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comfort in remembering the impact he
had on each of us as well as on our
community, State, and country.

I hope his wife, Janelle; son, Mike;
daughter, Patty; beloved grandchildren
and great-grandchildren can take com-
fort in the same.

Mr. Speaker, Lewis was a man of
great integrity and set an example for
all those around him to hold ourselves
to such a level of excellence and serv-
ice. He was a great man, and he will be
sorely missed.

——
TRUMP MUSLIM BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise out
of deep concern for our country, our
people, and those who serve us in uni-
form.

The executive order signed by Presi-
dent Trump on Friday has not only
sown chaos and created a backlash
being felt across the world, it is also
endangering our people here at home
and our troops overseas.

It bans refugees and is, for all intents
and purposes, a ban on Muslims enter-
ing our country. It is a religious test.
It plays right into the hands of ISIS, al
Qaeda, and other extremist groups that
mean to do us harm. It arms them.
Their message in recruiting and propa-
ganda has been that America is at war
with Islam and that when we say we
are tolerant and inclusive, it is a lie.

We must not let it be a lie.

Make no mistake, Mr. Speaker, this
order will do nothing to make America
safer from terrorism. Our enemies will
use this Muslim ban to their full ad-
vantage, broadcast to all of those who,
for whatever reason, may be teetering
on the edge of extremism, one image,
one tweet, one excuse away from
radicalization. And our Muslim allies
are scratching their heads in disbelief
and disappointment.

CBS News reported this morning, Mr.
Speaker, that a senior Iraqi general
who commands the elite counterterror-
ism force trained by the United States
military was supposed to come here
next week but is now banned from
doing so. He told CBS news: “I am a
four-star general. I have been fighting
terrorism for 13 years and winning.
Now my kids are asking me if I am a
terrorist.” That general, Talib al-
Kenani, has been coming here for over
a decade meeting with senior U.S. mili-
tary leaders at CENTCOM, but now he
is banned from entering the country.

This policy is dangerous, counter-
productive, and extremely unfortunate.

It is important to note, Mr. Speaker,
that of the seven countries included in
this ban—hear me, my colleagues—of
the seven countries included in this
ban, no refugee or immigrant from any
of those nations has committed a ter-
rorist act in the United States.

The President of the United States
has a responsibility—a sacred and pub-
lic trust—to do everything in his power
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to protect our Nation. We have that
same responsibility. This Congress has
a sacred duty to hold the President ac-
countable and ourselves for doing so in
a way that respects our Constitution
and our values. That, Mr. Speaker, is
patriotism.

So I urge my colleagues on both
sides: Stand against this order. Stand
up for America. Stand up for the Con-
stitution. Stand up for our values.
Stand against an act that does nothing
but empower our enemies and erode
faith in our highest principles in our
country and around the world.

The Nation, Mr. Speaker, is watch-
ing.

The world, Mr. Speaker, is watching.

I urge us to action.

Representatives LOFGREN and CON-
YERS have introduced a bill to block
this executive order. I have cospon-
sored it, along with 160 other Members
of this House. This is a time when
party should not be put before country.
Party should not be put before patriot-
ism. Party should not be put before
principle.

Join me, and let us deny our enemies
this potent tool and remind the world
what truly makes America great.

———

IMPORTANCE OF FIREFIGHTERS IN
RURAL AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak
about the unsung heroes in many rural
communities throughout America: our
volunteer firefighters.

These dedicated volunteers answer
the call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
They spend time away from their fami-
lies and homes. The training that is re-
quired can be costly and very time con-
suming.

Our volunteer firefighters make
these sacrifices because they care deep-
ly about their friends and neighbors.
They care about their communities.

But rural America is facing a real
problem with dwindling numbers of
those who are willing to volunteer. A
National Fire Protection Association
report published last year shows the
number of volunteer firefighters per
1,000 people has been decreasing since
1986.

Gone are the days when those seek-
ing to volunteer had to add their
names to a waiting list to join their
local fire department. Sometimes vol-
unteers could wait for years to be
added to the roster, but that is not how
it is anymore as fewer individuals are
interested in signing up.

This is not unique to Pennsylvania,
but it is happening in communities
across the country. Small communities
reap the benefits of having volunteer
forces. According to a 2016 National
Fire Prevention Association study, the
time donated by volunteer firefighters
saves localities across the country an
estimated $139.8 billion a year.
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The savings are clear, and the service
could not be more important. That is
why last year I hosted two fire sum-
mits in my district to speak directly
with local firefighters and try to iden-
tify not only the challenges that they
face, but also some solutions to those
problems.

