
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E17 January 4, 2017 
Don also worked here on Capitol Hill as 

Legislative Counsel to House Majority Whip 
Tony Coelho (D–CA) from 1985 to 1988 and 
as a Legislative Assistant and in other roles to 
U.S. Senator Walter D. Huddleston (D–KY) 
from 1977 to 1985. Don taught History and 
English to junior high school students in Ken-
tucky from 1973 to 1976. 

Don is a native of Kentucky who received a 
B.A. in History/Secondary Education from 
Thomas More College in Crestview Hills, Ken-
tucky, an M.A. in Politics from Catholic Univer-
sity of America, and a J.D. from the University 
of Baltimore. He is a member of the District of 
Columbia Bar and holds a Life Certification as 
a Secondary Education Teacher from the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

A resident of Annandale, Va., his favorite 
national park is Maui’s Haleakala, which is 
centered around a volcanic crater that he de-
scribed as ‘‘like walking on the moon.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Don on his retirement and expressing 
our deep appreciation for his outstanding con-
tributions to the National Park Service and to 
the Nation. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 3, 2017, my electronic voting card mal-
functioned and I was not registered as record-
ing a vote on H. Res. 5, ‘‘Adopting Rules for 
the 115th Congress.’’ I wish to reflect my in-
tentions on roll call No. 6, as a ‘‘NAY’’ vote. 
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HONORING GONZALO ‘‘SAL’’ 
TORRES 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Sal Torres, a departing member of the City 
Council of Daly City and a friend who has 
never ceased to serve the people of his com-
munity with distinction during his twenty years 
on the council. Sal Torres has, during these 
past two decades, become the symbol of this 
prosperous town filled with talented, indus-
trious residents from around the world. 

In 1996, Sal made history by becoming the 
first Latino to win a seat on the City Council 
of Daly City and, in 2000, became Daly City’s 
first Mayor of Latino descent. This year he will 
be finishing his public service as Mayor. 

It is difficult to fully describe the impact of 
Mayor Torres upon Daly City, but it has been 
enormously beneficial. Over his 20 years in of-
fice, the city changed from a typical suburban 
community south of a major U.S. city, into a 
thriving commercial center with major new of-
fice buildings adjacent to a regional mass tran-
sit station. Sal was part of a team that evalu-
ated and approved the rebuilding of Westlake 
Shopping Center into a modern, thriving retail 
hub. Today, this center is so essential to the 
constituents of Mayor Torres and to sur-
rounding communities that it’s probably easier 

to find a parking space in downtown Manhat-
tan than in the garage and lots of Westlake 
Shopping Center. 

Social justice is a core belief of Mayor 
Torres. Long before his ascension to the 
council, he earned recognition during his un-
dergraduate years at UCLA for his outstanding 
contributions as a volunteer in the Los Ange-
les Unified School District. Throughout all of 
1984, Sal worked with the Southwest Voter 
Registration & Education Project and helped 
to successfully register over 120,000 new 
Latino voters for the 1984 general election. He 
is still the only graduate in the history of the 
University of San Francisco School of Law to 
be awarded, in the same year, both the Judge 
Harold J. Haley Award given by the faculty for 
outstanding scholastic achievements and the 
Student Bar Association Award given by his 
peers for exceptional contributions made to 
and on behalf of the graduating class. 

Sal was a founding member of the non-prof-
it Housing Endowment and Regional Trust 
(HEART) of San Mateo, a provider of afford-
able home loans to community residents, and 
an advocate for new construction of affordable 
housing. Daly City has always played a vital 
role in providing affordable housing in San 
Mateo County. Sal understands the linkage 
between human dignity and housing and be-
tween economic security and owning a home. 

Life is more than hard work and housing. If 
residents in north San Mateo wish to enjoy a 
summer afternoon, they can see a movie at a 
major metroplex that Sal shaped as part of a 
team that revitalized areas east of Highway 
280. They can also play on city sports fields 
that he voted to support because he views 
recreation as vital to the physical and spiritual 
health of city residents. 

