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children are at risk of falling behind
and never catching up.

Mr. Speaker, I believe this issue
should unite this Congress. It goes
without saying that this is a time of
deep divisions in our country. My dis-
trict encompasses all aspects of Amer-
ican society, from urban to suburban
to rural. My constituents have a wide
range of beliefs and ideals. Head Start
is something that can bridge these di-
vides, and it can help children and
communities no matter where they
live.

Mr. Speaker, let’s build that bridge
and let’s bring lawmakers from all
across the country together in support
of these children, in support of Head
Start.

———
MAKE A CHOICE FOR LIFE

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, 44
years ago, because of Roe v. Wade, over
58 million children were taken from the
chance to utter the words of the psalm-
ist in Psalm 139 when he said:

For you formed my inward parts; you wove
me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks
to you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; wonderful are your works, and my
soul knows it very well. My frame was not
hidden from you, when I was made in secret,
and skillfully, wrought in the depths of the
Earth; your eyes have seen my unformed
substance; and in your book were all written
the days that were ordained for me, when as
yet there was not one of them.

Mr. Speaker, those lives were lives of
children that were created, uniquely
formed with a purpose that God only
intended. Our Nation did wrong. We
can turn from that. We can ask Him to
heal our land. And even as the psalmist
said:

Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, the
fruit of the womb is a reward.

We can again affirm that and say
that they should be given a choice—
that little girl, that little boy—making
a choice for life, and who knows what
that would do to impact our world for
the good.

——
O 1730

WOMEN’S MARCH MESSAGE OF
RESPECT AND RESISTANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. S0TO) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
wearing this pink scarf in solidarity
with so many millions of Americans
who rose up this past Saturday, wheth-
er it be in D.C., on the West Coast, East
Coast, so many cities in the Midwest,
as well as those around the world.

It is interesting. My wife and I awoke
to chanting of thousands of people. It
almost felt like the protest was in our
living room. And when we got out on
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the balcony, we saw thousands of peo-
ple who were wearing pink hats and
carrying signs and so boisterous with
hope.

Amanda and I decided we would go
down to join them. When we got to the
street, it was an amazing scene, with
the Capitol ahead of us, and so many
folks just gathered together—like-
minded—with a message of respect and
of resistance. As we tried to get to-
wards the stage as we got to The Mall
and about a mile away, we couldn’t
even get past a wall of bodies of so
many people who were there to cheer
on the message of so many great speak-
ers.

But we found our way through, even-
tually, and made it onto the stage. And
what I can tell you was just sheerly un-
imaginable: 17 blocks of Americans, of
all States, of all creeds, of all colors, of
all backgrounds, who were there with a
message.

We had some wonderful speakers that
day. We had folks from labor. We had
folks from criminal justice reform
groups. We had folks who were fighting
for reproductive rights. We had many
celebrities there, of course, and we also
had folks who cared about everything
from our economy to agriculture, to
equality, to anything you could imag-
ine, so many values that we fought for
over the last 8 years.

There is a sense that there is going
to be common ground among many of
these issues as we go forward.

American jobs, obviously, everybody
in this Chamber wants to make sure
that we protect Americans and make
sure that we have employment for ev-
eryone.

We are also going to fight for com-
mon infrastructure among all of the 50
States, and that is something that we
saw in the Senate the other day that
was presented.

We may also have some common
ground on tax reform, particularly if it
means bringing back from overseas a
lot of corporate money that certainly
would be important to go through the
same process as profits derived here.

But there is certainly, as we saw at
the speech of so many people, there
will be areas of resistance.

We care about workers’ rights. We
care about making sure that we have a
Department of Labor that will stand on
the side of working American families.

We care about having an inclusive
economy, one that will respect a higher
minimum wage; one that will fight for
more high-tech, higher paying jobs; one
that will fight for our manufacturing
base; one that will be based upon tax
cuts for the middle class, tax cuts for
folks who are working, everyday Amer-
icans, as opposed to trickle-down eco-
nomics and tax cuts for the wealthy.

It was also about health care and
about saving ACA or, at the very least,
replacing it with something that is
still going to make sure that we don’t
have 18 million Americans, according
to the CBO, losing their health insur-
ance.
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It is about making sure that we have
a Medicare system that is not going to
be block-rented out to the States as a
creative way to cut Medicaid for our
seniors and for our poor.

It is also about protecting Medicare
for our seniors who paid into it through
their whole lives and making sure it is
not privatized, as well as Social Secu-
rity, making sure that not only those
who are receiving it today, but up to
those who are millennials and beyond,
will be able to receive that benefit. We
all paid into it, and we all expect it to
be there.

But it was also about equality. Many
of our LGBT community are worried:
Are these executive orders in place
that are protecting equality in our
Federal workforce going to be contin-
ued? Is this advance, this progression,
this success in the Supreme Court and
in so many other areas of society to
have equality for the LGBT commu-
nity going to be continued onward?
There is a big doubt about that.

It is also about women’s reproductive
rights. We saw so many, including
Planned Parenthood and so many other
groups, who fought not only to protect
health care, but to protect women’s
choice, stand up and say that they
don’t want to revert back, that they
don’t want our society to revert back
on equal rights for women.

And we saw that today with the rein-
statement of the gag rule across the
Nation and the world, to encourage na-
tions to prohibit reproductive rights,
prohibit the ability to have birth con-
trol, prohibit the right to be able to ex-
ercise the right to choose.

So many of my fellow Hispanics are
worried about immigration. A simple
executive order can assure that our
DREAMers go from law-abiding stu-
dents and members of our military and
those who are applying in part of this
program to being undocumented and
being potentially even hunted down by
their government. It is about long-
term comprehensive immigration pol-
icy and reform.

So many from my district, whether it
be those who are also Hispanic or those
who are from the Caribbean in my dis-
trict, they care deeply about this. So
does our agriculture community, so
does our tourism community, so does
business in general. These are going to
be things that people are going to
stand up for, and they certainly stood
up for them during the march, along
with women’s rights, along with equal-
ity in general.

Then there is the concern about cli-
mate change and how there was a push
forward over the last 8 years and there
will be an attempt to backtrack.

I don’t have to tell everybody, from
the way the weather has been working
over the last 10 to 15 to 20 years, that
this is going to be one of the greatest
challenges of our time—and for our
kids and for our grandchildren. We do
have to do it the right way, but we
stood up to make sure that everybody
knows we cannot go back.
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