
(B) an educational service agency serving more than 1
local educational agency;
(C) a consortium of local educational agencies;
(D) a nonprofit organization that—
(i) works with elementary schools, secondary
schools, or institutions of higher education; and
(i1) has demonstrated a commitment to achieving
the goals described in paragraphs (1) through (4) of
subsection (a); or
(E) a community college working in partnership with
secondary schools to create opportunities for dual enroll-
ment, credit transfer, or accelerated postsecondary
credentialing.

(6) PARTNERS.—The term “partners” means organizations
that employ workers in STEM-related careers or organizations
with demonstrated expertise in identifying, scaling, and imple-
menting successful practices in STEM education and workforce
development.

(7) STEM.—The term “STEM” means—

(é&) science, technology, engineering, and mathematics;
an

(B) other academic subjects that build on the subjects
described in subparagraph (A), such as computer science.

(8) UNDERREPRESENTED MINORITY.—The term “underrep-
resented minority” has the meaning given the term “minority”
in section 637.4(b) of title 34, Code of Federal Regulations, as
such section is in effect on the date of enactment of this Act.

2. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE GROTHMAN
OF WISCONSIN OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 5, lines 4, 7, 16, 20, and 24, strike “2021” and insert “2018”.

Page 6, lines 4, 10, 16, 21, and 25, strike “2021” and insert
“2018”.

Page 7, line 4, strike “2021” and insert “2018”.

Page 450, lines 19 and 23, strike “2021” and insert “2018”.

Page 461, line 17, strike “2021” and insert “2018”.

Page 484, line 11, strike “2021” and insert “2018”.
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Page 619, line 7, strike “2021” and insert “2018”.

3. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE MEEKS OF
NEW YORK OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 27, beginning on line 10, strike “, at the State’s discretion,”.
Page 35, line 24, strike “may” and insert “shall”.

4. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE LAWRENCE
OF MICHIGAN OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 30, line 14, after the second comma, insert “by status as a
student in foster care,”.

5. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE GOOD-
LATTE OF VIRGINIA OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MIN-
UTES

Page 35, after line 7, insert the following:

“(G) LOCALLY DESIGNED ASSESSMENT SYSTEM.—Nothing
in this paragraph shall be construed to prohibit a local
educational agency from administering its own assess-
ments in lieu of the State-designed academic assessment
system under this paragraph, if—

“(i) the local educational agency obtains approval
from the State to administer a locally designed aca-
demic assessment system;

“(ii) such assessments provide data that is com-
parable among all local educational agencies within
the State; and

“(iii) the locally designed academic assessment sys-
tem meets the requirements for the assessments
under subparagraph (B), except the requirement
under clause (ii) of such subparagraph.

6. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE CASTRO OF
TEXAS OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 40, after line 3, insert the following:

“(8) OMBUDSMAN FOR TEXTBOOK STANDARDS.—The Secretary
shall appoint an ombudsman who is dedicated to overseeing
and resolving State disputes on textbooks standards for K-12
grade levels in order to ensure that States are held accountable
{)or l;1pholding the highest academic standards for K-12 text-

00ks.”.

7. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND OR HiS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 58, strikes lines 12 through 14 and insert the following:
“(B) work-based learning opportunities that provide stu-
dents in-depth interaction with industry professionals for
the purposes of gaining experience and, if appropriate, aca-
demic credit;”.
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Page 58, line 19, strike the period and insert “; and”.
Page 58, after line 19, insert the following:

“(16) if appropriate, how the local educational agency will
use funds under this subpart to train school counselors to effec-
tively provide students relevant information regarding their in-
dividual career and postsecondary education goals.”.

8. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE BARLETTA
OF PENNSYLVANIA OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 58, line 14, strike “and”.
Page 58, line 19, strike the period and insert “; and”.
Page 58, after line 19, insert the following:

“(16) if appropriate, how the local educational agency will
use funds under this subpart to support activities that coordi-
nate and integrate before-school and after-school programs,
and summer school programs.

9. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY
OF ILLINOIS OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Strike section 119 and insert the following new section:

SEC. 119. QUALIFICATIONS FOR PARAPROFESSIONALS.
Section 1119 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6319) is amended—

(1) by striking subsections (a), (b), (d), (i), (j), (k), and (1);

(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection (a);

(3) by redesignating subsections (e) through (h) as sub-
sections (b) through (e), respectively;

(4) in subsection (a), as redesignated by paragraph (2), by
striking “hired after the date of enactment of the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001 and”;

(5) in subsection (b), as redesignated by paragraph (3), by
strikingd “Subsections (c¢) and (d)” and inserting “Subsection
(a)’; an

(6) in the section heading, by striking “TEACHERS AND”.

10. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE FUDGE OF
OHIO OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 92, strike lines 8 through 14 and insert the following:

SEC. 121. FISCAL REQUIREMENTS.

Section 1120A (20 U.S.C. 6321) is amended by striking “part”
each place such term appears and inserting “subpart”.

Page 563, after line 16, insert the following (and redesignate pro-
visions accordingly):

“SEC. 6541. MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency may receive funds
under a covered program for any fiscal year only if the State edu-
cational agency finds that either the combined fiscal effort per stu-
dent or the aggregate expenditures of the agency and the State
with respect to the provision of free public education by the agency
for the preceding fiscal year was not less than 90 percent of the
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combined fiscal effort or aggregate expenditures for the second pre-
ceding fiscal year.

“(b) REDUCTION IN CASE OF FAILURE TO MEET.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The State educational agency shall reduce
the amount of the allocation of funds under a covered program
in any fiscal year in the exact proportion by which a local edu-
cational agency fails to meet the requirement of subsection (a)
of this section by falling below 90 percent of both the combined
fiscal effort per student and aggregate expenditures (using the
measure most favorable to the local agency).

“(2) SPECIAL RULE.—No such lesser amount shall be used for
computing the effort required under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion for subsequent years.

“(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the requirements of this
section if the Secretary determines that a waiver would be equi-
table due to—

“(1) exceptional or uncontrollable circumstances, such as a
natural disaster; or

“(2) a precipitous decline in the financial resources of the
local educational agency.”.

11. AN AMENDMENT To BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE
DESAULNIER OF CALIFORNIA OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR
10 MINUTES

Page 92, strike lines 19 and 20 and insert the following:
(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking “such as the Early Reading First pro-
gram”; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new sentence:
“Each local educational agency shall develop agreements
with such Head Start agencies and other entities to carry
out such activities.”; and

12. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE DAVIS OF
ILLINOIS OR HiS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 225, line 17, strike the final quotation marks and period at
the end.
Page 225, after line 17, insert the following:

“SEC. 1405. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING.

“Nothing in this title shall be construed to alter or otherwise af-
fect the rights, remedies, and procedures afforded to school or local
educational agency employees under Federal, State, or local laws
(including applicable regulations or court orders) or under the
terms of collective bargaining agreements, memoranda of under-
standing, or other agreements between such employers and their
employees.”.

13. AN AMENDMENT T0O BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE MOORE
OF WISCONSIN OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 229, line 1, after “the Secretary” insert “makes a deter-
mination in writing to Congress for that fiscal year that the level
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and quality of educational services to individuals age 5 through 17
from families with incomes below the poverty line has not de-
creased since the date of enactment of the Student Success Act
and”

14. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE MCKIN-
LEY OF WEST VIRGINIA OR HIs DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10
MINUTES

Page 231, after line 3, insert the following:
“(7) A description of any subjects the State has identified as
being workforce critical subjects pursuant to section 2234(6).”.
Pa;(;le 266, line 20, strike the closing quotation marks and the last
period.
Page 266, after line 20, insert the following:

“(6) WORKFORCE CRITICAL SUBJECT.—The term ‘workforce
critical subject’ means an academic subject of urgent impor-
tance to the current and future workforce needs of the State,
including science, technology, engineering, math, and any other
subject that has been identified by the State, in consultation
with employer, workforce, community, educator, parent and
professional stakeholders.”.

15. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE DELANEY
OF MARYLAND OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 235, line 4, strike “and” at the end.
Page 235, line 9, strike the period at the end and insert “; and”.
Page 235, after line 9, insert the following:
“(F) Support State or local pay for success initiatives
that meet the purposes of this part.”.
Page 241, line 4, strike “or” at the end.
Page 241, line 7, strike the period at the end and insert “; or”.
Page 241, after line 7, insert the following:
“(10) carrying out activities related to pay for success initia-
tives that meet the purposes of this part.”.
Page 250, after line 20, insert the following:
“(ix) Supporting State or local pay for success initia-
tives that meet the purposes of this part.”.
Page 257, line 25, strike “and” at the end.
Page 258, line 3, strike the period at the end and insert “; and”.
Page 258, after line 3, insert the following:

“(I) carrying out activities related to pay for success ini-

tiatives that meet the purposes of this part.”.
Page 508, after line 17, insert the following (and redesignate the
succeeding provisions accordingly):
“(34) PAY FOR SUCCESS INITIATIVES.—The term ‘pay for suc-
cess initiatives’ means initiatives—

“(A) that produce a measurable, clearly defined outcome
that results in social benefit and direct cost savings to the
local, State, or Federal Government;

“(B) except as provided in subparagraph (D)(i), that
make payments only when agreed-upon outcomes are
achieved;
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“(C) for which a feasibility study is conducted on the ini-
tiative describing how the proposed intervention is based
on strong or moderate evidence of effectiveness and how
the initiative will meet the requirements of subparagraph
(A); and

“D) for which—

“(i) an evaluation, which may be paid for out of
funding for the pay for success initiative without re-
spect to a successful outcome, is included that uses ex-
perimental designs using random assignment or other
research methodologies that allow for the strongest
possible causal inferences when random assignment is
not feasible by an independent evaluator to determine
whether the initiative has met the outcomes described
in subparagraph (A); and

“(ii) the State or local educational agency produces
an annual, publicly available report on the progress of
the initiative in meeting the requirements of subpara-
graph (A), as appropriate.”.

16. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE JEFFRIES
OF NEW YORK OR HISs DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 240, line 14, strike “technology,” and insert “technology (in-
cluding education about the harms of copyright piracy),”.

Page 338, line 5, strike “technology,” and insert “technology (in-
cluding education about the harms of copyright piracy),”.

Page 355, line 4, strike “technology,” and insert “technology (in-
cluding education about the harms of copyright piracy),”.

Page 511, line 6, strike “technology,” and insert “technology (in-
cluding education about the harms of copyright piracy),”.

17. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE CLARK OF
MASSACHUSETTS OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 240, line 15, strike “or” at the end.
Page 240, insert the following after line 20:

“(I) professional development for teachers, principals and
other school administrators in early elementary grades
that includes specialized knowledge about child develop-
ment and learning, developmentally-appropriate curricula
and teaching practices, meaningful family engagement and
collaboration with early care and education programs;

“(J) professional development, including through joint
professional development opportunities, for early childhood
educators, teachers, principals, specialized instructional
support personnel, and other school leaders; or

“(K) training on child development, improving instruc-
tion, and closing achievement gaps;”

18. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE COHEN OF
TENNESSEE OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 240, line 15, strike “or” at the end.
Page 240, line 20, add “or” at the end.
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Page 240, insert the following after line 20:
“(I) professional development on restorative justice and
conflict resolution;”

19. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE DUFFY OF
WISCONSIN OR HiS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 268, line 9, before the period insert “any assessments man-
dated by the State educational agency or local educational agency
for the student for that school year, and any local educational agen-
cy policy regarding student participation in such assessments”.

20. AN AMENDMENT T'0 BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE MESSER
OF INDIANA OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 270, line 6, amend the section header for section 3101 so
that it reads “SENSE OF CONGRESS; PURPOSE”.
Page 270, after line 6, insert the following:
“(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—
“(1) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the following:

“(A) The number of public charter schools has dramati-
cally increased in recent years. Between the 2008-2009
school year and the 2013-2014 school year, there was a 77
percent increase in the number of students attending pub-
lic charter schools and a 39 percent increase in the number
of schools.

“(B) Charter schools serve a very diverse population of
students. Nationally, 57 percent of students enrolled in
charter schools are minority students, while only 39 per-
cent of students in non-charter public schools are minority
students.

“(C) For the 2014-2015 school year, there are more than
6700 public charter schools serving about 2.9 million stu-
dents. This represents a 4 percent growth in the number
of open charter schools, and a 14 percent increase in stu-
dent enrollment from the 2013-2014 school year.

“(D) There are more than one million student names on
charter school waiting lists.

“(E) Charter schools are open in areas where students
need better education options, including areas that serve
economically disadvantaged kids. Almost 50 percent of the
students attending charter schools qualify for free or re-
duced priced lunch, a slightly larger percentage than non-
charter public schools.

“(F) Charter schools serve students in all areas, from
urban cities to rural towns through traditional brick and
mortar schools, blended learning models, and online pro-
grams, giving parents across the Nation options to find the
best learning environment for their children.

“(G) Charter schools give parents the opportunity to find
the right place for their child to learn. Whether they are
looking for digital learning, Montessori, or a more struc-
tured environment, charter schools provide a variety of
education options for families.
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“(H) Charter schools have strong accountability to par-
ents and the community because they have to meet the
same State academic accountability requirements as all
other public schools, satisfy the terms of their charter with
their authorizing authority, and satisfy parents who have
selected the school for their children.

“(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the Congress
that charter schools are a critical part of our education system
in this Nation and the Congress believes we must support
opening more quality charter schools to help students succeed
in their future.

Page 270, line 7, strike “It” and insert the following:
“(b) PURPOSE.—It

21. AN AMENDMENT T0 BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE POLIS OF
COLORADO OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 284, line 8, strike “and”.
Page 284, line 14, insert “and” after the semicolon.
Page 284, after line 14, insert the following:

“(ii1) is working to develop or strengthen a cohesive
strategy to encourage collaboration between charter
schools and local educational agencies on the sharing
of best practices;”.

22. AN AMENDMENT T0 BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE KELLY OF
ILLINOIS OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 336, after line 20, insert the following:
“(7) An assurance that the applicant will conduct training
programs in the community to improve adult literacy, includ-
ing financial literacy.”.

23. AN AMENDMENT To BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE BONAMICI
OF OREGON OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Beginning on page 342, strike line 13 through page 343, line 24,
and insert the following:

“(3) STATE ACTIVITIES AND STATE ADMINISTRATION.—A State
educational agency may reserve not more than 17 percent of
the amount allotted to the State under subsection (b) for each
fiscal year for the following:

“(A) Not more than 5 percent of such amount for each
fiscal year for—
“(i) the administrative costs of carrying out its re-
sponsibilities under this part;
“(ii) monitoring and evaluation of programs and ac-
tivities assisted under this part;
“(iii) providing training and technical assistance
under this part;
“(iv) statewide academic focused programs; or
“(v) sharing evidence-based and other effective strat-
egies with eligible entities.
“(B) To do one or more of the following:
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“(i) To pay the costs of developing the State assess-
ments and standards required under section 1111(b),
which may include the costs of working, at the sole
discretion of the State, in voluntary partnerships with
other States to develop such assessments and stand-
ards.

“(i1) If the State has developed the assessments and
standards required under section 1111(b), to admin-
ister those assessments or carry out other activities re-
lated to ensuring that the State’s schools and local
educational agencies are helping students meet the
State’s academic standards under such section.

“(ii) To conduct an audit of State assessments and
report, in a publicly available format, the findings of
such audit, which may include assessment purposes,
costs, schedule of administration and dissemination of
results, description of alignment with the State’s aca-
demic standards, and description of policies for inclu-
sion of all students.

