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Don also worked here on Capitol Hill as 

Legislative Counsel to House Majority Whip 
Tony Coelho (D–CA) from 1985 to 1988 and 
as a Legislative Assistant and in other roles to 
U.S. Senator Walter D. Huddleston (D–KY) 
from 1977 to 1985. Don taught History and 
English to junior high school students in Ken-
tucky from 1973 to 1976. 

Don is a native of Kentucky who received a 
B.A. in History/Secondary Education from 
Thomas More College in Crestview Hills, Ken-
tucky, an M.A. in Politics from Catholic Univer-
sity of America, and a J.D. from the University 
of Baltimore. He is a member of the District of 
Columbia Bar and holds a Life Certification as 
a Secondary Education Teacher from the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

A resident of Annandale, Va., his favorite 
national park is Maui’s Haleakala, which is 
centered around a volcanic crater that he de-
scribed as ‘‘like walking on the moon.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Don on his retirement and expressing 
our deep appreciation for his outstanding con-
tributions to the National Park Service and to 
the Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 3, 2017, my electronic voting card mal-
functioned and I was not registered as record-
ing a vote on H. Res. 5, ‘‘Adopting Rules for 
the 115th Congress.’’ I wish to reflect my in-
tentions on roll call No. 6, as a ‘‘NAY’’ vote. 
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HONORING GONZALO ‘‘SAL’’ 
TORRES 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Sal Torres, a departing member of the City 
Council of Daly City and a friend who has 
never ceased to serve the people of his com-
munity with distinction during his twenty years 
on the council. Sal Torres has, during these 
past two decades, become the symbol of this 
prosperous town filled with talented, indus-
trious residents from around the world. 

In 1996, Sal made history by becoming the 
first Latino to win a seat on the City Council 
of Daly City and, in 2000, became Daly City’s 
first Mayor of Latino descent. This year he will 
be finishing his public service as Mayor. 

It is difficult to fully describe the impact of 
Mayor Torres upon Daly City, but it has been 
enormously beneficial. Over his 20 years in of-
fice, the city changed from a typical suburban 
community south of a major U.S. city, into a 
thriving commercial center with major new of-
fice buildings adjacent to a regional mass tran-
sit station. Sal was part of a team that evalu-
ated and approved the rebuilding of Westlake 
Shopping Center into a modern, thriving retail 
hub. Today, this center is so essential to the 
constituents of Mayor Torres and to sur-
rounding communities that it’s probably easier 

to find a parking space in downtown Manhat-
tan than in the garage and lots of Westlake 
Shopping Center. 

Social justice is a core belief of Mayor 
Torres. Long before his ascension to the 
council, he earned recognition during his un-
dergraduate years at UCLA for his outstanding 
contributions as a volunteer in the Los Ange-
les Unified School District. Throughout all of 
1984, Sal worked with the Southwest Voter 
Registration & Education Project and helped 
to successfully register over 120,000 new 
Latino voters for the 1984 general election. He 
is still the only graduate in the history of the 
University of San Francisco School of Law to 
be awarded, in the same year, both the Judge 
Harold J. Haley Award given by the faculty for 
outstanding scholastic achievements and the 
Student Bar Association Award given by his 
peers for exceptional contributions made to 
and on behalf of the graduating class. 

Sal was a founding member of the non-prof-
it Housing Endowment and Regional Trust 
(HEART) of San Mateo, a provider of afford-
able home loans to community residents, and 
an advocate for new construction of affordable 
housing. Daly City has always played a vital 
role in providing affordable housing in San 
Mateo County. Sal understands the linkage 
between human dignity and housing and be-
tween economic security and owning a home. 

Life is more than hard work and housing. If 
residents in north San Mateo wish to enjoy a 
summer afternoon, they can see a movie at a 
major metroplex that Sal shaped as part of a 
team that revitalized areas east of Highway 
280. They can also play on city sports fields 
that he voted to support because he views 
recreation as vital to the physical and spiritual 
health of city residents. 

