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I stand here today as a husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, and, most impor-
tantly, as someone who cherishes the
God-given right to life. In a country
founded on life and liberty, the act of
abortion should not be condoned, and it
certainly should not be subsidized.

It is fitting that the House consider
this legislation this week as we prepare
for millions of people to come to Wash-
ington, D.C., for the annual March for
Life rally where they will give a voice
to the unborn. We must work together
to move the pro-life message and pro-
life policies forward to protect those
who cannot yet speak for themselves.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
7, the No Taxpayer Funding for Abor-
tion Act, and stand up for the prin-
ciples of life and liberty.

———

AMERICA IS A COUNTRY FOR ALL
PEOPLE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
having worked for the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference and been
engaged with many of the foot soldiers
that studied under Dr. Martin Luther
King, I love and cherish nonviolent
protests and the rights for people to pe-
tition.

I hold up a beautiful and powerful
statement by way of a picture, power-
ful together, as thousands marched
across the Nation, upwards of 1 million
and maybe even more. I am particu-
larly proud of those in Houston, Texas,
and particularly ‘“Across Texas, march-
ers ‘just can’t be silent anymore.’”’

Congratulations to those who
marched safely, securely, and non-
violently. Congratulations to the Hous-
ton organizers. Yes, it is your right to
fight against the repeal of the Afford-
able Care Act, the ignoring of the fund-
ing of access to women’s health care. It
is your right to fight for educational
opportunity. It is your right to recog-
nize that we have rights as women, but
we have rights as Americans; and it is
your right to seek a nation that will be
representative of all of the people, no
matter where they come from, what
their religious background is, what re-
gions they live for.

It is beyond the wonderful Midwest
that the Nation needs to be rep-
resented. It is in the far corners of the
east and the north, yes, down in Hous-
ton, Texas, far to the west. We cannot
isolate and say we won with few votes
from this region. America is a country
for all people, and I look forward to
this Congress and this White House
representing all of us.

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS
TO GOVERNING BOARD OF THE
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL
ETHICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOHNSON of Louisiana). The Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

pursuant to section 4(c) of House Reso-
lution 5, 115th Congress, and the order
of the House of January 3, 2017, of the
following individuals to serve as the
Governing Board of the Office of Con-
gressional Ethics:

Nominated by the Speaker after con-
sultation with the minority leader:

Mr. Richard Norman ‘“‘Doc’’ Hastings,
Washington, Chairman

Mr. James M. Eagen, III, Colorado

Ms. Allison R. Hayward, Virginia

Ms. Judy Biggert, Illinois, alternate

Nominated by the minority leader
after consultation with the Speaker:

Mr. David Skaggs, Colorado,
Chairman

Brigadier General (retired) Belinda
Pinckney, Virginia

Ms. Karan English, Arizona

Mr. Mike Barnes, Maryland, alter-

Co-

nate
————
FIXING OUR NATION’S HEALTH
CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, to-
night, what I would like to do is engage
the American people on several sub-
jects. I will be speaking for quite a bit
of time tonight on the health care
issue facing America.

Mr. Speaker, before I get there, I
yield to the gentleman from Nebraska
(Mr. FORTENBERRY), a very dear friend
of mine.

WINDSWEPT PLAINS OF NEBRASKA

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
first, let me thank the chairman for
yielding, but, more importantly, for his
extraordinarily hard work as chairman
of the Rules Committee. I don’t think
a lot of people are aware just how crit-
ical his job is in shepherding and guid-
ing order in our institution here. So I
am grateful for his hard work, most
grateful for his friendship, and very
grateful for his leadership. I thank him
so much for the time.

Mr. Speaker, when Presidents give
their inaugural addresses, we are very
accustomed to lofty narratives, to vi-
sionary ideals, and to sweeping lan-
guage. But last Friday, President
Trump spoke very differently. The only
sweeping thing in the President’s
speech was his reference to the wind-
swept plains of Nebraska. Of course,
when I heard that, I perked up.

President Trump’s speech was a
striking and direct call for a new,
healthy nationalism. He spoke to the
people, about the people, and for the
people. A certain awkwardness marked
the beginning of his speech, not only
because of the initial confrontational
style from the outset, but it also began
to rain as the President started, cre-
ating a bit of an uncomfortable mo-
ment. But then the rain suddenly
stopped and his speech gained momen-
tum. He discussed, in hard terms, some
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of the stark realities we are facing and
how they might be resolved for our
country.

Mr. Speaker, we all know this, that
defining problems is an easy task, but
finding solutions is much harder. While
President Trump’s speech lacked spe-
cifics in that regard, nonetheless, there
was extraordinary power in the at-
tempt to articulate an America that
has been lost to globalized supply-side
elitism, an America that has been lost
to drugs and crime, and an America
that has systems that no longer seem
to serve all persons. It just seems that
no matter how hard individuals work,
they just can’t get ahead.

Mr. Speaker, our President’s speech
was an authoritative call for a new na-
tional unity, particularly for those for-
gotten. The idea that America can do
better, that we must do better, and
that we will do better for everyone was
clearly conveyed by President Trump.

I recognize the tone of this speech
will not have universal appeal. It was
to the point, direct, and firm. It was
not a delicate, textured speech. But the
President was clear when he declared:
“The American carnage stops right
here and stops right now.”

Mr. Speaker, we are witnessing a re-
newed and important and essential
focus on reviving America’s economy.
The multinational corporations of this
world are on notice: they cannot play
both sides of the balance sheet, being
for us and against us at the same time,
and the benefits of exchange will have
to be fair for all. Frankly, I believe this
creates possibilities, possibilities for
authentic relationships with peoples
around the world rather than a trans-
actional one. If this objective can be
achieved, it will be constructive in-
deed. A healthy American nationalism
will lead to properly ordered inter-
national engagement—for our benefit
and the benefit of others.

Mr. Speaker, when the President
spoke before the entirety of our gov-
ernment, he also spoke before the
House of Representatives. The Presi-
dent’s authoritative style, commu-
nicating the desire to devolve power
from Washington as well as Wall
Street, interestingly repositions Con-
gress to its appropriate role in gov-
erning society through the power of
the people.

Mr. Speaker, it is statistically shown
that the majority of Americans believe
that it is the job of Congress to do
whatever the President says. This is
not true. Congress is an independent,
coequal branch of government that
makes the law, which is interpreted by
the judiciary and enforced by the
President. But across Democratic and
across Republican executive adminis-
trations more and more power has been
taken by the executive and has been
ceded by Congress. This balance of
power, this necessary balance of power,
this original idea of the balance of
power, has been out of balance for 100
years, and perhaps now a realignment
begins.
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