“(iv) To develop and implement a plan to improve
the State assessment system, which may include ef-
forts, if appropriate as determined by the State—

“(I) to reduce the number of assessments admin-
istered;

“(II) to provide professional development on as-
sessment and data literacy;

“(ITI) to ensure the quality, validity, and reli-
ability of assessments; or

“IV) to improve the use of assessments by de-
creasing the time between administering assess-
ments and releasing assessment data.

“(C) Not more than 5 percent of such amount for each
fiscal year for awarding blended learning projects under
paragraph (4).”.

Page 355, after line 15, insert the following (and redesignate suc-
ceeding provisions accordingly):

“(2) STREAMLINING ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS.—An eligible entity

that receives an award under this part may use such funds—

“(A) to conduct an audit of the local assessments admin-
istered by the local educational agency and report, in a
publicly available format, the findings of such audit, which
may include such findings as described under section
3202(c)(3)(B)(iii); and

“(B) to develop and implement a plan, in collaboration
with local stakeholders, which may include efforts, if ap-
propriate as determined by the eligible entity, as described
under section 3202(c)(3)(B)@iv).”.

24. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE POLIS OF
COLORADO OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 343, after line 24, insert the following new subparagraph:
“(H) Awarding grants for the creation and distribution of
open access textbooks and open educational resources.”.
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25. AN AMENDMENT To BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE JACKSON
LEE OF TEXAS OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 354, line 19, strike “two” and insert “three”.
Page 355, after line 15, insert the following:

“(iii) Accountability-based programs and activities
that are designed to enhance school safety, which may
include research-based bullying prevention,
cyberbullying prevention, disruption of recruitment ac-
tivity by groups or individuals involved in violent ex-
tremism, and gang prevention programs, as well as
intervention programs regarding bullying.”.

26. AN AMENDMENT T0 BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE WILSON
OF FLORIDA OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 354, line 19, strike “two categories” and insert “four cat-
egories”.
Page 355, after line 15, insert the following:

“(iii) Establishing, expanding, or maintaining inten-
sive care reading laboratories to assist elementary
school students who are reading at below grade level.

“(iv) Enabling elementary schools to provide instruc-
tion in language arts, mathematics, and science in
grades 1 through 3 through teachers who are special-
ized in language arts, mathematics, or science, respec-
tively.

27. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE COURT-
NEY OF CONNECTICUT OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MIN-
UTES

Page 366, line 5, strike “and”.
Page 366, after line 5, insert the following:
(2) in paragraph (1)(E)—

(A) by striking “(E)” and inserting “(E)({1)”;

(B) by striking the semicolon and inserting “; or”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(i1) resided on Federal property under lease under sub-
chapter IV of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code;”;
and

Page 366, line 6, strike “(2)” and insert “(3)”.

28. AN AMENDMENT T0 BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE NOLAN OF
MINNESOTA OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 391, line 19, add at the end after the period the following:
“It is further the policy of the United States to ensure that Indian
children do not attend school in buildings that are dilapidated or
deteriorating, which may negatively affect the academic success of
such children.”.
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29. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE DAVIS OF
CALIFORNIA OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 514, line 9, strike “of the school” and insert “in the school
building”.

30. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE ZELDIN
OF NEW YORK OR HIs DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 563, after line 15, insert the following:

“SEC. 6532. STATE CONTROL OVER STANDARDS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act shall be construed to pro-
hibit a State from withdrawing from the Common Core State
Standards or any other specific standards.

“(b) PROHIBITION.—No officer or employee of the Federal Govern-
ment shall, directly or indirectly, through grants, contracts or other
cooperative agreements, through waiver granted under section
6401 or through any other authority, take any action against a
State that exercises its rights under subsection (a).”.

31. AN AMENDMENT T0o BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE HURD OF
TEXAS OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 574, after line 17, insert the following:

“SEC. 6552. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PROTECTING STUDENT PRIVACY.

“(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds as follows:

“(1) Students’ personally identifiable information is impor-
tant to protect.

“(2) Students’ information should not be shared with individ-
uals other than school officials in charge of educating those
students without clear notice to parents.

“(3) With the use of more technology, and more research
about student learning, the responsibility to protect students’
personally identifiable information is more important than
ever.

“(4) Regulations allowing more access to students’ personal
information could allow that information to be shared or sold
by individuals who do not have the best interest of the stu-
dents in mind.

“(5) The Secretary has the responsibility to ensure every en-
tity that receives funding under this Act holds any personally
identifiable information in strict confidence.

“(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the Congress that
the Secretary should review all regulations addressing issues of
student privacy, including those under this Act, and ensure that
students’ personally identifiable information is protected.

32. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE GRAYSON
OF FLORIDA OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 574, after line 17, insert the following:
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“SEC. 6552. STUDY ON SCHOOL START TIMES.
“The Secretary shall conduct an assessment of the impact of
school start times on student health, well-being, and performance.”.

33. AN AMENDMENT T0O BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE WILSON
OF FLORIDA OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

In title VI of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, as proposed to be amended by section 601(a) of the bill—
(1) redesignate part F as part G (and redesignate provisions
accordingly); and
(2) insert after part E the following:

“PART F—SCHOOL DROPOUT PREVENTION

“SEC. 6571. SHORT TITLE.
“This part may be cited as the ‘Dropout Prevention Act’.

“SEC. 6572. PURPOSE.

“The purpose of this part is to provide for school dropout preven-
tion and reentry and to raise academic achievement levels by pro-
viding grants that—

“(1) challenge all children to attain their highest academic
potential; and

“(2) ensure that all students have substantial and ongoing
opportunities to attain their highest academic potential
through schoolwide programs proven effective in school dropout
prevention and reentry.

“SEC. 6573. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“For the purpose of carrying out this part, there are authorized
to be appropriated $125,000,000 for fiscal year 2016 and such sums
ash mﬁly be necessary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years, of
which—

“(1) 10 percent shall be available to carry out subpart 1 for
each fiscal year; and

“(2) 90 percent shall be available to carry out subpart 2 for
each fiscal year.

“Subpart 1—Coordinated National Strategy

“SEC. 6581. NATIONAL ACTIVITIES.
“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is authorized—

“(1) to collect systematic data on the effectiveness of the pro-
grams assisted under this part in reducing school dropout rates
and increasing school reentry and secondary school graduation
rates;

“(2) to establish a national clearinghouse of information on
effective school dropout prevention and reentry programs that
shall disseminate to State educational agencies, local edu-
cational agencies, and schools—

“(A) the results of research on school dropout prevention
and reentry; and
“B) information on effective programs, best practices,
and Federal resources to—
“(1) reduce annual school dropout rates;
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“(i1) increase school reentry; and
“(ii1) increase secondary school graduation rates;

“(3) to provide technical assistance to State educational
agencies, local educational agencies, and schools in designing
and implementing programs and securing resources to imple-
ment effective school dropout prevention and reentry programs;

“(4) to establish and consult with an interagency working
group that shall—

“(A) address inter- and intra-agency program coordina-
tion issues at the Federal level with respect to school drop-
out prevention and reentry, and assess the targeting of ex-
isting Federal services to students who are most at risk of
dropping out of school, and the cost-effectiveness of various
programs and approaches used to address school dropout
prevention and reentry;

“(B) describe the ways in which State educational agen-
cies and local educational agencies can implement effective
school dropout prevention and reentry programs using
funds from a variety of Federal programs, including the
programs under this part; and

“(C) examine Federal programs that may have a positive
impact on secondary school graduation or school reentry;

“(5) to carry out a national recognition program in accord-
ance with subsection (b) that recognizes schools that have
ma(fle extraordinary progress in lowering school dropout rates;
an

“(6) to use funds made available for this subpart to carry out
the evaluation required under section 1830(c).

“(b) RECOGNITION PROGRAM.—

“(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall—

“(A) establish a national recognition program; and

“(B) develop uniform national guidelines for the recogni-
tion program that shall be used to recognize eligible
schools from nominations submitted by State educational
agencies.

“(2) RECOGNITION.—The Secretary shall recognize, under the
re}clogrllition program established under paragraph (1), eligible
schools.

“(3) SUPPORT.—The Secretary may make monetary awards to
an eligible school recognized under this subsection in amounts
determined appropriate by the Secretary that shall be used for
dissemination activities within the eligible school district or
nationally.

“(4) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE SCHOOL.—In this subsection, the
term ‘eligible school’ means a public middle school or secondary
school, including a charter school, that has implemented com-
prehensive reforms that have been effective in lowering school
dropout rates—

;(A% for all students in that secondary school or charter
school;

“(B) For students in one or more of the subgroups de-
scribed in section 1111(b)(2)(B)(xii); or

“(C) in the case of a middle school, for all students or for
students in one or more of the subgroups described in sec-
tion 1111(b)(2)(B)(xii) with a higher than average dropout
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rate in the secondary school that the middle school feeds
students into.
“(c) CAPACITY BUILDING.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, through a contract with
one or more non-Federal entities, may conduct a capacity
building and design initiative in order to increase the types of
proven strategies for school dropout prevention and reentry
that address the needs of an entire school population rather
than a subset of students.

“(2) NUMBER AND DURATION.—

“(A) NUMBER.—The Secretary may award not more than
five contracts under this subsection.

“(B) DURATION.—The Secretary may award a contract
under this subsection for a period of not more than 5
years.

“(d) SUPPORT FOR EXISTING REFORM NETWORKS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may provide appropriate
support to eligible entities to enable the eligible entities to pro-
vide training, materials, development, and staff assistance to
schools assisted under this part.

“(2) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this subsection, the
term ‘eligible entity’ means an entity that, prior to the date of
enactment of the Dropout Prevention Act—

“(A) provided training, technical assistance, and mate-
rials related to school dropout prevention or reentry to 100
or more elementary schools or secondary schools; and

“(B) developed and published a specific educational pro-
gram or design related to school dropout prevention or re-
entry for use by the schools.

“Subpart 2—School Dropout Prevention Initiative

“SEC. 6591. DEFINITIONS.
“In this subpart:

“(1) LOW-INCOME STUDENT.—The term ‘low-income student’
means a student who is determined by a local educational
agency to be from a low-income family using the measures de-
scribed in section 1113(c).

“2) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each of the several
States of the United States, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs for purposes
of serving schools funded by the Bureau.

“SEC. 6592. PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.
“(a) GRANTS TO STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES AND LocAL Epu-
CATIONAL AGENCIES.—
“(1) AMOUNT LESS THAN $75,000,000.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—If the amount appropriated under
section 6573 for a fiscal year equals or is less than
$75,000,000, then the Secretary shall use such amount to
award grants, on a competitive basis, to—

“(i) State educational agencies to support activities—
“(I) in schools that—
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‘éaa) serve students in grades 6 through 12;
an
“(bb) have annual school dropout rates that
are above the State average annual school
dropout rate; or
“(II) in the middle schools that feed students
into the schools described in subclause (I); or
“(ii) local educational agencies that operate—
“(I) schools that—
‘éaa) serve students in grades 6 through 12;
an
“(bb) have annual school dropout rates that
are above the State average annual school
dropout rate; or
“(I1) middle schools that feed students into the
schools described in subclause (I).

“(B) USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—Grant funds awarded under
this paragraph shall be used to fund effective, sustainable,
and coordinated school dropout prevention and reentry
programs that may include the activities described in sub-
section (b)(2), in—

“(i) schools serving students in grades 6 through 12
that have annual school dropout rates that are above
the State average annual school dropout rate; or

“(i1) the middle schools that feed students into the
schools described in clause (1).

“(2) AMOUNT LESS THAN $250,000,000 BUT MORE THAN
$75,000,000.—If the amount appropriated under section 6573 for
a fiscal year is less than $250,000,000 but more than
$75,000,000, then the Secretary shall use such amount to
award grants, on a competitive basis, to State educational
agencies to enable the State educational agencies to award
subgrants under subsection (b).

“(3) AMOUNT EQUAL TO OR EXCEEDS $250,000,000.—If the
amount appropriated under section 6573 for a fiscal year
equals or exceeds $250,000,000, then the Secretary shall use
such amount to award a grant to each State educational agen-
¢y in an amount that bears the same relation to such appro-
priated amount as the amount the State educational agency re-
ceived under part A for the preceding fiscal year bears to the
amount received by all State educational agencies under such
part for the preceding fiscal year, to enable the State edu-
cational agency to award subgrants under subsection (b).

“(b) SUBGRANTS TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts made available to a State
educational agency under paragraph (2) or (3) of subsection (a),
the State educational agency shall award subgrants, on a com-
petitive basis, to local educational agencies that operate public
schools that serve students in grades 6 through 12 and that
have annual school dropout rates that are above the State av-
erage annual school dropout rate, to enable those schools, or
the middle schools that feed students into those schools, to im-
plement effective, sustainable, and coordinated school dropout
prevention and reentry programs that involve activities such
as—
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“(A) professional development;

“(B) obtaining curricular materials;

“(C) release time for professional staff to obtain profes-
sional development;

“(D) planning and research, including the development
of early warning indicator systems in middle schools de-
signed to identify students who are at risk of dropping out
of high school and to guide preventative and recuperative
school improvement strategies, including—

“(1) identifying and analyzing the academic risk fac-
tors that most reliable predict dropouts by using longi-
tudinal data of past cohorts of students;

“(i1) 1identifying specific indicators of student
progress and performance, such as attendance, aca-
demic performance in core courses, and credit accumu-
lation, to guide decision making;

“(iii) identifying or developing a mechanism for reg-
ularly collecting and analyzing data about the impact
of interventions on the indicators of student progress
and performance; and

“(iv) analyzing academic indicators to determine
whether students are on track to graduate secondary
school in the standard number of years;

“(E) remedial education;

“(F) reduction in pupil-to-teacher ratios;

“(G) efforts to meet State student academic achievement
standards;

“(H) counseling and mentoring for at-risk students, in-
cluding the creation of individualized student success
plans;

“I) implementing comprehensive school reform models,
such as creating smaller learning communities; and

“(J) school reentry activities.

“(2) AMOUNT.—Subject to paragraph (3), a subgrant under
this subpart shall be awarded—

“(A) in the first year that a local educational agency re-
ceives a subgrant payment under this subpart, in an
amount that is based on factors such as—

“(i) the size of schools operated by the local edu-
cational agency;

“(ii) costs of the model or set of prevention and re-
entry strategies being implemented; and

“(11i) local cost factors such as poverty rates;

“(B) in the second year, in an amount that is not less
than 75 percent of the amount the local educational agency
received under this subpart in the first such year;

“(C) in the third year, in an amount that is not less than
50 percent of the amount the local educational agency re-
ceived under this subpart in the first such year; and

“(D) in each succeeding year, in an amount that is not
less than 30 percent of the amount the local educational
agency received under this subpart in the first year.

“(3) DURATION.—A subgrant under this subpart shall be
awarded for a period of 3 years, and may be continued for a
period of 2 additional years if the State educational agency de-
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termines, based on the annual reports described in section
1830(a), that significant progress has been made in lowering
the annual school dropout rate for secondary schools partici-
pating in the program assisted under this subpart.

“SEC. 6593. APPLICATIONS.
“(a) IN GENERAL.—To receive—

“(1) a grant under this subpart, a State educational agency
or local educational agency shall submit an application and
plan to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, and ac-
companied by such information as the Secretary may reason-
ably require; and

“(2) a subgrant under this subpart, a local educational agen-
cy shall submit an application and plan to the State edu-
cational agency at such time, in such manner, and accom-
panied by such information as the State educational agency
may reasonably require.

