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IN RECOGNITION OF CAROL 
HUTCHINS RECEIVING THE 
ATHENA INTERNATIONAL LEAD-
ERSHIP AWARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize University of Michigan Head Softball 
Coach Carol Hutchins for receiving the ATHE-
NA International Leadership Award. Coach 
Hutchins has had a distinguished career and 
helped the University of Michigan softball team 
achieve success on and off the field. 

Coach Hutchins joined the University of 
Michigan softball program in 1983 as an As-
sistant Coach and became Head Coach in 
1985. During her tenure, the Wolverines have 
become one of the premier softball programs 
in the country and have reached the Women’s 
College World Series in 12 of the last 22 sea-
sons. In addition, Coach Hutchins has won 
over 1,400 career victories with the team, 
more than any other coach in Michigan ath-
letics history. In recognition for her teams’ stel-
lar performance, Hutchins has earned 16 Big 
Ten Conference Coach of the Year honors, 9 
National Fastpitch Softball Association Re-
gional Coach of the Year awards, and was in-
ducted into the NFCA Hall of Fame in 2006. 
Hutchins’ teams have also excelled academi-
cally, with the team achieving 100% gradua-
tion rate and 135 student-athletes earns Aca-
demic All-Big Ten honors. 

Coach Hutchins has also distinguished her-
self through her service to the Ann Arbor com-
munity. In 2010, she founded the Michigan 
Softball Academy, a one-night on-field clinic 
for adults that raises funds for the American 
Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer initiative. To date, Coach 
Hutchins and the Michigan Softball Academy 
have raised nearly $750,000 for the organiza-
tion. This level of support underscores her 
commitment to helping those in need. In addi-
tion, Coach Hutchins has been a fierce advo-
cate for Title IX and works to support LGBTQ 
equality as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Carol Hutchins for receiving the 
ATHENA International Leadership Award. She 
is more than deserving of such an honor, and 
it is my hope that she continues to excel on 
the field and in the community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SCOTT GRAVES, 
STAFF DIRECTOR OF THE HOUSE 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

HON. RALPH LEE ABRAHAM 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Scott Graves, the outgoing Staff Di-

rector of the House Committee on Agriculture. 
You have heard a lot of fine things about Scott 
today, and all of them are deserved. Instead 
of talking about what Scott has done for the 
members of the Ag Committee, or the greater 
agricultural sector, which would keep me here 
into next week, I would like to recognize Scott 
for what he has meant to my staff and to me. 

When I arrived here some two years ago I 
knew a fair bit about farming. I’ve been grow-
ing rice, corn and soybeans in the fertile lands 
of Northeast Louisiana most of my life. Scott 
has helped me take that experience and apply 
it to crafting our Nation’s agriculture policies. 
Policies that help farmers and producers grow 
the finest commodities in the world and deliver 
them to dinner tables across the planet. Scott 
and his staff have been instrumental in helping 
my staff and I understand the finer intricacies 
of these policies and practices. They have 
gone to great lengths to help me, and all the 
members of the Committee, work to make 
sure the American farmer can not only endure, 
but prosper. 

Scott has spent 12 years working on Ag pol-
icy on the Hill, and his absence over at 1301 
Longworth will be profoundly felt by many, my-
self included. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S NEWLY NATURALIZED 
CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who will 
take their oath of citizenship on Friday, Feb-
ruary 3, 2017. This memorable occasion, pre-
sided over by Magistrate Judge Paul R. Cher-
ry, will be held at the United States Court-
house and Federal Building in Hammond, Indi-
ana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On February 3, 2017, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Maria Alvarado, Maria An-
geles Avalos, Martha Patricia Bello, Esteban 
Campos, Grace Carrillo, Erick Chay, Maribel 
Galicia, Jose Dolores Garcia, Jessica Eliza-
beth Hopkins, Maria Dolores Ibarra, Kristina 
Kiselinova, Brenda Melina Larson, John Rich-
ard Latka, Judith Love, Ivica Jovan Markovic, 

Matilde Martinez, Ivan de Jesus Martinez 
Desiderio, Hector Gabriel Martiniez, Janice 
Uyen Nguyen, Adrian Nunez, Blagoja 
Petkovski, Lidia Esther Guevara Galindo, Yo-
landa Ramirez, Simona Simental, Fellisia 
Suboh, Jeidi Torres, Jonathan Treto, Luz 
Valdez, Froylan Vega, and Enrique Vilches. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by 
the people, and for the people.’’ They realize 
that the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on February 3, 2017. They, too, will be Amer-
ican citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. We, as a free and demo-
cratic nation, congratulate them and welcome 
them. 

f 

100TH BIRTHDAY OF MICHELENA 
‘‘MINNIE’’ CUCCHIA 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th Birthday of Staten Island’s 
Michelena Cucchia. 

