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Why is this? 
After years of turmoil and the lack of 

strong American leadership, people in 
Kansas no longer feel safe. 

This legislation that my colleague 
from Pennsylvania has introduced will 
ensure that those on the front lines of 
protecting our Nation’s citizens have 
access to the critical information they 
need to evaluate threats to protect our 
national security. 

Fusion centers conduct analyses and 
facilitate information sharing, which 
are necessary and fundamental actions 
that assist State and local law enforce-
ment in preventing and responding to 
crime and terrorism. 

Just this last week I had the oppor-
tunity to go back to meet with staff 
and visit the Kansas Threat Integra-
tion Center in Topeka, Kansas. I can 
assure you the work they are doing is 
vital to our national security and the 
citizens of my State. They are 
leveraging partnerships with the pri-
vate sector and focused on protecting 
our critical infrastructure. 

I encourages my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 642. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to ex-
press my support for this bill. I urge 
passage of H.R. 642, the Fusion Center 
Enhancement Act of 2017, which, if en-
acted, would send the message that 
Congress values the investment that 
States and localities have made to ad-
dress the challenges of a post-9/11 world 
and stand with DHS in supporting the 
National Network of Fusion Centers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R. 
642. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I strongly urge support of the gentle-
man’s bill. I urge my colleagues to vote 
for H.R. 642 in order to bolster the in-
formation sharing environment within 
the Department of Homeland Security 
and between the Department and State 
and local stakeholders. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KING) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 642. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISORY 
BOARD ACT OF 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 526) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to establish in the 
Department of Homeland Security a 
board to coordinate and integrate de-
partmental intelligence, activities, and 

policy related to counterterrorism, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 526 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Counterter-
rorism Advisory Board Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISORY 
BOARD. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—At the end of subtitle A 
of title II of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 121 et seq.) insert the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 210G. DEPARTMENTAL COORDINATION ON 

COUNTERTERRORISM. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is in the De-

partment a board to be composed of senior 
representatives of departmental operational 
components and headquarters elements. The 
purpose of the board shall be to coordinate 
and integrate departmental intelligence, ac-
tivities, and policy related to the counterter-
rorism mission and functions of the Depart-
ment. 

‘‘(b) CHARTER.—There shall be a charter to 
govern the structure and mission of the 
board. Such charter shall direct the board to 
focus on the current threat environment and 
the importance of aligning departmental 
counterterrorism activities under the Sec-
retary’s guidance. The charter shall be re-
viewed and updated every four years, as ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(c) MEMBERS.— 
‘‘(1) CHAIR.—The Secretary shall appoint a 

Coordinator for Counterterrorism within the 
Department who will serve as the chair of 
the board. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—The Secretary 
shall appoint additional members of the 
board from among the following: 

‘‘(A) The Transportation Security Admin-
istration. 

‘‘(B) United States Customs and Border 
Protection. 

‘‘(C) United States Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement. 

‘‘(D) The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

‘‘(E) The Coast Guard. 
‘‘(F) United States Citizenship and Immi-

gration Services. 
‘‘(G) The United States Secret Service. 
‘‘(H) The National Protection and Pro-

grams Directorate. 
‘‘(I) The Office of Operations Coordination. 
‘‘(J) The Office of the General Counsel. 
‘‘(K) The Office of Intelligence and Anal-

ysis. 
‘‘(L) The Office of Policy. 
‘‘(M) The Science and Technology Direc-

torate. 
‘‘(N) Other Departmental offices and pro-

grams as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(d) MEETINGS.—The board shall meet on a 
regular basis to discuss intelligence and co-
ordinate ongoing threat mitigation efforts 
and departmental activities, including co-
ordination with other Federal, State, local, 
tribal, territorial, and private sector part-
ners, and shall make recommendations to 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(e) TERRORISM ALERTS.—The board shall 
advise the Secretary on the issuance of ter-
rorism alerts pursuant to section 203 of this 
Act. 

