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incredible odds to claim their piece of 
the American Dream. The executive 
order on immigration is callous, unlaw-
ful, and unconstitutional. An immigra-
tion ban on anyone that is based on re-
ligion or country of origin is in conflict 
with basic American values and who we 
are as a people. 

Inspired by the work of the Inter-
national Institute, Catholic Charities, 
Jericho Road, Jewish Family Services, 
and so many more, my western New 
York community continues to be wel-
coming to refugees and immigrants 
from all over the world, including from 
those countries that are directly af-
fected by this order. I know my com-
munity will continue to lead by exam-
ple and proudly project American val-
ues. 

f 

RUSSIA DECRIMINALIZES 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
according to a Russian proverb: ‘‘If he 
beats you, it means he loves you.’’ In 
Russia, that has become the norm. 
Forty percent of all violent crimes in 
Russia are done within the home. 36,000 
people are beaten by their partners 
every day. 

Madam Speaker, this is disturbing; 
but the Russian Parliament has voted 
overwhelmingly to decriminalize do-
mestic violence if it does not cause 
substantial bodily harm and does not 
happen more than once a year. So, if a 
husband beats his wife once a year, 
that is fine, sayeth the lords of Siberia. 

Madam Speaker, domestic violence is 
not just a family issue; it is a human 
rights issue. As a lifelong advocate for 
victims, our societies and countries 
must recognize the devastating effect 
of domestic violence. It tears at the 
fabric of society—and not legalize it, 
but stop this nightmare wherever it is. 

Like my grandmother always taught 
me, you never hurt somebody you 
claim you love. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

REFUGEE BAN 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, 
the recent executive order signed by 
President Trump to ban refugees and 
other individuals from certain Muslim- 
majority nations is a shameful attempt 
to create a religious test for entry into 
our country. Rather than making our 
Nation safer, it discredits our heritage 
and undermines our shared values. 

The American people demonstrate 
these values every single day. One ex-
ample: just last Friday, Synagogue Am 
Shalom, in the 10th District, welcomed 
a refugee family who fled the violence 
in Syria. There were 22 members of the 
congregation who met the family at 

O’Hare International Airport and 
greeted them with flowers, toys, and 
well wishes. Volunteers then brought 
the family to their new apartment that 
was full of donated furniture, clothing, 
and food to help them start their new 
life here at home. This refugee family 
was one of the last to arrive before 
President Trump slammed the door 
shut. 

Madam Speaker, I am the grandson 
and great-grandson of immigrants who 
fled the persecution of Jews in Russia a 
century ago in order to build a better 
life here for themselves and future gen-
erations. That is the American Dream. 
We must not allow fear to turn us in-
ward or bar the gates to innocent refu-
gees who seek a safe home and a better 
future here in America. 

f 

INMATE MANNING 

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to share my disgust and 
contempt for the former President’s de-
cision to commute the sentence of in-
mate Manning, formerly known as 
Bradley Manning. Manning’s commuta-
tion was even opposed by President 
Obama’s Secretary of Defense, Ash Car-
ter. 

According to press reports, after 
Manning released over 450,000 Army 
field reports and intelligence reports, 
plus over 200,000 diplomatic cables, the 
Taliban went on a killing spree—tak-
ing out everyone who seemed to fit the 
description of individuals working with 
the U.S. It was indiscriminate killing. 

Madam Speaker, we are hearing the 
usual handwringing this morning from 
President Trump’s critics about the 
impacts of his executive order on those 
who helped us in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
These individual voices would be much 
more credible if they had criticized 
President Obama for his irresponsible 
commutation of inmate Manning. 

President Obama may be gone, 
thankfully, but we are still suffering 
from his irresponsible decisions. 
Change has finally come to America, 
Madam Speaker. Manning and other 
enemies of our Nation should be on no-
tice. 

f 

TRUMP’S MUSLIM BAN 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Madam Speaker, for 
hours at Sea-Tac International Airport 
on Saturday, I worked with colleagues 
from the Port of Seattle, the North-
west Immigrant Rights Project, the 
ACLU, and our Governor to get people 
who were being held to be released be-
cause of President Trump’s Muslim 
ban. 

In the utter chaos, I found a gen-
tleman who had come from Somalia to 
be reunited with his wife. He had all of 

his legal papers; but, instead, he was 
blindly turned away without any due 
process. We were able to get two other 
individuals released—one from Yemen 
and one from Sudan—after a brutal and 
determined effort to literally stop the 
plane that they had been boarded onto 
in order for them to be deported. 

This wasn’t just in Seattle, Madam 
Speaker. This happened at airports 
across the Nation. Our office has been 
contacted by dozens of people who are 
absolutely terrified. These are stu-
dents, legal permanent residents, and 
businesspeople who do not know any-
more what their place in this country 
is. Simply put, this is un-American and 
unconstitutional. 

I, myself, immigrated when I was 16 
years old, and it took me 19 years to 
become a citizen. I am intimately fa-
miliar with the barriers that people 
face in our immigration system, and I 
hope that all of the Members of this 
Chamber will welcome immigrants the 
way we always have. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF OFFICER DENNIS 
MCNAMARA 

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to honor the memory of Officer Dennis 
McNamara of the Upper Darby Police 
Department in Delaware County, Penn-
sylvania. 

Fifteen years ago yesterday, Officer 
McNamara was brutally gunned down 
and murdered in the line of duty while 
he served his community. He was sur-
vived by his wife, Diane, and his won-
derful children, Spike and Melissa. I 
was with Diane, Spike, Melissa, and 
others yesterday as we dedicated a 
road in Dennis’ hometown of Upper 
Darby as the ‘‘Dennis McNamara Me-
morial Highway.’’ It was a fitting me-
morial to Dennis’ wonderful life and 
the legacy he has left behind, and it is 
one of the many ways Dennis’ own 
community will never be forgotten. 

Madam Speaker, I will soon be pre-
senting Dennis’ family with two flags. 
The first flag flew over the United 
States Capitol yesterday, which 
marked the 15th anniversary of his 
death. The second is a flag of the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial Foundation, which flew over the 
law enforcement memorial—just 
blocks from here in Judiciary Square— 
during National Police Week. 

No gesture will bring Dennis back to 
his family, but it is my hope that these 
flags will continue to help his commu-
nity honor his family and the ultimate 
sacrifice he made. 

f 

b 1215 

NO NOTHING PARTY 

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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