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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING MS. ELIZABETH BASILE

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with Representative HUFFMAN, rise
today to honor Ms. Elizabeth Basile and her
extraordinary life devoted to education and ac-
tivism. Her family and friends are gathered
with her today in Santa Rosa, California to
honor her years of dedicated service to our
community.

Ms. Basile is a native of Stockton, Cali-
fornia, and spent much of her early childhood
in Brooklyn, New York. At sixteen, her family
returned to California, and she spent the rest
of her adolescence in Los Angeles. After
marrying and starting a family of her own, Ms.
Basile enrolled in college at the age of thirty
and earned her Bachelor's Degree in English
and History and her Master’'s Degree in Read-
ing Specialization at California State Univer-
sity, Los Angeles.

Ms. Basile began teaching in East Los An-
geles at El Sereno Junior High School. After
her family moved to Sonoma County, she con-
tinued her teaching career at Casa Grande
High School until she retired in 1992. The
California Teachers Association recruited Ms.
Basile during her first year of teaching, and
she rose through the ranks to become Chap-
ter President of the Association of Petaluma
Teachers.

In addition to Ms. Basile’s dedication to edu-
cation, she displayed an exceptional commit-
ment to the Girl Scouts youth organization in
our community. She served as her daughter’s
troop leader for a decade, and worked as a
Camp Counselor for Kamp Konocti, a Girl
Scout Council’'s established camp, and volun-
teered at the Girl Scouts Day Camp in the
Whittier area. She proudly maintains her life-
time Girl Scouts membership to this day.

President John F. Kennedy inspired Ms.
Basile to engage in politics. She became a
Precinct Captain during his 1960 presidential
campaign, and she coordinated with several
leaders across California to organize
canvasses and phone banks. Ms. Basile has
since been involved in every presidential elec-
tion to register Democrats and get voters to
the polls, and she is one of the best known
figures in our Sonoma County political com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Basile has dedicated her
life to local activism and the betterment of chil-
dren through education and volunteer work in
our community. Therefore, it is fitting and
proper that we honor her here today.

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
Friday we commemorate Holocaust Remem-

brance Day. A day that was established by the
Israeli Parliament in 1951, to coincide with the
anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

This is a time we mourn the loss of more
than 6 million Jews and the many other vic-
tims of the Holocaust. It serves as an annual
reminder to Americans, and indeed to all hu-
manity, that we must never forget the evil that
mankind has visited upon itself.

History must serve as a template to right the
wrongs that humankind has committed. Fa-
mously said, those who do not learn from his-
tory are doomed to repeat it.

This week we must reflect on grave con-
sequences of which vilifying individuals, based
on race, religion, ideology or sexual orienta-
tion, could yield.

| encourage all those in Western New York
and across the country to join in memorializing
the victims of the Holocaust, in hope that a
tragedy of this scale is never committed again.

CONGRATULATING THE WEST OR-

ANGE-STARK MUSTANGS FOR
THEIR STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
VICTORY

HON. BRIAN BABIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the West Orange-Stark Mustangs for
winning back to back football state champion-
ships, along with their fourth state title in
school history on December 16, 2016 at AT&T
Stadium in Arlington, Texas. The task of win-
ning repeating championships and maintaining
a twenty-seven game winning streak is ex-
tremely difficult in Texas football. Not to men-
tion, West Orange-Stark is currently the twen-
ty-third high school team in Texas history to
score over eight hundred points in a season.
These young men have shown incredible per-
sistence, hard work, passion and commitment
to accomplish this feat and | applaud each
and every one of them. | would like to person-
ally recognize each one of them and their
coaches.

Players: Keyshawn Holman, Jackson Dallas,
Kentavious Miller, Dominque Tezeno, Justin
Brown, Malick Phillips, Mandel Turner-King,
Chaka Watson, Jarron Morris, Kaleb Ramsey,
Davien Teate, Ronald Carter, Jeremiah Shaw,
Kayven Cooper, Jaylen Matthews, Teshaun
Teel, Keion Hancock, Ja’Vonn Ross, Mark
Thibodeaux, Demorris Thibodeaux, Tyshon
Watkins, Ryan Baham-Heisser, Cory Skinner,
Paulino Santos, Justin Sibley, Chad Dallas,
Ryan Ragsdale, Jalen Powdrill, Ja’Qualan
Coleman, Te’ron Brown, Paul Ivory, Jerrick
Spencer, Ja’Corry Brady, Morris Joseph,
Bobby Rash, Chris Griffin, Adrik Mims, Rufus
Joseph, Anthony Giriffin, and Blake Robinson;
Superintendent: Rickie Harris; Principal: Rod
Anderson; Athletic Director/Head Coach:
Cornel Thompson; Defensive Coordinator:
Mike Pierce; Offensive Coordinator: Ed Dyer;
Assistant Coaches: Del Basinger, Terry Joe

Ramsey, Joseph Viator, Hiawatha Hickman,
Justin Trahan, Rick Butler, Russell Bottley and
Depauldrick Garrett; Athletic Trainer: Nic Tan-
ner

| wish each one of them continued success
on and off the football field. Go Mustangs!

