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RECOGNIZING MR. SCOTT GRAVES 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Scott Graves, 
staff director of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee. After ten years of service on the Hill, 
Scott is leaving his post at the committee. 

I met Scott four years ago when I was a 
freshman member of the committee and he 
was Chief of Staff for Chairman CONAWAY. 
Our staffs worked together closely, and Scott 
became a trusted advisor to our team as we 
navigated passage of the Farm Bill. When Mr. 
CONAWAY became chairman of the committee, 
I was pleased that he elevated Scott to staff 
director. Scott has gone above and beyond to 
make the Agriculture Committee one of the 
best run committees in the House. Under his 
leadership, Chairman CONAWAY has passed 
every bill up for reauthorization and held an 
unprecedented number of hearings in his first 
two years. I am grateful to have worked with 
Scott as a Subcommittee Chairman during the 
last two years and to be part of this dynamic 
team. 

I wish Scott and his family well as he pur-
sues the next chapter in his career and look 
forward to seeing the work he will continue to 
do on behalf of our country’s farmers. Good 
luck Scott and thank you for your service to 
the House. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF BEN 
RUSSO 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life of Ben Russo. When Ben 
passed away one year ago today, Elkhart lost 
a devoted member of the community, and I 
lost a good friend. 

Ben found great success in the private sec-
tor, working in various sales and management 
positions, including as vice president of E.J. 
Nagy and Associates. In retirement, Ben be-
came quite active in the community, being 
elected to the Osolo Township Board and later 
becoming the Trustee of Osolo Township. He 
sat on the boards of The Boys and Girls Club 
of Elkhart, Council of Aging, and Riverview 
Adult Day Care Center. Finally, he was vice 
president of Elkhart Vintage Auto Club and 
president of Glenwood Park Civic Association, 
as well as an active member of Elkhart Trinity 
United Methodist Church. 

Always looking to give back to the commu-
nity that he loved, Ben became a household 
name in Elkhart as someone who would do 
his best to help those in need. In the Trustee’s 
office, he worked tirelessly on behalf of Osolo 
Township residents, and was determined to 
treat everyone with respect. Even when out 
with his beloved family, he would find people 
he knew and could help, and he would drop 
everything to see that their needs were met. 

As a recognition of his service to the com-
munity, Ben was honored with the prestigious 
Sagamore of the Wabash Award, the highest 

civilian honor bestowed by the State of Indi-
ana. Despite his distinguished career and 
place in the community, Ben was a humble 
and kind man. Today Elkhart is better for his 
public service, and his legacy of hard work 
and giving back to the community will not be 
forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the life of Ben 
Russo and his service to the northern Indiana 
community. His passion for helping others 
strengthened Elkhart and improved the lives of 
everyone he knew. I am honored to ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating his life 
and recognizing his outstanding public service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. LACEY BROWN 
AS THE 2016–2017 ESCAMBIA 
COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Ms. Lacey Brown as the 2016–2017 Escambia 
County Teacher of the Year. For four years, 
Ms. Brown has served the Escambia County 
School District with exceptional passion and 
an unwavering commitment to serving others. 

In Northwest Florida, we are fortunate to 
have some of the best teachers in the Nation. 
It is recognized that the teaching profession is 
one of the most difficult yet rewarding profes-
sions in existence. Ms. Brown has exception-
ally performed her teaching duties, while also 
striving to be an active and supportive mem-
ber of her community. 

Ms. Brown is revered by her principal and 
colleagues at Jim Allen Elementary in Canton-
ment, Florida. She was chosen to receive this 
honor because of her exemplary classroom 
management, thoughtful employment of 
unique teaching techniques, and her effective 
engagement of students through the use of 
technology in the classroom. Her support and 
outreach extends far beyond the walls of her 
third grade classroom through her willingness 
to serve as a supervising teacher to University 
of West Florida Student Teachers. Through 
her position as grade level chair, Ms. Brown 
has also displayed remarkable leadership and 
dedicated teamwork. I commend her for her 
steadfast willingness to serve those that mat-
ter most, the students and youth of our Nation. 

For all of her admirable contributions, I am 
truly proud to have Ms. Brown as a constituent 
in Florida’s First Congressional District. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize Ms. 
Lacey Brown for her accomplishments and her 
commitment to excellence in the Escambia 
County School District. I thank her for her 
service and wish her all the best for continued 
success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CRISPY’S BAR 
AND GRILL 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Crispy’s Bar and Grill for their serv-

ice and contributions to our community. I 
would like to congratulate owner Greg 
Helmandollar on the success of the restaurant 
and its upcoming inclusion on the Travel 
Channel’s Food Paradise, a show which high-
lights some of the most unique restaurants in 
the country. 

Located in Kannapolis, North Carolina, 
Crispy’s is a local favorite that features a twist 
on traditional southern comfort foods and isn’t 
for the faint of heart. Almost everything on its 
legendary menu is wrapped, covered, or 
topped with crispy bacon. Since Crispy’s 
opened in 2015, it has been a popular spot for 
people to gather to connect and share in their 
love of bacon. 