With all of these public accomplishments, 
one might reasonably wonder if Sal Torres 
had time to earn a living. He certainly did. As 
an accomplished attorney, he’s worked on be-
half of the California School Employees Asso-
ciation, Arysta Life Science Corporation, LSI 
Logic, Marvell Technology Group, and Equinix, 
Inc., among many clients. He also hosted and 
co-produced a popular talk show on the UPN- 
TV affiliate, KBHK Channel 44, El Amanecer 
(‘‘Daybreak’’), which addressed social, political 
and cultural issues in the Latino community. In 
2000, Sal was selected as one of California’s 
‘‘Top 20 Lawyers under the age of 40’’ by 
California Law Business. 

At times through the year, the sun sets off 
the shoreline of Daly City and into the Pacific. 
It is a scene that is at once stunningly beau-
tiful and yet a brutal reminder that we are tran-
sitory figures in history. Sal Torres has never 
been a public servant who sought immortality 
through public works with his name in con-
crete, nor has he been a flamboyant person-
ality in the city’s life. 

However, as a humble servant of his com-
munity, he has shown a relentless dedication 
to public wellbeing. Whereas the Pacific 
erodes the city’s cliffs and the freeway divides 
its corpus, Sal built its community spirit 
through a dedication to collegiality that created 
lasting bonds, and a love of Daly City by its 
residents, equal in strength to any steel and 
certainly more enduring than the boundary of 
the city with the sea. Sal will be missed at the 
dais, but ever-present in the hearts and minds 
of his community. In the end, this is a monu-
ment that is far more enduring than a name in 
concrete. Sal Torres loves Daly City, and Daly 
City treasures Sal Torres. 

HONORING CHIEF MICHAEL 
RANDOLPH 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Chief Michael Randolph 
upon his retirement as Fire Chief for the City 
of Napa Fire Department. Chief Randolph is 
retiring after an impressive 27 year firefighting 
career, including serving as Chief for four 
years. 

Chief Randolph completed his B.A. Degree 
in Information and Communication Studies 
and then began his career with the City of 
Napa Fire Department as a firefighter in 1989. 
He was promoted to a firefighter paramedic 
five years after that. He was subsequently pro-
moted to Captain, Battalion Chief and Division 
Chief before becoming Chief in 2012. Chief 
Randolph has distinguished himself in his de-
partment as an excellent mentor, coach, co- 
worker and friend. 

Chief Randolph is dedicated to our commu-
nity and has provided leadership to many of 
our service and community organizations. He 
serves as Board Member and President of the 
California Fire Chiefs Operations Section, on 
the Paramedic Advisory Board for Napa Valley 
College, as the Chair of the Napa County 
Emergency Medical Care Committee and as a 
member of Life Healthy Napa Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Randolph has had a 
dedicated firefighting career and is known for 
his strong, focused and determined leader-
ship. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we 
honor him here today and extend our best 
wishes for an enjoyable retirement with his 
wife, Wendy, and his children, Andrew and 
Hanna. 
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
CAPTAIN JOSEPH BAGGETT, JAG 
CORPS, U.S. NAVY (RET) 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Captain Joseph Baggett, JAGC, USN 
(ret), who is retiring after 46 years of com-
bined active duty and civilian service to our 
nation with the United States Navy. 

Captain Baggett was born into a military 
family. The son of a career enlisted Marine, 
Captain Baggett grew up in the presence of 
the United States Navy in such diverse loca-
tions as Naval Air Station Pensacola, Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, and the United 
Kingdom. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 
Tulane University in May 1971. He later 
earned a J.D. from Tulane University School 
of Law, and an LL. M. in Ocean and Coastal 
Law from the University of Miami School of 
Law. A longtime resident of Herndon, Virginia 
is his home. 

In 1971, Captain Baggett began his dedi-
cated service to our nation as a commissioned 
officer in the U.S. Navy. During the next 30 
years, Captain Baggett served on active duty 
in a wide variety of roles, traveling throughout 
the United States and overseas. His assign-
ments included two tours as a Supply Corps 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:19 Jan 05, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A04JA8.005 E04JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T09:23:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