“(b) CONTENTS.—

“(1) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY AND LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCY.—Each application and plan submitted under sub-
section (a) shall—

“(A) include an outline—

“(i) of the State educational agency’s or local edu-
cational agency’s strategy for reducing the State edu-
cational agency or local educational agency’s annual
school dropout rate;

“(i1) for targeting secondary schools, and the middle
schools that feed students into those secondary
schools, that have the highest annual school dropout
rates; and

“(ii1) for assessing the effectiveness of the efforts de-
scribed in the plan;

“(B) contain an identification of the schools in the State
or operated by the local educational agency that have an-
nual school dropout rates that are greater than the aver-
age annual school dropout rate for the State;

“(C) describe the instructional strategies to be imple-
mented, how the strategies will serve all students, and the
effectiveness of the strategies;

“D) describe a budget and timeline for implementing
the strategies;

“(E) contain evidence of coordination with existing re-
sources;

“(F) provide an assurance that funds provided under this
subpart will supplement, and not supplant, other State
and local funds available for school dropout prevention and
reentry programs; and

“(G) describe how the activities to be assisted conform
with research knowledge and evidence-based school drop-
out prevention and reentry programs.

“(2) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—Each application and
plan submitted under subsection (a) by a local educational
agency shall contain, in addition to the requirements of para-
graph (1)—

“(A) an assurance that the local educational agency is
committed to providing ongoing operational support for
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such schools to address the problem of school dropouts for
a period of 5 years; and
“(B) an assurance that the local educational agency will
support the plan, including—
“(i) provision of release time for teacher training;
“(ii) efforts to coordinate activities for secondary
schools and the middle schools that feed students into
those secondary schools; and
“(iii) encouraging other schools served by the local
educational agency to participate in the plan.

“SEC. 6594. STATE RESERVATION.

“A State educational agency that receives a grant under para-
graph (2) or (3) of section 1822(a) may reserve not more than 5 per-
cent of the grant funds for administrative costs and State activities
related to school dropout prevention and reentry activities, of which
not more than 2 percent of the grant funds may be used for admin-
istrative costs.

“SEC. 6595. STRATEGIES AND CAPACITY BUILDING.

“Each local educational agency receiving a grant or subgrant
under this subpart and each State educational agency receiving a
grant under this subpart shall implement scientifically based, sus-
tainable, and widely replicated strategies for school dropout pre-
vention and reentry. The strategies may include—

“(1) specific strategies for targeted purposes, such as—

“(A) effective early intervention programs designed to
identify at-risk students;

“(B) effective programs serving at-risk students, includ-
ing racial and ethnic minorities and pregnant and par-
enting teenagers, designed to prevent such students from
dropping out of school; and

“(C) effective programs to identify and encourage youth
who have already dropped out of school to reenter school
and complete their secondary education; and

“(2) approaches such as breaking larger schools down into
smaller learning communities and other comprehensive reform
approaches, creating alternative school programs, and devel-
oping clear linkages to career skills and employment.

“SEC. 6596. SELECTION OF LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES FOR SUB-
GRANTS.

“(a) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REVIEW AND AWARD.—The
State educational agency shall review applications submitted under
section 1823(a)(2) and award subgrants to local educational agen-
cies with the assistance and advice of a panel of experts on school
dropout prevention and reentry.

“(b) ELIGIBILITY.—A local educational agency is eligible to receive
a subgrant under this subpart if the local educational agency oper-
ates a public school (including a public alternative school)—

“(1) that is eligible to receive assistance under part A; and

“(2)(A) that serves students 50 percent or more of whom are
low-income students; or

“(B) in which a majority of the students come from feeder
schools that serve students 50 percent or more of whom are
low-income students.
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“SEC. 6597. COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS.

“A local educational agency that receives a grant or subgrant
under this subpart and a State educational agency that receives a
grant under this subpart may use the funds to secure necessary
services from a community-based organization or other government
agency if the funds are used to provide school dropout prevention
and reentry activities related to schoolwide efforts.

“SEC. 6598. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each local edu-
cational agency that receives funds under this subpart shall use
the funds to provide technical assistance to secondary schools
served by the agency that have not made progress toward lowering
annual school dropout rates after receiving assistance under this
subpart for 2 fiscal years.

“SEC. 6599. SCHOOL DROPOUT RATE CALCULATION.

“For purposes of calculating an annual school dropout rate under
this subpart, a school shall use the annual event school dropout
rate for students leaving a school in a single year determined in
accordance with the National Center for Education Statistics’ Com-
mon Core of Data.

“SEC. 6600. REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

“(a) LocAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REPORTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—To receive funds under this subpart for a
fiscal year after the first fiscal year that a local educational
agency receives funds under this subpart, the local educational
agency shall provide, on an annual basis, a report regarding
the status of the implementation of activities funded under this
subpart, and the dropout data for students at schools assisted
under this subpart, disaggregated by each subgroup described
in section 1111(b)(2)(B)(xii), to the—

“(A) Secretary, if the local educational agency receives a
grant under section 1822(a)(1); or

“(B) State educational agency, if the local educational
agency receives a subgrant under paragraph (2) or (3) of
section 1822(a).

“(2) DroPOUT DATA.—The dropout data under paragraph (1)
shall include annual school dropout rates for each fiscal year,
starting with the 2 fiscal years before the local educational
agency received funds under this subpart.

“(b) STATE REPORT ON PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—Each State edu-
cational agency receiving funds under this subpart shall provide to
the Secretary, at such time and in such format as the Secretary
may require, information on the status of the implementation of ac-
tivities funded under this subpart and outcome data for students
in schools assisted under this subpart.

“(c) ACCOUNTABILITY.—The Secretary shall evaluate the effect of
the activities assisted under this subpart on school dropout preven-
tion compared, if feasible, to a control group using control proce-
dures. The Secretary may use funds appropriated for subpart 1 to
carry out this evaluation.

“SEC. 6601. PROHIBITED USES OF FUNDS.
“No funds under this part may be used for—
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“(1) the development, establishment, implementation, or en-
forcement of zero-tolerance school discipline policies unless oth-
erwise required by Federal law; or

“(2) law enforcement agencies or local police departments
serving a school or local educational agency—

“(A) with substantial documented excesses or racial dis-
parities in the use of exclusionary discipline;

“(B) operating under an open school desegregation order,
whether court-ordered or voluntary;

“(C) operating under a pattern or practice or practice
consent decree for civil rights violations; or

“D) already receiving substantial Federal funds for the
placement of law enforcement in schools.”.

34. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE CASTRO
OF TEXAS OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 596, after line 15, insert the following:
“K) A description of how such youths will receive assist-
ance from counselors to advise, prepare, and improve the
readiness of such youths for college.

35. AN AMENDMENT T'O BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE CARSON
OF INDIANA OR HIS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

At the end of title VI, add the following new section:

SEC. 605. DEVELOPMENT OF A NATIONAL RESEARCH STRATEGY.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of the
Student Success Act, the Secretary of Education shall develop a na-
tional research strategy with respect to elementary and secondary
education that includes advancing—

(1) an annual measure of student learning, including a sys-
tem of assessments;

(2) effective teacher preparation and continuing professional
development;

(3) education administration; and

(4) international comparisons of education.

36. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE COLLINS
OF GEORGIA OR HIs DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Page 620, after line 8, add the following (and amend the table
of contents accordingly):

SEC. 802. ACCOUNTABILITY TO TAXPAYERS THROUGH MONITORING
AND OVERSIGHT.

To ensure better monitoring and oversight of taxpayer funds au-
thorized to be appropriated under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), and to deter and
prohibit waste, fraud, and abuse of such funds, the Secretary of
Education—

(1) shall ensure that each recipient of a grant or subgrant
under such Act is aware of—
(A) their responsibility to comply with all monitoring re-
quirements under the applicable program or programs;
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(B) their further responsibility to monitor properly any
sub-grantee under the applicable program or programs;
and

(C) the Secretary’s schedule for monitoring and any
other compliance reviews to ensure proper use of Federal
funds;

(2) shall review and analyze the results of monitoring and
compliance reviews—

(é&) to understand trends and identify common issues;
an

(B) to issue guidance to help grantees address these
issues before the loss or misuse of taxpayer funding occurs;

(3) shall publically report the work undertaken by the Sec-
retary to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse, including specific
cases where the Secretary found and prevented the misuse of
taxpayer funds; and

(4) shall work with the Office of Inspector General in the De-
partment of Education as needed to help ensure that employ-
ees of such department understand how to monitor grantees
properly and to help grantees monitor any sub-grantees prop-
erly.

37. AN AMENDMENT T0O BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE DOLD OF
ILLINOIS OR HiS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Add at the end of title VIII the following:

SEC. 8 . PROHIBITION OF USING EDUCATION FUNDS FOR EXCESS
gﬁgll\é[ENTS TO CERTAIN RETIREMENT OR PENSION SYS-

(a) IN GENERAL.—No State receiving funds authorized under this
Act or the amendments made by this Act may require any local
educational agency using funds authorized under this Act to hire
or pay the salary of teachers to use such funds to make contribu-
tions to a teacher retirement or pension system for a plan year in
excess of the normal cost of pension benefits for such plan year for
which the employing local educational agency has responsibility.

(b) NORMAL CoST DEFINED.—For purposes of this section, the
term “normal cost” means the portion of the cost of projected bene-
fits allocated to the current plan year, not including any unfunded
liabilities the teacher retirement or pension system has accrued.

38. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE FLORES
OF TEXAS OR HiIs DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Add at the end the following:

SEC. 802. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE FREE EXERCISE OF RELIGION.
It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) a student, teacher, or school administrator retains their
rights under the First Amendment, including the right to free
exercise of religion, during the school day or while on elemen-
tary and secondary school grounds; and

(2) elementary and secondary schools should examine their
policies to ensure that, in a manner consistent with the Con-
stitution, law, and court decisions, students, teachers, and
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school administrators are able to fully participate in activities
on elementary and secondary school grounds related to their
religious freedom.

39. AN AMENDMENT ToO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE
BROWNLEY OF CALIFORNIA OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10
MINUTES

At the end of title VIII of the bill, add the following new section:

SEC. 802. STATE SEAL OF BILITERACY PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Education shall award
grants to States to establish or improve a Seal of Biliteracy pro-
gram to recognize student proficiency in speaking, reading, and
writing in both English and a second language.

(b) GRANT APPLICATION.—In order to receive a grant under this
section, a State shall submit an application to the Secretary at
such time, in such manner, and containing such information and
assurances as the Secretary may require, including—

(1) a description of the criteria a student must meet to dem-
onstrate proficiency in speaking, reading, and writing in both
English and a second language;

(2) assurances that a student who meets the requirements
under paragraph (1)—

(A) receives a permanent seal or other marker on the
student’s secondary school diploma or its equivalent; and

(B) receives documentation of proficiency in the student’s
official academic transcript; and

(3) assurances that a student is not charged a fee for submit-
ting an application under subsection (c).

(c) STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN A SEAL OF BILITERACY PRO-
GRAM.—To participate in a Seal of Biliteracy program, a student
must submit an application to the State that serves the student at
such time, in such manner, and containing such information and
assurances as the State may require, including assurances that the
student—

(1) will receive a secondary school diploma or its equivalent
in the year the student submits an application; and

(2) has met the criteria established by the State under sub-
section (b)(1).

(d) STUDENT ELIGIBILITY FOR APPLICATION.—A student who
gained proficiency in a second language outside of school may apply
to participate in a Seal of Biliteracy program under subsection (c).

(e) USE oF FUNDS.—Grant funds made available under this sec-
tion shall be used for administrative costs of establishing or im-
proving and carrying out a Seal of Biliteracy program and for pub-
lic outreach and education about that program.

(f) GRANT TERMS.—

(1) DURATION.—A grant awarded under this section shall be
for a period of 2 years, and may be renewed at the discretion
of the Secretary.

(2) RENEWAL.—At the end of a grant term, the recipient of
such grant may reapply for a grant under this section.

(8) LIMITATIONS.—A grant recipient under this section shall
not have more than 1 grant under this section at anytime.
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(4) RETURN OF UNSPENT GRANT FUNDS.—Not later than 6
months after the date on which a grant term ends, a recipient
of a grant under this section shall return any unspent grant
funds to the Secretary.

(g) REPORT.—Not later than 9 months after receiving a grant
under this section, a grant recipient shall issue a report to the Sec-
retary describing the implementation of the Seal of Biliteracy pro-
gram.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ESEA DEFINITIONS.—The terms “secondary school”, “Sec-
retary”, and “State” have the meanings given those terms in
section 6101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

(2) SECOND LANGUAGE.—The term “second language” means
any language other than English, including Braille and Amer-
ican Sign Language.

(3) SEAL OF BILITERACY PROGRAM.—The term “Seal of
Biliteracy program” means any program established under this
section.

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the Secretary $10,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2016 through 2021 to carry out this section.

40. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE LOEBSACK
OF IowA OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

At the end of the bill, insert the following:

TITLE IX—SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE
ACT

SEC. 901. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the “Schools of the Future Act”.

SEC. 902. FINDINGS.
The Congress finds the following:

(1) Digital learning technology holds the promise of trans-
forming rural education by removing barriers of distance and
increasing school capacity.

(2) While many large urban local educational agencies are at
the forefront of implementing new digital learning innovations,
it is often harder for smaller and more rural local educational
agencies to access these tools. Smaller local educational agen-
cies with less capacity may also find it more difficult to provide
the training needed to effectively implement new digital learn-
ing technologies.

(3) Despite the potential of digital learning in rural areas,
these advancements risk bypassing rural areas without sup-
port for their implementation. Rather than having schools and
local educational agencies apply digital learning innovations
designed for urban environments to rural areas, it is important
that digital learning technologies be developed and imple-
mented in ways that reflect the unique needs of rural areas.
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(4) Digital learning is rapidly expanding, and new tools for
improving teaching and learning are being developed every
day. A growing demand for digital learning tools and products
has made rigorous evaluation of their effectiveness increasingly
important, as this information would allow school and local
educational agency leaders to make informed choices about
how best to use these tools to improve student achievement
and educational outcomes.

(5) High-quality digital learning increases student access to
courses that may not have been available to students in rural
communities, increasing their college and career readiness.

SEC. 903. PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.

(a) GRANTS TO ELIGIBLE PARTNERSHIPS.—From the amounts ap-
propriated to carry out this title, the Secretary of Education is au-
thorized to award grants, on a competitive basis, to eligible part-
nerships to carry out the activities described in section 906.

(b) DURATION OF GRANT.—A grant under subsection (a) shall be
awarded for not less than a 3-year and not longer than a 5-year
period.

(c) FiscAL AGENT.—If an eligible partnership receives a grant
under this title, a school partner in the partnership shall serve as
the fiscal agent for the partnership.

SEC. 904. APPLICATION.

An eligible partnership desiring a grant under this title shall
submit an application to the Secretary at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the Secretary may require,
which shall include the following:

(1) A description of the eligible partnership, including the
name of each of the partners and their respective roles and re-
sponsibilities.

(2) A description of the technology-based learning practice,
tool, strategy, or course that the eligible partnership proposes
to develop or implement using the grant funds.

(3) An assurance that all teachers of record hold the relevant
license and are otherwise qualified to implement any tech-
?ol?igy-based practice, tool, strategy, or course using the grant
unds.

