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that I have introduced as well that in-
cludes gender and religion. 

Stop this madness. The executive 
order is unconstitutional. 

f 

AMERICA IS AND MUST REMAIN A 
COUNTRY THAT WELCOMES REF-
UGEES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SWALWELL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, America is and must remain a 
country that welcomes refugees, and 
we must welcome refugees of all reli-
gions. 

President Trump has our country 
under a Muslim ban that makes us less 
safe and less American. Less safe be-
cause we already have in place since 
World War II a process for vetting refu-
gees who come to this country, an in-
tense process that takes 18 to 24 
months before anyone can get here. 

Less safe because it makes us less of 
a team player on an international 
stage that requires cooperation among 
our allies and those in the Middle East 
who are helping us fight terrorism. If 
we are not taking on refugees, as our 
allies, like Jordan and Germany and 
others who are in the thick of this 
fight, we will not be seen as a team 
player and we will not be able to count 
on them for cooperation. 

Less safe because it motivates and 
inspires an enemy who is determined to 
dispel a message that the United 
States is not welcome to Muslims. 

It makes us less American because 
refugees have helped America as much 
as America has helped refugees. We 
have seen this in the wisdom of Albert 
Einstein, the patriotism of Secretary 
Madeleine Albright. 

I have seen this in my own congres-
sional office with my chief of staff, 
Ricky Le, who came to our country at 
age 4, on a raft, fleeing Vietnam, and 
was welcomed into this country, where 
he was given an opportunity to be the 
first in his family to go to college, 
started working on Capitol Hill as an 
intern, and serves as the chief of staff 
in my office today. 

I have seen this spirit of the refugee 
in Mohammad Usafi, who was my guest 
at the State of the Union just 2 years 
ago. Mohammad served our country as 
an interpreter in Afghanistan. He lost 
his father, who was kidnapped and 
killed by the Taliban for his service. 
His little brother was kidnapped, and 
he gave his life savings to save his 
brother’s life. 

We brought Mohammad over to the 
United States. But today, if Moham-
mad was on his way to the United 
States, under this Muslim ban, he 
would be detained in an airport. 

But what is American? 
American is standing up and wel-

coming people in need. Being American 
means going to an airport, as I saw 
thousands do when I went to SFO air-
port in San Francisco this weekend. I 

saw the lawyers on our staff working to 
provide casework to anyone who was 
detained. I saw the spirit of generosity 
across our country at airports and 
town squares. 

Being an American means supporting 
Congresswoman LOFGREN’s SOLVE 
Act, the Statue of Liberty Values Act, 
that will fix and end this Muslim ban. 

Being an American is what Sally 
Yates did last night when she stood up 
against an illegal order and she was 
fired. Acting Attorney General Sally 
Yates was not the person who deserved 
to be fired yesterday. 

To stop this Muslim ban, we must 
unite in this country; unite and make 
sure that we are safe and welcoming to 
those in need; unite to say we will not 
target people for persecution based on 
religion; unite to live out, indeed, what 
we are taught in the Bible. 

In Luke 10:25, a student asked Jesus: 
‘‘What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?’’ 

Jesus says: ‘‘Love the Lord with all 
of your heart, and love your neighbor 
as yourself.’’ 

The student asks: ‘‘Who is my neigh-
bor?’’ 

And Jesus tells him the story of a 
traveler from Jerusalem headed to 
Jericho who was attacked, robbed, and 
beaten along his journey, and stripped 
of all of his clothes. He encounters a 
priest, who walks to the other side of 
the road when he sees the traveler. 

He encounters a Levite, who also, 
like the priest, walks to the other side 
of the road when he sees this beaten, 
weary traveler. But then he comes 
across a Samaritan. The Samaritan 
took pity on the traveler, bandaged his 
wounds, and took him and paid for him 
to stay at an inn. 

Jesus asked the student: ‘‘Which of 
these men was a neighbor?’’ 

The student said: ‘‘The one who 
showed mercy.’’ 

Jesus said to the student: ‘‘Go and do 
likewise.’’ 

To my colleagues in this House, Re-
publicans and Democrats, and Ameri-
cans across this great land, refugees 
are our neighbors. They are the weary 
travelers. How will we receive them? 
The American spirit is to be like the 
Samaritan. We must go and do like-
wise. 

f 

A DECADE OF SERVICE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a Minnesota public 
servant. After nearly a decade of serv-
ice to his community, my friend and 
St. Michael’s former mayor, Jerry 
Zachman, I congratulate him on his re-
tirement. 

Jerry has deep roots in St. Michael, 
as he is a part of the fifth generation of 
his family to live there, and these 
strong ties to his beloved community, 
no doubt, inspired Jerry to serve. 

As the community began to grow and 
develop, his main goal was to ensure 

that St. Michael residents were always 
put first. I think it is safe to say that 
Jerry did just that. During his 10 years 
as mayor, Jerry made numerous im-
provements to this ever-growing com-
munity and city. One major project 
Jerry played a huge role in is the ex-
pansion of the I–94 corridor, which cuts 
through Minnesota’s Sixth Congres-
sional District. 

I thank Jerry for his unwavering 
dedication to St. Michael and to our 
great State, and I wish him nothing 
but the best in his future. 

AN X GAMES STAR 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to celebrate an athlete from my 
district who has persevered and con-
quered, achieved, despite challenges 
that have been presented to him during 
his life. 

This past week, snowmobile 
motocross racer Mike Schultz, from St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, won his sixth gold 
medal at the Winter X Games. Mike 
lost his left leg during a tragic acci-
dent in 2008. This past week, he com-
peted amongst opponents who were 
also amputees or partially paralyzed. 

Mike Schultz serves as a wonderful 
reminder of what can be accomplished 
when one never gives up and displays 
courage in the face of extreme chal-
lenge. It is inspiring to see a young 
man come out on top against such ad-
versity. 

We are proud of you, Mike, and I look 
forward to watching you compete in 
the 2017 International Paralympic 
Committee World Para Snowboard 
Championships in Canada later this 
year. I have no doubt you will be vic-
torious once again. 

MINNESOTA’S MEDIA MOGUL 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to celebrate one of the great 
leaders in Minnesota. Stanley S. Hub-
bard, the president and chairman of 
Hubbard Broadcasting, has been award-
ed the First Amendment Leadership 
Award from the Radio Television Dig-
ital News Foundation. Hubbard Broad-
casting owns several media outlets, in-
cluding KSTP, a local news affiliate in 
the great State of Minnesota. 

Stan Hubbard is well-known in his 
industry. In fact, he has already been 
inducted into the Broadcast & Cable 
Hall of Fame, and he has received the 
Distinguished Service Award from the 
National Association of Broadcasters. 

The First Amendment Leadership 
Award is presented annually to a busi-
ness or government leader who has 
made a significant contribution to the 
protection of the First Amendment and 
the freedom of the press. This award 
was made for someone like Stan Hub-
bard. 

Stan Hubbard, of Hubbard Broad-
casting, has spent his entire career in 
the media protecting and promoting 
free speech and a free and accountable 
press. 

Congratulations to you, Stan, and to 
the entire Hubbard Broadcasting fam-
ily. You deserve this award because 
you earn it every day. 
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