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community and destination for people from all
over the Bay Area and the country. Main
Street is a colorful collection of artisan stores,
sustainable restaurants and small hotels. Signature events, such as the Pumpkin Festival,
Farm Day, Nights of Light, the Seafood Festival, and Pacific Coast Dream Machines,
show off the best that Half Moon Bay has to
offer.
In addition to his duties on the council, John
served on the Regional Water Quality Control
Board for 21 years, 13 of them as chair, having been appointed by four California governors. He is also a former member and chair
of the Coastside County Water District Board,
former chair of the Society of American Florists Government Relations Committee, former
member of the Secretary of Agriculture’s Special Committee to streamline management of
the USDA, and a past president and current
member of the San Mateo County Farm Bureau. He still serves on the U.S. EPA’s Local
Government Advisory Committee, the Agricultural Technical Advisory Committee for Fruits
and Vegetables, and the California Agricultural
Education Foundation.
With his council duties and the additional
volunteer work, it is somewhat of a miracle
that Farmer John still manages to do his day
job. He is the owner of Daylight Farms and
John’s Pumpkin Farm in Half Moon Bay. He
and his wife of 47 years, Eda, are also fixtures
at the Half Moon Bay Farmers Market every
week. I’ve had the pleasure of seeing John’s
connection to the land when he is tending to
his pumpkins, produce and chickens in his
fields. Not only does he grow beautiful decorative pumpkins that my office purchases for my
annual senior conference, he also grows monster pumpkins that he enters into the World
Champion Pumpkin Weigh-Off in Half Moon
Bay.
John and Eda are true stewards of our planet. They were honored with the U.S. EPA’s
Presidential Volunteer Service Award for their
leadership in sustainable, urban agriculture
and with the Agriculture Water Quality Alliance
award for exemplary efforts to protect water
quality within the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.
John was born in Palo Alto in 1946 and
served in the U.S. Navy from 1963 to 1966.
He graduated from the FBI Citizens Academy
in 2007.
Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of the
House of Representatives to join me in recognizing John Muller for his dedication to public
service and his lifelong commitment to our
community and country. John is a man with a
big heart who loves to share. He deeply cares
for all the people on the coast and quietly and
with great humility helps them out in any way
he can—no fanfare, no attribution. He is a true
Good Samaritan and a one of a kind leader.
How lucky we have been to have him in elected office for a decade. I admire him and Eda
more than they will ever know.
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of Steven (Steve) Kinsey as he re-
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tires from the Marin County Board of Supervisors after serving the people residing in the
Fourth District, and Marin County, with exceptional distinction for nearly 20 years. Throughout his tenure, Supervisor Kinsey has been
steadfast and passionate in his pursuit of social equity, protection of the agricultural landscape and historic ranching community in
West Marin, and improved transportation infrastructure and services, among many other
noble causes. Most importantly, he has been
productive through the decades, accomplishing many victories for the people and
places of Marin.
Born in Wilmington, Delaware in 1952, Supervisor Kinsey earned his B.A. in Architecture
from Arizona State University. He moved to
Forest Knolls in 1978 where he raised a family, owned and operated his own design/build
business for 18 years, and volunteered in the
community. As a member of the Marin Conservation League Board of Directors, he was
recognized for promoting water conservation
strategies and advocating for a Bayland Corridor to increase protections for bayside wetlands. A stalwart public school advocate, he
secured for the Lagunitas School District funds
for facilities improvements and school-based
health and support services for its students
and families.
Elected to the Board of Supervisors in 1996,
Supervisor Kinsey took office on January 7,
1997, and served for five terms, representing
all of the coastal areas of Marin County as
well as several bay side communities. As an
elected official, including five times as Board
President, he focused on watershed and fishery restoration, sustainable agriculture, the integration of transportation and land use planning, and sound fiscal management. He championed the needs of children and families, and
has worked closely with communities of color
to reduce the barriers to equal opportunity.
He served on the boards of numerous organizations including the Board of the Marin Agricultural Land Trust, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, Marin Transit, and the
Transportation Authority of Marin, which he
chaired from 1998 to 2011. He joined the California Coastal Commission in 2011, was its
chairman three times, and served on the
board of the California State Coastal Conservancy.
Under his leadership, Marin has become a
national leader in biking and walking, including
Safe Routes to School, and established the
Bay Area Ridge Trail. During thirteen years as
Chair of Marin’s Transportation Authority and
Congestion Management Agency, Supervisor
Kinsey led Marin’s efforts to improve mobility
