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growth agenda under new leadership on 
the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue. 

In God We Trust. 
f 

FUNDING OUR PORTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, during 
this last Presidential election year, 
there was a tremendous amount of dis-
cussion about the Nation’s infrastruc-
ture and the need for investment to 
make America more competitive and 
move goods and our citizens more effi-
ciently. 

There wasn’t a lot of particular dis-
cussion about ports, but they are an in-
credibly important part of our infra-
structure. More than $470 billion of ex-
ports went through America’s ports. 
Three-quarters of our exports are wa-
terborne through these ports around 
the United States. 

Now, the Corps of Engineers says 
that, of our 59 busiest ports depicted 
here, they are fully available less than 
35 percent of the time, and that is even 
before we begin to deal with the larger 
cargo ships that are going to be coming 
through the expanded Panama Canal to 
the Southeast and other ports in the 
United States, and that is because of a 
lack of funding. 

Now, obviously, that is a very dif-
ficult problem. We are estimating 
about a $20 billion shortfall over the 
next 10 years in funding. Where, oh 
where, could Congress find that 
money? Actually, we already have it. 

Now, Congress, in its wisdom in 1986, 
with the cooperation and consent of 
shipping interests, imposed a tax, an ad 
valorem tax, on the value of imports. It 
is a very small tax, but it adds slightly 
to the cost of any good that any Amer-
ican buys every day that is imported. 

Now, Americans are paying the tax 
and Congress is stealing the money. 
Yep, that is true—for stupid purposes, 
no less. We are pretending to make the 
deficit smaller by collecting twice as 
much tax as we invest in our ports. 

Meantime, we are forgoing the in-
vestment that is needed in those ports 
to become even more efficient and 
more competitive in the world econ-
omy. Congress is collecting the tax, yet 
the Budget Committee and the appro-
priators here in the Republican House 
are saying: Let’s hide that money over 
here. We will put it in the Treasury 
harbor maintenance trust fund. Don’t 
worry. It’s there. Some day we might 
spend it. 

Nine billion dollars today—$9 bil-
lion—that would address half of the 
long-term shortfall in our ports. This 
could be an incredible boon for ship-
pers, for American competitiveness, 
and for jobs in this country. We don’t 
have to levy a new tax. All we have to 
do is spend the tax that is being col-
lected from the American people by 
jacking up the price of imported goods 
for the purpose for which it is lawfully 
intended. 

Now, the appropriators don’t like it 
because, hey, they don’t get to mess 
around with it, and the Budget Com-
mittee doesn’t like it because that 
means they either have to look like 
they have another half a billion dollars 
a year of deficit or they would have to 
raise some funds somewhere else to 
spend somewhere else. 

But the point is this money should be 
spent as intended. So today I am send-
ing a letter to President-elect Trump. 
He has said time and time again he 
wants to invest in our infrastructure. 
Obviously, it is going to be a little 
longer term before we get to surface 
because we are going to have to raise 
additional revenues there to deal with 
our crumbling roads, bridges, and tran-
sit systems. 

But for our ports, we don’t have to 
wait. Day one, he can send a message 
to Congress saying: Hey, get off your 
butts down there and spend that money 
for the purpose for which the tax was 
collected. Stop gouging the American 
taxpayers and shorting our ports. 

It’s time to do things a little dif-
ferently around here, and I am hopeful 
that the President perhaps will tweet 
about this and get some action out of 
the Republican majority like he did 
yesterday in reversing them on a rath-
er drastic change to the rules of the 
House. 
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RELIEF FROM EXCESSIVE 
EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBSTER of Florida). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Missouri 
(Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, for the 
past 8 years, President Barack Obama 
has used his pen and phone to create a 
fourth branch of government that over-
reaches through executive orders and 
Federal rules and regulations. But 
today is a new day—a day when this 
Congress begins to dismantle this 
fourth branch of government and drain 
the swamp in Washington. 

Through the entirety of this Presi-
dent’s administration, Republicans 
have fought against out-of-control 
growth of Federal bureaucracy and 
rules and regulations that have suffo-
cated the American economy. The last 
time I checked, the President’s job was 
to enforce existing laws and work with 
the elected Members of Congress whose 
responsibility it is to pass laws as the 
people’s representatives. Instead, I be-
lieve he has undermined not only our 
Constitution but also the American 
people through this executive power 
grab. 

It is time to get rid of the Wash-
ington-knows-best, top-down, one-size- 
fits-all rules like the EPA’s waters of 
the U.S., the Clean Power Plan, the De-
partment of Labor’s overtime rule and 
restrictions on your retirement sav-
ings. These regulations have con-
sequences, and what these bureaucrats 
do have, consequences. In 2015 alone, 
the Federal Government leveled 3,400 

regulations on Americans. Those regu-
lations cost us $1.9 trillion in lost pro-
ductivity and growth—a cost of $15,000 
per American household. 

Now, for the first time during my 
tenure serving the Second Congres-
sional District of Missouri, Congress 
has a unique opportunity. This week 
we will pass a bill that I have had the 
pleasure of cosponsoring and voted for 
twice before—the REINS Act, and I ex-
pect it to become law. The REINS Act 
puts power back in the hands of the 
people as Congress—the people’s 
House—can implement an up-or-down 
vote on any new major rule before they 
can take effect. Congress should decide 
what rules are necessary for our con-
stituents—not unelected bureaucrats. 

We will also pass this week the Mid-
night Rules Relief Act which will allow 
Congress to stop the Obama adminis-
tration’s last minute regulations from 
taking effect as they turn out the 
lights and head out the door. 

The American people spoke loud and 
clear: They want results. They are 
tired of working harder for less money 
and tired of wondering how they will 
make ends meet at the end of every 
month. They have had enough and are 
tired of the constant chipping away of 
their freedoms. 

Taken together, these two bills clear-
ly demonstrate that this Republican 
Congress is unified and will work with 
President-elect Trump to help alleviate 
the day-to-day burdens felt by Ameri-
cans across the country. By passing 
these bills, we are demonstrating that 
we are listening to our constituents 
and we are telling them that their 
elected representatives are in charge, 
not Washington bureaucrats. 
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DON’T ABANDON AMERICANS IN 
NEED OF HEALTH CARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share the story of Mary and 
her son, two of my constituents from 
the Lakeview community of Chicago. 
Mary wrote to me on her son’s behalf, 
expressing their deep appreciation for 
the Affordable Care Act and what the 
law has meant for their family. 

In 2001, Mary’s son was diagnosed 
with a rare autoimmune disease called 
Addison’s disease. It occurs when your 
body produces insufficient amounts of 
certain hormones produced by your ad-
renal glands. When left untreated, 
Addison’s disease can be life-threat-
ening. 

At the time of his diagnosis, Mary’s 
son was fully insured through his em-
ployer. Then, in 2011, Mary’s son left 
his employer to pursue the American 
Dream of entrepreneurship and start a 
small business on his own. Leaving his 
employer to bravely chase the Amer-
ican Dream meant leaving behind his 
insurance coverage, too. He did not an-
ticipate being denied coverage due to a 
preexisting condition. 
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