‘‘(f) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL FUNDS.— 
No additional funds are authorized to carry 
out this section.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of such Act is 

amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 210F the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 210G. Departmental coordination on 

counterterrorism.’’. 
(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary, acting through the Coordinator 
for Counterterrorism, shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the status and 
activities of the board established under sec-
tion 210G of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as added by subsection (a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, nearly 16 years after 

September 11th, our country continues 
to face the persistent threat of ter-
rorism. From ISIS to al Qaeda, radical 
groups continue to target the United 
States and our way of life. Last year 
alone, we saw more than 131 plots by 
ISIS alone against the West. 

As terrorists continue to evolve, this 
body must ensure that the security 
measures in place to protect the United 
States and its citizens adapt to meet 
these threats. 

Faced with the most dangerous 
threat environment since 9/11, the De-
partment of Homeland Security needs 
to continue to focus on its core mission 
of protecting Americans from these 
threats in an increasingly expeditious 
manner. I am proud that this body is 
working to continue to strengthen our 
national security by debating the bill 
before us today. 

H.R. 526, the Counterterrorism Advi-
sory Board Act of 2017, will help inte-
grate intelligence, operations, and pol-
icy decisions to ensure the Department 
of Homeland Security remains adapt-
able, while eliminating waste and du-
plication. This same bill was intro-
duced last year and passed the House 
by overwhelming majority. 

Mr. Speaker, with open investiga-
tions in all 50 States and more than 119 
arrests, this body must continue to 
take action to protect our homeland. 
Further, these threats will likely ex-
pand as foreign fighters flee places like 
Raqqa and Mosul. 

Mr. Speaker, the world is witnessing 
the greatest convergence of radical Is-
lamic threats in its history. More than 
40,000 jihadists fighters, many of whom 
came from the West, have traveled to 
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the battlefield in Syria and Iraq. With 
this threat environment in mind, I 
have introduced H.R. 526. 

Initially established at the end of 
2010, the Counterterrorism Advisory 
Board brings together the Department 
of Homeland Security’s top echelon 
counterterrorism decisionmakers to 
quickly respond to threats. 

While my colleagues and I were con-
ducting the bipartisan Task Force on 
Combating Terrorists and Foreign 
Fighter Travel, we found that the 
Counterterrorism Advisory Board, or 
CTAB as it is referred to, had neither 
been codified nor had its charter kept 
pace with evolving terrorist threats. 

That is why we need to pass this bill: 
to ensure that DHS is effectively inte-
grating intelligence, operations, and 
policy to better compile and under-
stand threat information to success-
fully fight terrorism. 

This legislation formally establishes 
the CTAB in law and makes it the De-
partment’s central coordination body 
for counterterrorism activities. 

b 1500 

The bill also updates the Board’s 
charter to effectively respond to to-
morrow’s challenges and requires the 
Secretary to appoint a coordinator for 
counterterrorism to oversee the 
Board’s activities. 

Additionally, this legislation re-
quires the CTAB to advise the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security on the 
issuance of terrorism alerts, ensuring 
that top counterterrorism intelligence 
officials play a key role in developing 
these critical notices and providing 
them to the public. 

Finally, this bill ensures continued 
congressional oversight by requiring 
DHS to report on the status and activi-
ties of the CTAB so that they can be 
certain it is meeting its mandate. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL from the 
Homeland Security Committee for ap-
pointing me to lead the bipartisan 
Task Force on Combating Terrorist 
and Foreign Fighter Travel last year. 
This task force produced 32 key find-
ings and more than 50 recommenda-
tions, one of which serves as a basis of 
the legislation before us today. 

I am proud to say we have now acted 
legislatively on more than half of the 
task force’s findings, largely thanks to 
the hard work of the members of the 
task force and their willingness to 
work across the aisle in a bipartisan 
manner. 

I also thank Mr. THOMPSON, my col-
league in the minority, for working in 
a bipartisan manner on this and many 
other bills that we have before us 
today. 

I will end by urging my colleagues to 
support this measure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 526, the 
Counterterrorism Advisory Board Act 
of 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 526 authorizes, 
within the Department of Homeland 
Security, the Counterterrorism Advi-
sory Board, or CTAB, to coordinate and 
integrate the Department’s intel-
ligence policies and activities as re-
lated to counterterrorism. 

