January 4, 2017

School band continues to represent
themselves with determination and
dedication that make all Arkansans
proud. As a long time friend and sup-
porter of all things for Central High,
congratulations. I look forward to fol-
lowing the band’s continued success.
——

WE CAN REBUILD TRUST

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, our
Constitution lists few, if specific,
qualifications for the office we now
hold. Article I, section 2 states that we
must be at least 25 years old, we must
have been a citizen for the past 7 years,
and we must live in the State we rep-
resent.

In ‘““The Federalist Papers,” Alex-
ander Hamilton and James Madison
wrote that ‘“Under these reasonable
limitations, the door of this part of the
federal government is open to merit of
every description, whether native or
adoptive, whether young or old, and
without regard to poverty or wealth, or
to any particular profession of reli-
gious faith.”

In a phrase, our body is to represent
the American people in all of its opin-
ions, complexities, and riches; and I be-
lieve we do. For in a free nation such
as ours, no single person can represent
the people as a whole. In this body, I
proudly work with colleagues on the
left and the right, from every region
and State, people who profess different
faiths, have had different careers, and
embody the experiences of the Amer-
ican people. No gathering in this Na-
tion is more like its people than in this
House. We are joined together in rep-
resenting not only our constituents but
our country.

Mr. Speaker, we now have a high and
honorable task set before us. First, we
must take our practical principles that
we have built up by the hard experi-
ence of generations who have come be-
fore us, and we must apply them to a
changing future. Our mission is not to
return to the past, nor to destroy it,
but rather to build upon it.

And then we must direct the desires
of the people into action. Millions of
Americans long ignored have rejected a
future of limits and slow decline. We
have heard their voices. But history
will not judge us by how well we hear
but how well we act.

The unemployment rate has steadily
declined and ticked down to 4.9 per-
cent, but what is more important is
that our labor participation rate is
only 62.7 percent. Outside of the Obama
years, that is the lowest labor force
participation rate since 1978.

The reason our unemployment rate is
dropping isn’t because people are find-
ing jobs. They have no prospects for
stable and meaningful work. The
American people have unrivaled talent
and ability, but it is not being used. If
we are looking for a reason behind the
message that the American people sent
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us in November, this is a good place to
start.

And for so many who have work,
things aren’t much better. Millions of
Americans, especially those in the
heartland and struggling mneighbor-
hoods in our big cities, aren’t sharing
in America’s prosperity. In fact, the
bottom half of the economic distribu-
tion in America hasn’t felt any of the
economic growth from the 1970s on.
These people spend their whole lives
working and never have the chance to
move up.

We have had the wisdom to listen to
all of the American people, especially
those being left behind. Now let us
have the courage to lead. Let us have
the courage to define the people’s de-
sires in law. And as we go about our
daily business, Mr. Speaker, we should
remember not only that we have great
purpose, but we also have great power
loaned to us directly from the Amer-
ican people.

Our Republic, and the liberties we
hold dear at this time, are threatened
by bureaucracies, subject to no author-
ity but their own will. They cannot be
controlled by the people and are in-
creasingly unrestrained by the people’s
representatives. This is not a partisan
concern. Congress has a duty to act as
a unified body in defense of our Article
I powers because, unlike the bureauc-
racy, we are accountable to the people.

That is why I have scheduled this
House to tackle this problem starting
today through a two-step approach.
First, as I have long said, structure
dictates behavior. We need to fix the
structure in Washington that deprives
the people of their power.

Second, we will repeal specific regu-
lations that are harmful to the Amer-
ican people, costing us time, money,
and, most importantly, jobs. To begin
to get to the root of this problem, we
will pass the REINS Act that will re-
quire Congress to approve every major
regulation produced by the administra-
tive state. And unlike the bureaucracy,
if the people don’t like what they see,
they can vote us out of office.

Then next week, we will take a look
at the Regulatory Accountability Act,
which will require agencies to choose
the least costly option available and
will end judicial deference to agencies,
which puts the American people at a
disadvantage in the courtroom.

But it is not just how rules are made.
It is what rules are made too. The
President continues to unilaterally im-
pose regulations on his way out the
door. So while we haven’t yet deter-
mined what needs to be repealed first,
I expect to start with swift action on
at least the stream protection rule and
methane emissions standards, both of
which limit our energy production.

This process won’t be completed
quickly, but as we remove harmful reg-
ulations and change the structure of
Washington, draining the bureaucratic
swamp that undermines the will of the
people, we can rebuild trust between
the people and their government again.
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And not only that, within the renewed
and responsive structure of a truly rep-
resentative government, we can restore
that hope held by so many generations
before, that hope that has defined
America’s character since before our
Nation was founded. It is the American
Dream so that we and our children can
find more meaning, security, purpose,
and success than those who have come
before us.

Restoring that dream is the purpose
of this body in the 115th Congress. The
American people expect this country to
be great again. Here and now, we will
move us toward that greatness.

————

THE MEDIA COULD PLAY A
POSITIVE ROLE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the national liberal media continue to
promote a divided America. This is
largely a result of their chosen can-
didate not winning the Presidential
election. Since 91 percent of the me-
dia’s coverage of President-elect
Trump was negative, it is no surprise
that they still see America in a nega-
tive light.

But the media could play a much
more constructive role. They could re-
port the good news that Americans are
more confident about the future than
they have been in 20 years. They could
report on President-elect Trump’s abil-
ity to attract individuals of com-
petence and experience to his adminis-
tration. They could report on his fresh
approach and new ideas for, yes, mak-
ing America great again.

Let’s hope the media will put aside
their bias and give the American peo-
ple the facts, untainted by personal an-
imosity. If they do, our country will be
better for it.

——————

CONGRESS SHOULD CONDEMN U.N.
ANTI-ISRAEL RESOLUTION

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in solidarity and support for one
of America’s greatest friends and al-
lies, but one the Obama administration
has sadly abandoned in its last days in
office: the State of Israel.

Since September of 2015 alone, in
Israel, 42 people have been Kkilled in
terrorist attacks, and 602 people, in-
cluding four Palestinians, have been in-
jured. Yet, last month, the United Na-
tions Security Council felt the need to
condemn Israel with a misguided reso-
lution the United States should have
vetoed.

In fact, as long as Israel has been
part of the U.N., it has been treated
with little respect and almost openly
disdained. In 2016, there were more res-
olutions regarding Israel at the U.N.
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