along the 101 corridor and throughout his district. Drawing on his consensus-building skills,
he secured community support and funding for
voter-highway improvements in the Twin Cities
area, and extending the Sonoma Marin Area
Rapid Transit (SMART) train to the ferry.
It has been my honor and pleasure to join
with Supervisor Kinsey to solve significant and
complex community issues. From defeating
the proposed expansion of Death Row at San
Quentin State Prison in 2011, to procuring affordable housing in surplused U.S. Coast
Guard facilities in West Marin, to crafting a
long-term solution to traffic congestion in Muir
Woods and Muir Beach, to fighting to protect
continued historic ranching families in Point
Reyes National Seashore, and to ensuring the
upcoming SMART system reaches its in-
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tended breadth of service up and down the
line, Supervisor Steve Kinsey has been a tireless strategic and practical thinker, and an effective civic representative.
Steve Kinsey’s legacy is one of dedicated
service to the environment and health and
well-being of Marin County. Please join me in
congratulating him on his retirement, expressing deep appreciation for his long and exceptional career and outstanding contributions
throughout the County, and wishing him well
in his next adventure.
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Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
our Nation’s and the State of Louisiana’s Vietnam veterans, I introduce Louisiana House
Concurrent Resolution 43.
This resolution recognizes November 13,
2013 through November 11, 2025, as the
commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the
Vietnam War. It is important that we recognize
our Nation’s heroes who served with valor and
honor through this long war, which in many
ways defined an entire generation of Americans. By the end of the Vietnam War, nearly
3 million American servicemen and servicewomen had served within the borders of Vietnam in some capacity. We would like to take
this time to honor all Vietnam veterans and,
especially, the more than 58,000 patriots who
paid the ultimate sacrifice during this difficult
and painful period of war.
Of the millions of Vietnam veterans who
served our country, over 106,000 reside in my
home State of Louisiana. Though we remain
thankful for all of those who have served our
great Nation, we would like to take this time to
remember the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War. It is important that we honor our
veterans while they are still alive so that they
can take honor for the sacrifices and know
that they do not go unnoticed.
HCR NO. 43 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
To recognize November 13, 2013, through
November 11, 2025, as the commemoration of
the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War.
Whereas, in observance of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War, it is important
as a nation and state that we reflect upon
the valor of a generation that served with
honor and although long and controversial in
nature, this war in many ways defined an entire generation of Americans; and
Whereas, although American involvement
in the conflict of Vietnam spanned several
decades and presidencies, the ground offensive officially began in March of 1965, with
the deployment of 2,500 Marines and by the
end of that year, nearly 200,000 American
troops were in Vietnam. The strength of the
Allied Armed Forces peaked at 543,482 troops
during the Vietnam war; and
Whereas, we draw inspiration from our
Louisiana heros who suffered unspeakable
tragedies. Approximately 153,303 veterans
suffered nonmortal wounding, 14 were held as
Prisoners of War, and 24 remain unaccounted
for; and
Whereas, by the official end of the Vietnam
War in April of 1975, nearly three million
American servicemen and women had been
on the ground, in the air, on the rivers, and
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at sea within Vietnam’s borders serving in
some capacity during the conflict. As a
grateful nation, we honor more than 58,000
patriots who paid the ultimate sacrifice during this difficult and painful period; and
Whereas, of the 7,391,000 Vietnam veterans,
the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs estimates that roughly 106,148 reside
in Louisiana. In the half century since the
official beginning of the Vietnam War, our
nation has grappled with the sensitive effects of this struggle which accompanies all
wars. Yet, we remain thankful to those who
fought in this conflict and honor the legacy
of service that they built; and
Whereas, the freedom and liberties we are
blessed to enjoy today are a direct result of
the courage, devotion, and sacrifice of the
members of our Armed Forces. We are grateful for their brave service and draw inspiration and pride from all that they are; therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
hereby recognizes November 13, 2013, through
November 11, 2025, as the commemoration of
the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War.
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Mary Ann Nihart for her eight years of service
on the Pacifica City Council. Her tireless commitment to her community has improved this
wonderful coastal town for residents and visitors alike. Her service even helped shine a national spotlight on Pacifica. I am proud to
count Mary Ann as a constituent, colleague
and friend.
Mary Ann was first elected to the council in
2008 and served as mayor in 2011 and 2014.