Since 2010, this internal body, com-
prised of top DHS officials, has helped 
to harmonize counterterrorism pro-
grams and activities across DHS. 

H.R. 526 directs the Board to meet on 
a regular basis to coordinate and inte-
grate the Department’s counterterror-
ism efforts and set forth the leadership 
and composition of the Board. 

H.R. 526 also requires DHS to report 
to Congress on the Board’s status and 
activities. 

To ensure that the Board remains an 
integral part of counterterrorism pol-
icy recommendations and responses 
across the Department, H.R. 526 would 
codify it in law. 

At this time, when the Homeland Se-
curity challenges we face are, in many 
ways, more complex and diverse than 
ever before, it is essential that the new 
DHS Secretary and any successors 
have a mature, stable mechanism for 
counterterrorism decisionmaking just 
as his predecessors had. 

Mr. Speaker, again, H.R. 526 will au-
thorize, within the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Counterterror-
ism Advisory Board to coordinate and 
integrate the Department’s intel-
ligence activities and policies as re-
lated to counterterrorism. 

This Board already plays a central 
and necessary role within DHS. 

Enactment of H.R. 526 will ensure 
that the Counterterrorism Advisory 
Board will remain in place for years 
and decades to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R. 
526. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 

further speakers, and I urge Members 
to support this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MCCLINTOCK). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 526, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AIRPORT PERIMETER AND ACCESS 
CONTROL SECURITY ACT OF 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 665) to modernize and enhance 
airport perimeter and access control 
security by requiring updated risk as-
sessments and the development of secu-
rity strategies, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 665 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Airport Pe-
rimeter and Access Control Security Act of 
2017’’. 
SEC. 2. RISK ASSESSMENTS OF AIRPORT SECU-

RITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 

Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) shall— 

(1) not later than 60 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, update the Trans-
portation Sector Security Risk Assessment 
(TSSRA) for the aviation sector; and 

(2) not later than 90 days after such date— 
(A) update with the latest and most cur-

rently available intelligence information the 
Comprehensive Risk Assessment of Perim-
eter and Access Control Security (in this Act 
referred to as the ‘‘Risk Assessment of Air-
port Security’’) and determine a regular 
timeframe and schedule for further updates 
to such Risk Assessment of Airport Security; 
and 

(B) conduct a system-wide assessment of 
airport access control points and airport pe-
rimeter security. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The security risk assess-
ments required under subsection (a)(2) 
shall— 

(1) include updates reflected in the TSSRA 
and Joint Vulnerability Assessment (JVA) 
findings; 

(2) reflect changes to the risk environment 
relating to airport access control points and 
airport perimeters; 

(3) use security event data for specific 
analysis of system-wide trends related to air-
port access control points and airport perim-
eter security to better inform risk manage-
ment decisions; and 

(4) take into consideration the unique ge-
ography of and current best practices used 
by airports to mitigate potential 
vulnerabilities. 

(c) REPORT.—The Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration 
shall report to the Committee on Homeland 
Security of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate, relevant Federal departments 
and agencies, and airport operators on the 
results of the security risk assessments re-
quired under subsection (a). 
SEC. 3. AIRPORT SECURITY STRATEGY DEVELOP-

MENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration shall update the 2012 
National Strategy for Airport Perimeter and 
Access Control Security (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘National Strategy’’). 

(b) CONTENTS.—The update to the National 
Strategy required under subsection (a) shall 
include— 

(1) information from the Risk Assessment 
of Airport Security; and 

(2) information on— 
(A) airport security-related activities; 
(B) the status of TSA efforts to address the 

goals and objectives referred to in subsection 
(a); 

(C) finalized outcome-based performance 
measures and performance levels for each 
relevant activity and goal and objective 
under subparagraphs (A) and (B); and 

(D) input from airport operators. 
(c) UPDATES.—Not later than 90 days after 

the update is completed under subsection (a), 
the Administrator of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration shall implement a 
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