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solutions. Over the years, she has sat on at
least a dozen boards, including the Zoological
Society of Milwaukee, Children’s Hospital and
Health System Foundation, Milwaukee Public
Library Foundation, and the Milwaukee Area
Workforce Investment Board. Thelma was
paid to do what naturally was a part of her
core: making connections and fostering rela-
tionships. It is also why she has been such an
asset to WE Energies in serving their interests
in a manner that supports the communities
dear to my heart. In her position, she was able
to help establish connections between people
in need and those who can help through the
corporation’s separate, nonprofit arm, Wis-
consin Energy Foundation, which has invested
$130 million into Wisconsin and Michigan
communities since 1982.

Ms. Sias has a natural gift for connecting
people, which she has to move the powerful to
invest both financially and emotionally in eco-
nomically distressed communities in a way
that fosters sustainable solutions to problems.
| am grateful to have had the opportunity to
know and work with her for so many years.
Thelma is political, but, more importantly, she
is knowledgeable and she cares. She has re-
mained an integral part of the community,
maintaining her residence and remaining
deeply committed to the Johnsons Park neigh-
borhood community in central city Milwaukee.
In addition to all her work with the Foundation
and the community, she has found time to be
a fixture in every presidential campaign from
Carter to Obama. | join her friends and hus-
band of over 30 years, Stephen Adams, in
congratulating her on her well-earned retire-
ment. | wish her much success as she transi-
tions into a different phase of her life.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Thelma
Sias and | am proud to call her friend. The citi-
zens of the Fourth Congressional District and
the State of Wisconsin are privileged to have
someone of her ability and dedicated service
working on their behalf for so many years.
Thelma, | thank you for all that you have
done. | am honored for these reasons to pay
tribute to Thelma Sias.

——————
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Joseph Silva for his 20 years of service on the
Colma City Council, two of them as vice
mayor. At 1,400 residents, Colma is the small-
est town in San Mateo County on the San
Francisco Peninsula. While Colma is best
known as the City of Souls because it is home
to 16 cemeteries, locals will point out its archi-
tectural charm created by Spanish-Mediterra-
nean motifs, its modem infrastructure, includ-
ing a BART station, and its central location
that makes it easily accessible from anywhere
in the Bay Area. Colma is a small town where
residents and businesses happily coexist.

Joe Silva has been instrumental in creating
or restoring the town’s iconic buildings and
structures. During his tenure, the town built
the 5,500 square foot Colma Community Cen-
ter that houses the restored historical museum
and railroad depot, the Sterling Park Recre-
ation Center and the Colma Police Depart-
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ment. He is also heavily involved in keeping
the current renovation of the historic Town
Hall on track.

Councilmember Silva and his fellow
councilmembers are always striving to main-
tain a harmonious balance between old and
new. Brick paved residential streets with orna-
mental street lights coexist with Interstate 280.
The historic Town Hall and Community Center
coexist with the modern Metro Center and
Serramonte Shopping Center.

While on the council, Joe served on the
Grand Boulevard Task Force, the Peninsula
Clean Energy Board of Directors, and the C/
CAG Board of Directors. He cares deeply
about his community and improving the quality
of life for everyone.

Joe has a “roll up your sleeves” and “can
do” attitude. This was evident during the re-
cession that started in 2008 when he helped
strengthen the town’s retail base by finding
ways to entice people to shop at Colma’s
businesses and car dealerships. He collabo-
rated with the Daly City-Colma Chamber of
Commerce to think outside the box and come
up with creative ideas. Joe’s optimism and de-
termination were instrumental in guiding his
home town through one of the most chal-
lenging times since the Great Depression.

Joe also finds time to volunteer for good
causes such as the Lutheran Hope School in
Daly City, Habitat for Humanity, the North Pe-
ninsula Food Pantry and Dining Center of Daly
City, and Club Dust, an organization building
homes for extremely poor families in Mexico.
He has participated eight times in the AIDS/
LifeCycle Ride to End AIDS, a seven-day, 545
mile bike ride from San Francisco to Los An-
geles that raises money and awareness for
HIV and AIDS. If you do the math, that's 4,360
miles. For his continued dedication to the
AIDS ride, he received the distinguished San
Mateo County Mayors’ Diversity Award in
2012.

Joe grew up in the Bay Area and attended
Jefferson High School in Daly City. He moved
to Colma 30 years ago and has lived here
ever since with his wife, Cynthia. They have
raised two daughters, Sandra and Nicole.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing Councilmember Joseph Silva for two
decades of service to the residents of Colma.
While he is leaving the council, | have no
doubt he will remain an active member of our
community for many years to come.

———
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Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Calman Cohen on his
retirement after a distinguished and productive
career. Dr. Cohen built on his public service at
the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative
and the Senate by leading the Emergency
Committee for American Trade for many
years, an organization of leading U.S. compa-
nies with a mission to support economic
growth through the expansion of international
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trade and investment. He has effectively rep-
resented his member companies by working
with Members of Congress and many Admin-
istrations on a broad range of trade and in-
vestment issues, including all major trade
agreements during his tenure as well as Trade
Promotion Authority. He has vigorously de-
fended the needs of U.S. companies and their
employees as they strive to compete in to-
day’s global marketplace, achieve market ac-
cess for their exports, and create jobs here at
home.

| send my best wishes to him, and his wife
Susan, who is always by his side, during his
retirement.
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Sun Valley Elementary School
which was selected as a 2016 National Blue
Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of
Education in recognition for its Exemplary
High Performance as one of the top schools in
the nation as measured by state and national
assessments. This highly competitive award
reflects outstanding academic achievement
and the highest caliber of professional service,
and family and community engagement.

With over 500 students from a variety of so-
cioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds, Sun
Valley Elementary School offers comprehen-
sive educational programs that academically
challenge and instill a joy of learning in its stu-
dents and ensures every child has the skills
and knowledge to reach their full potential.

Mr. Speaker, this hard-earned distinction re-
flects a true community success. From the
“Super Star” students and their families, to the
staff and administrators and the extended
community, Sun Valley Elementary School has
developed an education model for the state
and nation, empowering students of today to
be the problem-solvers, inventors, and pio-
neers of tomorrow. Please join me in con-
gratulating Sun Valley Elementary School on
this impressive achievement.
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Councilman David Canepa who is leaving the
city council of Daly City to assume a new po-
sition as a member of the San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors from District 5. David’s
service to Daly City began in the fateful year
of 2008 when he was first elected to the coun-
cil.

As we all know, 2008 and the next few
years were financially difficult for many Ameri-
cans. The budget of Daly City was not spared
this stress. Working with his colleagues, David
helped craft budgets that were balanced and
that included difficult choices, including a re-
duction in city hall work days, while preserving
essential life, health and safety services.
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