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To turn their lives upside down and put
them at risk because there are people
in the White House who don’t under-
stand or who don’t care is appalling.

I applaud my colleagues in both par-
ties who are speaking out and asking
the administration to come to its
senses on this blanket ban of Muslims
from seven countries—seven countries,
by the way, that have not been in-
volved with terrorist acts. This is not
going to make us any safer. Some have
speculated that some of the countries
that have been left out, like Saudi Ara-
bia, where most of the 9/11 terrorists
came from, were left out because the
President has business interests there.

I don’t know why these countries
were selected, but the fact is it should
end today. It should end not just be-
cause of the brave men and women
under the Special Immigrant Visa pro-
gram from Iraq whose lives are now at
greater risk because of this reckless
act. It is wrong because of the signals
we are sending to foreign nationals
whom we rely upon. It is not just in
Iraq. We have people who work for the
United States who live in many other
countries who help us with the State
Department programs and with the
military. What message are we sending
to them if the United States is not
going to stand up and protect them?

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, thank You for
giving us another day.

It is Your nature to hold us in Your
living presence always. It is our nature
to think of You or of others only mo-
mentarily or in passing.

Be with each of us that we may be
our very best and prove ourselves wor-
thy of Your love and Your grace.

Bless the Members of this people’s
House in their work and deliberations
today that they might merit the trust
of the American people and manifest
the strength of our Republican democ-
racy to the nations of the world.

As the new administration finds its
footing and settles into its governing
principles, may this assembly assist by
remaining faithful to its constitutional
responsibilities with the help of Your
grace and wisdom.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory. Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———
SPY CAR STUDY ACT
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, American families today are
at an increased risk of cyber attacks.
Additional reports of cyber vulnerabil-
ity in cars threaten the safety of Amer-
ican families by allowing a hacker to
access a vehicle and take control from
the driver. Vehicle safety is of great
importance to me because South Caro-
lina is America’s leading exporter of
automobiles and tires, with BMW, soon
Volvo, along with Michelin,
Bridgestone, Continental, and Giti in
Singapore.

Last week, I was grateful to intro-
duce the SPY Car Study Act of 2017
with Congressman TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia. This bipartisan legislation di-
rects government partners and private
automobile manufacturers to conduct a
study on the security and privacy
threats to our motor vehicles.

In conclusion, God bless our troops;
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

President Donald Trump has taken
positive action to vet refugees who
ISIS has threatened to infiltrate so as
to commit mass murder as they did in
France and Germany.

———

WELCOMING REFUGEES IN
RUTLAND, VERMONT

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, I wish
to introduce President Trump to two
Syrian families who made it to safety
in Rutland, Vermont, just a week be-
fore he slammed the door.
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The al-Hallak family is from Damas-
cus, and the Khatib family is from
Aleppo. These families survived a home
being bombed, al Qaeda and ISIS ter-
rorists, and the brutal violence of the
Assad regime. They found temporary
refuge in Turkey. They have now found
permanent freedom in Vermont. These
good people endured all of this hard-
ship to do what all parents strive to
do—protect their children from harm.

Madam Speaker, I wish President
Trump were with me last Thursday in
Rutland to meet the al-Hallaks and the
Khatibs. Do we really fear these fami-
lies when they have been so rigorously
vetted?

I wish President Trump were with me
to meet the generous people of Rut-
land. They had good questions about
the refugee program—its cost and their
security. Yet, Madam Speaker, unlike
President Trump, the folks in Rutland
never, never wanted to ban Muslims
and welcome only Christians.

———

PRESERVING WORKPLACE PRO-
TECTIONS FOR LGBT FEDERAL
CONTRACTORS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am heartened by the administration’s
announcement that it will preserve
workplace protections for LGBT Fed-
eral contractors. This is a meaningful
and positive step toward ending dis-
crimination against hardworking
LGBT Americans who only want to
earn a living and provide for them-
selves and their families.

For many years I have been working
with my congressional colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to protect
skilled, qualified, and motivated LGBT
employees. Too often these individuals
experience rejections at job interviews,
are denied promotions, or face other
types of harassment in the workplace
simply because of their sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity.

This shameful practice of discrimina-
tion on the job runs counter to our core
values of fairness and equality. I hope
that the administration and Congress
can work together to extend equal
rights to LGBT individuals in every
sector.

————

BASIC AMERICAN VALUES IN
WESTERN NEW YORK

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise on behalf of so many
western New Yorkers and Americans
who are outraged by the President’s ex-
ecutive order on immigration.

The story of America is defined by
the struggle of immigrants overcoming
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incredible odds to claim their piece of
the American Dream. The executive
order on immigration is callous, unlaw-
ful, and unconstitutional. An immigra-
tion ban on anyone that is based on re-
ligion or country of origin is in conflict
with basic American values and who we
are as a people.

Inspired by the work of the Inter-
national Institute, Catholic Charities,
Jericho Road, Jewish Family Services,
and so many more, my western New
York community continues to be wel-
coming to refugees and immigrants
from all over the world, including from
those countries that are directly af-
fected by this order. I know my com-
munity will continue to lead by exam-
ple and proudly project American val-
ues.

———

RUSSIA DECRIMINALIZES
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
according to a Russian proverb: ““If he
beats you, it means he loves you.” In
Russia, that has become the norm.
Forty percent of all violent crimes in
Russia are done within the home. 36,000
people are beaten by their partners
every day.