———————

THE SWEARING IN OF SAN FRAN-
CISCO POLICE CHIEF WILLIAM
“BILL” SCOTT

HON. KAREN BASS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to con-
gratulate Chief William “Bill” Scott on his
swearing in as San Francisco Chief of Police
on January 17, 2017.

Chief Scott spent much of his career in law
enforcement in the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment. He was first appointed to the Depart-
ment in 1989, and has worked assignments
across the spectrum of police work, from pa-
trol to detective to gang intervention. He has
served LAPD in the Operations West Bureau,
Internal Affairs, Professional Standards Bu-
reau, the Office of Operations, and as Patrol
Commanding Officer and Area Commanding
Officer.

He was promoted to the rank of Com-
mander in 2012, and was assigned as the As-
sistant Commanding Officer, Operations in the
West Bureau. Prior to his selection as San
Francisco Chief of Police, Chief Scott served
as the Assistant Commanding Officer for Op-
erations in the South Bureau, which covers
much of my district.

He brings a wealth of experience to his new
role, including his service during periods when
the LAPD was under significant public scru-
tiny. Chief Scott is a graduate of the Senior
Management Institute of Policing (SMIP), and
has a Bachelor of Science degree in account-
ing.

| appreciate Chief Scott’'s commitment to
public service and his focus on community. As
he embarks on a new phase of service to the
City of San Francisco, | would like to thank
him for his work here and wish him all the
best as he undertakes his new responsibilities.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF LAWRENCE C.
MALSKI, RECIPIENT OF THE 2017
NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
COUNCIL BOY SCOUTS OF AMER-
ICA EMINENT EAGLE AWARD

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Lawrence C. Malski, who on

January 27 received the Eminent Eagle Award
from the Northeastern Pennsylvania Council
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Boy Scouts of America. The Eminent Eagle
Award recognizes an Eagle Scout from North-
eastern Pennsylvania who is a role model for
all Scouts who aspire to achieve the rank of
Eagle.

An Eagle Scout since 1966, Larry has long
been a leader in his community. Throughout
his life, he has been devoted to service and
committed to excellence. In 1972, Larry grad-
uated with the highest honors from Penn State
University with a degree in Transportation/
Traffic Management and Labor-Management
Relations. He received his Juris Doctorate
from the Temple University School of Law in
1977. Larry is admitted to the Pennsylvania
Bar, New York Bar, and admitted to practice
before the District Court in Eastern Pennsyl-
vania and Northern New York.

Larry is the President of the Pennsylvania
Northeast Regional Railroad Authority, which
manages the region’s 100-mile railroad sys-
tem. Formed in 2006, the Pennsylvania North-
east Regional Railroad Authority was estab-
lished by the merger of Lackawanna and Mon-
roe Counties’ Rail Authorities. Before the
merger, Larry served as Lackawanna County
Railroad Authority’s Executive Director and
General Counsel for twenty-two years. He also
consulted with the Monroe County Railroad
Authority, advising them on transportation
funding, policy, and administration. Throughout
his career, Larry has been a leading figure in
the effort to reinstate commuter rail in between
northern New Jersey/New York City and the
Poconos and greater Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

Larry has a long record of service to his
community. He is one of fifteen members of
the Surface Transportation Board (STB) Rail-
road-Shipper Transportation Advisory Council.
The Council often advises the Secretary of
Transportation, Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science and Transportation, House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee,
and the STB Chairman on matters of regula-
tion, policy, and legislation. Larry currently
serves as Chairman of the Pennsylvania Rail
Freight Advisory Committee. Appointed by
Governor Casey in 1989, Larry has helped
that statewide committee advise the governor,
legislature, and PennDOT on rail freight pres-
ervation and development in Pennsylvania. He
has also served on the boards of the County
of Lackawanna Transit System, the Greater
Scranton Chamber of Commerce Transpor-
tation subcommittee, the Scranton Lacka-
wanna Industrial Building Company, the
PennDOT Lackawanna/Luzerne Transpor-
tation Study Committee, the Economic Devel-
opment Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania,
the Bi-State Rail Project Technical Committee,
and Penn’s Northeast industrial development
corporation.

It is an honor to recognize Larry Malski for
upholding the values of the Boy Scouts of
America. | extend my warmest congratulations
to him for receiving the Eminent Eagle Award
for 2017.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ASIAN RE-
SOURCES INC.’S 15TH ANNUAL
LUNAR DINNER

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Asian Resources, Inc. as they cele-
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brate their 15th Annual Lunar Dinner and to-
night's honorees. As the members of Asian
Resources, Inc. mark this momentous occa-
sion, | ask all my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring them for their long history of service to
youth, immigrants, and refugees in our com-
munity.