(4) An assurance that all students in a class or school imple-
menting a practice, tool, strategy or course using the grant
funds will have access to any equipment necessary to partici-
pate on a full and equitable basis.

(5) An assurance that the proposed uses of smartphones,
laptops, tablets, or other devices susceptible to inappropriate
use have the informed consent of parents or guardians and are
not inconsistent with any policies of the local educational agen-
cy on the use of such devices.

(6) Information relevant to the selection criteria under sec-
tion 905(c).

(7) A description of the evaluation to be undertaken by the
eligible partnership, including—

(A) how the school partner and the evaluation partner
will work together to implement the practice, tool, strat-
egy, or course in such a way that permits the use of a rig-
orous, independent evaluation design that meets the
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standards of the What Works Clearinghouse of the Insti-
tute of Education Sciences; and

(B) a description of the evaluation design that meets
such standards, which will be used to measure any signifi-
cant effects on the outcomes described in paragraphs (1)
through (3) of section 907(a).

(8) An estimate of the number of students to be reached
through the grant and evidence of its capacity to reach the pro-
posed number of students during the course of the grant.

(9) Any other information the Secretary may require.

SEC. 905. APPLICATION REVIEW AND AWARD BASIS.

(a) PEER REVIEW.—The Secretary shall use a peer review process
to review applications for grants under this title. The Secretary
shall appoint individuals to the peer review process who have rel-
evant expertise in digital learning, research and evaluation, stand-
ards quality and alignment, and rural education.

(b) AWARD BAsIis.—In awarding grants under this title, the Sec-
retary shall ensure, to the extent practicable, diversity in the type
of activities funded under the grants.

(c) SELECTION CRITERIA.—In evaluating an eligible partnership’s
a%plication for a grant under this title, the Secretary shall con-
sider—

(1) the need for the proposed technology-based learning prac-
tice, tool, strategy, or course;

(2) the quality of the design of the proposed practice, tool,
strategy, or course;

(8) the strength of the existing research evidence with re-
spect to such practice, tool, strategy, or course;

(4) the experience of the eligible partnership; and

(5) the quality of the evaluation proposed by the eligible
partnership.

(d) DEDICATED FUNDING FOR FRINGE RURAL, DISTANT RURAL,
AND REMOTE RURAL SCHOOLS.—Not less than 50 percent of the
grant funds awarded under this title shall be awarded to eligible
partnerships that provides assurances that the school partners in
the eligible partnership will ensure that each school to be served
by the grant is designated with a school locale code of Fringe
Rural, Distant Rural, or Remote Rural, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

SEC. 906. USE OF FUNDS.
(a) REQUIRED USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible partnership receiving a grant
under this title shall use such funds to implement and evalu-
ate the results of technology-based learning practices, strate-
gies, tools, or courses, including the practices, strategies, tools,
or courses identified under paragraphs (2) through (6).

(2) TOoOLS AND COURSES DESIGNED TO PERSONALIZE THE
LEARNING EXPERIENCE.—Technology-based tools and courses
identified under this paragraph include the following types of
tools and courses designed to personalize the learning experi-
ence:

(A) Technology-based personalized instructional systems.
(B) Adaptive software, games, or tools, that can be used
to personalize learning.
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(C) Computer-based tutoring courses to help struggling
students.

(D) Games, digital tools, and smartphone or tablet appli-
cations to improve students’ engagement, focus, and time
on task.

(E) Other tools and courses designed to personalize the
learning experience.

(3) PRACTICES AND STRATEGIES DESIGNED TO AID AND INFORM
INSTRUCTION.—Technology-based practices and strategies iden-
tified under this paragraph include the following types of prac-
tices and strategies designed to aid and inform instruction:

(A) Adaptive software, games, or tools that can be used
for the purpose of formative assessment.

(B) Web resources that provide teachers and their stu-
dents access to instructional and curricular materials that
are—

(i) aligned with high-quality standards; and

(i) designed to prepare students for college and a
career, such as a repository of primary historical
sources for use in history and civics courses or exam-
ples of developmentally appropriate science experi-
ments.

(C) Online professional development opportunities,
teacher mentoring opportunities, and professional learning
communities.

(D) Tools or web resources designed to address specific
instructional problems.

(E) Other practices and strategies designed to person-
alize the learning experience.

(4) TooLS, COURSES, AND STRATEGIES DESIGNED TO IMPROVE
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS WITH SPECIFIC EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS.—Technology-based tools, courses, and strategies identi-
fied under this paragraph include the following types of tools,
courses, and strategies designed to meet the needs of students
with specific educational needs:

(A) Digital tools specifically designed to meet the needs
of students with a particular disability.

(B) Online courses that give students who are not on
track to graduate or have already dropped out of school
the opportunity for accelerated credit recovery.

(C) Language instruction courses, games, or software de-
signed to meet the needs of English language learners.

(D) Other tools, courses, and strategies designed to per-
sonalize the learning experience.

(5) TOOLS, COURSES, AND STRATEGIES DESIGNED TO HELP STU-
DENTS DEVELOP 21ST CENTURY SKILLS.—Technology-based tools,
courses, and strategies identified under this paragraph include
peer-to-peer virtual learning opportunities to be used for the
purposes of project-based learning, deeper learning, and col-
laborative learning, and other tools, courses, and strategies de-
signed to help students develop 21st century skills, such as the
ability to think critically and solve problems, be effective com-
municators, collaborate with others, and learn to create and in-
novate.
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(6) TECHNOLOGY-BASED OR ONLINE COURSES THAT ALLOW STU-
DENTS TO TAKE COURSES THAT THEY WOULD NOT OTHERWISE
HAVE ACCESS TO.—Technology-based or online courses identi-
fied under this paragraph include courses or collections of
courses approved by the applicable local educational agency or
State educational agency that provide students with access to
courses that they would not otherwise have access to, such as
the following:

(A) An online repository of elective courses.

(B) Online or software-based courses in foreign lan-
guages, especially in languages identified as critical or in
schools where a teacher is not available to teach the lan-
guage or course level a student requires.

(C) Online advanced or college-level courses that can be
taken for credit.

(b) AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible partnership receiv-
ing a grant under this title may use grant funds to—

(1) develop or implement the technology for technology-based
learning strategies, practices, courses, or tools to be carried out
under the grant;

(2) purchase hardware or software needed to carry out such
strategies, practices, courses, or tools under the grant, except
1f;‘ha‘(c1 such purchases may not exceed 50 percent of total grant
unds;

(3) address the particular needs of student subgroups, in-
cluding students with disabilities and English-language learn-
ers;

(4) provide technology-based professional development or
professional development on how to maximize the utility of
technology; and

(5) address issues of cost and capacity in rural areas and
shortage subjects.

(c) SUPPLEMENTATION.—An eligible partnership that receives a
grant under this title shall use the grant funds to supplement, not
supplant, the work of teachers with students, and may not use
such funds to reduce staffing levels for the school partners in the
eligible partnership.

(d) TEACHER OF RECORD.—For each student in a class or school
implementing a practice, tool, strategy, or course using grant funds
provided under this title, there shall be a teacher of record, holding
the relevant certification or license, and otherwise qualified to im-
plement any digitally-based practice, tool, strategy or course using
the grant funds. An eligible partnership shall use grant funds pro-
vided under this title, and shall determine the extent and nature
of pedagogical uses of digital tools, in a manner that is consistent
with the judgments of teachers of record about what is develop-
mentally appropriate for students.

SEC. 907. DATA COLLECTION AND EVALUATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible partnership receiving a grant
under this title shall require its evaluation partner to complete an
independent, comprehensive, well-designed, and well-implemented
evaluation that meets the standards of the What Works Clearing-
house after the third year of implementation of the grant to meas-
ure the effect of the practice, tool, strategy, or course on—
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(1) growth in student achievement, as measured by high
quality assessments that provide objective, valid, reliable
measures of student academic growth and information on
whether a student is on-track to graduate ready for college and
career;

(2) costs and savings to the school partner; and

(3) at least one of the following:

(A) Student achievement gaps.

(B) Graduation and dropout rates.

(C) College enrollment.

(D) College persistence.

(E) College completion.

(F) Placement in a living-wage job.

(G) Enhanced teacher or principal effectiveness as meas-
ured by valid, reliable, and multiple measures of student
achievement and other appropriate measures.

(b) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall—

(1) acting through the Director of the Institute of Education
Sciences—

(A) evaluate the implementation and impact of the ac-
tivities supported under the grant program authorized
under this section; and

(B) identify best practices; and

(2) disseminate, in consultation with the regional educational
laboratories established under part D of the Education
Sciences Reform Act of 2002 and comprehensive centers estab-
lished under the Educational Technical Assistance Act of 2002,
research on best practices in school leadership.

(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION EVALUATION.—An evaluation partner may
use funds under this title to carry out an implementation evalua-
tion designed to provide information that may be useful for schools,
local educational agencies, States, consortia of schools, and charter
school networks seeking to implement similar practices, tools,
strategies, or courses in the future.

(d) PUBLICATION OF RESULTS.—Upon completion of an evaluation
described in subsection (a), (b), or (c) the evaluation partner shall—

(1) submit a report of the results of the evaluation to the
Secretary; and

(2) make publicly available such results.

SEC. 908. DEFINITIONS.
In this title:

(1) ELIGIBLE PARTNERSHIP.—The term “eligible partnership”
means a partnership that includes a school partner and not
less than 1—

(A) digital learning partner, except that in a case in
which a school partner or evaluation partner demonstrates
expertise in digital learning to the Secretary; and

(B) evaluation partner.

(2) SCHOOL PARTNER.—The term “school partner” means a—

(A) local educational agency;

(B) a charter school network that does not include vir-
tual schools;

(C) a consortium of public elementary schools or sec-
ondary schools;



42

(D) a regional educational service agency or similar re-
gional educational service provider; or

(E) a consortium of the entities described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D).

(3) DIGITAL LEARNING PARTNER.—The term “digital learning
partner” means an organization with expertise in the tech-
nology required to develop or implement the digital learning
practices, tools, strategies, or courses proposed by the school
partner with which the digital learning partner will partner or
has partnered under this title, such as—

(A) an institution of higher education;

(B) a nonprofit organization; or

(C) an organization with school development or turn-
around experience.

(4) EVALUATION PARTNER.—The term “evaluation partner”
means a partner that has the expertise and ability to carry out
the evaluation of a grant received under this title, such as—

(A) an institution of higher education;

(B) a nonprofit organization with expertise in evaluation;
or

(C) an evaluation firm.

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The term “institu-
tion of higher education” has the meaning given the term in
secti())n 102 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002).

(6) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term “local edu-
cational agency” has the meaning given the term in section
9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 7801).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary
of Education.

41. AN AMENDMENT T0O BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE MENG OF
NEW YORK OR HER DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

At the end of the bill, add the following new title:

TITLE IX—EARLY CHILDHOOD EDU-
CATION PROFESSIONAL IMPROVE-
MENT

SEC. 901. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the “Early Childhood Education Profes-
sional Improvement Act of 2015”.

SEC. 902. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this title is to provide assistance to States to im-
prove the knowledge, credentials, compensation, and professional
development of early childhood educators working with children in
early childhood education programs.

SEC. 903. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) The term “early childhood education program” means a
Head Start Program carried out under the Head Start Act (42
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U.S.C. 9831 et seq.), a State-funded prekindergarten program,
a licensed child care serving prekindergarten children, and
special education preschool.

(2) The term “institution of higher education” has the mean-
ing given the term in section 101(a) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)).

SEC. 904. PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.

The Secretary of Education, in consultation with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, is authorized to award grants to
States to implement and administer the activities described in sec-
tion 906.

SEC. 905. APPLICATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State desiring a grant under this title
shall submit an application to the Secretary of Education at such
time, in such manner, and accompanied by such information as the
Secretary may reasonably require.

(b) CoNTENTS.—Each application submitted under subsection (a)
shall include a description of the State’s comprehensive early child-
hood professional development system, including the following:

(1) A description of how the State’s system was developed in
collaboration with the State Advisory Council on Early Child-
hood Education and Care designated or established under sec-
tion 642B of the Head Start Act, the State agency responsible
for administering childcare, the State Head Start collaboration
director, the State educational agency, institutions of higher
education, organizations that represent early childhood edu-
cators, and credible early childhood education professional or-
ganizations.

(2) A designation of a State agency to administer the grant
program.

(8) A description of how the State’s system provides—

(A) an oversight structure for the system,;

(B) professional standards and competencies;

(C) a career lattice;

(D) coordination with State higher education agencies,
higher education accrediting bodies, and accredited two-
and four-year institutions of higher education;

(E) encouragement of articulation agreements between
two- and four-year institutions of higher education and
credit-bearing opportunities and articulation agreements
that recognize prior learning and expertise;

(F) more accessible higher education for working learn-
ers through offering of college courses at accessible time
and locations, with particular attention to rural areas;

(G) support to adult learners who are dual language
learners, or come from low-income or minority commu-
nities;

(H) use of workforce data to assess the State’s workforce
needs; and

(I) its financing over time.

SEC. 906. STATE USE OF FUNDS.

A State that receives a grant under this title shall ensure that
grant funds are used to carry out the following:
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(1) To provide scholarships to cover the costs of tuition, fees,
materials, transportation, paid substitutes, and release time
for preschool teachers employed in an early childhood edu-
cation program to pursue a bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education or a closely related field.

(2) To support preschool teachers employed in an early child-
hood education program, and who have obtained a bachelor’s
degree in a field other than early childhood education or a
closely related field, to attain a credential, licensure, or en-
dorsement that demonstrates competence in early childhood
education.

(3) To increase compensation for teachers who are enrolled
and making progress toward a degree in early childhood edu-
cation and to provide parity of compensation upon completion
of such degree and retention in the early childhood education
program.

(4) To provide ongoing professional development opportuni-
ties to preschool teachers and teacher assistants employed in
an early childhood education program that address—

(A) all areas of child development and learning (cog-
nitive, social, emotional, and physical);

(B) teacher-child interaction;

(C) family engagement; and

(D) cultural competence for working with a diversity of
children (including children with special needs and dual
language learners) and families.

SEC. 907. SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.

Grant funds provided under this title shall supplement, and not
supplant, other Federal, State, and local funds that are available
for early childhood educator preparation and professional develop-
ment.

SEC. 908. MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.

A State that receives funds under this title for a fiscal year shall
maintain the fiscal effort provided by the State for the activities
supported by the funds under this title at a level equal to or great-
er than the level of such fiscal effort for the preceding fiscal year.

SEC. 909. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this title
such sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 2016 through 2021.

42. AN AMENDMENT To BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE SCHRA-
DER OF OREGON OR HIs DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MINUTES

Add at the end the following new section:

SEC. 802. PILOT GRANT PROGRAM TO SUPPORT CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION EXPLORATION PROGRAM IN MIDDLE
SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS.
(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section are the following:

(1) To provide students with opportunities to participate in
career and technical education exploration programs and to
provide information on available career and technical edu-
cation programs and their impact on college and career readi-
ness.
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(2) To expand professional growth of, and career opportuni-
ties for, students through career and technical education explo-
ration programs.

(8) To enhance collaboration between education providers
and employers.

(4) To develop or enhance career and technical education ex-
ploration programs with ties to a career and technical edu-
cation program of study.

