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government, and it wasn’t because 
they were feeling generous. It was be-
cause they want results. How could we 
live with ourselves if we let them 
down? How could we let ourselves 
down? 

I have, for many months, been asking 
our Members to raise their gaze and 
aim high. Now, today, this Congress, 
let us not be timid but, rather, reach 
for that brighter horizon and deliver. 
This old Chamber might look the same, 
but in the hushed whispers, in the 
whirl of activity, you can feel the 
winds of change. As I stand here next 
to that portrait of good old George 
Washington, I am reminded of a line 
from one of his favorite plays: ‘‘ ’Tis 
not in mortals to command success, 
but we’ll do more . . . we’ll deserve it.’’ 

My dear friends and colleagues, I say 
to all of you: Good luck and Godspeed. 
Thank you very much. 

I am now ready to take the oath of 
office. 

I ask the Dean of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Honorable JOHN CON-
YERS of Michigan, to administer the 
oath of office. 

Mr. CONYERS then administered the 
oath of office to Mr. RYAN of Wis-
consin, as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you 
will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; that you 
take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; 
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you 
are about to enter, so help you God. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
Mr. CONYERS. Congratulations, Mr. 

Speaker. 
f 

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS 
The SPEAKER. According to prece-

dent, the Chair will swear in the Mem-
bers-elect en masse. 

The Members-elect will rise and raise 
their right hands. 

The Members-elect rose, and the 
Speaker administered the oath of office 
to them as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you 
will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; that you 
take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; 
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you 
are about to enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now Members of the 115th Congress. 

f 

b 1430 

MAJORITY LEADER 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 

Speaker, as chair of the Republican 
Conference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially 
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as majority leader the gen-
tleman from California, the Honorable 
KEVIN MCCARTHY. 

f 

MINORITY LEADER 
Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, as 

chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I 
have been directed to report to the 
House that the Democratic Members 
have selected as minority leader the 

gentlewoman from California, the Hon-
orable NANCY PELOSI. 

f 

MAJORITY WHIP 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 

Speaker, as chair of the Republican 
Conference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially 
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as majority whip the gentleman 
from Louisiana, the Honorable STEVE 
SCALISE. 

f 

MINORITY WHIP AND ASSISTANT 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I 
have been directed to report to the 
House that the Democratic Members 
have selected as minority whip the 
gentleman from Maryland, the Honor-
able STENY HOYER, and as assistant 
Democratic leader, the gentleman from 
South Carolina, the Honorable JAMES 
CLYBURN. 

f 

ELECTING OFFICERS OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1 
Resolved, That Karen L. Haas of the State 

of Maryland be, and is hereby, chosen Clerk 
of the House of Representatives; 

That Paul D. Irving of the State of Florida 
be, and is hereby, chosen Sergeant-at-Arms 
of the House of Representatives; 

That Philip George Kiko of the State of 
Ohio be, and is hereby, chosen Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

That Father Patrick J. Conroy of the 
State of Oregon be, and is hereby, chosen 
Chaplain of the House of Representatives. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
an amendment to the resolution, but 
before offering the amendment, I re-
quest that there be a division of the 
question on the resolution so that we 
may have a separate vote on the Chap-
lain. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be 
divided. 

The question is on agreeing to that 
portion of the resolution providing for 
the election of the Chaplain. 

That portion of the resolution was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. CROWLEY 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I offer 
an amendment to the remainder of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report 
the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. CROWLEY: 
That Robert D. Edmonson of the District 

of Columbia be, and is hereby, chosen Clerk 
of the House of Representatives; 

That Wyndee Parker of the State of Mary-
land be, and is hereby, chosen Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the House of Representatives; and 

That James Fleet of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania be, and is hereby, chosen Chief 

Administrative Officer of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on 

the remainder of the resolution offered 
by the gentlewoman from Washington. 

The remainder of the resolution was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will now 
swear in the officers of the House. 

The officers presented themselves in 
the well of the House and took the oath 
of office as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that you will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that you take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. 
f 

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER-ELECT 
The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-

tive-elect please present herself in the 
well. 

