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S. RES. 3
Resolved, That the daily meeting of the
Senate be 12 o’clock meridian unless other-
wise ordered.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 4—TO CON-
STITUTE THE MAJORITY PAR-
TY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CERTAIN
COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE HUN-
DRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS, OR
UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS ARE
CHOSEN

Mr. McCONNELL submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was sub-
mitted and read:

S. RES. 4

Resolved, That the following shall con-
stitute the majority party’s membership on
the following committees for the One Hun-
dred Fifteenth Congress, or until their suc-
cessors are chosen:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION,
AND FORESTRY: Mr. Roberts, Mr. Cochran,
Mr. McConnell, Mr. Boozman, Mr. Hoeven,
Mrs. Ernst, Mr. Grassley, Mr. Sessions, Mr.
Thune, Mr. Daines, Mr. Perdue.

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS: Mr. Coch-
ran, Mr. McConnell, Mr. Shelby, Mr. Alex-
ander, Ms. Collins, Ms. Murkowski, Mr. Gra-
ham, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Moran, Mr. Hoeven, Mr.
Boozman, Mrs. Capito, Mr. Lankford, Mr.
Daines, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Rubio.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr.
McCain, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Sessions, Mr.
Wicker, Mrs. Fischer, Mr. Cotton, Mr.

Rounds, Mrs. Ernst, Mr. Tillis, Mr. Sullivan,
Mr. Perdue, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Graham, Mr.
Sasse.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND
URBAN AFFAIRS: Mr. Crapo, Mr. Shelby, Mr.
Corker, Mr. Toomey, Mr. Heller, Mr. Scott,
Mr. Sasse, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Rounds, Mr.
Perdue, Mr. Tillis, Mr. Kennedy.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION: Mr. Thune, Mr. Wicker,
Mr. Blunt, Mr. Cruz, Mrs. Fischer, Mr.
Moran, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Heller, Mr. Inhofe,
Mr. Lee, Mr. Johnson, Mrs. Capito, Mr. Gard-
ner, Mr. Young.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RE-
SOURCES: Ms. Murkowski, Mr. Barrasso, Mr.
Risch, Mr. Lee, Mr. Flake, Mr. Daines, Mr.
Gardner, Mr. Sessions, Mr. Alexander, Mr.
Hoeven, Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Portman.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS: Mr. Barrasso, Mr. Inhofe, Mrs. Cap-
ito, Mr. Boozman, Mr. Wicker, Mrs. Fischer,
Mr. Sessions, Mr. Moran, Mr. Rounds, Mrs.
Ernst, Mr. Sullivan.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE: Mr. Hatch, Mr.
Grassley, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Enzi,
Mr. Cornyn, Mr. Thune, Mr. Burr, Mr. Isak-
son, Mr. Portman, Mr. Toomey, Mr. Heller,
Mr. Scott, Mr. Cassidy.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS: Mr.
Corker, Mr. Risch, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Johnson,
Mr. Flake, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Young, Mr. Bar-
rasso, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Portman, Mr. Paul.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS: Mr. Alexander, Mr. Enzi, Mr.
Burr, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Paul, Ms. Collins, Mr.
Cassidy, Mr. Young, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Roberts,
Ms. Murkowski, Mr. Scott.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS: Mr. Johnson, Mr.
McCain, Mr. Portman, Mr. Paul, Mr.
Lankford, Mr. Enzi, Mr. Hoeven, Mr. Daines.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY: Mr. Grass-
ley, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Graham, Mr. Cornyn, Mr.
Lee, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Sasse, Mr. Flake, Mr.
Crapo, Mr. Tillis, Mr. Kennedy.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE: Mr.
Burr, Mr. Risch, Mr. Rubio, Ms. Collins, Mr.
Blunt, Mr. Lankford, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Cor-
nyn.
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING: Ms. Collins,
Mr. Hatch, Mr. Flake, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tillis,
Mr. Corker, Mr. Burr, Mr. Rubio, Mrs. Fisch-
er.
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Enzi, Mr.
Grassley, Mr. Sessions, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Gra-
ham, Mr. Toomey, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Corker,
Mr. Perdue, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Kennedy, Mr.
Boozman.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS: Mr. Hoeven,
Mr. Barrasso, Mr. McCain, Ms. Murkowski,
Mr. Lankford, Mr. Daines, Mr. Crapo, Mr.
Moran.

