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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 449 

Urging the Government of Kenya and Kenya’s political parties to respect 

democratic principles and hold credible, peaceful, and transparent elec-

tions in August 2017. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JULY 14, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL (for himself, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, and Ms. BASS) submitted 

the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
Urging the Government of Kenya and Kenya’s political par-

ties to respect democratic principles and hold credible, 

peaceful, and transparent elections in August 2017. 

Whereas the United States has deep interests in Kenya’s 

democratic stability and regional leadership, and a free 

and fair election in Kenya holds regional significance as 

an example for other African countries with elections 

scheduled in the near future; 

Whereas Kenya’s general elections are scheduled for August 

8, 2017; 

Whereas electoral violence in 2007 and 2008 resulted in the 

deaths of at least 1,300 people and the displacement of 

600,000, effectively paralyzing the country and the wider 
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region for more than two months before the creation of 

a power-sharing government; 

Whereas Kenyans adopted a new Constitution in 2010 that 

sought to devolve power to 47 counties and their elected 

governors and local representatives; 

Whereas the public confidence in the electoral process is crit-

ical both to Kenya’s continued democratic progress and 

to ensuring transparency in electoral preparations, and is 

vital for the success of the August 8 elections; 

Whereas despite having a permissive legal environment, the 

Government of Kenya has taken actions to limit demo-

cratic space for civil society and media organizations, 

which could adversely affect their contributions to a cred-

ible, peaceful election and broader democratic consolida-

tion; 

Whereas there have been deeply concerning instances of hate 

speech by all sides, inciting supporters to ethnic violence 

as a means by which to gain electoral advantage, intimi-

date electoral rivals, or suppress voter turnout; and 

Whereas the political parties, monitoring groups, and the 

media have the legal authority to record polling station 

results and tallies at the constituency and national levels 

in order to ensure that the process is perceived as honest 

and transparent: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) calls upon Kenya to— 2

(A) hold credible, peaceful, free, and fair 3

Presidential elections in August 2017 in order 4

to advance Kenya’s democratic consolidation 5

and promote stability in the broader region; and 6
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(B) condemn in the strongest terms the 1

use of hate speech and the incitement of vio-2

lence by political candidates, the media, or any 3

Kenyan citizens; 4

(2) calls upon Kenyan citizens to peacefully 5

participate in the general elections and seek to re-6

solve any disputes over results through the legal sys-7

tem; 8

(3) calls upon Kenyan political candidates at 9

the national, county, and local levels to respect the 10

Electoral Code of Conduct and the Political Party 11

Code of Conduct; 12

(4) encourages political parties, civil society, 13

and the media to act responsibly with their parallel 14

vote tabulations so as not to usurp the role of the 15

electoral commission as the official source for declar-16

ing official election results; 17

(5) encourages Kenyan civil society organiza-18

tions to continue providing critical early warning 19

and response measures to mitigate election-related 20

violence and further strengthen democratic proc-21

esses; 22

(6) commends the key role the faith-based com-23

munity has played in ensuring a peaceful pre- and 24

post-election environment through periodically con-25
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vening the Multi-Sectoral Forum to deliberate on 1

matters of governance, election management, and 2

looming insecurity; 3

(7) supports efforts by the Department of 4

State, including the Bureau of Conflict and Sta-5

bilization Operations, the Bureau of Democracy, 6

Human Rights, and Labor, and the Bureau of Afri-7

can Affairs, and the United States Agency for Inter-8

national Development (USAID) to assist election-re-9

lated preparations in Kenya, including programs fo-10

cused on conflict mitigation; 11

(8) strongly encourages the Administration to 12

appoint an Assistant Secretary of State for African 13

Affairs in order to bolster diplomatic engagement 14

across the African continent, including with the Gov-15

ernment of Kenya, Kenya’s political parties, and the 16

donor community, which has historically been critical 17

during Kenya’s elections; and 18

(9) calls upon the United States and Kenya’s 19

other international partners, especially election-fo-20

cused nongovernmental organizations, to continue to 21

support Kenya’s efforts to address the remaining 22

electoral preparation challenges and identify gaps in 23

which additional resources or diplomatic engagement 24
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could make important contributions to the conduct 1

of the elections. 2

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:02 Jul 15, 2017 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR449.IH HR449lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-04T04:42:16-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




