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President Trump—not the hard core—
and they are appalled by the simple in-
eptitude of this administration. Sub-
stantively, even more important, how
can you run a country like this? How
can you make a major order, major
doing, and not check it out with your
Homeland Security Secretary, with the
Justice Department and the Attorney
General?

I will say, if this continues, this
country has big trouble. We cannot
have a Twitter Presidency. We cannot
have a Presidency that thinks: Oh, this
sounds good. Let’s just go do it and not
think the consequences through. Most
of all, we cannot have a Presidency
that does not understand the beauty
and depth of America, in this case
when it comes to immigrants.

We have been an amazing country. In
the city in which I live there is a big
lady in the harbor with a torch. It is a
beautiful symbol. Americans revere it
and admire it. The world reveres it and
admires it. Why? Because it says:
America will be a place where people
can take refuge if they are persecuted
religiously, politically, and then they
can build a great life for themselves.

That is a beautiful thing. That moral
force of America helps us win wars,
helps us win support, helps us be the
greatest country in the world that ev-
eryone admires.

Of course, we need a strong military.
Of course, we need a strong economy.
Praise God, America has had both
through the decades, but we also have
been a moral beacon, ‘‘God’s noble ex-
periment,” as the Founding Fathers
called it. In those days, as now, we
have welcomed people from distant
shores and said: Come be Americans.

Our President is trampling on that,
to be honest with you. The idea that
immigrants are preponderantly crimi-
nals and preponderantly terrorists is
absurd. They are the future of Amer-
ica. In my State of New York, 25 per-
cent of the people are foreign born,
probably as high as 40 percent if you
are either foreign born or had a parent
foreign born.

They are great New Yorkers. I was
with a Syrian refugee this week. He
and his wife and his children had just
come. His parents were American citi-
zens. They had come to America in
1970. The parents and Mr. Elias, who
lived in the Bronx, came here. He was
a tailor. We don’t have that many fine
tailors in America these days. It is a
lost art. So people who do it tend to be
immigrants; mainly from Italy is my
experience.

But he was a tailor from Syria. He
then did what immigrants do in Amer-
ica. He founded a little business. He re-
upholsters boats, a lot of them in a
place in the Bronx called City Island.
He built a company. He made America
better. He is a Syrian immigrant.

His children and grandchildren were
in danger. A suicide bomber had even
blown up himself in front of their home
nearly Kkilling them. They just got in
this month. Had Donald Trump’s Exec-
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utive order been in effect several weeks
earlier, they would not have been able
to get here. They might have perished.
They might have been hurt.

Similarly, another guy I met is Mo-
hammed. Mohammed knows English.
He was so impressed by America, by
the lady with the torch, by our values,
by what we stand for, that he volun-
teered to be a translator for our sol-
diers. He put his life in danger for
doing that.

Then he began to get threats from
the terrorists in Iraq. He is an Iraqi.
His wife was in danger. His children
were in danger. He came January 5.
Again, had President Trump and his
evil order—and that is what it is, it is
evil—gone into effect January 1, for all
we know Mohammed would have died
for helping our soldiers.

Do we have to prevent terrorists
from coming into America? Absolutely.

The greatest source of terror are lone
wolves. Americans, citizens—ISIS gets
its evil ideas in their heads, and they
do terrorist things.

JOHN MCCAIN, my colleague, the sen-
ior Senator from Arizona who is an ex-
pert on this stuff, said: This Executive
order will encourage and increase the
number of lone wolves.

Here is another group that needs
tightening, I would suggest to the
President and his minions: those avail-
able in the Visa Waiver Program. If
you are a country that has generally
been friendly to us, there is something
called the Visa Waiver Program, which
means you can come into this country
with very few questions asked, very lit-
tle vetting.

Refugees are vetted for 2 years. That
is why not a single refugee from any of
the countries that were proscribed by
the President has committed an act of
terror here—not a single one.

I heard someone defending the Presi-
dent saying: Well, all these people
would have come in; the terrorists
would have come in had they done it
slowly and announced a date.

Well, we have done it like this for 15,
20 years, and we haven’t had a single
terrorist come in. What kind of absurd-
ity is that?

Anyway, the Visa Waiver Program
allows people from, say, France and
Belgium to come into this country
with few questions asked. We have seen
French citizens, Belgian citizens do
terrorism. They would be allowed to
come into this country to do it here.
Why aren’t we tightening that up?
That is what should be done.

So I am going to conclude.
evening is late.

Sally Yates was a profile in courage,
a profile in courage. Maybe some of her
courage, her insight, and her wisdom
would rub off on the people in the
White House. Maybe they will back off
and repeal this Executive order, and
then we can work together and truly
try to tighten up the laws, the actions
of the administration to prevent ter-
rorists from coming in.

This Executive order makes us less
safe. It was poorly done in a slipshod,
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quick way that foretells real trouble in
the White House, and, most of all, it
has done more to tarnish the great
American dream, the great moral force
of America that has, in part, made us
the greatest country in the world—in 1,
2 days, undoing the work of genera-
tions.

Please, Mr. President, reconsider.
Really think about this. Don’t just
tweet. Don’t just get mad. Don’t just
call names. Think about it. Change it.
Repeal it.

It is too far gone to change; we have
to repeal it. And then maybe we can
work together on tightening up some
of the areas that I have talked about.

I see my friend from Arizona has
come to the floor, and I will not hold
him up, so I yield the floor.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I was
unable to cast my vote on the motion
to invoke cloture on the nomination of
Rex W. Tillerson to be Secretary of
State because I was addressing a joint
session of the State legislature in New
Mexico. If T had been present, I would
have voted no.e

———

BUDGET RECONCILIATION
REPORTING DEADLINE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, section 2001
of S. Con. Res. 3, the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget Fiscal Year 2017, di-
rects the Committees on Finance and
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions to report changes in laws within
their respective jurisdictions to reduce
the on-budget deficit by not less than
$1 billion each for the total of fiscal
years 2017 through 2026. Those commit-
tees were instructed to submit their
recommendations to the Committee on
the Budget no later than January 27,
2017.

For the information of colleagues,
the reporting deadline has passed, and
the Budget Committee has not received
reconciliation recommendations from
either committee. While committees
have not complied with the deadline,
the Senate retains the ability to utilize
the instructions contained in section
2001 of S. Con. Res. 3.

————
TRIBUTE TO GARY SCHNEIDERS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to honor
an Iowa teacher who has clearly had a
major impact on his students and his
community because I was contacted by
a number of Iowans regarding their de-
sire to find some way to recognize him.
The following is what they told me.

A teacher of 39 years at Columbus
High School in Waterloo, IA, Gary
Schneiders has been awarded the
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