Mr. Helmandollar first began pushing the 
limits of bacon in 2013 when he created the 
MasterBacon food truck. After receiving an 
overwhelming response from the community, 
he opened Crispy’s to expand his offerings 
and push the boundaries on how many things 
he could possibly pair with bacon. The menu 
now contains almost every treat imaginable in-
cluding bacon wrapped pecan pie, lasagna, 
and even ice cream sprinkled with bacon. 

By following his passion, Mr. Helmandollar 
has created a brand and achieved success. 
More importantly, he is a shining example of 
the American spirit and the type of small busi-
ness owner that makes our community spe-
cial. His innovative approach should be an ex-
ample to others to follow their dreams and 
pursue what makes them happy. I look for-
ward to joining the nation in watching Food 
Paradise when their episode airs. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Mr. Helmandollar and his staff on 
their continued success and wishing them well 
in the new year. 

f 

HONORING DR. EDWARD MARTIN 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Dr. Edward Martin, whom 
the Napa and Solano County Medical Soci-
eties have awarded the honor of Professor 
Emeritus for his years of work as a pediatri-
cian and an educator. 

Dr. Martin has worked with the Permanente 
Medical Group for 16 years. He has served as 
both Chair of Pediatrics for Napa and Solano 
and Chair of the Chiefs of Pediatrics for the 
Northern California region. 

The Napa and Solano County Medical Soci-
eties award this distinction to medical profes-
sionals who have a demonstrated commitment 
to service and teaching. Dr. Martin exemplifies 
these attributes and is very deserving of this 
award and recognition. 

Dr. Ed Martin graduated from the University 
of California, Los Angeles School of Medicine 
in 1980. He completed a residency in Pediat-
rics in 1983 and has been certified by the 
American Board of Pediatrics since 1986. He 
served as an Adjunct Clinical Professor of Pe-
diatrics for Touro University, where both his 
students and colleagues recognize him as an 
excellent teacher and leader within their insti-
tution. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Martin has demonstrated 
an incredible commitment to his students and 
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the medical profession in our community. It is 
therefore fitting and proper that we honor him 
here today and congratulate him on this well- 
deserved award. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES 
KELLEHER AND A RECORD OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Mr. James Kelleher. He is a United 
States Marine, an Olympic contender, and a 
champion boxer, but today I take note of his 
service and a tradition of goodwill that inspired 
his path. A resident of Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania, James is a role model for the young 
people of my district. James started boxing 
when he was nine years old. As a youth, he 
found encouragement through the United Way 
of the Lehigh Valley’s TeenWorks program, 
which sponsored his wish to improve a boxing 
club serving over 100 at-risk children in the 
heart of an area known for gang activity. For 
him, the club provided discipline, focus, and a 
safe place to grow and develop. 

For many Americans, being a good citizen 
is defined by a willingness to do for others. 
They recognize that some of the greatest re-
wards in life come when we give our time and 
talents to improve our communities. There are 
many programs in our country proving oppor-
tunities to be a mentor and model a spirit of 
giving. I hope others will be inspired by James 
Kelleher’s focus and his charity and ask them-
selves: What more can I do for others? 

f 

HONORING SCOTT GRAVES 

HON. JODEY C. ARRINGTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, Scott 
Graves is a proud alumnus of my alma mater, 
Texas Tech University, and has championed 
West Texas and agriculture production since 
he arrived in Washington twelve years ago. 

Beginning in his early days with Chairman 
CONAWAY, Scott worked hard to meet and lis-
ten to agriculture producers across the state to 
learn about their everyday operations and de-
velop policy solutions for the industry. 

As Scott grew in his policy expertise and 
legislative advocacy, he gained the trust and 
confidence of the agriculture industry and his 
colleagues on the Hill. 

Scott rose quickly as a leader among his 
peers. Chairman CONAWAY recognized his 
value and leadership when he promoted him 
to Chief of Staff and then ultimately Staff Di-
rector of the House Agriculture Committee 
where he has been instrumental in laying the 
foundation for the 2018 Farm Bill. 

I know it will be hard to replace a champion 
for West Texas and Rural America like Scott. 
Our region and country have been profoundly 
blessed by the contributions of Scott C. 
Graves. 

God bless you, Scott, and your family as 
you step off the Hill to start the next chapter 

of your life. And, welcome back to the great 
state of Texas. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SAC-
RAMENTO’S BUSINESS LEADERS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the exceptional honorees of the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce’s 122nd Annual Dinner and Business 
Awards Ceremony. These business leaders 
have shown an exemplary commitment to the 
economic growth and advancement of the 
Sacramento Region. As members of the Sac-
ramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, 
honorees, and guests gather in celebration of 
a year of successes, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring these outstanding commu-
nity members. 