(5) To evaluate students’ participation in coordinated middle
school and high school career and technical education explo-
ration programs.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION EXPLORATION PRO-
GRAM.—The term “career and technical education exploration
program” means a course or series of courses that provides ex-
periential learning opportunities in 1 or more programs of
study (including after school and during the summer), as ap-
propriate, and the opportunity to connect experiential learning
to education and career pathways that is offered to middle
school students or high school students, or both.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary
of Education.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF GRANT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award grants to local
educational agencies to support career and technical education
exploration programs.

(2) GRANT DURATION.—Grants awarded under this section
shall be 2 years in duration.

(3) DISTRICT CAPACITY TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT.—In awarding
grants under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall take into ac-
count the resources and capacity of each local educational
agency that applies for a grant.

(d) APPLICATIONS.—A local educational agency that desires to re-
ceive a grant under this section shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such
information as the Secretary may require.

(e) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under this section, the Sec-
retary shall give priority to grant proposals that—

(1) demonstrate—

(A) that a partnership among the local educational agen-
cy and business, industry, labor, or institutions of higher
education, where appropriate to the grant project, exists
and will participate in carrying out grant activities under
this section;

(B) innovative and sustainable design;

(C) a curriculum aligned with State diploma require-
ments;

(D) a focus on preparing students, including special pop-
ulations and nontraditional students, with opportunities to
explore careers and skills required for jobs in their State
and that provide high wages and are in demand,

(E) a method of evaluating success; and

(F) that the programs to be assisted with grant funds
are not receiving assistance under the Carl D. Perkins Ca-
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reer and Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301
et seq.); and

(2) include an assurance that—

(A) the local educational agency will fund the oper-
ational costs of the activities described in this section after
the grant period expires; and

(B) if the local educational agency charges a fee to par-
ticipate in the after school and summer components of the
career and technical education exploration program to be
carried out by the agency, the agency will implement such
fee on a sliding scale according to income and established
in a manner that makes participation financially feasible
for all students.

(f) USES oF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency that receives a
grant under this section shall use the grant funds to carry out
any of the following:

(A) Leasing, purchasing, upgrading, or adapting equip-
ment related to the content of career and technical edu-
cation exploration program activities.

(B) Program director, instructor, or other staff expenses
to coordinate or implement program activities.

(C) Consultation services with a direct alignment to the
program goals.

(D) Support of professional development programs
aligned to the program goals.

(E) Minor remodeling, if any, necessary to accommodate
new equipment obtained pursuant to subparagraph (A).

(F) Evaluating the access to career and technical edu-
cation exploration programs and the impact such programs
have on the transition to career and technical programs of
study (as described in section 122(c)(1)(A) of the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 (20
U.S.C. 2342(c)(1)(A))), or other postsecondary programs of
study, high school completion, and the number of students
who earn an industry-recognized credential, associate’s de-
gree, bachelor’s degree, or other career and technical edu-
cation related postsecondary credit in addition to a high
school diploma.

(2) USE AND OWNERSHIP OF MATERIALS OR EQUIPMENT.—Any
materials or equipment purchased with grant funds awarded
under this section shall be the property of the local educational
agency.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—A local educational agency that
receives a grant under this section may use not more than 5
percent of the grant funds for administrative costs associated
with carrying out activities under this section.

(g) EVALUATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency that receives a
grant under this section shall develop an evaluation plan of
grant activities that shall include an evaluation of specific out-
comes, described in paragraph (2), and progress toward meet-
ing such outcomes within the timeline of the grant that shall
be measurable through collection of appropriate data or docu-
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mented through other records. Such evaluation shall reflect the
resources and capacity of the local educational agency.

(2) OurcoMES.—The specific outcomes shall clearly address
the following areas:

(A) The extent of student participation in career and
technical education exploration programs.

(B) Improved rigor in technical or academic content
aligned to diploma requirements and industry recognized
technical standards.

(C) Improved alignment between career and technical
education and other courses, including core academic sub-
jects.

(D) The impact such programs have on the transition to
career and technical programs of study (as described in
section 122(c)(1)(A) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and
Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2342(c)(1)(A)))
and other postsecondary programs of study.

(3) SUBMISSION TO THE DEPARTMENT.—A local educational
agency that receives a grant under this section shall submit
evaluations conducted under this subsection to the Secretary.

(h) SuPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Funds received under this sec-
tion shall be used to supplement, and not supplant, funds that
would otherwise be used for activities authorized under this sec-
tion.

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this section $20,000,000.

43. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE THOMP-
SON OF MississiPPI OR His DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 10 MIN-
UTES

Page 620, after line 8, insert the following:

SEC. 802. DELAY OF EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act or the amend-
ments made by this Act, this Act, and the amendments made by
this Act, shall not take effect until the Secretary of Education—

(1) determines that the enactment of this Act, and the
amendments made by this Act, will not decrease the college
and career readiness of students who are racial or ethnic mi-
nority, students with disabilities, English learners, and low-in-
come students; and

(2) provides written notification to Congress on such deter-
mination.

44. AN AMENDMENT T0O BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE SCOTT OF
VIRGINIA OR HiS DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 20 MINUTES

Strike the text and insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Student Success Act”.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Except as otherwise expressly provided, whenever in this Act an
amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of an amendment to,
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or repeal of, a section or other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a section or other provision of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.).

SEC. 3. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
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AND IMMIGRANT STUDENTS
Language instruction.

TITLE IV—21ST CENTURY SCHOOLS
21st Century schools.

TITLE V—WELL-ROUNDED STUDENTS AND ENGAGED FAMILIES

501.
502.
503.
504.
505.
506.
507.
508.
509.

510.
511.

512.

521.

531.
532.
533.

Subtitle A—Public Charter Schools

Subpart heading; Purpose.

Program authorized.

Grants to support high-quality charter schools.
Facilities Financing Assistance.

National activities.

Records transfer.

Definitions.

Authorization of appropriations.

Conforming amendments.

Subtitle B—Magnet Schools

Duration of award; accountability.
Authorization of appropriations; reservation.

Subtitle C—Fund for the Improvement of Education
Fund for the Improvement of Education.
Subtitle D—Family Engagement in Education Programs
Family engagement in education programs.
Subtitle E—Fast Track to College

Short title.
Purpose.
Definitions.
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534. Authorization of appropriations; reservations.
535. Authorized program.

536. Uses of funds.

537. Application.

538. Peer review.

539. Grants to States.

540. Reporting and oversight.

541. Rules of construction.

TITLE VI—FLEXIBILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
601. Flexibility and accountability.

TITLE VII—INDIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN, AND ALASKA NATIVE EDUCATION

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

701. In general.
Subtitle A—Indian Education
711. Purpose.
PART 1—FORMULA GRANTS TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES

721. Formula grant purpose.

722. Grants to local educational agencies, tribes, and indian organizations.
723. Amount of grants.

724. Applications.

725. Authorized services and activities.

726. Student eligibility forms.

727. Technical assistance.

728. Improvement of educational opportunities for Indian children.

PART 2—SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS TO IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIAN CHILDREN

731. Professional development for teachers and education professionals.
PART 3—NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

741. National activities.
742. Improvement of academic success for students through Native American
language.

Subtitle B—Native Hawaiian Education; Alaska Native Education

751. Native Hawaiian education and Alaska Native education.
752. Findings.

753. Purposes.

754. Native Hawaiian Education Council grant.

755. Grant program authorized.

756. Administrative provisions; authorization of appropriations.
757. Definitions.

758. Alaska Native education.

TITLE VIII-IMPACT AID

801. Purpose.

802. Payments relating to Federal acquisition of real property.
803. Payments for eligible federally connected children.

804. Policies and procedures relating to children residing on Indian lands.
805. Application for payments under sections 8002 and 8003.
806. Construction.

807. Facilities.

808. State consideration of payments providing State aid.

809. Administrative hearings and judicial review.

810. Definitions.

811. Authorization of appropriations.

812. Conforming amendments.

TITLE IX—GENERAL PROVISIONS
900. General amendments.
Subtitle A—Protecting Students From Sexual and Violent Predators

901. Background checks.
902. Conforming amendment.
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Subtitle B—Evaluation Authority
Sec. 911. Evaluation authority.

Subtitle C—Keeping All Students Safe
Sec. 911. Keeping All Students Safe.

Subtitle D—Protecting Student Athletes From Concussions
Sec. 931. Protecting Student Athletes from Concussions.

TITLE X—EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTHS
Sec. 1001. Education for Homeless Children and Youths.

TITLE XI—PREKINDERGARTEN ACCESS

Subtitle A—Access to Voluntary Prekindergarten for Low- and Moderate-Income
Families

Sec. 1111. Purposes.

Sec. 1112. Definitions.

Sec. 1113. Program authorization.

Sec. 1114. Allotments and reservations of funds.

Sec. 1115. State eligibility criteria.

Sec. 1116. State applications.

Sec. 1117. State use of funds.

Sec. 1118. Additional prekindergarten services.

Sec. 1119. Performance measures and targets.

Sec. 1120. Matching requirements.

Sec. 1121. Eligible local entity applications.

Sec. 1122. Required subgrant activities.

Sec. 1123. Report and evaluation.

Sec. 1124. Prohibition of required participation or use of funds for assessments.
Sec. 1125. Coordination with Head Start programs.

Sec. 1126. Technical assistance in program administration.
Sec. 1127. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle B—Prekindergarten Development Grants
Sec. 1151. Prekindergarten development grants.

TITLE I—IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT OF THE DISADVAN-
TAGED

SEC. 101. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.
Section 1001 (20 U.S.C. 6301) is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 1001. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

“The purpose of this title is to ensure that all children have a
fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality
education and to graduate ready to succeed in college and the
workforce by—

“(1) meeting the educational needs of low-achieving children
in our Nation’s highest-poverty schools, English learners, mi-
grant children, children with disabilities, Indian children, and
neglected or delinquent children;

“(2) ensuring high-quality college and career ready stand-
ards, academic assessments, accountability systems, teacher
and school leader preparation and training, curriculum, and in-
structional materials are developed and implemented to pre-
pare students to compete in the global economy;

“(3) closing the achievement gap between high- and low-per-
forming children, especially between minority and nonminority
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students and between disadvantaged children and their more
advantaged peers;

“(4) holding schools, local educational agencies, and States
accountable for improving the academic achievement for all
students including the mastery of content knowledge and the
ability to think critically, solve problems, and communicate ef-
fectively, ensuring all students graduate ready to succeed in
college and the workforce;

“(5) distributing and targeting resources to support local edu-
cational agencies and schools with the greatest needs to close
the educational opportunity gap between low-income students
and their more affluent peers;

“(6) improving and maintaining accountability for student
achievement, graduation rates, and resource equity while in-
creasing local flexibility and authority to improve schools; and

“(7) ensuring parents have substantial and meaningful op-
portunities to participate in the education of their children.”.

SEC. 102. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 1002 (20 U.S.C. 6302) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

“(a) LocAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY GRANTS.—For the purpose of
carrying out part A, there are authorized to be appropriated
$30,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2016 and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.”;

(2) in subsection (¢c)—
(A) by striking “$410,000,000” and inserting
“$500,000,000”; and
(B) by striking “2002” and inserting “2016”; and
(3) in subsection (d)—
(A) by striking “$50,000,000” and inserting
“$55,000,000”; and
(B) by striking “2002” and inserting “2016”.
SEC. 103. STATE PLANS.
Section 1111 (20 U.S.C. 6311) is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 1111. STATE PLAN.
“(a) PLANS REQUIRED.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For any State desiring to receive a grant
under this part, the State educational agency shall submit to
the Secretary a plan, developed by the State educational agen-
¢y, in consultation with representatives of local educational
agencies, teachers, school leaders, specialized instructional
support personnel, early childhood education providers, par-
ents, community organizations, communities representing un-
derserved populations, and Indian tribes, that satisfies the re-
quirements of this section, and that is coordinated with other
programs of this Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act, the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006, the Head Start Act, the Adult Education
and Family Literacy Act, and the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act.

“(2) CONSOLIDATED PLAN.—A State plan submitted under
paragraph (1) may be submitted as a part of a consolidated
plan under section 9302.
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“(b) COLLEGE AND CAREER READY CONTENT STANDARDS, ASSESS-
MENTS, AND ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS.—

“(1) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.—Each State plan shall include
evidence that the State’s college and career ready content
standards, assessments, and achievement standards under this
subsection are—

“(A) vertically aligned from kindergarten through grade
12; and

“B) developed and implemented to ensure that pro-
ficiency in the content standards will signify that a stu-
dent is on-track to graduate prepared for—

“(1) according to written affirmation from the State’s
public institutions of higher education, placement in
credit-bearing, nonremedial courses at the 2-and 4-
year public institutions of higher education in the
State; and

“(i1) success on relevant State career and technical
education standards.

“(2) COLLEGE AND CAREER READY CONTENT STANDARDS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall demonstrate
that, not later than the 2015-2016 school year the State
educational agency will adopt and implement high-quality,
college and career ready content standards that comply
with this paragraph.

“B) SuBJECTS.—The State educational agency shall
have such high-quality, academic content standards for
students in kindergarten through grade 12 for, at a min-
imum, English language arts, math, and science.

“(C) ELEMENTS.—College and career ready content
standards under this paragraph shall—

“(1) be developed through participation in a State-led
process that engages—

“I) kindergarten through-grade-12 education
experts (including teachers and school leaders);
and

“(II) representatives of institutions of higher
education, the business community, and the early
learning community;

“(i1) be rigorous, internationally benchmarked, and
evidence-based, requiring students to demonstrate the
ability to think critically, solve problems, and commu-
nicate effectively;

“(iii) be either—

“I) validated, including through written affir-
mation from the State’s public institutions of high-
er education, to ensure that proficiency in the con-
tent standards will signify that a student is on-
track to graduate prepared for—

“(aa) placement in credit-bearing, non-
remedial courses at the 2-and 4-year public
ins(ii;itutions of higher education in the State;
an

“(bb) success on relevant State career and
technical education standards; or
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“(IT) State-developed and voluntarily adopted by
a significant number of States;

“(iv) for standards from kindergarten through grade
3, reflect progression in how children develop and
learn the requisite skills and content from earlier
grades (including preschool) to later grades; and

“(v) apply to all schools and students in the State.

“(D) ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS.—Each
State educational agency shall develop and implement
statewide, high-quality English language proficiency
standards that—

“(i) are aligned with the State’s academic content
standards;

“(ii) reflect the academic language that is required
for success on the State educational agency’s academic
content assessments;

“(iii) predict success on the applicable grade level
English language arts content assessment;

“(iv) ensure proficiency in each of the domains of
speaking, listening, reading, and writing in the appro-
priate amount of time; and

“(v) address the different proficiency levels of
English learners.

“(E) EARLY LEARNING STANDARDS.—The State edu-
cational agency shall, in collaboration with the State agen-
cies responsible for overseeing early care and education
programs and the State early care and education advisory
council, develop and implement early learning standards
across all major domains of development for preschoolers
that—

“(i) demonstrate alignment with the State academic
content standards;

“(ii) are implemented through dissemination, train-
ing, and other means to applicable early care and edu-
cation programs;

“(ii1) reflect research and evidence-based develop-
mental and learning expectations;

“(iv) inform teaching practices and professional de-
velopment and services; and

“(v) for preschool age children, appropriately assist
in the transition to kindergarten.

“(F) ASSURANCE.—Each State plan shall include an as-
surance that the State has implemented the same content
standards for all students in the same grade and does not
have a policy of using different content standards for any
student subgroup.