With all of these public accomplishments, 
one might reasonably wonder if Sal Torres 
had time to earn a living. He certainly did. As 
an accomplished attorney, he’s worked on be-
half of the California School Employees Asso-
ciation, Arysta Life Science Corporation, LSI 
Logic, Marvell Technology Group, and Equinix, 
Inc., among many clients. He also hosted and 
co-produced a popular talk show on the UPN- 
TV affiliate, KBHK Channel 44, El Amanecer 
(‘‘Daybreak’’), which addressed social, political 
and cultural issues in the Latino community. In 
2000, Sal was selected as one of California’s 
‘‘Top 20 Lawyers under the age of 40’’ by 
California Law Business. 

At times through the year, the sun sets off 
the shoreline of Daly City and into the Pacific. 
It is a scene that is at once stunningly beau-
tiful and yet a brutal reminder that we are tran-
sitory figures in history. Sal Torres has never 
been a public servant who sought immortality 
through public works with his name in con-
crete, nor has he been a flamboyant person-
ality in the city’s life. 

However, as a humble servant of his com-
munity, he has shown a relentless dedication 
to public wellbeing. Whereas the Pacific 
erodes the city’s cliffs and the freeway divides 
its corpus, Sal built its community spirit 
through a dedication to collegiality that created 
lasting bonds, and a love of Daly City by its 
residents, equal in strength to any steel and 
certainly more enduring than the boundary of 
the city with the sea. Sal will be missed at the 
dais, but ever-present in the hearts and minds 
of his community. In the end, this is a monu-
ment that is far more enduring than a name in 
concrete. Sal Torres loves Daly City, and Daly 
City treasures Sal Torres. 

HONORING CHIEF MICHAEL 
RANDOLPH 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Chief Michael Randolph 
upon his retirement as Fire Chief for the City 
of Napa Fire Department. Chief Randolph is 
retiring after an impressive 27 year firefighting 
career, including serving as Chief for four 
years. 

Chief Randolph completed his B.A. Degree 
in Information and Communication Studies 
and then began his career with the City of 
Napa Fire Department as a firefighter in 1989. 
He was promoted to a firefighter paramedic 
five years after that. He was subsequently pro-
moted to Captain, Battalion Chief and Division 
Chief before becoming Chief in 2012. Chief 
Randolph has distinguished himself in his de-
partment as an excellent mentor, coach, co- 
worker and friend. 

Chief Randolph is dedicated to our commu-
nity and has provided leadership to many of 
our service and community organizations. He 
serves as Board Member and President of the 
California Fire Chiefs Operations Section, on 
the Paramedic Advisory Board for Napa Valley 
College, as the Chair of the Napa County 
Emergency Medical Care Committee and as a 
member of Life Healthy Napa Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Randolph has had a 
dedicated firefighting career and is known for 
his strong, focused and determined leader-
ship. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we 
honor him here today and extend our best 
wishes for an enjoyable retirement with his 
wife, Wendy, and his children, Andrew and 
Hanna. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
CAPTAIN JOSEPH BAGGETT, JAG 
CORPS, U.S. NAVY (RET) 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Captain Joseph Baggett, JAGC, USN 
(ret), who is retiring after 46 years of com-
bined active duty and civilian service to our 
nation with the United States Navy. 

Captain Baggett was born into a military 
family. The son of a career enlisted Marine, 
Captain Baggett grew up in the presence of 
the United States Navy in such diverse loca-
tions as Naval Air Station Pensacola, Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, and the United 
Kingdom. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 
Tulane University in May 1971. He later 
earned a J.D. from Tulane University School 
of Law, and an LL. M. in Ocean and Coastal 
Law from the University of Miami School of 
Law. A longtime resident of Herndon, Virginia 
is his home. 

