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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 2) was agreed to, as follows:

S. CON. RES. 2

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the two Houses
of Congress shall meet in the Hall of the
House of Representatives on Friday, the 6th
day of January 2017, at 1 o’clock post merid-
ian, pursuant to the requirements of the
Constitution and laws relating to the elec-
tion of President and Vice President of the
United States, and the President of the Sen-
ate shall be their Presiding Officer; that two
tellers shall be previously appointed by the
President of the Senate on the part of the
Senate and two by the Speaker on the part of
the House of Representatives, to whom shall
be handed, as they are opened by the Presi-
dent of the Senate, all the certificates and
papers purporting to be certificates of the
electoral votes, which certificates and papers
shall be opened, presented, and acted upon in
the alphabetical order of the States, begin-
ning with the letter ‘““A’’; and said tellers,
having then read the same in the presence
and hearing of the two Houses, shall make a
list of the votes as they shall appear from
said certificates; and the votes having been
ascertained and counted in the manner and
according to the rules by law provided, the
result of the same shall be delivered to the
President of the Senate, who shall thereupon
announce the state of the vote, which an-
nouncement shall be deemed a sufficient dec-
laration of the persons, if any, elected Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United
States, and, together With a list of the votes,
be entered on the Journals of the two
Houses.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Chair appoints the Senator from Mis-
souri, Mr. BLUNT, and the Senator from
Minnesota, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, as tellers
on the part of the Senate to count elec-
toral votes.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send to the desk, en bloc, 11 unanimous
consent requests, and I ask for their
immediate consideration en bloc. I fur-
ther ask that the requests be agreed to
en bloc, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table, and that they appear separately
in the RECORD.

Before the Chair rules, I would like
to point out that these requests are
routine and done at the beginning of
each new Congress.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that for the duration of the 115th
Congress, the Ethics Committee be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that for the duration of the 115th
Congress, there be a limitation of 15
minutes each upon any rollcall vote,
with the warning signal to be sounded
at the midway point, beginning at the
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last 7% minutes, and when rollcall
votes are of 10-minute duration, the
warning signal be sounded at the begin-
ning of the last 7% minutes.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that during the 115th Congress, it
be in order for the Secretary of the
Senate to receive reports at the desk
when presented by a Senator at any
time during the day of the session of
the Senate.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the majority and minority
leaders may daily have up to 10 min-
utes each on each calendar day fol-
lowing the prayer and disposition of
the reading of, or the approval of, the
Journal.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding the provi-
sions of rule XXVIII, conference re-
ports and statements accompanying
them not be printed as Senate reports
when such conference reports and
statements have been printed as a
House report unless specific request is
made in the Senate in each instance to
have such a report printed.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Appropria-
tions be authorized during the 115th
Congress to file reports during the ad-
journments or recesses of the Senate
on appropriations bills, including joint
resolutions, together with any accom-
panying notices of motions to suspend
rule XVI, pursuant to rule V, for the
purpose of offering certain amend-
ments to such bills or joint resolutions,
which proposed amendments shall be
printed.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 115th
Congress, the Secretary of the Senate
be authorized to make technical and
clerical corrections in the
engrossments of all Senate-passed bills
and joint resolutions, Senate amend-
ments to House bills and resolutions,
Senate amendments to House amend-
ments to Senate bills and resolutions,
and Senate amendments to House
amendments to Senate amendments to
House bills or resolutions.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 115th
Congress, when the Senate is in recess
or adjournment the Secretary of the
Senate is authorized to receive mes-
sages from the President of the United
States, and—with the exception of
House bills, joint resolutions and con-
current resolutions—messages from the
House of Representatives; and that
they be appropriately referred; and
that the President of the Senate, the
President pro tempore, and the Acting
President pro tempore be authorized to
sign duly enrolled bills and joint reso-
lutions.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 115th
Congress, Senators be allowed to leave
at the desk with the Journal clerk the
names of two staff members who will
be granted the privilege of the floor
during the consideration of the specific
matter noted, and that the Sergeant
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at-Arms be instructed to rotate staff
members as space allows.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 115th
Congress, it be in order to refer trea-
ties and nominations on the day when
they are received from the President,
even when the Senate has no executive
session that day.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 115th
Congress, Senators may be allowed to
bring to the desk bills, joint resolu-
tions, concurrent resolutions and sim-
ple resolutions, for referral to appro-
priate committees.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is
there objection to agreeing to the
unanimous consent requests en bloc?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

RESOLUTION OVER, UNDER THE
RULE—S. RES. 4

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have a resolution at the desk.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 4) to constitute the
majority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Fifteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask for its immediate consideration,
and to send the resolution over, under
the rule, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

The resolution will go over, under
the rule.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business
for debate only until 4 p.m. today.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

————

A TIME TO LOOK FORWARD

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, I
want to thank my friend the majority
leader. As this is the first time offering
opening remarks with the Republican
leader, I will speak a little longer than
he did today. After all, it is my first
speech.

I want to start by extending my sin-
cerest wish to him that we be able to
work together to get things done for
the American people. The Republican
leader is my friend. He is also a great
believer and defender of the Senate and
the important role it must play in our
national life and around the world. I
look forward to working with him to
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