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that he showed up in class. Years after 
Valdez graduated from high school, he 
would return to the school and have 
conversations with Walker—the one 
man who showed him the light during 
his darkest times as a student at 
school. 

Jerry Walker was a realtime hero. 
Detective Walker, Mr. Speaker, is 

the sixth officer killed in the line of 
duty in the first 17 days in 2017. Six 
deaths in 17 days is tragic. Our Nation 
must honor those men and women who 
wear the badge—the badge of honor, 
sacrifice. We must back the blue, Mr. 
Speaker—back the blue—and back offi-
cers like Jerry Walker of Little Elm, 
Texas. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

MUSLIM BAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, three cen-
turies ago, Hans Christian Andersen 
wrote a fairy tale about a king who 
was so vain and insecure that nobody 
dared challenge him. Andersen wrote: 
‘‘He cared nothing about reviewing his 
soldiers, going to the theater, or tak-
ing a ride in his carriage except to 
show off his new clothes.’’ 

Sound familiar—a leader so vain and 
insecure that those around him are 
afraid to challenge him? a man who 
thinks he is so smart that he can ig-
nore intelligence briefings and who 
thinks he is so powerful that he can at-
tack an entire religion without re-
specting the Constitution, consulting 
Congress, or even his own Cabinet? 

The White House claims its ban on 
Muslims entering our country is about 
‘‘keeping America safe.’’ Don’t be 
fooled. It is about keeping America 
scared. I am not naive. There is good 
and evil in this world. My argument is 
that the administration has the two 
sides confused. 

On Saturday, a 5-year-old Maryland 
boy was held for hours at the Wash-
ington Dulles International Airport 
while his frantic Iranian-born mother 
waited outside. Meanwhile, at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue, alt-right 
provocateur Steve Bannon reassured 
the President that their extreme vet-
ting was protecting us from evil. 

Okay, Mr. Bannon. Let’s talk ex-
treme vetting. 

Before refugees make it to America, 
they are first vetted by the U.N. Com-
mission for Refugees. Then the State 
Department investigates and inter-
views them overseas, checking them 
against databases with data from bat-
tlefields, email intercepts, intelligence, 
and other interviews. If they make it 
this far—and many do not—they are 
fingerprinted and investigated again by 
the FBI. This process can take up to 2 
years, and everyone is vetted—in fact, 
extremely vetted; but no extreme 
seems extreme enough for the extrem-
ists who are currently in the White 
House. 

And how did they choose the seven 
countries to target? 

In the past 40 years, there hasn’t 
been a single terrorist act in America 
by someone from Syria, Iran, Sudan, 
Libya, Somalia, Yemen, or Iraq. Of 
course, that is not all these countries 
have in common. They are also nations 
in which The Trump Organization has 
no business. Meanwhile, the homes of 
every one of the 9/11 hijackers—Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Egypt, and Lebanon—were left off the 
list. The Trump Organization has hold-
ings in three out of the four. 

Last weekend, at the San Francisco 
International Airport, an Afghani in-
terpreter for our military was de-
tained—held—and questioned after 
risking his life for our country. 

In Chicago, Sahar Algonaimi traveled 
from Syria to care for her dying moth-
er. Despite having a valid visa, she was 
put back on a plane and sent home. Be-
fore she left, her sister said she was co-
erced into signing papers that canceled 
her visa. 

b 1030 
Other detainees say they were asked 

their views on the current President. 
What does that have to do with any-
thing? If having a negative view of the 
man in the White House is cause for 
getting kicked out of the country, we 
are going to need a lot more planes. 

Since Friday, hundreds have been de-
tained and thousands of legal residents 
and visa holders are in limbo overseas. 
ISIS is rejoicing, and American troops 
and travelers are in danger. 

So how does the White House de-
scribe the results? ‘‘ . . . a massive suc-
cess story . . . on every single level.’’ If 
this is the Trump administration’s idea 
of success, God help us all when they 
fail. 

At the end of his famous story, Hans 
Christian Andersen’s foolish emperor 
parades naked down the street while 
those around him marvel at his mag-
nificent clothes. Andersen wrote: 

‘‘No costume the Emperor had worn 
before was ever such a complete suc-
cess.’’ 

Then a child cried out: ‘‘But he 
hasn’t got anything on.’’ 

We all know how the story ends. Just 
like in the fairy tale, sometimes it 
takes a child to show us the truth. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF SPECIAL WAR-
FARE OFFICER WILLIAM ‘‘RYAN’’ 
OWENS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. TAYLOR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Chief Special Warfare Officer 
William ‘‘Ryan’’ Owens and his wife 
and his children. 

The Department of Defense an-
nounced his death January 28 in the 
Arabian peninsula after wounds sus-
tained in a raid against al Qaeda. It 
should also be noted that two others 
were wounded in the raid and three 
others injured in a crash landing. 