In 1971, Captain Baggett began his dedi-
cated service to our nation as a commissioned 
officer in the U.S. Navy. During the next 30 
years, Captain Baggett served on active duty 
in a wide variety of roles, traveling throughout 
the United States and overseas. His assign-
ments included two tours as a Supply Corps 
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officer, including service onboard USS Rich 
(DD 820); Naval Legal Service Office, Jack-
sonville, Florida; Commander, Middle East 
Force; Commander, Iceland Defense Force; 
Commander, Sixth Fleet; Navy Office of Legis-
lative Affairs; and the Joint Staff Strategic 
Plans and Policy Directorate. Later in his ca-
reer he served as Deputy Assistant Judge Ad-
vocate General for International Law; as 
Counsel for National Security to the Deputy 
Attorney General of the United States; as Staff 
Judge Advocate for the Commander in Chief, 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet; as Commanding Officer, 
Naval Legal Service Office, Norfolk, Virginia; 
and as Director of the Legislation Division in 
the Office of Legislative Affairs. 

Following his retirement from active duty in 
December 2000, Captain Baggett continued 
his superlative service to the Navy as a civil-
ian, serving for another sixteen years as Dep-
uty Director of the International and Oper-
ational Law Division in the Office of the Judge 
Advocate General in the Pentagon. In that 
role, he has been a constant champion of our 
national interests in the areas of law of the 
sea and freedom of navigation. 

His support to our national security cannot 
be overstated. Captain Baggett’s expertise 
and understanding of the complexities of the 
law of the sea and the law of armed conflict 
are without equal in the U.S. government. As 
the Armed Forces confronted myriad diverse 
challenges, he delivered sage counsel to the 
Department of the Navy, facilitating our ability 
to conduct naval operations. His profound 
knowledge and experience directly improved 
the ability to the sea services to fulfil their mis-
sions throughout the world. 

For his outstanding service to our nation, 
Captain Baggett earned numerous awards, in-
cluding the Legion of Merit, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, Navy 
Achievement Medal, Navy Distinguished Civil-
ian Service Award, Navy Superior Civilian 
Service Award, and Navy Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join in 
commending Captain Baggett for his commit-
ment to our country and the sacrifices he 
made on its behalf. On the occasion of his re-
tirement from the federal service, I thank him 
and his family for his honorable service to our 
nation and wish him fair winds and following 
seas as he concludes a distinguished career. 

f 

HONORING MARINA FRASER 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Marina Fraser for her 13 years of exem-
plary public service on the Half Moon Bay City 
Council, including three years as mayor of this 
picturesque coastal town that I am very proud 
to represent in Congress. Marina has been a 
tireless advocate for coastside residents, in 
particular children and seniors. I am honored 
to have worked with Marina for more than a 
decade and to call her a close friend. 

During her tenure on the council, she 
served on the San Mateo County Council of 
Cities, the San Mateo County Joint Powers 
Authority, the San Mateo County Congestion 

Relief Alliance, the San Mateo County City- 
County Association of Governments, the San 
Mateo County Emergency Operations Center, 
and the Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside. 

Marina was instrumental in restoring Half 
Moon Bay’s fiscal health. The Great Reces-
sion combined with a multi-million dollar land 
use settlement put the city at the brink of 
bankruptcy. Through strategic decisions, col-
laboration and meticulous work, Marina and 
her fellow councilmembers managed to bal-
ance the budget and placed the city on solid 
financial footing. Today, Half Moon Bay is a 
thriving community and destination for people 
from all over the Bay Area and the country. 
Main Street is filled with a wide variety of 
small businesses and restaurants. It even fea-
tures bike racks to make it user-friendly for 
bicyclists and pedestrians. Marina deserves 
credit for obtaining the funds for the racks. 

Soon, Half Moon Bay will have a state-of- 
the-art library, thanks in large part to Marina’s 
tenacious work. First considered in 2000, Half 
Moon Bay finally celebrated the library’s 
ground breaking this summer. It will provide 
much needed community space and bring Sil-
icon Valley technology to the coast to prepare 
the next generation for 21st century jobs. It 
may be called the Half Moon Bay library but 
in my mind it will also be called the Marina 
Fraser Half Moon Bay Library. 