“(3) HIGH-QUALITY ASSESSMENTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall demonstrate
that the State educational agency will adopt and imple-
ment high-quality assessments in English language arts,
math, and science not later than the 2016-2017 school
year that comply with this paragraph.

“(B) ELEMENTS.—Such assessments shall—

“(i) be valid, reliable, appropriate, and of adequate
technical quality for each purpose required under this
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Act, and be consistent with relevant, nationally recog-
nized professional and technical standards;

“(ii) measure the knowledge and skills necessary to
demonstrate proficiency in the academic content
standards under paragraph (2) for the grade in which
the student is enrolled;

“(iii) be developed as part of a system of assess-
ments providing data (including individual student
achievement data and individual student growth
data), that shall be used to improve teaching, learning,
and program outcomes;

“(iv) be used in determining the performance of each
local educational agency and school in the State in ac-
cordance with the State’s accountability system under
subsection (c);

“(v) provide an accurate measure of—

“(I) student achievement at all levels of student
performance; and

“(IT) student academic growth;

“(vi) allow for complex demonstrations or applica-
tions of knowledge and skills including the ability to
think critically, solve problems, and communicate ef-
fectively;

“(vii) be accessible for all students, including stu-
dents with disabilities and English learners, by—

“(I) incorporating principles of universal design
as defined by section 3(a) of the Assistive Tech-
nology Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 3002(a)); and

“(IT) being interoperable when using any digital
assessment, such as computer-based and online
assessments;

“(viii) provide for accommodations, including for
computer-based and online assessments, for students
with disabilities and English learners to provide a
valid and reliable measure of such students’ achieve-
ment;

“(ix) produce individual student interpretive, de-
scriptive, and diagnostic reports that allow parents,
teachers, and school leaders to understand and ad-
dress the specific academic needs of students, and in-
clude information regarding achievement on academic
assessments, and that are provided to parents, teach-
ers, and school leaders, as soon as is practicable after
the assessment is given, in an understandable and
uniform format, and to the extent practicable, in a lan-
guage that parents can understand; and

“(x) may be partially delivered in the form of port-
folios, projects, or extended performance tasks as long
as such assessments meet the requirements of this
subsection.

“(C) ADMINISTRATION.—Such assessments shall—

“(1) be administered to all students, including all
subgroups described in subsection (c)(3)(A), in the
same grade level for each content area assessed, ex-
cept as provided under subparagraph (E), through—
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“(I) a single summative assessment each school
year; or

“(II) multiple statewide assessments over the
course of the school year that result in a single
summative score that provides valid, reliable, and
transparent information on student achievement
for each tested content area in each grade level;

“(ii) for English language arts and math—

“I) be administered annually, at a minimum,
for students in grade 3 through grade 8; and

“(II) be administered at least once, but not ear-
lier than 11th grade for students in grades 9
through grade 12; and

“(iii) for science, be administered at least once dur-
ing grades 3 through 5, grades 6 through 8, and
grades 9 through 12.

“(D) NATIVE LANGUAGE ASSESSMENTS.—Each State edu-
cational agency with at least 10,000 English learners, at
least 25 percent of which speak the same language that is
not English, shall adopt and implement native language
assessments for that language consistent with State law.
Such assessments shall be for students—

“(i) for whom the academic assessment in the stu-
dent’s native language would likely yield more accu-
rate and reliable information about such student’s con-
tent knowledge;

“(i1) who are literate in the native language and
have received formal education in such language; or

“(iii) who are enrolled in a bilingual or dual lan-
guage program and the native language assessment is
consistent with such program’s language of instruc-
tion.

“(E) ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS FOR STUDENTS WITH THE
MOST SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES.—In the case of
a State educational agency that adopts alternate achieve-
ment standards for students with the most significant cog-
nitive disabilities described in paragraph (4)(D), the State
shall adopt and implement high-quality statewide alter-
nate assessments aligned to such alternate achievement
standards that meet the requirements of subparagraphs
(B) and (C), so long as the State ensures that in the State
the total number of students in each grade level assessed
in each subject does not exceed the cap established under
subsection (¢)(3)(E)@1ii)II).

“F) ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENTS.—
Each State educational agency shall adopt and implement
statewide English language proficiency assessments that—

“(1) are administered annually and aligned with the
State’s English language proficiency standards and
academic content standards;

“(ii) are accessible, valid, and reliable;

“(iii) measure proficiency in reading, listening,
speaking, and writing in English both individually and
collectively;
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“(iv) assess progress and growth on language and
content acquisition; and

“(v) allow for the local educational agency to retest
a student in the individual domain areas that the stu-
dent did not pass, unless the student is newly entering
a school in the State, or is in the third, fifth, or eighth
grades.

“(G) SPECIAL RULE WITH RESPECT TO BUREAU FUNDED
SCHOOLS.—In determining the assessments to be used by
each school operated or funded by the Department of the
Interior’s Bureau of Indian Education receiving funds
under this part, the following shall apply:

“(1) Each such school that is accredited by the State
in which it is operating shall use the assessments the
State has developed and implemented to meet the re-
quirements of this section, or such other appropriate
assessment as approved by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior.

“(i1) Each such school that is accredited by a re-
gional accrediting organization shall adopt an appro-
priate assessment, in consultation with and with the
approval of, the Secretary of the Interior and con-
sistent with assessments adopted by other schools in
the same State or region, that meets the requirements
of this section.

“(ii1) Each such school that is accredited by a tribal
accrediting agency or tribal division of education shall
use an assessment developed by such agency or divi-
sion, except that the Secretary of the Interior shall en-
sure that such assessment meets the requirements of
this section.

“(H) AssuraNcE.—Each State plan shall include an as-
surance that the State educational agency will take steps
to ensure that the State assessment system, which in-
cludes all statewide assessments and local assessments is
coordinated and streamlined to eliminate duplication of as-
sessment purposes, practices, and use.

“I) AccOMMODATIONS.—Each State plan shall—

“(i) describe the accommodations for English learn-
ers and students with disabilities on the assessments
used by the State which may include accommodations
such as text-to-speech technology or read aloud,
braille, large print, calculator, speech-to-text tech-
nology or scribe, extended time, and frequent breaks;

“(i1) include evidence of the effectiveness of such ac-
commodations in maintaining valid results for the ap-
propriate population; and

“(iii) include evidence that such accommodations do
not change the construct intended to be measured by
the assessment or the meaning of the resulting scores.

“(J) ADAPTIVE ASSESSMENTS.—In the case of a State edu-
cational agency that develops and administers computer
adaptive assessments, such assessments shall meet the re-
quirements of this paragraph, and must measure, at a
minimum, each student’s academic proficiency against the
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State’s content standards as described in paragraph (2) for
the grade in which the student is enrolled.
“(4) COLLEGE AND CAREER READY ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH
STANDARDS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall demonstrate
that the State will adopt and implement college and career
ready achievement standards in English language arts,
math, and science by the 20152016 school year that com-
ply with this paragraph.

“(B) ELEMENTS.—Such academic achievement standards
shall establish at a minimum, 3 levels of student achieve-
ment that describe how well a student is demonstrating
proficiency in the State’s academic content standards that
differentiate levels of performance to—

“(1) describe 2 levels of high achievement (on-target
and advanced) that indicate, at a minimum, that a
student is proficient in the academic content stand-
ards under paragraph (2) as measured by the perform-
ance on assessments under paragraph (3); and

“(ii) describe a third level of achievement (catch-up)
that provides information about the progress of a stu-
dent toward becoming proficient in the academic con-
tent standards under paragraph (2) as measured by
the performance on assessments under paragraph (3).

“(C) VERTICAL ALIGNMENT.—Such achievement stand-
ards are vertically aligned to ensure a student who
achieves at the on-target or advanced levels under sub-
paragraph (B)(i) signifies that student is on-track to grad-
uate prepared for—

“(1) placement in credit-bearing, nonremedial courses
at the 2- and 4-year public institutions of higher edu-
cation in the State; and

“(ii) success on relevant State career and technical
education standards.

“(D) ALTERNATE ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS.—If a State
educational agency adopts alternate achievement stand-
ards for students with the most significant cognitive dis-
abilities, such academic achievement standards shall es-
tablish, at a minimum, 3 levels of student achievement
that describe how well a student is demonstrating pro-
ficiency in the State’s academic content standards that—

“(i) are aligned to the State’s college and career
ready content standards under paragraph (2);

“(i1) are vertically aligned to ensure that a student
who achieves at the on-target or advanced level under
clause (v)(I) signifies that the student is on-track to
access a postsecondary education or competitive inte-
grated employment;

“(i1) reflect concepts and skills that students should
know and understand for each grade;

“(iv) are supported by evidence-based learning pro-
gressions to age and grade-level performance; and

“(v) establish, at a minimum—

“I) 2 levels of high achievement (on-target and
advanced) that indicate, at a minimum, that a
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student with the most significant cognitive dis-
abilities is proficient in the academic content
standards under paragraph (2) as measured by
the performance on assessments under paragraph
(3)(E); and

“(IT) a third level of achievement (catch-up) that
provides information about the progress of a stu-
dent with the most significant cognitive disabil-
ities toward becoming proficient in the academic
content standards under paragraph (2) as meas-
ured by the performance on assessments under
paragraph (3)(E).

“(E) STUDENT GROWTH STANDARDS.—Each State plan
shall demonstrate that the State will adopt and implement
student growth standards for students in the assessed
grades that comply with this subparagraph, as follows:

“(i) ON-TARGET AND ADVANCED LEVELS.—For a stu-
dent who is achieving at the on-target or advanced
level of achievement, the student growth standard is
not less than the rate of academic growth necessary
for the student to remain at that level of student
achievement for not less than 3 years.

“(i1) CATCH-UP LEVEL.—For a student who is achiev-
ing at the catch-up level of achievement, the student
growth standard is not less than the rate of academic
growth necessary for the student to achieve an on-tar-
get level of achievement within 3 or 4 years, as deter-
mined by the State.

“(F) PROHIBITION.—A State may not establish alternate
or modified achievement standards for any subgroup of
students, except as provided under subparagraph (D).

“(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in paragraph (3) shall
be construed to prescribe the use of the academic assessments
established pursuant to such paragraph for student promotion
or graduation purposes.

“(c) ACCOUNTABILITY AND SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM.—The
State plan shall demonstrate that not later than the 2016 — 2017
school year, the State educational agency, in consultation with rep-
resentatives of local educational agencies, teachers, school leaders,
parents, community organizations, communities representing un-
derserved populations and Indian tribes, has developed a single
statewide accountability and school improvement system (in this
subsection known as the ‘accountability system’) that ensures all
students have the knowledge and skills to successfully enter the
workforce or postsecondary education without the need for remedi-
ation by complying with this subsection as follows:

“(1) ELEMENTS.—Each State accountability system shall, at a
minimum—

“(A) annually measure academic achievement for all stu-
dents, including each subgroup described in paragraph
(3)(A), in each public school, including each charter school,
in the State, including—

“(1) student academic achievement in accordance
with the academic achievement standards described in
subsection (b)(4);
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“(i1) student growth in accordance with the student
growth standards described in subsection (b)(4)(E);
and

“(ii1) graduation rates in diploma granting schools;

“(B) set clear performance and growth targets in accord-
ance with paragraph (2) to improve the academic achieve-
ment of all students as measured under subparagraph (A)
of this paragraph and to close achievement gaps so that all
students graduate ready for postsecondary education and
the workforce;

“(C) establish equity indicators to diagnose school chal-
lenges and measure school progress within the improve-
ment system described in section 1116, including factors to
measure, for all students and each subgroup described in
paragraph (3)(A)—

“(1) academic learning, such as—

“(I) percentage of students successfully com-
pleting rigorous coursework that aligns with col-
lege and career ready standards described under
subsection (b)(2) such as dual enrollment, Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) or International Bacca-
laureate (IB) courses;

“(II) percentage of students enrolled in music
and the arts courses;

“(III) student success on State or local edu-
cational agency end-of course examinations; and

“(IV) student success on performance-based as-
sessments that are valid, reliable and comparable
across a local educational agency and meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (3)(B);

“(i1) student engagement, such as—

“(I) student attendance rates;

“(IT) student discipline data, including suspen-
sion and expulsion rates;

“(ITT) incidents of bullying and harassment; and

“(IV) surveys of student engagement and satis-
faction;

“(iii) student advancement, such as—

“(I) student on-time promotion rates;

“(II) on-time credit accumulation rates;

“(III) course failure rates; and

“IV) post-secondary and workforce entry rates;

“(iv) student health and wellness;

“(v) student access to instructional quality, such
as—

“I) number of qualified teachers and para-
professionals;

“(ITI) number of specialized instructional support
personnel;

“(III) instructional personnel attendance, vacan-
cies, and turnover; and

“(IV) rates of effective teachers and principals,
as determined by the State or local educational
agency;
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“(vi) school climate and conditions for student suc-
cess, such as—

“(I) the availability of up-to-date instructional
materials, technology, and supplies;

“(IT) measures of school safety; and

“(ITI) the condition of school facilities; including
accounting for well-equipped instructional spaces;
and

“(vii) family and community engagement in edu-
cation;
“(D) annually differentiate all public schools, including
public charter schools, based on—
“(1) the achievement measured under subparagraph
(A);
“(i1) whether the school meets the performance and
growth targets set under paragraph (2); and
“(iii) to a lesser extent than each of the factors de-
scribed in clauses (i) and (ii), data on the State-estab-
lished equity indicators, as described in subparagraph
(C); and
“(E) identify, after using the differentiation described in
subparagraph (D), for the purposes under section 1116—
“(1) high priority schools that—

“I) according to the State-established param-
eters described in 1116(a)(2), have the lowest per-
formance in the local educational agency and the
State using current and prior year academic
achievement, growth, and graduation rate data as
described in subparagraph (A) and data on the
state-established equity indicators described in
subparagraph (C); or

“(IT) as of the date of enactment of the Student
Success Act, have been identified under 1003(g);
and

“(i1) schools in need of support that—

“I) have not met one or more of the perform-
ance targets set under paragraph (2) for any sub-
group described in paragraph (3)(A) in the same
grade level and subject, for two consecutive years;
or

“(II) at the discretion of the State, are identified
for support using data on equity indicators estab-
lished under paragraph (1)(C); and

“(iii1) distinguished schools that have—

“(I) the highest performance in the State for all
students and student subgroups described in para-
graph (3)(A); or

“(II) made the most progress over at least the
most recent 2-year period in the State in increas-
ing student academic achievement and graduation
rates for all students and student subgroups de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(A); and

“(III) made significant progress in overcoming
school challenges identified using the State-estab-
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lished equity indicators, as described in subpara-
graph (C).
“(2) GOALS AND TARGETS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational agency shall
establish goals and targets for the State accountability and
school improvement system that comply with this para-
graph. Such targets shall be established separately for all
elementary school and secondary school students, economi-
cally disadvantaged students, students from major racial
and ethnic groups, students with disabilities, and English
learners and expect accelerated academic gains from sub-
groups who are the farthest away from college and career-
readiness as determined by annual academic achievement
measures described in paragraph (1)(A).

“(B) ACHIEVEMENT GOALS.—Each State educational
agency shall set multi-year goals that are consistent with
the academic and growth achievement standards under
subsection (b)(4) to ensure that all students graduate pre-
pared to enter the workforce or postsecondary education
without the need for remediation.