Madam Speaker, this is disturbing;
but the Russian Parliament has voted
overwhelmingly to decriminalize do-
mestic violence if it does not cause
substantial bodily harm and does not
happen more than once a year. So, if a
husband beats his wife once a year,
that is fine, sayeth the lords of Siberia.

Madam Speaker, domestic violence is
not just a family issue; it is a human
rights issue. As a lifelong advocate for
victims, our societies and countries
must recognize the devastating effect
of domestic violence. It tears at the
fabric of society—and not legalize it,
but stop this nightmare wherever it is.

Like my grandmother always taught
me, you never hurt somebody you
claim you love.

And that is just the way it is.

REFUGEE BAN

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker,
the recent executive order signed by
President Trump to ban refugees and
other individuals from certain Muslim-
majority nations is a shameful attempt
to create a religious test for entry into
our country. Rather than making our
Nation safer, it discredits our heritage
and undermines our shared values.

The American people demonstrate
these values every single day. One ex-
ample: just last Friday, Synagogue Am
Shalom, in the 10th District, welcomed
a refugee family who fled the violence
in Syria. There were 22 members of the
congregation who met the family at
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O’Hare International Airport and
greeted them with flowers, toys, and
well wishes. Volunteers then brought
the family to their new apartment that
was full of donated furniture, clothing,
and food to help them start their new
life here at home. This refugee family
was one of the last to arrive before
President Trump slammed the door
shut.

Madam Speaker, I am the grandson
and great-grandson of immigrants who
fled the persecution of Jews in Russia a
century ago in order to build a better
life here for themselves and future gen-
erations. That is the American Dream.
We must not allow fear to turn us in-
ward or bar the gates to innocent refu-
gees who seek a safe home and a better
future here in America.

———
INMATE MANNING

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I rise to share my disgust and
contempt for the former President’s de-
cision to commute the sentence of in-
mate Manning, formerly Kknown as
Bradley Manning. Manning’s commuta-
tion was even opposed by President
Obama’s Secretary of Defense, Ash Car-
ter.

According to press reports, after
Manning released over 450,000 Army
field reports and intelligence reports,
plus over 200,000 diplomatic cables, the
Taliban went on a Kkilling spree—tak-
ing out everyone who seemed to fit the
description of individuals working with
the U.S. It was indiscriminate killing.

Madam Speaker, we are hearing the
usual handwringing this morning from
President Trump’s critics about the
impacts of his executive order on those
who helped us in Iraq and Afghanistan.
These individual voices would be much
more credible if they had criticized
President Obama for his irresponsible
commutation of inmate Manning.

President Obama may be gone,
thankfully, but we are still suffering
from his irresponsible decisions.
Change has finally come to America,
Madam Speaker. Manning and other
enemies of our Nation should be on no-
tice.

———
TRUMP’S MUSLIM BAN

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. JAYAPAL. Madam Speaker, for
hours at Sea-Tac International Airport
on Saturday, I worked with colleagues
from the Port of Seattle, the North-
west Immigrant Rights Project, the
ACLU, and our Governor to get people
who were being held to be released be-
cause of President Trump’s Muslim
ban.

In the utter chaos, I found a gen-
tleman who had come from Somalia to
be reunited with his wife. He had all of
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his legal papers; but, instead, he was
blindly turned away without any due
process. We were able to get two other
individuals released—one from Yemen
and one from Sudan—after a brutal and
determined effort to literally stop the
plane that they had been boarded onto
in order for them to be deported.

This wasn’t just in Seattle, Madam
Speaker. This happened at airports
across the Nation. Our office has been
contacted by dozens of people who are
absolutely terrified. These are stu-
dents, legal permanent residents, and
businesspeople who do not know any-
more what their place in this country
is. Simply put, this is un-American and
unconstitutional.

I, myself, immigrated when I was 16
years old, and it took me 19 years to
become a citizen. I am intimately fa-
miliar with the barriers that people
face in our immigration system, and I
hope that all of the Members of this
Chamber will welcome immigrants the
way we always have.

———

IN MEMORY OF OFFICER DENNIS
McNAMARA

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
to honor the memory of Officer Dennis
McNamara of the Upper Darby Police
Department in Delaware County, Penn-
sylvania.

Fifteen years ago yesterday, Officer
McNamara was brutally gunned down
and murdered in the line of duty while
he served his community. He was sur-
vived by his wife, Diane, and his won-
derful children, Spike and Melissa. I
was with Diane, Spike, Melissa, and
others yesterday as we dedicated a
road in Dennis’ hometown of Upper
Darby as the ‘“‘Dennis McNamara Me-
morial Highway.” It was a fitting me-
morial to Dennis’ wonderful life and
the legacy he has left behind, and it is
one of the many ways Dennis’ own
community will never be forgotten.

Madam Speaker, I will soon be pre-
senting Dennis’ family with two flags.
The first flag flew over the United
States Capitol yesterday, which
marked the 15th anniversary of his
death. The second is a flag of the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial Foundation, which flew over the
law enforcement memorial—just
blocks from here in Judiciary Square—
during National Police Week.

No gesture will bring Dennis back to
his family, but it is my hope that these
flags will continue to help his commu-
nity honor his family and the ultimate
sacrifice he made.

——
0O 1215
NO NOTHING PARTY

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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