Michelena, or Minnie, as she is known to 
her friends and family, was born on January 
21, 1917, in Manhattan to Charles and Grace 
Sciascia. After moving to Staten Island in 
1932, Minnie met the love of her life, 
Salvatore ‘‘Sam’’ Cucchia. On December 19, 
1936, Minnie and Sam were married at St. Jo-
seph’s Church. Afterward, they moved to a 
home in New Dorp on Staten Island to raise 
their daughters, Angela and Grace, and their 
son, Steve. 

At the age of 100 years young, Minnie 
Cucchia is still active. With six grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren, and two great-great- 
grandchildren, she certainly enjoys spending 
time with the many members of her family. 
Moreover, she continues to partake in her fa-
vorite hobbies, such as crocheting blankets, 
hats, and scarves for babies that she then do-
nates to a local hospital. To this day, Minnie 
still lives in the house in New Dorp where she 
and Sam raised their wonderful children. She 
truly is a lifelong Staten Islander. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Minnie Cucchia a very 
happy 100th birthday. I applaud the tremen-
dous life she has led. I am proud to call her 
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one of my constituents, as she embodies the 
very essence of the American spirit. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on January 3 to 
January 6, January 9 to January 10, and on 
January 13, 2017, circumstances beyond my 
control necessitated my absence from the 
House and I, therefore, missed votes. I expect 
my absence to continue through February 3, 
2017 and therefore am requesting a leave of 
absence from the House. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
BRADLEY AND KATHERINE MOR-
ROW UPON THE BIRTH OF THEIR 
SON, FINNEGAN FOX MORROW 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor constituents of mine, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bradley and Katherine Morrow, on the 
birth of their son, Finnegan Fox Morrow. Brad-
ley and Katherine are residents of Jefferson 
City, Missouri and welcome their new son into 
their family along with older brother Bennett. 

Bradley and Katherine were married on 
September 15, 2012 and Finnegan was born 
on September 15, 2016, which made for a 
wonderful 4th wedding anniversary present. 
Bradley works for Division of Professional 
Registration with the State of Missouri and 
Katherine is a marketing designer for a Jeffer-
son City magazine. 

Many family members have been excited to 
welcome Finnegan, including maternal grand-
parents Milton and Cherie Barr, paternal 
grandparents Sally, Michael and Elizabeth 
Morrow, and paternal great-grandparent Jo-
seph Morrow. 

I ask you to join me in congratulating the 
Morrow family on this new addition to their 
family. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
roll call votes 66 and 67 on Monday, January 
30, 2017. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call votes 66 and 67. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ABBY BERNSTEIN 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Abby Bernstein, a passionate advo-

cate for the rights of the aviation safety in-
spector and technician workforce of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA). Abby is re-
tiring from the Professional Aviation Safety 
Specialists (PASS) union this month after 33 
years of service. I am confident that and all of 
my colleagues who have worked with her, will 
miss her wise advocacy and kind demeanor. 

Abby’s career with PASS began in 1984, 
when she was the union’s first, and only, em-
ployee. She remained PASS’s only employee 
and ran the union’s legislative and member-
ship departments singlehandedly for many 
years thereafter. Throughout her career, Abby 
has fought to ensure safety inspectors and 
technicians are able to do their important work 
on behalf of the American people in keeping 
our aviation system running safely and 
smoothly. 