I looked for my own words today, but 
I came across the profound writing of 
Andrew Stumpf, and I shall recite his 
powerful words today in honor of Chief 
Owens and his family: ‘‘A Debt That 
Cannot Be Repaid.’’ 

‘‘In a country that most would strug-
gle to find on a map, in a compound 
that few possess the courage to enter, 
men from my previous life took the 
fight to our enemy. 

‘‘In that compound, they found men 
that pray five times a day for your de-
struction. Those men don’t know me, 
they don’t know you, and they don’t 
know America. They don’t understand 
our compassion, our freedoms, and our 
tolerance. I know it may seem as if 
those things are currently missing, but 
they remain, and I know they will re-
turn. Our capacity for them is bound-
less, and is only dwarfed by their ha-
tred for you. They don’t care about 
your religious beliefs; they don’t care 
about your political opinions. They 
don’t care if you sit on the left or the 
right, liberal or conservative, pacifist 
or a warrior. They don’t care how much 
you believe in diversity, equality, or 
freedom of speech. 

‘‘I’m sorry that you have never 
smelled the breath of a man who wants 
to kill you. I am sorry that you have 
never felt the alarm bells ringing in 
your body, the combination of fear and 
adrenalin, as you move towards the 
fight, instead of running from it. I am 
sorry you have never heard someone 
cry out for help, or cried out for help 
yourself, relying on the courage of oth-
ers to bring you home. I am sorry that 
you have never tasted the salt from 
your own tears, as you stand at flag 
draped coffins, burying men you were 
humbled to call your friends. I don’t 
wish those experiences on you, but I 
wish you had them. It would change 
the way you act, it would change the 
way you value, it would change the 
way you appreciate. You become quick 
to open your eyes, and slow to open 
your mouth. 

‘‘Most will never understand the sac-
rifice required to keep men from that 
compound away from our doorstep, but 
it would not hurt you to try. It would 
not hurt you to take a moment to re-
spect the sacrifices that others make 
on your behalf, whether they share 
your opinions or not. It would not hurt 
you to take a moment to think of the 
relentless drain on family, friends, and 
loved ones that are left behind. Ideas 
are not protected by words. Paper may 
outline the foundation and principles 
of this nation, but it is blood that pro-
tects it. 

‘‘In that compound, a man you have 
never met gave everything he had, so 
that YOU, have the freedom to think, 
speak, and act however you choose. He 
went there for all of us, whether you 
loved him, or hated what he stood for. 
He went there to preserve the oppor-
tunity and the privilege to believe, to 
be, and to become what we want. This 
country, every single person living in-
side its borders and under the banner of 
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its flag, owe that man. We owe that 
man everything. We owe him the re-
spect that his sacrifice deserves. 

‘‘Saying thank you is not enough. 
‘‘We send our best, and lose them, in 

the fight against the worst this world 
has to offer. If you want to respect and 
honor their sacrifice, it needs to be 
more than words. You have to live it. 

‘‘Take a minute and look around. 
Soak it in, all of it. The good, the bad, 
and the ugly. You have the choice, 
every day, as to which category you 
want to be in, and which direction you 
want to move. You have that choice, 
because the best among us, the best we 
have ever had to offer, fought, bled, 
and died for it. 

‘‘Don’t ever forget it.’’ 
f 

FIGHT CLOSED DOORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, on Fri-
day, I visited a community health cen-
ter in Worcester, Massachusetts. 
There, at a place dedicated to healing 
those in their community, I met one of 
their patients. It was a 42-year-old 
Muslim refugee from Baghdad who ar-
rived in the United States this past No-
vember. He, his wife, and his children 
spent 3 years in a Turkish refugee 
camp after fleeing their home country. 

His family had been targeted in Iraq. 
He had been hospitalized four times 
with bombing injuries. He and his wife 
had both been shot. He watched his 
own brother burn to death in front of 
his eyes, and countless members of his 
family are still missing. 

He was a musician back home, but he 
struggled to keep up his craft as he has 
fled. A doctor in that health center 
managed to track down a used trumpet 
and presented it to that man as a gift. 
Now, every time he visits that health 
center, he brings the trumpet and plays 
it for the staff. 

My visit was no exception. He stood 
in front of our group and proudly 
played our national anthem with tears 
in his eyes because this country had 
given him a home. This country is 
helping him mend his wounds, has pro-
tected his family, and has given him a 
chance to fight another day. 

It is a badge of honor that he shares 
with every single person living in our 
great Nation, regardless of color or 
creed, that we are all bound together 
by the immense opportunity of those 
golden doors, opened at one point for 
our own families sometime down the 
road. 

Hours after our visit, our President— 
his President—told him that his rel-
atives, his neighbors, and millions of 
others who have suffered just as he has 
were no longer welcome here. 

To Samira Asgari, a 30-year-old doc-
tor traveling to Boston to study cures 
for tuberculosis, he closed the doors. 