She was also the C/CAG representative to
Pacifica, the Fog Fest Liaison, and she served
on the North Coast County Fire JPA. Her
council committee assignments included the
Financing City Services committee, Economic
Development, the Beautification Advisory
Committee, and the Articulation Committee.
Pacifica’s quality of life was greatly improved
through her representation on the San Mateo
County Transportation Authority and at the Association of Bay Area Governments.
As mayor, Mary Ann re-instituted Mayor’s
Walks to personally connect local business
owners with the city government and city staff.
She also reinstated the Economic Development Committee to develop an economic plan
for Pacifica. She helped her town receive
transportation funding for shuttle services and
street paving. She initiated and led the Beautification Task Force which designated 25 sites
for make-overs. To date, nine of them have
been completed. Among her proudest accomplishments was a city-wide effort to have
Pacifica designated as one of the most scenic
cities in America. The town was one of six finalists in the country.
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Another of Mary Ann’s priorities has been
environmental protection. She initiated the
process to designate Pedro Point Headlands
as a priority conservation area and worked to
complete the coastal trail from Pacifica to Devil’s Slide, a San Mateo County Park with some
of the country’s most phenomenal ocean bluff
views. She helped ban plastic bags and foam
containers in Pacifica and supported protections for the Western Snowy Plover, a tiny
shore bird listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.
During her tenure, Mary Ann continually
strove to bring community members together
and to heal divides. This may be explained by
the outstanding professional experience she
brought to the council. Mary Ann is the Clinical
Director and Chief Nurse of Mental Health
Services at the San Francisco Veterans Affairs
Health Care System. She holds a BSN and
two Masters degrees in Nursing and in Clinical
Psychology. Her passion to help veterans is
noteworthy. There are thousands of veterans
who owe their mental health in part to her
management of outstanding psychiatric mental
health treatment at our VA. Through her efforts and those of her colleagues, lives are
saved each year. Mary Ann is also an Associate Clinical Professor at the University of
California, San Francisco, and a past president of the American Psychiatric Nurses Association which honored her with the Psychiatric
Nurse of the Year Award in 2012.
Mary Ann speaks nationally and internationally on the integration of biology into psychiatric nursing care, crisis intervention and
de-escalation. She brought those skills to the
coast after two tragic police shootings of mentally ill individuals in Pacifica and neighboring
Half Moon Bay. She worked with local law enforcement to provide additional education and
to amend the training for officers encountering
mentally ill individuals in violent situations.
As you can surmise from this long yet incomplete list of accomplishments, Mary Ann
Nihart is incredibly capable and gets things
done. She will retire from the city council due
to a flaw in federal law that I intend to fix. I for
one will miss working with her on issues that
connect local and federal jurisdictions, such as
human trafficking, sea level rise and veterans’
health.
Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of the
House of Representatives to join me in honoring an outstanding professional and public
servant who has left her mark on the community she loves. A leader with a big heart and
a welcoming smile, Mary Ann Nihart’s work is
tightly woven into the fabric of Pacifica, a
coastal community that I am very fortunate to
represent.
f

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a system for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-

PO 00000

Frm 00008

Fmt 0626

Sfmt 0634

January 4, 2017

mittees, subcommittees, joint committees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Committee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.
As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this information, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.
Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
January 5, 2017 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s record.
MEETINGS SCHEDULED
JANUARY 10
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine civilian
control of the Armed Forces.
SH–216
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the nomination of Jeff Sessions, of Alabama, to be
Attorney General, Department of Justice.
SR–325
10 a.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations
To
hold
hearings
to
examine
backpage.com’s facilitation of online
sex trafficking.
SD–342
JANUARY 11
9:30 a.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
To continue hearings to examine the
nomination of Jeff Sessions, of Alabama, to be Attorney General, Department of Justice.
SR–325
10 a.m.
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine the nomination of Betsy DeVos, of Michigan, to be
Secretary of Education.
SD–430
10:15 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
To hold hearings to examine the nomination of Elaine L. Chao, to be Secretary
of Transportation.
SR–253
2 p.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomination of General John F. Kelly, USA
(Ret.), to be Secretary of Homeland Security.
SD–342
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