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The Associated Press analyzed:

There’s one number you will almost never
hear: more than 1,030 seats. That’s the num-
ber of spots in State legislatures, Governor’s
mansions, and Congress lost by Democrats
during Obama’s Presidency. It is a statistic
that reveals an unexpected twist of the
Obama years.

The Associated Press went on to say:

The defeats have all but wiped out a gen-
eration of young Democrats, leaving the
party with limited power in statehouses and
a thin bench to challenge an ascendant GOP
majority eager to undo many of the Presi-
dent’s policies . . . but, say experts, Obama’s
tenure has marked the greatest number of
losses under any President in decades.

When it comes time to the battle of
programs, American families over-
whelmingly choose limited government
and expanded freedom over the alter-
native: Big Government and lesser free-
dom. This is clear with the failing of
ObamaCare destroying jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

Congratulations to our colleague
Congressman TED POE on his remission
under treatment of cancer. God bless
TED POE.

————

OPPOSITION TO GOP AGENDA TO
REPEAL THE AFFORDABLE CARE
ACT

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition
of the GOP agenda which will repeal
the Affordable Care Act and cause 30
million Americans to lose healthcare
coverage.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Republicans
to please examine the harm that this
will do. Because of the Affordable Care
Act, the uninsured rate in Texas has
fallen by 28 percent and still has the
largest number of uninsured Ameri-
cans, allowing 1.7 million Texans to
gain coverage.

While Texas did not expand Medicaid,
the State still benefits from many
other reforms brought by the Afford-
able Care Act. For instance, Sean, a
Ph.D. candidate in economic develop-
ment at the University of Texas at Dal-
las and his wife, Jamie, relied on the
Affordable Care Act when their son was
born prematurely and with a heart de-
fect that required surgery and a trans-
fer to another Dallas hospital. Sean
was reassured that, with his family’s
ACA marketplace plan, his newborn
son would not be denied coverage for
lifesaving treatment.

It is unconscionable to me that the
GOP refuses to look at what works and
what needs improvement in this law in-
stead of a full repeal as the only op-
tion. This will deeply harm American
families.

———

ENDING THE REGULATION NATION

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the problem of ex-
cessive government.

The United States of America, the
land of the free and the brave, a coun-
try created to provide everyone an
equal opportunity to survive and
thrive, has now become the regulation
Nation.

In my travels across the great State
of Minnesota, I have met and talked
with people from all walks of life:
farmers and manufacturers, teachers
and entrepreneurs, community bankers
and credit unions, and they are all cry-
ing out for relief from the excessive,
overly burdensome, and duplicative
regulation that is stifling growth and
stealing opportunity.

For the past 8 years, opportunity in
America has been under attack by reg-
ulations and unelected regulators from
Washington. If every American is to
have the opportunity to pursue the
American Dream, this must end. That
is why policy reforms such as the
REINS Act are so important.

Under this vital legislation, any
major rules from a Federal agency will
require congressional approval. This is
a great step to end the regulation Na-
tion. We in the people’s House must
continue to work together to make life
easier for the American people, not
more difficult.

In the 115th Congress, we must—and
we will—work with the incoming ad-
ministration to roll back excessive and
unnecessary regulation so that Amer-
ican families and businesses not only
survive but can once again thrive.

———

DON'T REPEAL THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans today have better health coverage
and health care, thanks to the Afford-
able Care Act.

The ACA has expanded and protected
coverage for millions of Americans.
More than 20 million previously unin-
sured Americans have newfound health
security, including 95 percent of Amer-
ica’s children.

I just want to mention two of my
constituents who tweeted me within
the last day or so about the ACA. One
is from Laurence Harbor. It said: ‘“The
ACA provided additional health care
for my autistic son who had aged out
on my employer’s health plan. At-
tempts in the interim to find a
healthcare plan for him were thwarted
by insurance companies that did not
want to cover him.”

Another one of my constituents from
Marlboro, New Jersey, said: The ‘“‘ACA
helped me to stay on my parent’s
healthcare for 3 years after college,
which was a huge relief in a tough job
market.”

There are so many cases, Mr. Speak-
er. I could go on all afternoon. The bot-
tom line is the Affordable Care Act is
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also controlling costs for millions of
Americans. Premium growth has
slowed over the last 6 years, compared
to the years before the ACA.

Mr. Speaker, if Republicans proceed
with repealing the ACA, they will
make America sick again. They will
rip health care away from 30 million
people and raise premiums for millions
of others.

Repealing the ACA will move us from
true care to total chaos. Republicans
are blinded to the success of the Af-
fordable Care Act. Repealing the Af-
fordable Care Act is not logical, it is
ideological, and I would strongly urge
my Republican colleagues to start
looking at this practically rather than
ideologically.

————
REMEMBERING RONNIE HAWKINS

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a dear friend, con-
stituent, and tremendous public serv-
ant in North Carolina, Cleveland Coun-
ty Commissioner Ronnie Hawkins.

Ronnie passed away right before
Christmas, after a lengthy illness, but
it wasn’t one that slowed him.
Throughout his illness, Ronnie dis-
played the same passion for helping
others he showed throughout his career
of public service.

A native of Cleveland County, Ronnie
was an Army veteran and devoted hus-
band to his wife, Libby. He was a re-
spected and compassionate funeral di-
rector, comforting families in their
time of need and grief. He took the
same type of caring and compassionate
approach to his service as one of Cleve-
land County’s longest-serving elected
officials, serving 16 years on the Cleve-
land County Commission, as well as 12
years on the Kings Mountain School
Board. He never forgot who was actu-
ally his boss at home: his constituents.

Ronnie was a dear friend, and I ex-
tend my thoughts and prayers to his
wife, Libby, his family, and his friends.

———
FEDERAL WORKERS

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr.
today to defend jobs.

In my region, Federal workers at
Olympic National Park, which brings
millions of visitors to our area, help
that park run smoothly. They provide
needed health services and care for our
veterans at local VA facilities. Federal
workers serve our Nation and help our
sailors and submariners be safe
through their work at the Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard, which has been oper-
ating for 125 years.

We should have admiration and re-
spect for the work they do. I don’t
think that this Chamber did right by
them this week. That is because the

Speaker, I rise
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