Since 1980, Asian Resources, Inc. has
served as an invaluable organization for mem-
bers of disenfranchised communities in our re-
gion. Their work providing social services has
empowered countless individuals and families
in our region who have turned to them for sup-
port. Asian Resources, Inc. has helped individ-
uals obtain jobs, improve their language skills,
and become pro-active citizens. | am incred-
ibly grateful to have a community partner like
Asian Resources.

Tonight, Asian Resources, Inc. will also rec-
ognize community members and leaders who
have contributed to the mission of Asian Re-
sources. | would like to offer my congratula-
tions to Elaine Abelaye-Mateo, who is receiv-
ing the May O. Lee Award for her work with
Asian Resources and as one of the Founding
Committee members of their RISE fund. |
would also like to say congratulations to
Marielle Tsukamoto, who is receiving the
Community Impact Award. As the past presi-
dent of JACL, Florin Chapter, Murielle has
been a strong leader, a dedicated educator,
and a community advocate. Finally, | would
like to offer my congratulations to Sacramento
County Supervisor, Patrick Kennedy who is re-
ceiving the Community Partners Award for his
work with Asian Resources, Inc. Each of these
leaders truly makes a difference in our com-
munity every single day.

Mr. Speaker, as the members of Asian Re-
sources, Inc. celebrate their 15th Annual
Lunar Dinner and honor tonight’'s awards re-
cipients, | ask all my colleagues to join me in
honoring them for their dedication to serving
new Americans and established citizens in the
Sacramento area.

HONORING DR. AARON THORNTON

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Dr. Aaron Thornton,
whom the Napa and Solano County Medical
Societies have nominated for its Physician of
the Year Award. Dr. Thornton has worked in
our community for over 25 years. He pre-
viously worked in the Vallejo Medical Center
as a hospitalist, and now works as a general
internist in the Permanente Medical Group.

The Napa County Medical Society has
named Dr. Thornton as the Napa County Phy-
sician of the Year based on his tireless dedi-
cation to patients and the advancement of the
medical profession. Dr. Thornton exemplifies
these attributes and is very deserving of this
award and recognition.

In addition to his service to our community
as a medical health professional, Dr. Thornton
is a prolific volunteer in our community. Every
year, he can be found assisting runners in the
Napa Marathon medical area. He has served
as a local scout master and instructor with the
Boy Scouts of America. Dr. Thornton works
with Napa County’s Managing Pain Safely
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Project, which ensures that clinicians prescribe
opioids safely and appropriately.

Dr. Thornton also regularly volunteers
abroad. For the past 15 years, he has
partnered with missions in Haiti to care for
hundreds of people who live in cities without
access to hospital services. Dr. Thornton even
enlists volunteers to accompany him on these
trips and collects supplies needed to provide
important medical services to Haitians. Re-
cently, Dr. Thornton also traveled to Kenya to
provide medical training to local students.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Thornton has dedicated his
time and knowledge to the medical field and
some of the most vulnerable people in our
community and across the world. It is there-
fore fitting and proper that we honor him here
today and congratulate him on this well-de-
served award.

————

DAZZLERS AND JV CHARMS
DANCE AT BLACK TIE AND
BOOTS INAUGURAL GALA

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 30, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the lessons
learned through the advice of a mentor or
coach is often invaluable. For those involved
in dance, a director’s guidance reaches far be-
yond the performance. The leadership of a di-
rector not only improves a dancer's perform-
ance but works to instill values of hard work
and discipline. | would like to honor identical
twins from Baytown, Texas, Marisa and Larisa
Coy, for representing the state of Texas and
our country, with honor and dignity during the
Black Tie and Boots Inaugural Gala in Wash-
ington, D.C. on January 19, 2017.

Under the sisters’ direction, all state dancer
Jailene Marquez, was selected and performed
at the Black Tie and Boots Inaugural Gala.
Jailene is the captain of the Goose Creek Me-
morial High School Dazzlers. Marisa and
Larisa are the co-directors of the Dazzlers and
JV Charms. They prepared Jailene for her
performance and helped fund this once in a
lifetime trip. Their support says volumes about
their generosity and spirit.

Marisa and Larisa graduated from Ross
Sterling High School in Baytown. They contin-
ued their education at Lee Community College
then transferred to the University of Houston
where they both earned a bachelor's degree in
education. After college, they returned to their
hometown to teach math at Goose Creek
Consolidated Independent School District.

While attending college, the sisters decided
to try out for the Houston Texans cheerleading
squad. They both made the squad! Through
hard work and determination they juggled ap-
pearances, community events, charity func-
tions, and team practices for the next five
years. During this time, they had the oppor-
tunity to go overseas to visit our troops in Iraq.
Being from a patriotic family the sisters were
honored that the National Football League in-
cluded them in this tour.

| commend these remarkable women for
their exemplary service and dedication to
teaching our nation’s youth and for aspiring
dancers to follow their dreams. | wish them
both the best of luck as they continue on their
journey. | am always proud to see fellow Tex-
ans succeed.
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