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government, and it wasn’t because

they were feeling generous. It was be-
cause they want results. How could we
live with ourselves if we let them
down? How could we let ourselves
down?

I have, for many months, been asking
our Members to raise their gaze and
aim high. Now, today, this Congress,
let us not be timid but, rather, reach
for that brighter horizon and deliver.
This old Chamber might look the same,
but in the hushed whispers, in the
whirl of activity, you can feel the
winds of change. As I stand here next
to that portrait of good old George
Washington, I am reminded of a line
from one of his favorite plays: ¢ ’Tis
not in mortals to command success,
but we’ll do more . . . we’ll deserve it.”

My dear friends and colleagues, I say
to all of you: Good luck and Godspeed.
Thank you very much.

I am now ready to take the oath of
office.

I ask the Dean of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Honorable JOHN CON-
YERS of Michigan, to administer the
oath of office.

Mr. CONYERS then administered the
oath of office to Mr. RYAN of Wis-
consin, as follows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you
will support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that you
take this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you
are about to enter, so help you God.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
Mr. CONYERS. Congratulations, Mr.
Speaker.

————

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS

The SPEAKER. According to prece-
dent, the Chair will swear in the Mem-
bers-elect en masse.

The Members-elect will rise and raise
their right hands.

The Members-elect rose, and the
Speaker administered the oath of office
to them as follows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you
will support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that you
take this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you
are about to enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You

are now Members of the 115th Congress.
————
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MAJORITY LEADER

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, as chair of the Republican
Conference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as majority leader the gen-
tleman from California, the Honorable
KEVIN MCCARTHY.

————

MINORITY LEADER
Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, as
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I
have been directed to report to the
House that the Democratic Members
have selected as minority leader the
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gentlewoman from California, the Hon-
orable NANCY PELOSI.

MAJORITY WHIP

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, as chair of the Republican
Conference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as majority whip the gentleman
from Louisiana, the Honorable STEVE
SCALISE.

———————

MINORITY WHIP AND ASSISTANT
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, as
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I
have been directed to report to the
House that the Democratic Members
have selected as minority whip the
gentleman from Maryland, the Honor-
able STENY HOYER, and as assistant
Democratic leader, the gentleman from
South Carolina, the Honorable JAMES
CLYBURN.

———

ELECTING OFFICERS OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1

Resolved, That Karen L. Haas of the State
of Maryland be, and is hereby, chosen Clerk
of the House of Representatives;

That Paul D. Irving of the State of Florida
be, and is hereby, chosen Sergeant-at-Arms
of the House of Representatives;

That Philip George Kiko of the State of
Ohio be, and is hereby, chosen Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the House of Representa-
tives; and

That Father Patrick J. Conroy of the
State of Oregon be, and is hereby, chosen
Chaplain of the House of Representatives.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have
an amendment to the resolution, but
before offering the amendment, I re-
quest that there be a division of the
question on the resolution so that we
may have a separate vote on the Chap-
lain.

The SPEAKER. The question will be
divided.

The question is on agreeing to that
portion of the resolution providing for
the election of the Chaplain.

That portion of the resolution was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. CROWLEY

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I offer
an amendment to the remainder of the
resolution.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report
the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. CROWLEY:

That Robert D. Edmonson of the District
of Columbia be, and is hereby, chosen Clerk
of the House of Representatives;

That Wyndee Parker of the State of Mary-
land be, and is hereby, chosen Sergeant-at-
Arms of the House of Representatives; and

That James Fleet of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania be, and is hereby, chosen Chief
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Administrative Officer of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York.

The amendment was rejected.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the remainder of the resolution offered
by the gentlewoman from Washington.

The remainder of the resolution was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will now
swear in the officers of the House.

The officers presented themselves in
the well of the House and took the oath
of office as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that you will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that you take
this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations.

———

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER-ELECT

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tive-elect please present herself in the
well.

Mrs. Lawrence of Michigan appeared
at the bar of the House and took the
oath of office, as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will
support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that you will
bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that you take this obligation
freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion; and that you will
well and faithfully discharge the duties
of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You
are now a Member of the 115th Con-
gress.

————

TO INFORM THE SENATE THAT A
QUORUM OF THE HOUSE HAS AS-
SEMBLED AND OF THE ELEC-
TION OF THE SPEAKER AND THE
CLERK
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I offer

a privileged resolution and ask for its

immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 2
Resolved, That the Senate be informed that

a quorum of the House of Representatives

has assembled; that Paul D. Ryan, a Rep-

resentative from the State of Wisconsin, has

been elected Speaker; and that Karen L.

Haas, a citizen of the State of Maryland, has

been elected Clerk of the House of Rep-

resentatives of the One Hundred Fifteenth

Congress.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
APPOINT A COMMITTEE TO NO-
TIFY THE PRESIDENT OF THE
ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGRESS

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I offer
a privileged resolution and ask for its
immediate consideration.
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