Kevin Johnson, former Mayor of Sac-
ramento, is Sacramentan of the Year. A distin-
guished member of our community, Mr. John-
son proudly served as our mayor for the past 
eight years. During his tenure he did much to 
move our city forward and most notably, he 
was instrumental in keeping our beloved Sac-
ramento Kings, partnering with the Kings own-
ership to get the Golden 1 Center built. For 
many years, Mr. Johnson’s vision and philan-
thropy has benefited the citizens of our com-
munity. 

Ann Madden Rice, Chief Executive Officer 
of UC Davis Medical Center, Is Business-
woman of the Year. Ms. Rice is a true leader 
in our region’s health care system. Under her 
leadership, the UC Davis Medical Center was 
one of the hospitals at the forefront of the im-
plementation of the Affordable Care Act in 
Sacramento. 

Chris Granger, President of the Sacramento 
Kings, is Businessman of the Year. Joining the 
Sacramento Kings in 2013, Mr. Granger was 
instrumental in developing the new Golden 1 
Center. The arena opened its doors in Octo-
ber 2016 to rave reviews and sold out con-
certs. Chris’ vision is helping to revive Sac-
ramento’s urban care. 

American Red Cross and Sacramento City 
College are being inducted into the Centennial 
Business Hall of Fame. American Red Cross, 
their staff, and their many volunteers have 
been the cornerstone of our region’s emer-
gency response community for many years. 
The work they do to provide training and as-
sistance is critical to our region. Too often we 
do not realize just how important their hard 
work is until disaster strikes. Sacramento City 
College has been a leader in our region’s edu-
cation community for more than one hundred 
years. Their longevity is a testament to the 
high quality education and experiences that 
Sacramento City College faculty and staff help 
create for students. 

Relles Florist and Visit Sacramento are 
being inducted into the Business Hall of Fame. 
Relles Florist has provided beautiful floral ar-
rangements, as well as being a leader in the 
Sacramento community, for the past 70 years. 
As the lead promoter of tourism for the region, 
Visit Sacramento has done a tremendous job 
growing as an organization and supporting 
landmark campaigns, including Sacramento’s 

farm-to-fork initiatives and the iconic Tower 
Bridge Dinner. Visit Sacramento is instru-
mental in shaping Sacramento’s identity and 
highlights the many things that make Sac-
ramento the great place it is to live, work and 
play. These two enterprises are certainly wor-
thy of this honor, and have played major roles 
in the development of Sacramento’s economy 
over their numerous decades of operation. 

Fleet Feet Sacramento, the original store of 
the Fleet Feet franchise, opened in midtown 
Sacramento in 1976 and since that time has 
fostered a culture of exercise and fitness. A 
staple in the community, Fleet Feet Sac-
ramento continues to sponsor community 
events and get Sacramentans outside and ac-
tive, and is the well-deserved recipient of the 
Small Business of the Year Award. 

Phil Tretheway, Creative Director of Position 
Interactive, is this year’s Young Professional 
of the Year. Mr. Tretheway is a third genera-
tion Sacramentan and has been involved in 
Metro EDGE since its inception. He helped 
chair the 2015 Emerge Summit and has been 
instrumental in shaping downtown’s culture. 

This year’s Al Geiger Memorial Award is 
going to Chet Hewitt of Sierra Health Founda-
tion and Dennis Mangers. Mr. Hewitt is a true 
treasure for our region. Under his leadership, 
Sierra Health Foundation has helped trans-
form our region into a place that is healthier 
and more equitable for everyone. As a true 
trailblazer, Mr. Mangers has served as a role 
model and mentor to hundreds in the Sac-
ramento community and throughout the State 
of California. He has spent the better part of 
the last half century championing equal rights 
for all California citizens. These two individuals 
carry on Mr. Geiger’s legacy by serving as 
role models who help inspire others to serve 
our community. Sacramento is a better place 
because of their tireless efforts. 

Carol Garcia receives the Peter McCuen 
Award for Civic Entrepreneurs. Ms. Garcia is 
Senior Vice President of Marketing and Busi-
ness Development at Community 1st Bank 
and has helped people with their banking for 
over 20 years. She has been active in local 
non-profits and service organizations, bene-
fiting our community for many years. 

Jim Alves from SMUD and Holly Harper 
from Sutter Health are the recipients of the 
Volunteer of the Year award. Mr. Alves heads 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District’s Eco-
nomic Development Department. More impres-
sively, he serves on numerous Boards and 
community organizations, making a significant 
impact on everyday Sacramentan lives. Ms. 
Harper is truly an expert in her field and her 
work at Sutter Health and in our community 
has helped change people’s lives for the bet-
ter. She is a driving force at Sutter Health, 
pushing towards greater health care quality in 
our region and beyond. 

Finally, Karlee Cemo-McIntosh is Ambas-
sador of the Year. Ms. Cemo-McIntosh has 
served in a variety of roles for Metro EDGE, 
the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce, WEAVE, Inc., the American Can-
cer Society, and the American Heart Associa-
tion. Working as the Marketing Director for 
Visit Sacramento, she helps put the region’s 
best foot forward and attract numerous visitors 
to Sacramento. 
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