“(C) PERFORMANCE TARGETS.—Each State educational
agency shall set ambitious, but achievable annual perform-
ance targets separately for each subgroup of students de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(A), for local educational agencies
and schools, for each grade level and in English language
arts and math that reflect the progress required for all
students and each subgroup of students described in para-
graph (3)(A) to meet the State-determined goals as re-
quired under subparagraph (B), as approved by the Sec-
retary.

“(D) GROWTH TARGETS.—Each State educational agency
shall set ambitious but achievable growth targets that—

“(i) assist the State in achieving the academic
achievement goals described in subparagraph (B); and

“(ii) include targets that ensure all students, includ-
ing subgroups of students described in paragraph
(3)(A), meet the growth standards described in sub-
section (b)(4)(E).

“(E) GRADUATION RATE GOALS AND TARGETS.—

“(i) GRADUATION RATE GOALS.—Each State edu-
cational agency shall set a graduation rate goal of not
less than 90 percent.

“(ii) GRADUATION RATE TARGETS.—Each State edu-
cational agency shall establish graduation rate targets
which shall not be less rigorous than the targets ap-
proved under section 200.19 of title 34, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or a successor regulation) and shall
be designed to meet the goal described in clause (i).

“(iii)) EXTENDED-YEAR GRADUATION RATE TARGETS.—
In the case of a State that chooses to use an extended
year graduation rate in the accountability and school
improvement system described under this subsection,
the State shall set extended year graduation rate tar-
gets that are more rigorous than the targets set under
clause (ii) and, if applicable, are not less rigorous than
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the targets approved under section 200.19 of title 34,
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion).

“(3) FAIR ACCOUNTABILITY.—Each State educational agency
shall establish fair and appropriate policies and practices, as a
component of the accountability system established under this
subsection, to measure school, local educational agency, and
State performance under the accountability system that, at a
minimum, comply with this paragraph as follows:

“(A) DISAGGREGATE.—Each State educational agency
shall disaggregate student achievement data in a manner
that complies with the State’s group size requirements
under subparagraph (B) for the school’s, local educational
agency’s, and the State’s performance on its goals and per-
formance targets established under paragraph (2), by each
content area and each grade level for which such goals and
targets are established, and, if applicable, by improvement
indicators described in paragraph (1)(D) for each of the fol-
lowing groups:

“(i) All public elementary and secondary school stu-
dents.

“(i1) Economically disadvantaged students.

“(ii1) Students from major racial and ethnic groups.

“(iv) Students with disabilities.

“(v) English learners.

“(B) SuBGROUP siZE.—Each State educational agency
shall establish group size requirements for performance
measurement and reporting under the accountability sys-
tem that—

“(1) is the same for all subgroups described in sub-
paragraph (A);

“(i1) does not exceed 15 students;

“(ii1) yields statistically reliable information; and

“(iv) does not reveal personally identifiable informa-
tion about an individual student.

“(C) ParticiPATION.—Each State educational agency
shall ensure that—

“(1) not less than 95 percent of the students in each
subgroup described subparagraph (A) take the State’s
assessments under subsection (b)(2); and

“(ii) any school or local educational agency that does
not comply with the requirement described in clause
(i) of this subparagraph may not be considered to have
met its goals or performance targets under paragraph
(2).

“(D) AVERAGING.—Each State educational agency may
average achievement data with the year immediately pre-
ceding that school year for the purpose of determining
whether schools, local educational agencies, and the State
have met their performance targets under paragraph (2).

“(E) STUDENTS WITH THE MOST SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE
DISABILITIES.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In calculating the percentage of
students scoring at the on-target levels of achievement
and the graduation rate for the purpose of deter-
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mining whether schools, local educational agencies,
and the State have met their performance targets
under paragraph (2), a State shall include all students
with disabilities, even those students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities, and—

“I may include the on-target and advanced
scores of students with the most significant cog-
nitive disabilities taking alternate assessments
under subsection (b)(3)(E) provided that the num-
ber and percentage of such students who score at
the on-target or advanced level on such alternate
assessments at the local educational agency and
the State levels, respectively, does not exceed the
cap established by the Secretary under clause (iii)
in the grades assessed and subjects used under
the accountability system established under this
subsection; and

“(IT) solely for the purposes of calculating grad-
uation rates, may include students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities, who are assessed
using alternate assessments described in sub-
section (b)(3)(E) and who receive a State-defined
standards-based alternate diploma aligned with
the State requirements for regular secondary
school diploma and who have completed a free and
appropriate public education under the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act, as grad-
uating with a regular secondary school diploma,
provided that the number and percentage of those
students who receive such a State-defined stand-
ards-based alternate diploma at the local edu-
cational agency and the State levels, respectively,
does not exceed the cap established by the Sec-
retary under clause (iii).

“(ii) STATE REQUIREMENTS.—If the number and per-
centage of students taking alternate assessments or
receiving a State-defined standards-based alternate di-
ploma exceeds the cap under clause (iii) at the local
educational agency or State level, the State edu-
cational agency, in determining whether the local edu-
cational agency or State, respectively, has met its per-
formance targets under paragraph (2), shall—

“(I) include all students with the most signifi-
cant cognitive disabilities;

“(IT) count at the catch-up level of achievement
or as not graduating such students who exceed
the cap;

“(ITI) include such students at the catch-up level
of achievement or as not graduating in each appli-
cable subgroup at the school, local educational
agency, and State level; and

“(IV) ensure that parents are informed of the ac-
tual academic achievement levels and graduation
status of their children with the most significant
cognitive disabilities.
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“(iii)) SECRETARIAL DUTIES.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a cap for the purposes of this subparagraph
which—

“(I) shall be based on the most recently avail-
able data on—

“(aa) the incidence of students with the
most significant cognitive disabilities;

“(bb) the participation rates, including by
disability category, on alternate assessments
using alternate achievement standards pursu-
ant to subsection (b)(3)(E);

“(cc) the percentage of students, including
by disability category, scoring at each achieve-
ment level on such alternate assessments;
and

“(dd) other factors the Secretary deems nec-
essary; and

“(IT) may not exceed 1 percent of all students in
the combined grades assessed.
“(4) TRANSITION PROVISIONS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall take such steps
as necessary to provide for the orderly transition to the
new accountability and school improvement systems re-
quired under this subsection from prior accountability and
school improvement systems in existence on the day before
the date of enactment of the Student Success Act.

“(B) TRANSITION.—To enable the successful transition
described in this paragraph, each State educational agency
receiving funds under this part shall—

“(1) administer assessments that were in existence
on the day before the date of enactment of the Student
Success Act and beginning not later than the 2016—
2017 school year, administer high-quality assessments
described in subsection (b)(3);

“(ii) report student performance on the assessments
described in subparagraph (I), consistent with the re-
quirements under this title;

“(iii) set a new baseline for performance targets, as
described in paragraph (2)(C) and (2)(D), once new
high-quality assessments described in subsection (b)(3)
are implemented;

“(iv) implement the accountability and school im-
provement requirements of sections 1111 and 1116,
except—

“I) the State shall not be required to identify
new persistently low achieving schools or schools
in need of improvement under section 1116 for 1
year after high-quality assessments described in
subsection (b)(3) have been implemented; and

“II) shall continue to implement school im-
provement requirements of section 1116 in per-
sistently low achieving schools and schools in need
of improvement that were identified as such in the
year prior to implementation of new high-quality
assessments; and
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“(v) assist local educational agencies in providing
training and professional development on the imple-
mentation of new college and career ready standards
and high-quality assessments.

“(C) END OF TRANSITION.—The transition described in
this paragraph shall be completed by no later than 2 years
from the date of enactment of the Student Success Act.

“(d) OTHER PROVISIONS TO SUPPORT TEACHING AND LEARNING.—
Each State plan shall contain the following:
“(1) DESCRIPTIONS.—A description of—

“(A) how the State educational agency will carry out the
responsibilities of the State under section 1116;

“(B) a plan to identify and reduce inequities in the allo-
cation of State and local resources, including nonpersonnel
and personnel resources consistent with the requirements
of section 1120A, between schools that are receiving funds
under this title and schools that are not receiving such
funds under this title, including—

“(1) a description of how the State will support local
educational agencies in meeting the requirements of
section 1120A; and

“(i1) a description of how the State will support local
educational agencies to align plans under subpara-
graph (A), efforts to improve educator supports and
working conditions described in section 2112(b)(3), and
efforts to improve the equitable distribution of teach-
ers and principals described in section 2112(b)(5), with
efforts to improve the equitable allocation of resources
as described in this subsection;

“(C) how the State educational agency will ensure that
the results of the State assessments described in sub-
section (b)(3) and the school identifications described in
subsection (c)(1), respectively, will be provided to local edu-
cational agencies, schools, teachers, and parents promptly,
but not later than before the beginning of the school year
following the school year in which such assessments, other
indicators, or evaluations are taken or completed, and in
a manner that is clear and easy to understand;

“(D) how the State educational agency will meet the di-
verse learning needs of students by—

“(1) identifying and addressing State-level barriers to
implementation of universal design for learning, as de-
scribed in section 5429(b)(21), and multi-tier system of
supports; and

“(11) developing and making available to local edu-
cational agencies technical assistance for imple-
menting universal design for learning, as described in
section 5429(b)(21), and multi-tier system of supports;

“(E) for a State educational agency that adopts alternate
achievement standards for students with the most signifi-
cant cognitive disabilities under subsection (b)(4)(D)—

“(i) the clear and appropriate guidelines for individ-
ualized education program teams to apply in deter-
mining when a student’s significant cognitive dis-
ability justifies alternate assessment based on alter-



66

nate achievement standards, which shall include
guidelines to ensure—

“(I) students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities have access to the general education
curriculum for the grade in which the student is
enrolled;

“(II) participation in an alternate assessment
does not influence a student’s placement in the
least restrictive environment;

“(ITII) determinations are made separately for
each subject and are re-determined each year dur-
ing the annual individualized education program
team meeting;

“(IV) the student’s mode of communication has
been identified to the extent possible and accom-
modated; and

“(V) parents of such students—

“(aa) give informed consent that their
child’s achievement be measured against al-
ternate achievement standards; and

“(bb) are informed of any effects of State
and local policies on the student’s education
resulting from participating in this alternate
assessment; and

“VI) students with the most significant cog-
nitive disabilities are not precluded from attempt-
ing to complete the requirements for a regular sec-
ondary school diploma; and

“(ii) the procedures the State educational agency
will use to ensure and monitor that individualized
education program teams implement the requirements
of clause (i); and

“(iii) the plan to disseminate information on and
promote use of appropriate accommodations to in-
crease the number of students with the most signifi-
cant cognitive disabilities who are assessed using
achievement standards described in subparagraphs (B)
and (C) of subsection (b)(4);

“(F) how the State educational agency will meet the
needs of English learners, including—

“(i) the method for identifying an English learner
that shall be used by all local educational agencies in
the State;

“(ii) the entrance and exit requirements for students
enrolled in limited English proficient classes, which
shall—

“I) be based on rigorous English language
standards; and

“(IT) prepare such students to successfully com-
plete the State’s assessments; and

“(iii) timelines and targets for moving students from
the lowest levels of English language proficiency to the
State-defined English proficient level, including an as-
surance that—
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“(I) such targets will be based on student’s ini-
tial language proficiency level when first identi-
fied as limited English proficient and grade; and

“(II) such timelines will ensure students achieve
English proficiency by 18 years of age, unless the
State has obtained prior approval by the Sec-
retary;

“(G) how the State educational agency will assist local
educational agencies in improving instruction in all core
academic subjects;

“(H) how the State educational agency will develop and
improve the capacity of local educational agencies to use
technology to improve instruction; and

“I) how any State educational agency with a charter
school law will support high-quality public charter schools
that receive funds under this title by—

“(i) ensuring the quality of the authorized public
chartering agencies in the State by establishing—

“(I) a system of periodic evaluation and certifi-
cation of public chartering agencies using nation-
ally-recognized professional standards; or

“(II) a statewide, independent chartering agency
that meets nationally-recognized professional
standards;

“(i1) including in the procedure established pursuant
to clause (i) requirements for—

“I) the annual filing and public reporting of
independently audited financial statements in-
cluding disclosure of amount and duration of any
nonpublic financial and in-kind contributions of
support, by each public chartering agency, for
each school authorized by such agency, and by
each local educational agency and the State;

“(II) the adoption and enforcement of school em-
ployee compensation and conflict of interest guide-
lines for all schools authorized, which shall in-
clude disclosure of executive pay and affiliated
parties with financial interest in the management
operations, or contractual obligations of the
school;

“(ITT) a legally binding charter or performance
contract between each charter school and the
s}clhool’s authorized public chartering agency
that—

“(aa) describes the rights, duties, and rem-
edies of the school and the public chartering
agency; and

“(bb) bases charter renewal and revocation
decisions on an agreed-to school account-
ability plan which includes financial and orga-
nizational indicators, with significant weight
given to the student achievement on the
achievement goals, performance targets, and
growth targets established pursuant to sub-
paragraphs (B), (C), and (D) of subsection
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(c)(2), respectively, for each student subgroup
described in subsection (c)(3)(A), as well as

“(iii) developing and implementing, in consultation
and coordination with local educational agencies, a
system of intervention, revocation, or closure for char-
ter schools and public chartering agencies failing to
meet the requirements and standards described in
clauses (i) and (ii), which, at a minimum provides
for—

“(I) initial and regular review, no less than once
every 3 years, of each public chartering agency;
and

“(II) intervention, revocation, or closure of any
charter school identified for school improvement
under section 1116.

“(2) ASSURANCES.—Assurances that—

“(A) the State educational agency will participate in bi-
ennial State academic assessments of 4th, 8th, and 12th
grade reading, mathematics, and science under the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational Progress carried out
under section 303(b)(2) of the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress Authorization Act, if the Secretary pays
the costs of administering such assessments;

“(B) the State educational agency will—

“(1) notify local educational agencies and the public
of the content and student academic achievement
standards and academic assessments developed under
this section, and of the authority to operate schoolwide
programs; and

“(ii) fulfill the State educational agency’s responsibil-
ities regarding local educational agency and school im-
provement under section 1116;

“(C) the State educational agency will encourage local
educational agencies to consolidate funds from other Fed-
eral, State, and local sources for school improvement ac-
tivities under 1116 and for schoolwide programs under sec-
tion 1114,

“(D) the State educational agency has modified or elimi-
nated State fiscal and accounting barriers so that schools
can easily consolidate funds from other Federal, State, and
local sources for schoolwide programs under section 1114;

“(E) that State educational agency will coordinate data
collection efforts to fulfill the requirements of this Act and
reduce the duplication of data collection to the extent prac-
ticable;

“(F) the State educational agency will provide the least
restrictive and burdensome regulations for local edu-
cational agencies and individual schools participating in a
program assisted under this part;

“(G) the State educational agency will inform local edu-
cational agencies in the State of the local educational
agency’s authority—

“(1) to transfer funds under title VI;

“(i1) to obtain waivers under part D of title IX; and
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“(iii) if the State is an Ed-Flex Partnership State, to
obtain waivers under the Education Flexibility Part-
nership Act of 1999;

“(H) the State educational agency will work with other
agencies, including educational service agencies or other
local consortia and comprehensive centers established
under the Educational Technical Assistance Act of 2002,
and institutions to provide professional development and
technical assistance to local educational agencies and
schools;

“I) the State educational agency will ensure that local
educational agencies in the State comply with the require-
ments of subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11117); and

“(J) the State educational agency has engaged in timely
and meaningful consultation with representatives of In-
dian tribes located in the State in the development of the
State plan to serve local educational agencies under its ju-
risdiction in order to—

“(1) improve the coordination of activities under this
Act;

“(ii) meet the purpose of this title; and

“(iii) meet the unique cultural, language, and edu-
cational needs of Indian students.