Marina also worked hard with my office and 
state and local agencies to replace the crum-
bling Pilarcitos Creek Bridge with a beautiful 
aluminum and cedar plank bridge in the winter 
of 2015 while she was mayor. She was one of 
many important negotiators in a very creative 
and complicated program that became locally 
known as the Three-Way Land Swap. It in-
volved an exchange of properties between the 
City of Half Moon Bay, San Mateo County and 
Peninsula Open Space Trust and resulted in 
restoration of a recreation field, the creation of 
affordable senior housing, and the preserva-
tion of bluff tops as open space. 

You can surmise from these accomplish-
ments that Marina, a learning and develop-
ment consultant by training, is not afraid to 
take on difficult and large projects and to see 
them through. Marina is a person who doesn’t 
give up. Even if she is defeated, she will try 
again. She first ran for the city council in 2001 
and lost. I wrote her a letter encouraging her 
to run again, reminding her that Abraham Lin-
coln ran and lost many times before he suc-
ceeded. Sure enough, she won her seat on 
the council in 2003 and has served the resi-
dents of the coastside very well. 

In addition to her council duties, Marina is 
always looking for ways to give back to the 
community and improve the lives of others. 
She has created activities and services for 
youths and seniors and volunteered with 
Friends of the Library, the Half Moon Bay 
Spanish Town Historical Society, and the Cou-
gar Boosters. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the public service of Councilmember and 
Mayor Marina Fraser on the Half Moon Bay 
City Council. While she may be leaving the 
council, her contributions will continue to 
shape life on the coastside for years to come 
and I have no doubt that she will remain an 
important voice in our community. 

CONGRATULATING ERIC STARNES 
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
EULESS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Lieutenant Eric Starnes on his 
well-earned retirement from the Euless Police 
Department in the city of Euless, Texas, after 
twenty-three years of dedicated service. 

Starnes’ distinguished career with the Eu-
less Police Department began in 1993 after 
completing his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Criminal Justice at Sam Houston State Univer-
sity and the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Academy for his police certification. Addi-
tionally, while serving as an officer, Starnes 
was able to pursue a number of advanced de-
grees and certifications, including a Master’s 
in Public Administration from the University of 
North Texas and a Juris Doctor degree from 
Texas Wesleyan School of Law. Starnes is 
also a member of the State Bar of Texas. 

In his time as an officer, Starnes has served 
as a Field Training Officer, K–9 Officer, and a 
member of the Euless Police Tactical Unit. He 
has received over 2,500 hours of in-service 
police training which consisted of a variety of 
courses in patrol, criminal investigation, K–9 
criminal interdiction, police instructor training, 
and police supervision. He received his Basic 
Police Certification in 1993, Intermediate Po-
lice Certification in 1998, Advanced Police 
Certification in 1999, and his Masters Police 
Certification in 2001. In addition to these cer-
tifications, Starnes has received over forty 
commendations for professionalism and exem-
plary service to his community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the tireless efforts that Lieutenant Eric Starnes 
has made in contribution to the safety and se-
curity of the City of Euless. I ask all of my dis-
tinguished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Eric Starnes on his many years of serv-
ice. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO THELMA SIAS 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Thelma Sias, Vice President of 
Local Affairs for WE Energies, who is retiring 
on January 4, 2017. She has served the orga-
nization with distinction for over 31 years, be-
ginning in 1986. 

Thelma was born in rural Mayersville, Mis-
sissippi, growing up during the civil rights-era. 
Her father was a farmer. Her mother was a 
schoolteacher, farmer, and restauranteur. She 
is one of 11 children, all of whom graduated 
from college or technical college. Thelma Sias 
received an academic scholarship to Clark 
College in Atlanta where she ultimately re-
ceived her degree. In 1976, Ms. Sias came to 
Wisconsin to work as the Supervisor of the 
Ethnic Heritage Recruitment Center for the 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, making 
the Badger State her new home. 

Ms. Sias spent most of her career making 
an extraordinary impact on people in Wis-
consin by seeking common ground and finding 
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