Mrs. Lawrence of Michigan appeared 
at the bar of the House and took the 
oath of office, as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that you will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that you take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation 
or purpose of evasion; and that you will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now a Member of the 115th Con-
gress. 

f 

TO INFORM THE SENATE THAT A 
QUORUM OF THE HOUSE HAS AS-
SEMBLED AND OF THE ELEC-
TION OF THE SPEAKER AND THE 
CLERK 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I offer 

a privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 2 
Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 

a quorum of the House of Representatives 
has assembled; that Paul D. Ryan, a Rep-
resentative from the State of Wisconsin, has 
been elected Speaker; and that Karen L. 
Haas, a citizen of the State of Maryland, has 
been elected Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the One Hundred Fifteenth 
Congress. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO 
APPOINT A COMMITTEE TO NO-
TIFY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGRESS 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I offer 
a privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 3 

Resolved, That a committee of two Mem-
bers be appointed by the Speaker on the part 
of the House of Representatives to join with 
a committee on the part of the Senate to no-
tify the President of the United States that 
a quorum of each House has assembled and 
Congress is ready to receive any communica-
tion that he may be pleased to make. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBERS OF 
COMMITTEE TO NOTIFY THE 
PRESIDENT, PURSUANT TO 
HOUSE RESOLUTION 3 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WOMACK). Without objection, pursuant 
to House Resolution 3, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of 
the following Members to the com-
mittee on the part of the House to join 
a committee on the part of the Senate 
to notify the President of the United 
States that a quorum of each House 
has assembled and that Congress is 
ready to receive any communication 
that he may be pleased to make: 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY) and 

The gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. PELOSI). 

There was no objection. 
f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO IN-
FORM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER AND 
THE CLERK 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 4 
Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to 

inform the President of the United States 
that the House of Representatives has elect-
ed Paul D. Ryan, a Representative from the 
State of Wisconsin as Speaker, and Karen L. 
Haas, a citizen of the State of Maryland as 
Clerk, of the House of Representatives of the 
One Hundred Fifteenth Congress. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

RULES OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I offer 
a privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 5 
Resolved, That the Rules of the House of 

Representatives of the One Hundred Four-
teenth Congress, including applicable provi-
sions of law or concurrent resolution that 
constituted rules of the House at the end of 
the One Hundred Fourteenth Congress, are 
adopted as the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the One Hundred Fifteenth 
Congress, with amendments to the standing 
rules as provided in section 2, and with other 
orders as provided in sections 3, 4, and 5. 

SEC. 2. CHANGES TO THE STANDING RULES. 
(a) DECORUM.— 
(1) In clause 3 of rule II, add the following 

new paragraph: 
‘‘(g)(1) The Sergeant-at-Arms is authorized 

and directed to impose a fine against a Mem-
ber, Delegate, or the Resident Commissioner 
for the use of an electronic device for still 
photography or for audio or visual recording 
or broadcasting in contravention of clause 5 
of rule XVII and any applicable Speaker’s 
announced policy on electronic devices. 

‘‘(2) A fine imposed pursuant to this para-
graph shall be $500 for a first offense and 
$2,500 for any subsequent offense. 

‘‘(3)(A) The Sergeant-at-Arms shall 
promptly notify the Member, Delegate, or 
the Resident Commissioner, the Speaker, the 
Chief Administrative Officer, and the Com-
mittee on Ethics of any such fine. 

‘‘(B) Such Member, Delegate, or Resident 
Commissioner may appeal the fine in writing 
to the Committee on Ethics not later than 30 
calendar days or five legislative days, which-
ever is later, after notification pursuant to 
subdivision (A). 

‘‘(C) Upon receipt of an appeal pursuant to 
subdivision (B), the Committee on Ethics 
shall have 30 calendar days or five legislative 
days, whichever is later, to either dismiss 
the fine or allow it to proceed. Upon a deter-
mination regarding the appeal or if no appeal 
has been filed at the expiration of the period 
specified in subdivision (B), the chair of the 
Committee on Ethics shall promptly notify 
the Member, Delegate, or the Resident Com-
missioner, the Speaker and the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer. The Speaker shall promptly 
lay such notification before the House. 

‘‘(4) The Sergeant-at-Arms and the Com-
mittee on Ethics are authorized to establish 
policies and procedures for the implementa-
tion of this paragraph.’’. 

(2) In clause 4 of rule II, add the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(d)(1) Upon notification from the chair of 
the Committee on Ethics pursuant to clause 
3(g)(3)(C), the Chief Administrative Officer 
shall deduct the amount of any fine levied 
under clause 3(g) from the net salary other-
wise due the Member, Delegate, or the Resi-
dent Commissioner. 

‘‘(2) The Chief Administrative Officer is au-
thorized to establish policies and procedures 
for such salary deductions.’’. 