“(e) FAMILY ENGAGEMENT.—Each State plan shall include a plan
for strengthening family engagement in education. Each such plan
shall, at a minimum, include—

“(1) a description of the State’s criteria and schedule for re-
view and approval of local educational agency engagement poli-
cies and practices pursuant to section 1112(e)(3);

“(2) a description of the State’s system and process for as-
sessing local educational agency implementation of section
1118 responsibilities;

“(3) a description of the State’s criteria for identifying local
educational agencies that would benefit from training and sup-
port related to family engagement in education;

“(4) a description of the State’s statewide system of capacity-
building and technical assistance for local educational agencies
and schools on effectively implementing family engagement in
education practices and policies to increase student achieve-
ment;

“(5) an assurance that the State will refer to Statewide Fam-
ily Engagement Centers, as described in section 5702, those
local educational agencies that would benefit from training and
support related to family engagement in education; and

“(6) a description of the relationship between the State edu-
cational agency and Statewide Family Engagement Centers,
parent training and information centers, and community par-
ent resource centers in the State established under sections
671 and 672 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

“(f) PEER REVIEW AND SECRETARIAL APPROVAL.—

“(1) SECRETARIAL DUTIES.—The Secretary shall—

“(A) establish a peer-review process to assist in the re-
view of State plans;
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“(B) appoint individuals to the peer-review process who
are representative of parents, teachers, State educational
agencies, local educational agencies, and experts and who
are familiar with educational standards, assessments, ac-
countability, the needs of low-performing schools, and
other educational needs of students;

“(C) approve a State plan within 120 days of its submis-
sion unless the Secretary determines that the plan does
not meet the requirements of this section;

“(D) if the Secretary determines that the State plan does
not meet the requirements of this section immediately no-
tify the State of such determination and the reasons for
such determination;

“(E) not decline to approve a State’s plan before—

1“(1) offering the State an opportunity to revise its
plan;

“(i1) providing technical assistance in order to assist
the State to meet the requirements of this section; and

“(iii) providing a hearing; and

“(F) have the authority to disapprove a State plan for
not meeting the requirements of this part, but shall not
have the authority to require a State, as a condition of ap-
proval of the State plan, to include in, or delete from, such
plan one or more specific elements of the State’s academic
content standards or to use specific academic assessment
instruments or items.

“(2) STATE REVISIONS.—A State plan shall be revised by the
State educational agency if the revision is necessary to satisfy
the requirements of this section.

“(3) PuBLic REVIEW.—Notifications under this subsection
shall be made available to the public through the website of
the Department, including—

“(A) State plans submitted or resubmitted by a State;

“(B) peer review comments;

“(C) State plan determinations by the Secretary, includ-
ing approvals or disapprovals;

“(D) amendments or changes to State plans; and

“(E) hearings.

“(g) DURATION OF THE PLAN.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State plan shall—

“(A) remain in effect for the duration of the State’s par-
ticfipation under this part or 4 years, whichever is shorter;
an

“(B) be periodically reviewed and revised as necessary by
the State educational agency to reflect changes in the
State’s strategies and programs under this part, including
information on the progress the State has made in ful-
filling the requirements of this section.

“(2) RENEWAL.—A State educational agency that desires to
continue participation under this part shall submit a renewed
plan every 4 years, including information on progress the State
has made in—

“(A) implementing college- and career-ready content and
achievement standards and high-quality assessments de-
scribed in paragraph (b);
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“(B) meeting its goals and performance targets described
in subsection (c)(2); and

“(C) improving the capacity and skills of teachers and
school leaders as described in section 2112.

“(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—If significant changes are
made to a State’s plan, such as the adoption of new State aca-
demic content standards and State student achievement stand-
ards, new academic assessments, or new performance goals or
target, growth goals or targets, or graduation rate goals or tar-
gets, such information shall be submitted to the Secretary for
approval.

“(h) FAILURE TO MEET REQUIREMENTS.—If a State fails to meet
any of the requirements of this section, the Secretary may withhold
funds for State administration under this part until the Secretary
determines that the State has fulfilled those requirements.

“(i) REPORTS.—

“(1) ANNUAL STATE REPORT CARD.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—A State that receives assistance
under this part shall prepare and disseminate an annual
State report card. Such dissemination shall include, at a
minimum, publicly posting the report card on the home
page of the State educational agency’s website.

“(B) IMPLEMENTATION.—The State report card shall be—

“(i) concise; and

“(ii) presented in an understandable and uniform
format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a
language that the parents can understand.

“(C) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—The State shall include in
its annual State report card—

“(1) information, in the aggregate, and disaggregated
and cross-tabulated by the same major groups as the
decennial census of the population, ethnicity, gender,
disability status, migrant status, English proficiency,
and status as economically disadvantaged, except that
such disaggregation and cross-tabulation shall not be
required in a case in which the number of students in
a category is insufficient to yield statistically reliable
information or the results would reveal personally
identifiable information about an individual student
on—

“I) student achievement at each achievement
level on the State academic assessments described
in subsection (b)(3), including the most recent 2-
year trend;

“(IT) student growth on the State academic as-
sessments described in subsection (b)(3), including
the most-recent 2-year trend;

“(ITI) the four-year adjusted cohort rate, the ex-
tended-year graduation rate (where applicable),
and the graduation rate by type of diploma, in-
cluding the most recent 2-year trend;

“(IV) data on the State established equity indi-
cators under subsection (c)(1)(C);

“(V) the percentage of students who did not take
the State assessments; and
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“(VI) the most recent 2-year trend in student
achievement and student growth in each subject
area and for each grade level, for which assess-
ments under this section are required,;

“(i1) information that provides a comparison between
the actual achievement levels and growth of each
group of students described in subsection (¢)(3)(A) and
the performance targets and growth targets in sub-
section (c)(2) for each such group of students on each
of the academic assessments and for graduation rates
required under this part;

“(ii1) if a State adopts alternate achievement stand-
ards for students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities, the number and percentage of students
taking the alternate assessments and information on
student achievement at each achievement level and
student growth, by grade and subject;

“(iv) the number of students who are English learn-
ers, and the performance of such students, on the
State’s English language proficiency assessments, in-
cluding the students’ attainment of, and progress to-
ward, higher levels of English language proficiency;

“(v) information on the performance of local edu-
cational agencies in the State regarding school im-
provement, including the number and names of each
school identified for school improvement under section
1116 and information on the outcomes of the equity in-
dicators outlined in section 1111(c)(1)(C);

“(vi) the professional qualifications of teachers in the
State, the percentage of such teachers teaching with
emergency or provisional credentials, and the percent-
age of classes in the State not taught by qualified
teachers, in the aggregate and disaggregated by high-
poverty compared to low-poverty schools which, for the
purpose of this clause, means schools in the top quar-
tile of poverty and the bottom quartile of poverty in
the State;

“(vii) information on teacher effectiveness, as deter-
mined by the State, in the aggregate and
disaggregated by high-poverty compared to low-pov-
erty schools which, for the purpose of this clause,
means schools in the top quartile of poverty and the
bottom quartile of poverty in the State;

“(viii) a clear and concise description of the State’s
accountability system, including a description of the
criteria by which the State educational agency evalu-
ates school performance consistent with subsection (c),
and the criteria that the State educational agency has
established, consistent with section 1116(a), to deter-
mine the status of schools with respect to school im-
provement; and

“(ix) outcomes related to quality charter authorizing
standards as described in subsection (d)(1)(I), includ-
ing, at a minimum, annual filing as described in sub-
section (d)(1)(DGEIXD).
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“(2) ANNUAL LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REPORT CARDS.—

“(A) REPORT CARDS.—A local educational agency that re-
ceives assistance under this part shall prepare and dis-
seminate an annual local educational agency report card.

“(B) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The State educational
agency shall ensure that each local educational agency col-
lects appropriate data and includes in the local educational
agency’s annual report the information described in para-
graph (1)(C) as applied to the local educational agency and
each school served by the local educational agency, and—

“(1) in the case of a local educational agency—

“(I) the number and percentage of schools iden-
tified for school improvement under section 1116
and how long the schools have been so identified;
and

“II) information that shows how students
served by the local educational agency achieved on
the statewide academic assessment compared to
students in the State as a whole;

“(IIT) per-pupil expenditures from Federal,
State, and local sources, including personnel and
nonpersonnel resources, for each school in the
local educational agency, consistent with the re-
quirements under section 1120A;

“(IV) the number and percentage of secondary
school students who have been removed from the
4-year adjusted cohort by leaver code, and the
number and percentage of students from each ad-
justed cohort that have been enrolled in high
school for more than 4 years but have not grad-
uated with a regular diploma; and

“(V) information on the number of military-con-
nected students (students who are a dependent of
a member of the Armed Forces, including reserve
components thereof) served by the local edu-
cational agency and how such military-dependent
students achieved on the statewide academic as-
sessment compared to all students served by the
local educational agency; and

“(i1) in the case of a school—

“(I) whether the school has been identified for
school improvement; and

“II) information that shows how the school’s
students achievement on the statewide academic
assessments and other improvement indicators
compared to students in the local educational
agency and the State as a whole.

“(C) OTHER INFORMATION.—A local educational agency
may include in its annual local educational agency report
card any other appropriate information, whether or not
suc(}il information is included in the annual State report
card.

“(D) DATA.—A local educational agency or school shall
only include in its annual local educational agency report
card data that are sufficient to yield statistically reliable
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information, as determined by the State, and that do not
reveal personally identifiable information about an indi-
vidual student.

“(E) PusBLIC DISSEMINATION.—The local educational
agency shall publicly disseminate the report cards de-
scribed in this paragraph to all schools in the school dis-
trict served by the local educational agency and to all par-
ents of students attending those schools in an accessible,
understandable, and uniform format and, to the extent
practicable, provided in a language that the parents can
understand, and make the information widely available
through public means, such as posting on the Internet, dis-
tribution to the media, and distribution through public
agencies.

“(3) PREEXISTING REPORT CARDS.—A State educational agen-
cy or local educational agency that was providing public report
cards on the performance of students, schools, local educational
agencies, or the State prior to the date of enactment of the Stu-
dent Success Act may use those report cards for the purpose
of this subsection, so long as any such report card is modified,
as may be needed, to contain the information required by this
subsection.

“(4) CosT REDUCTION.—Each State educational agency and
local educational agency receiving assistance under this part
shall, wherever possible, take steps to reduce data collection
costs and duplication of effort by obtaining the information re-
quired under this subsection through existing data collection
efforts.

“(5) ANNUAL STATE REPORT TO THE SECRETARY.—Each State
educational agency receiving assistance under this part shall
report annually to the Secretary, and make widely available
within the State—

“(A) information on the State’s progress in developing
and implementing

“(1) the college and career ready standards described
in subsection (b)(2);

“(i1) the academic assessments described in sub-
section (b)(3); and

“(iii) the accountability and school improvement sys-
tem described in subsection (c¢); and

“(B) the annual State report card under paragraph (1).

“(6) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall transmit an-
nually to the Committee on Education and the Workforce of
the House of Representatives and the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate a report that
provides national and State-level data on the information col-
lected under paragraph (5).

“('7) PARENTS RIGHT-TO-KNOW.—

“(A) ACHIEVEMENT INFORMATION.—At the beginning of
each school year, a school that receives funds under this
subpart shall provide to each individual parent—

“(1) information on the level of achievement and
growth of the parent’s child on each of the State aca-
demic assessments and, as appropriate, other improve-
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ment indicators adopted in accordance with this sub-
part; and

“(i1) timely notice that the parent’s child has been
assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecu-
tive weeks by, a teacher who is not qualified or has
been found to be ineffective, as determined by the
State or local educational agency.

“(B) QUALIFICATIONS.—At the beginning of each school
year, a local educational agency that receives funds under
this part shall notify the parents of each student attending
any school receiving funds under this part, information re-
garding the professional qualifications of the student’s
classroom teachers, including, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing:

“(1) Whether the teacher has met State qualification
and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject
areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

“(ii)) Whether the teacher is teaching under emer-
gency or other provisional status through which State
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived.

“(iii) Whether the teacher is currently enrolled in an
alternative certification program.

“(iv) Whether the child is provided services by para-
professionals or specialized instructional support per-
sonnel and, if so, their qualifications.

“(C) ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES.—At the begin-
ning of each school year, a local educational agency that
receives funds under this part shall notify the parents of
each student attending any school receiving funds under
this part, of information regarding whether and to what
extent schools are meeting the equity indicators described
in subsection (¢)(1)(C), including whether such schools are
meeting the needs of subgroups of students.

“(D) FORMAT.—The notice and information provided to
parents under this paragraph shall be in an understand-
able and uniform format and, to the extent practicable,
provided in a language that the parents can understand.

“(j) PrivAcYy.—Information collected under this section shall be
collected and disseminated in a manner that protects the privacy
of individuals.

“(k) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall provide a
State educational agency, at the State educational agency’s re-
quest, technical assistance in meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion, including the provision of advice by experts in the develop-
ment of college and career ready standards, high-quality academic
assessments, and goals and targets that are valid and reliable, and
other relevant areas.

“(I) VOLUNTARY PARTNERSHIPS.—A State may enter into a vol-
untary partnership with another State to develop and implement
the academic assessments and standards required under this sec-
tion.

“(m) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) ADJUSTED COHORT; EXTENDED-YEAR; ENTERING COHORT;
TRANSFERRED INTO; TRANSFERRED OUT.—



76

“(A) ADJUSTED COHORT.—Subject to subparagraph (D)(ii)
through (G), the term ‘adjusted cohort’” means the dif-
ference of—

“(i) the sum of—

“(I) the entering cohort; plus

“(II) any students that transferred into the co-
hort in any of grades 9 through 12; minus

“(ii) any students that are removed from the cohort
as described in subparagraph (E).

“(B) EXTENDED YEAR.—The term ‘extended year’ when
used with respect to a graduation rate, means the fifth or
sixth year after the school year in which the entering co-
hort, as described in subparagraph (C), is established for
the purpose of calculating the adjusted cohort.

“(C) ENTERING COHORT.—The term ‘entering cohort’
means the number of first-time 9th graders enrolled in a
secondary school 1 month after the start of the secondary
school’s academic year.

“(D) TRANSFERRED INTO.—The term ‘transferred into’
when used with respect to a secondary school student,
means a student who—

“(1) was a first-time 9th grader during the same
school year as the entering cohort; and

“(ii) enrolls after the entering cohort is calculated as
described in subparagraph (B).

“(E) TRANSFERRED OUT.—

“1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘transferred out’ when
used with respect to a secondary school student,
means a student who the secondary school or local
educational agency has confirmed has transferred to
another—

“(I) school from which the student is expected to
receive a regular secondary school diploma; or

“(II) educational program from which the stu-
dent is expected to receive a regular secondary
school diploma.

“(i1) CONFIRMATION REQUIREMENTS.—

“(I) DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED.—The confirma-
tion of a student’s transfer to another school or
educational program described in clause (i) re-
quires documentation from the receiving school or
program that the student enrolled in the receiving
school or program.

“(II) LACK OF CONFIRMATION.—A student who
was enrolled, but for whom there is no confirma-
tion of the student having transferred out, shall
remain in the cohort as a non-graduate for report-
ing and accountability purposes