To the Iraqi general who commands 
an American-trained counterterrorist 

force traveling here to visit his relo-
cated family, our President closed our 
doors. 

To all of the 21.3 million refugees 
worldwide, the leader of our free world 
told them that their pain and their suf-
fering was not his problem, and he 
closed our doors. 

And to the global community, he 
made clear that his government will 
give in to terror and will make deci-
sions based on fear rather than 
strength. 

Mr. President, I hope you hear us 
loud and clear when we say that these 
actions are an insult to the country we 
all love. They are an insult to our Con-
stitution and an embarrassment to the 
blood, the sweat, and the tears that 
generations of Americans have shed in 
defense of Lady Liberty. 

So, Mr. President, we will fight, we 
will march, we will protest, we will 
raise our voices, and one day we will 
win. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to the 
President. 

f 

A NATION THAT WELCOMES AND 
RESPECTS PEOPLE FROM ALL 
OVER THE WORLD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
have had the privilege of working with 
Republican and Democratic Presidents, 
and, I might add, that I have had the 
sadness to be standing with them dur-
ing times of need of this Nation. Living 
knowledge, during my tenure, Presi-
dent George W. Bush was President 
during 9/11. 

I was in this Capitol on September 11, 
2001, and so I was physically evacuated. 
As we were leaving with no under-
standing of what was happening—par-
ticularly for those of us who had come 
for early morning meetings, not having 
the full impact of what had happened 
in New York and not having the full 
knowledge. But as we were fleeing this 
building, we took a look to our right. 
We could see the billowing black 
smoke in the Pentagon. We were run-
ning for our lives. We were running as 
Americans, Muslims, Jews, Christians, 
people of many faiths, many races, 
many genders, many orientations. We 
were running as Americans. 

Those families at Ground Zero 
watched in horror or heard in horror of 
their loved ones lost, in spite of the he-
roic efforts of first responders. First re-
sponders were lost. There, too, was a 
multitude of the United Nations. 

This Nation has always welcomed 
and respected people from all over the 
world, and so it disturbs me when those 
of us who have now taken a visible and 
stoic stand against an unconstitutional 
executive order begin to receive at-
tacks from the very person who should 
be bringing this Nation together. 

I take great insult from the firing of 
Deputy Attorney General Sally Yates, 

a person whom I have worked with per-
sonally as a senior member of the 
House Judiciary Committee. She is of 
profound integrity, honesty, respect-
ability, and professionalism. I con-
gratulate Deputy Attorney General 
Sally Yates for being a patriot. 

Last evening, she rendered this state-
ment: ‘‘In addition, I am responsible 
for ensuring that the positions we take 
in court remain consistent with this 
institution’s solemn obligation to al-
ways seek justice and stand for what is 
right. At present, I am not convinced 
that the defense of the executive order 
is consistent with these responsibilities 
nor am I convinced that the executive 
order is lawful.’’ 

Responding to that, almost like 
Nixon, some decades ago, this White 
House fired Attorney General Yates 
and proceeded to make this statement: 
‘‘The acting Attorney General, Sally 
Yates, has betrayed the Department of 
Justice by refusing to enforce a legal 
order designed to protect the citizens 
of the United States. This order was 
approved as to form and legality by the 
Department of Justice Office of Legal 
Counsel.’’ 

Sally Yates explained it, but there is 
no betrayal of the Department of Jus-
tice. It is an entity. It is not the Amer-
ican people, and it is not a Constitu-
tion. She has no obligation to the De-
partment of Justice. She has an obliga-
tion to the American people to uphold 
the Constitution. 

b 1045 
The White House proceeds to go on to 

say—I assume President Trump—‘‘Ms. 
Yates is an Obama administration ap-
pointee who is weak on borders and 
very weak on illegal immigration,’’ of 
which I don’t know their proof for 
such. 

But what I will say to you is that she 
was doing her civic and patriotic duty 
by remaining there as a senior member 
who was the only person there that 
could sign subpoenas. She was doing 
America a favor. 

So I will say, in the backdrop of that, 
were you at the Bush Intercontinental 
Airport, as I was, when an Iraqi citizen 
came in, a legal permanent resident 
with a green card, and was detained for 
5 hours while his employer and lawyers 
were gathering and hovering outside; 
and CBP, to my understanding, how 
frightened they were, how they did not 
know what was going on, did not allow 
them to be able to speak? 

Or did you listen last night when an 
Iraqi woman indicated that her hus-
band was murdered and she hid for 12 
years in Iraq until she was able to 
bring her children here? 

Did you hear that refugees are being 
denied to come in for 120 days on Fri-
day, Mr. Speaker, and that their papers 
will expire? 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, did you hear 
that the perpetrator in Quebec had on 
his social media that he was supporting 
or praising President Trump? 

Enough is enough. Repeal this order. 
Pass the SOLVE Act. Pass the USA Act 
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