For years, Abby has fought tirelessly for in-
creased aviation safety inspector staffing and 
improved FAA oversight of the aviation sys-
tem, and I hope she will retire knowing that 
the flying public is safer as a result of her 
work. She was pivotal in joining my colleagues 
and me in key legislative efforts at various 
points in the 2000s to improve the FAA’s over-
sight of maintenance, repair, and overhaul 
work performed on U.S. airlines’ fleets at for-
eign repair stations. She also worked relent-
lessly to preserve the inspector workforce from 
unnecessary delegations of authority to the 
private sector. 

Not only has Abby worked to improve avia-
tion safety, but she has also vigorously pro-
tected the rights and interests of PASS’s 
members at every turn. When Congress ex-
empted FAA employees from Federal per-
sonnel and procurement rules in 1996, Abby 
fought hard, and successfully, to preserve the 
rights of FAA employees to organize and to 
bargain collectively. From the 1990s to today, 
Abby has been a key ally in efforts to prevent 
the privatization of FAA air traffic control jobs. 
She has remained steadfast in her belief that 
the employees who safeguard the safety and 
efficiency of the aviation system must remain 
Federal employees. I would be remiss if I did 
not note, in particular, Abby’s invaluable as-
sistance in the last Congress to counteract, 
once again, ill-advised efforts to privatize the 
air traffic control system. 

In my own work with Abby on important 
issues of aviation safety and policy, I have 
come to know her as a thoughtful, inquisitive, 
and intellectually curious advocate. In fact, she 
has such a strong desire to learn and expand 
her horizons that, having graduated from the 
University of Maryland in 1981 with a bach-
elor’s degree in management and consumer 
studies, she returned to her alma mater and 
obtained a second degree eight years later in 
computer and information sciences. 

Abby’s retirement will mark the end of an 
era for PASS and, indeed, for all of us who 
have collaborated with her over the years in 
pursuit of a safer, better aviation system. Al-
though we will miss her, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in helping send Abby into retire-
ment with all of our very best wishes and most 
of all, with tremendous thanks for a job well 
done. 

DECLARATION OF FRIDAY, FEB-
RUARY 10, 2017, AS HARMONY 
HOUSE DAY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Harmony House of Springfield, Mis-
souri, for all the work the organization does on 
behalf of survivors of domestic violence and 
declare that Friday, February 10, 2017, be 
Harmony House Day. 

Since 1976, Harmony House has been an 
active force for good in the Springfield-Greene 
County community. What started out as an all- 
volunteer grassroots network sheltering sur-
vivors of abuse in their own homes, has over 
the past 41 years answered more than 76,000 
SAFEline calls, served over 450,000 meals 
and provided over 408,000 safe bed nights to 
more than 16,000 women and children from 
around Greene County, Missouri. 

February 10, 2017, will mark the beginning 
of a new era for Harmony House. Going for-
ward, Harmony House will continue to serve 
those in need and continue to change lives 
but in a new location with both enhanced and 
expanded capabilities. Harmony House’s em-
powering work, as the only domestic violence 
shelter in the area, will reach more people and 
help more families operating from a newly ren-
ovated, top of the line, facility. 

I am honored to recognize Harmony House 
and commend the organization for its service 
and hard work over the years. On behalf of 
Missouri’s Seventh Congressional District, I 
ask all of my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Harmony House and observing Friday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2017, as Harmony House Day. 

f 

HONORING THE WALKER COMPANY 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special group of Kentuckians. They are 
the Walker family; Arthur, Sr. (Deceased), Ar-
thur, Jr., Art III and Bryce Walker. They make 
up the Walker Company, which was created in 
1933 and whose corporate office is located in 
Montgomery County, Kentucky. 

The Walker Company has been chosen by 
Gateway Area Development District to receive 
the Regional Outstanding Business for 2016 
Award. They have been a major employer 
over the years, employing hundreds of people 
and enabling them to provide a good living for 
their families. 

The Walker family has made many philan-
thropic contributions, mostly anonymously, to 
needy projects over the years, including GED 
programs, scholarships for students, and the 
recent BuildSmart Campaign of the MCTC 
new Rowan Campus. The Walkers were in-
strumental in the location of the Maysville 
Community Technical College Satellite loca-
tion in Mt. Sterling. 

The Walkers support recreation and sports 
in many ways. They have been involved since 
the beginning with Easy Walker Park in Mont-
gomery County, where thousands of children 
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