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officer, including service onboard USS Rich
(DD 820); Naval Legal Service Office, Jacksonville, Florida; Commander, Middle East
Force; Commander, Iceland Defense Force;
Commander, Sixth Fleet; Navy Office of Legislative Affairs; and the Joint Staff Strategic
Plans and Policy Directorate. Later in his career he served as Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate General for International Law; as
Counsel for National Security to the Deputy
Attorney General of the United States; as Staff
Judge Advocate for the Commander in Chief,
U.S. Atlantic Fleet; as Commanding Officer,
Naval Legal Service Office, Norfolk, Virginia;
and as Director of the Legislation Division in
the Office of Legislative Affairs.
Following his retirement from active duty in
December 2000, Captain Baggett continued
his superlative service to the Navy as a civilian, serving for another sixteen years as Deputy Director of the International and Operational Law Division in the Office of the Judge
Advocate General in the Pentagon. In that
role, he has been a constant champion of our
national interests in the areas of law of the
sea and freedom of navigation.
His support to our national security cannot
be overstated. Captain Baggett’s expertise
and understanding of the complexities of the
law of the sea and the law of armed conflict
are without equal in the U.S. government. As
the Armed Forces confronted myriad diverse
challenges, he delivered sage counsel to the
Department of the Navy, facilitating our ability
to conduct naval operations. His profound
knowledge and experience directly improved
the ability to the sea services to fulfil their missions throughout the world.
For his outstanding service to our nation,
Captain Baggett earned numerous awards, including the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, Navy
Achievement Medal, Navy Distinguished Civilian Service Award, Navy Superior Civilian
Service Award, and Navy Meritorious Civilian
Service Award.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join in
commending Captain Baggett for his commitment to our country and the sacrifices he
made on its behalf. On the occasion of his retirement from the federal service, I thank him
and his family for his honorable service to our
nation and wish him fair winds and following
seas as he concludes a distinguished career.
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Marina Fraser for her 13 years of exemplary public service on the Half Moon Bay City
Council, including three years as mayor of this
picturesque coastal town that I am very proud
to represent in Congress. Marina has been a
tireless advocate for coastside residents, in
particular children and seniors. I am honored
to have worked with Marina for more than a
decade and to call her a close friend.
During her tenure on the council, she
served on the San Mateo County Council of
Cities, the San Mateo County Joint Powers
Authority, the San Mateo County Congestion
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Relief Alliance, the San Mateo County CityCounty Association of Governments, the San
Mateo County Emergency Operations Center,
and the Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside.
Marina was instrumental in restoring Half
Moon Bay’s fiscal health. The Great Recession combined with a multi-million dollar land
use settlement put the city at the brink of
bankruptcy. Through strategic decisions, collaboration and meticulous work, Marina and
her fellow councilmembers managed to balance the budget and placed the city on solid
financial footing. Today, Half Moon Bay is a
thriving community and destination for people
from all over the Bay Area and the country.
Main Street is filled with a wide variety of
small businesses and restaurants. It even features bike racks to make it user-friendly for
bicyclists and pedestrians. Marina deserves
credit for obtaining the funds for the racks.
Soon, Half Moon Bay will have a state-ofthe-art library, thanks in large part to Marina’s
tenacious work. First considered in 2000, Half
Moon Bay finally celebrated the library’s
ground breaking this summer. It will provide
much needed community space and bring Silicon Valley technology to the coast to prepare
the next generation for 21st century jobs. It
may be called the Half Moon Bay library but
in my mind it will also be called the Marina
Fraser Half Moon Bay Library.
Marina also worked hard with my office and
state and local agencies to replace the crumbling Pilarcitos Creek Bridge with a beautiful
aluminum and cedar plank bridge in the winter
of 2015 while she was mayor. She was one of
many important negotiators in a very creative
and complicated program that became locally
known as the Three-Way Land Swap. It involved an exchange of properties between the
City of Half Moon Bay, San Mateo County and
Peninsula Open Space Trust and resulted in
restoration of a recreation field, the creation of
affordable senior housing, and the preservation of bluff tops as open space.
You can surmise from these accomplishments that Marina, a learning and development consultant by training, is not afraid to
take on difficult and large projects and to see
them through. Marina is a person who doesn’t
give up. Even if she is defeated, she will try
again. She first ran for the city council in 2001
and lost. I wrote her a letter encouraging her
to run again, reminding her that Abraham Lincoln ran and lost many times before he succeeded. Sure enough, she won her seat on
the council in 2003 and has served the residents of the coastside very well.
In addition to her council duties, Marina is
always looking for ways to give back to the
community and improve the lives of others.
She has created activities and services for
youths and seniors and volunteered with
Friends of the Library, the Half Moon Bay
Spanish Town Historical Society, and the Cougar Boosters.
Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of the
House of Representatives to join me in honoring the public service of Councilmember and
Mayor Marina Fraser on the Half Moon Bay
City Council. While she may be leaving the
council, her contributions will continue to
shape life on the coastside for years to come
and I have no doubt that she will remain an
important voice in our community.
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Lieutenant Eric Starnes on his
well-earned retirement from the Euless Police
Department in the city of Euless, Texas, after
twenty-three years of dedicated service.
Starnes’ distinguished career with the Euless Police Department began in 1993 after
completing his Bachelor of Science degree in
Criminal Justice at Sam Houston State University and the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office Academy for his police certification. Additionally, while serving as an officer, Starnes
was able to pursue a number of advanced degrees and certifications, including a Master’s
in Public Administration from the University of
North Texas and a Juris Doctor degree from
Texas Wesleyan School of Law. Starnes is
also a member of the State Bar of Texas.
In his time as an officer, Starnes has served
as a Field Training Officer, K–9 Officer, and a
member of the Euless Police Tactical Unit. He
has received over 2,500 hours of in-service
police training which consisted of a variety of
courses in patrol, criminal investigation, K–9
criminal interdiction, police instructor training,
and police supervision. He received his Basic
Police Certification in 1993, Intermediate Police Certification in 1998, Advanced Police
Certification in 1999, and his Masters Police
Certification in 2001. In addition to these certifications, Starnes has received over forty
commendations for professionalism and exemplary service to his community.
Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
the tireless efforts that Lieutenant Eric Starnes
has made in contribution to the safety and security of the City of Euless. I ask all of my distinguished colleagues to join me in congratulating Eric Starnes on his many years of service.
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Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Thelma Sias, Vice President of
Local Affairs for WE Energies, who is retiring
on January 4, 2017. She has served the organization with distinction for over 31 years, beginning in 1986.
Thelma was born in rural Mayersville, Mississippi, growing up during the civil rights-era.
Her father was a farmer. Her mother was a
schoolteacher, farmer, and restauranteur. She
is one of 11 children, all of whom graduated
from college or technical college. Thelma Sias
received an academic scholarship to Clark
College in Atlanta where she ultimately received her degree. In 1976, Ms. Sias came to
Wisconsin to work as the Supervisor of the
Ethnic Heritage Recruitment Center for the
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, making
the Badger State her new home.
Ms. Sias spent most of her career making
an extraordinary impact on people in Wisconsin by seeking common ground and finding
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