JOINT EcoNoMIC COMMITTEE: Mr. Lee, Mr.
Cotton, Mr. Portman, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Cassidy,
Mr. Sasse.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION:
Mr. Shelby, Mr. McConnell, Mr. Cochran, Mr.
Alexander, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Cruz,
Mrs. Capito, Mr. Wicker, Mrs. Fischer.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP: Mr. Risch, Mr. Rubio, Mr.
Paul, Mr. Scott, Mrs. Ernst, Mr. Inhofe, Mr.
Young, Mr. Enzi, Mr. Rounds, Mr. Kennedy.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS: Mr.
Isakson, Mr. Moran, Mr. Boozman, Mr. Hell-
er, Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Rounds, Mr. Tillis, Mr.
Sullivan.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Mr. Isakson,
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Risch.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 5—EXPRESS-
ING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE
IN SUPPORT OF ISRAEL

Mr. MORAN submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 5

Whereas Israel is a strategic international
partner and democratic ally of the United
States;

Whereas cooperation between Israel and
the United States is of great importance, es-
pecially amid a troubling security situation
in the Middle East, North Africa, and Eu-
rope;

Whereas strong relations between the
United States and Israel benefit both coun-
tries and the prospects for regional stability;

Whereas peace between the Israelis and
Palestinians remains of strategic interest to
the United States;

Whereas support for Israel and peace be-
tween the Israelis and Palestinians have long
standing bipartisan support in Congress;

Whereas a bipartisan majority of the
United States Senate in 2016 requested that
the President maintain a policy of opposing
one-sided United Nations Security Council
resolutions targeting Israel;

Whereas, on December 23, 2016, the Presi-
dent and his delegates at the United Nations
departed from congressional directives and
past United States policy by declining to use
United States veto power during a vote on a
United Nations Security Council resolution
unfairly targeting Israel;

Whereas Congress has a constitutional role
in determining the laws and foreign policy of
the United States; and

Whereas the commencement of the 115th
Congress and the inauguration of a new
President create opportunities to improve
relations between the United States and
Israel: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges the President and the inter-
national community to join in supporting bi-
lateral talks between the Israelis and Pal-
estinians;

(2) expresses support for individuals and or-
ganizations working to bring about peace
and cooperation between the Israelis and
Palestinians;

(3) opposes the use of the United Nations as
a medium to unfairly impose external rem-
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edies to challenges between the Israelis and
Palestinians;

(4) objects to the December 2016 abstention
and declination to veto United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution 2334 by delegates of
the United States at the United Nations;

(5) regrets and seeks to reverse the nega-
tive public criticism of Israel by United
States diplomats;

(6) urges the President-elect to adopt a pol-
icy of opposing and vetoing if necessary one-
sided United Nations Security Council reso-
lutions targeting Israel;

(7) rejects international efforts to
delegitimize Israel’s right to exist;

(8) supports Israel’s right to self-defense;

(9) condemns acts of terrorism and vio-
lence targeted at Israeli civilians;

(10) reiterates that Palestinian political
goals will never be achieved through vio-
lence; and

(11) calls on all parties to return to nego-
tiations and without preconditions, as direct
discussions remain the best mechanism to
end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, although
the time of this administration is short
and the inauguration of a new Presi-
dent is now just weeks away, the
Obama administration isn’t coming to
a quiet ending. From issuing con-
troversial regulations to transferring
unprecedented numbers of detainees
from the detention center at Guanta-
namo Bay, the outgoing administra-
tion has repeatedly acted in direct op-
position to the bipartisan will of Con-
gress and to the values of many Amer-
ican people. The clearest examples of
this are the recent American actions at
the United Nations Security Council,
performed at the expense of Israel, an
American ally and strategic partner in
the Middle East.

This December, the United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said:

Decades of political maneuvering have cre-
ated a disproportionate number of resolu-
tions, reports and committees against Israel.
In many cases, instead of helping the Pales-
tinian issue, this reality has foiled the abil-
ity of the UN to fulfill its role effectively.

The U.N.’s anti-Israel bias was evi-
dent on December 23 when the Security
Council sought to pass a resolution tar-
geting Israel. American representa-
tives abstained from voting on the de-
liberately anti-Israel resolution. The
refusal to defend Israel is a departure
from longstanding bipartisan policy of
the United States and, in fact, a depar-
ture from the standards of the Obama
administration.

Just days later, this decision to ab-
stain was aggravated by comments
made by Secretary of State Kerry. In a
speech that sought to defend the
Obama administration’s diplomacy,
the Secretary’s one-sided lecture fur-
ther criticized Israel. With so many
grave and immediate foreign policy
challenges concurrently facing the
Obama administration and facing our
country, the Secretary’s decision to de-
vote his final days at the State Depart-
ment to criticism of Israel is difficult
to understand.

The President’s party has suffered
staggering electoral defeats during his
time in office. Much of that can be at-
tributed to the championing of policies
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