Funding is always a problem that
plagues volunteer departments and can
truly decline quickly when we think of
what it costs to purchase new equip-
ment and be compliant with the latest
regulations. Small communities are
often already stressed economically
and do not have a tax base that can as-
sume another increase; but equipment
replacement is paramount, and it can
sometimes mean the life or death of a
firefighter.

Volunteer fire departments also face
training challenges. Firefighters in
rural communities regularly need to
travel long distances for instructional
courses, and paying for the necessary
training can be difficult. Training ses-
sions might not focus enough on fire-
fighting in rural communities, which is
different from that in urban commu-
nities in a number of ways.

Personnel challenges remain a con-
stant issue with declining populations,
aging firefighters who are not being re-
placed with those of a younger genera-
tion, and a lack of tangible retention
incentives.
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Yet, with all of these challenges, fire
departments are faced with higher call
volumes than ever before, according to
a study from the National Volunteer
Fire Council. Most fire departments
across the country have experienced a
steady increase in calls over the past
two decades. This is a major source of
the increased time demands on volun-
teer firefighters.

The number of calls, coupled with the
decline in the number of volunteer fire-
fighters, means that fire departments
are continuously spread too thin. Most
of the increase is attributed to a sharp
rise in the number of emergency med-
ical calls, false alarms, and the use of
mutual aid as the number of fire-
fighters has decreased.

Mr. Speaker, the dangerous work
that these men and women do in order
to protect the homes and livelihoods of
Americans is not something that
should be taken for granted. These first
responders put their lives on the line
and make great sacrifices in order to
protect their neighbors and commu-
nities from harm. As a volunteer fire-
fighter and EMT rescue technician my-
self and as a member of the Congres-
sional Fire Caucus, I am grateful for
the services that our first responders—
brothers and sisters who serve the com-
munities—provide and the constant
state of readiness that they operate
under.

While we must not forget those who
have made the wultimate sacrifice
through their service, we must also en-
sure that their colleagues and all of
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our Nation’s first responders are re-
spected and have the resources they
need to safely perform their jobs.

That is why I am working with the
volunteer fire departments in Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth Congressional District
to develop solutions—ideas—to not
only recruit more firefighters but to
retain them. It is my hope that, by in-
creasing awareness and examining in-
centives, we might be able to strength-
en and grow the rosters of our volun-
teer fire departments. We know that
this service is critical, and we must re-
spect those who are willing to show up,
day or night, to protect their neigh-
bors.

Thank you to all of our volunteers
who answer when the alarm sounds. We
value you; we respect you; and I hope
we can find more of you to serve.

——
I AM AN AMERICAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I am
an American man, born in Chicago, to
parents who were born citizens of the
United States.

The ban on legal immigration from
seven countries does not impact me or
my family directly, but, as an Amer-
ican, I am speaking up today. I am an
immigrant.

The proposed roundup of millions of
immigrants will not hit my house di-
rectly, but, as an American, I am
standing up today to say I, too, am un-
documented.

I have not fled systematic persecu-
tion, but, today, like a lot of Ameri-
cans, I am speaking out and saying
clearly that I, too, am a refugee.

Today, I am an 81-year-old man who
was originally from Iran who traveled
with a heart problem to the United
States—with my American family and
a green card in my hand—and was de-
tained at O’Hare International Airport
in Chicago.

Today, I am a Fulbright scholar who
was put on a plane back to Iran be-
cause our government did not under-
stand what the new President was
doing, how he was doing it, or what
people already traveling should do.

Today, I am a citizen of the United
Kingdom—I am English—with a green
card, who was blocked entering at
O’Hare with my U.S. citizen wife and
my U.S. citizen child. That is who I am
today.

Today, I am a student who is in the
middle of my academic career at the
University of Chicago who does not
know whether I can come back to
school and continue my education.

Today, I am one of more than 67,000
refugees who is already approved for
travel and certified by both the United
States and the U.N. in a painstaking
process that took me years to com-
plete, but I am stranded overseas.

Today, I am gay or Jewish, Christian,
Hindu, Shia, Sunni, am from a tribe or
ethnic group that is systematically
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targeted for persecution, or am living
in a country anywhere in the world
that cannot protect my basic safety,
and the United States is closed to me.