(3) Rule XVII is amended by redesignating 
clause 9 as clause 10, and by inserting after 
clause 8 the following new clause: 
‘‘Legislative Proceedings 

‘‘9.(a) A Member, Delegate, the Resident 
Commissioner, officer, or employee of the 
House may not engage in disorderly or dis-
ruptive conduct in the Chamber, including— 

‘‘(1) intentionally obstructing or impeding 
the passage of others in the Chamber; 

‘‘(2) the use of an exhibit to impede, dis-
rupt, or disturb the proceedings of the 
House; and 

‘‘(3) the denial of legislative instruments 
to others seeking to engage in legislative 
proceedings. 

‘‘(b) This clause establishes a standard of 
conduct within the meaning of clause 3(a)(2) 
of rule XI.’’. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION AND OVERSIGHT PLANS.— 
(1) Clause 2(d) of rule X is amended to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(d)(1) Not later than February 15 of the 

first session of a Congress, each standing 
committee (other than the Committee on 
Appropriations, the Committee on Ethics, 
and the Committee on Rules) shall, in a 
meeting that is open to the public, adopt its 
authorization and oversight plan for that 
Congress. Such plan shall be submitted si-
multaneously to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, the Com-

mittee on House Administration, and the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

‘‘(2) Each such plan shall include, with re-
spect to programs and agencies within the 
committee’s jurisdiction, and to the max-
imum extent practicable— 

‘‘(A) a list of such programs or agencies 
with lapsed authorizations that received 
funding in the prior fiscal year or, in the 
case of a program or agency with a perma-
nent authorization, which has not been sub-
ject to a comprehensive review by the com-
mittee in the prior three Congresses; 

‘‘(B) a description of each such program or 
agency to be authorized in the current Con-
gress; 

‘‘(C) a description of each such program or 
agency to be authorized in the next Con-
gress, if applicable; 

‘‘(D) a description of any oversight to sup-
port the authorization of each such program 
or agency in the current Congress; and 

‘‘(E) recommendations for changes to ex-
isting law for moving such programs or agen-
cies from mandatory funding to discre-
tionary appropriations, where appropriate. 

‘‘(3) Each such plan may include, with re-
spect to the programs and agencies within 
the committee’s jurisdiction— 

‘‘(A) recommendations for the consolida-
tion or termination of such programs or 
agencies that are duplicative, unnecessary, 
or inconsistent with the appropriate roles 
and responsibilities of the Federal Govern-
ment; 

‘‘(B) recommendations for changes to ex-
isting law related to Federal rules, regula-
tions, statutes, and court decisions affecting 
such programs and agencies that are incon-
sistent with the authorities of the Congress 
under Article I of the Constitution; and 

‘‘(C) a description of such other oversight 
activities as the committee may consider 
necessary. 

‘‘(4) In the development of such plan, the 
chair of each committee shall coordinate 
with other committees of jurisdiction to en-
sure that programs and agencies are subject 
to routine, comprehensive authorization ef-
forts. 

‘‘(5) Not later than March 31 in the first 
session of a Congress, after consultation 
with the Speaker, the Majority Leader, and 
the Minority Leader, the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform shall re-
port to the House the authorization and 
oversight plans submitted by committees to-
gether with any recommendations that it, or 
the House leadership group described above, 
may make to ensure the most effective co-
ordination of authorization and oversight 
plans and otherwise to achieve the objectives 
of this clause.’’. 

(2) In clause 1(d)(2)(B) of rule XI, insert 
‘‘authorization and’’ before ‘‘oversight’’. 

(3) In clause 1(d)(2)(C) of rule XI, insert 
‘‘authorization and’’ before ‘‘oversight’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION 
BILLS.—In clause 2 of rule XXI, add the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(g) An amendment to a general appropria-
tion bill shall not be in order if proposing a 
net increase in the level of budget authority 
in the bill.’’. 

(d) DUPLICATION OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS.— 
In clause 3(c) of rule XIII, add the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(5) On a bill or joint resolution that es-
tablishes or reauthorizes a Federal program, 
a statement indicating whether any such 
program is known to be duplicative of an-
other such program, including at a minimum 
an explanation of whether any such program 
was included in a report to Congress pursu-
ant to section 21 of Public Law 111-139 or 
whether the most recent Catalog of Federal 
Domestic Assistance (published pursuant to 
section 6104 of title 31, United States Code) 
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