Today, I am an immigrant who has a
green card and who has followed all of
the rules to the letter, but I cannot
renew my green card or lawfully apply
for citizenship here in the U.S. because
I am from one of seven mostly Muslim
countries on Trump’s list where, inci-
dentally, there are no Trump hotels,
buildings, or golf courses.

By now, the entire world knows that
the President of the United States
screwed up bigly last week and caused
an international and domestic crisis
and that his staff is lying when they
say it was a ‘‘huge success.”’

When the German Chancellor has to
lecture your President about the Gene-
va Convention, you have made one hell
of a bad decision.

When the Prime Minister of England
is saying on one day that the U.S. and
Britain have a special relationship but
that, on the very next day, you are
keeping her citizens out of your coun-
try when they are green card holders,
your country has made a mistake.

When Rudy Giuliani—of all people—
makes it clear that the President re-
quested a Muslim ban and that they
dressed up the policy to make it look
better but still carved out exceptions
to help Christians, you are probably
acting in an unconstitutional manner.

That is not what one but two Federal
judges thought: that there are signifi-
cant enough constitutional issues that
have been raised by recent executive
actions to stop the President’s order
from being implemented.

Honestly, even at this hour, I am not
sure they are fully complying with the
orders or will reverse the actions of
government officers at airports who co-
erced—intimidated—green card holders
into signing away their rights and
being deported.

On Sunday, the glaring bald spot of
the President’s executive order was
combed over by the Secretary of Home-
land Security, who said that keeping
out travelers who already live in the
U.S. and have green cards is not in the
interests of the United States, to which
the entire world said, sarcastically: Ya’
think?

Today, I am an American, and I am
standing up. Today, I am one of the
millions of Americans who went to air-
ports, Trump hotels, or town squares
and who is marching peacefully, pray-
ing privately, and preparing personally
to act as an advocate for immigrants
and other families in our commu-
nities—women, Jews, gentiles, LGBT,
and every one of every color and shape.

Today, they did not come for us, but
we could not be quiet. We joined arms
and worked together as Americans. We
pledged to stand up for those who are
being targeted so that we can protect
each other and stem the next wave of
targeted attacks.

H751

DETECTIVE JERRY WALKER:
TEXAS LAWMAN—LITTLE ELM,
TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Texas has lost another one of our finest
men in blue.

Last month, Detective Jerry Walker
responded to a call of a man bran-
dishing a rifle and screaming and hol-
lering in his backyard. So the officers
arrived, and they ordered the man to
drop the weapon, but the outlaw did
not comply. He ran into the house and
started firing his weapon—shooting at
the officers from inside the cover of his
home.

During the shoot-out with the offi-
cers, the outlaw was killed, but Detec-
tive Walker—a 48-year-old father of
four and an 18-year veteran of the
force—was shot during the shoot-out.
This is a photograph of him.

His fellow officers rushed to Detec-
tive Walker, and he was later airlifted
to the hospital, but he died at the hos-
pital. As his body was transported from
the hospital, dozens of officers and
emergency responders lined the street,
saluting their fallen detective. The
song ‘‘Amazing Grace’ could be heard
on bagpipes as his body was taken
away and traveled down the street.

Not only was Detective Walker an
outstanding member of the Little Elm
Police Department, but he also wore
another uniform. He wore the uniform
of a soldier in the United States Army.
Walker served our country both at
home and abroad.

Mr. Speaker, Little Elm is in north
Texas. It has a population of about
3,500 people. It has approximately 21
police officers, and Detective Walker
was the longest-serving officer in that
town. Detective Walker’s youngest
child is only a few months old. His four
children need to remember that their
father died a servant of the people of
Little Elm, Texas.

He will be remembered by his family,
his friends, and his community as a
model officer who protected the inno-
cent. Most importantly, he will be re-
membered as someone who genuinely
cared about the people of the commu-
nity that he lived in.

Before he became a detective with
the Little Elm Police Department,
Walker served as a school resource offi-
cer at Little Elm High School. Stu-
dents there remember him as someone
who could talk to the students and put
them at ease. In fact, the kids just
loved him. They often would arm wres-
tle with their beloved officer during
lunchtime.

One such student, Lionel Valdez, met
Walker at school at about the same
time that Valdez started getting into
trouble. Valdez’ father had walked out
of his own life; so Walker took on a
parent’s role in making sure that
Valdez kept his nose clean and stayed
out of trouble while he was in school.
He even went so far as to make sure
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