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Even though Bubba was suffering from ad-

diction, it never stopped him from caring for 
and loving others; he was always putting 
people before himself. After his death, his 
family have had many strangers and friends 
contact them and told them stories about 
their interactions with him. Bubba always 
expressed to his family, that he was an out-
sider and did not have many friends, but 
they knew that was his addiction making 
him believe those lies. As his family saw 
from the outpour of support from extended 
family, friends and the community, Bubba 
was loved beyond measure. They got a letter 
from a neighbor that said Bubba helped her 
weed her yard because he saw her struggling 
to walk with her cane. She didn’t know who 
he was until she saw his obituary in the 
paper. Another girl told them about how 
Bubba paid for her coffee in the drive thru 
and they became close friends and encour-
aged each other daily. 

‘‘Addiction is real,’’ writes Bubba’s sister. 
‘‘It is affecting families everyday and mak-
ing them question if they’re going to see 
their loved ones ever again. It’s time for us 
to unite and break the silence.’’ 

‘‘I know that if my brother was here he 
would tell everyone struggling that it is 
okay to reach out for help, it doesn’t make 
you weak. You need to associate with people 
who inspire you, people who challenge you to 
rise higher, people who make you better. 
Don’t waste your valuable time with people 
who are not adding to your growth. Your 
destiny is too important.’’ 

‘‘Our brothers and sisters are the first real 
relationships we have outside of our parents. 
Bubba was my brother—my first friend and 
the first person I learned to play with, share 
with, and laugh with. Bubba was the first 
person who picked on me, fought with me 
and taught me forgiveness. A life without 
him was never in sight. And I think that’s 
the hardest thing to get over.’’ 
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HONORING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF 
THOMAS H. BIRDSONG III 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the 90th birthday of Thomas H. 
Birdsong III, a great Virginia business leader. 

Mr. Birdsong has a lifetime of leadership 
and commitment within the peanut commod-
ities business. His company, Birdsong Peanut, 
is the largest company of its kind in the United 
States. Birdsong Peanut Company got its start 
in 1914 as a feed and seed store in Courtland, 
Virginia. In 1939 the founder of Planters Pea-
nuts, asked the company to relocate near his 
factory in Suffolk, Virginia. That plant is still in 
operation today. Mr. Birdsong partners with 
farmers throughout the United States and sells 
to peanut product manufacturers around the 
world. His clients consist of companies such 
as Mars, Snickers, and Smuckers. 

Thomas H. Birdsong III graduated from 
Randolph-Macon College in 1949, received 
the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award from the 
college in 2009, and in 2013 received an hon-
orary degree of law. He has also served as a 
philanthropic leader at Randolph Macon Col-
lege. His commitment to quality and service 
has proven successful not only in the peanut 
business but also in community relationships 
both at home and around the globe. 

I am honored to congratulate Mr. Birdsong 
on his 90th birthday celebration; I thank him 

for the many lives that he has touched along 
the way. It is for these reasons that I join Mr. 
Birdsong’s family and friends in wishing him a 
blessed 90th birthday and continued health 
and happiness in the years to come. 
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MITCH MORRISSEY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mitch 
Morrissey as he completes his tenure as the 
Denver District Attorney. I would also like to 
thank Mitch’s wife, Maggie, for lending her 
husband to the Denver community for so 
many years. During his time in office, Mitch 
made it his mission to protect the public, advo-
cate for victims of crime, and respect the 
rights of the accused. He worked tirelessly to 
promote stronger relations between law en-
forcement and the Denver community. 

For 11 years, Mitch has been the chief pros-
ecutor for the Second Judicial District. Prior to 
his election, he worked in the Denver District 
attorney’s office for 20 years, 10 of which he 
served as the Chief Deputy D.A. In his role as 
D.A., Mitch was responsible for thousands of 
felony and misdemeanor prosecutions each 
year, supervising over 70 attorneys and 120 
staff members, all while prioritizing victims’ 
needs. Mitch led an invaluable team of Victim 
Advocates with a particular focus on those in 
under-served areas and communities. He is 
nationally known for his expertise in DNA 
technology, applying it in criminal prosecutions 
and working to ensure DNA science is admis-
sible in our courtrooms. In addition, Mitch’s re-
lationship with and support for Colorado’s law 
enforcement community has been exceptional. 
Thanks to his hard work, Mitch is also the re-
cipient of numerous awards, including ‘‘Pros-
ecutor of the Year,’’ by the Colorado District 
Attorneys Council and the ‘‘Patriot Award,’’ by 
the Employer Support of the Guard and Re-
serve. 

Mitch is also a true son of Colorado. He is 
a Denver native, a graduate of the University 
of Denver College of Law, the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, and Mullen High School. 

I congratulate Mitch for his achievements. I 
applaud his dedication, leadership, and com-
mitment to justice for Colorado’s citizens. I am 
proud of the work he has accomplished and 
wish him all the success and happiness in the 
years to come. 
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APPLAUDING ERRICAL BRYANT 
FOR HER SERVICE TO ALA-
BAMA’S FIRST CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
share my deepest appreciation for my Director 
of Operations, Errical Bryant, for her years of 
service to Alabama’s First Congressional Dis-
trict. Today marks Errical’s final day serving 
the people of Southwest Alabama. 

Like so many on Capitol Hill, Errical started 
out as an intern for Congressman Sonny Cal-
lahan in 2000. After working for a period of 
time as a door attendant in the U.S. Senate, 
Errical returned to serving the First District as 
Constituent Services Director for Congress-
man Jo Bonner. She later added the respon-
sibilities of Administrative Director and Sched-
uler. Errical served in this position for over ten 
years, until Congressman Bonner retired from 
Congress in 2013. 

Mr. Speaker, I asked former Congressman 
Jo Bonner to share his appreciation for Errical. 
Congressman Bonner said, ‘‘Simply put, 
Errical is a wonderful human being—one of 
the finest people I know—and her many char-
acteristics of honesty, hard work, dedication, 
and patriotic duty are the very qualities that 
will well serve America’s next Attorney Gen-
eral. There are very few people in Alabama 
who have interacted with our office over the 
past 14 years who have not had the pleasure 
of working with Errical Bryant. In many ways, 
she has become the face of Alabama’s First 
Congressional District in Washington and she 
has always made visitors feel extra special 
and at home, forever representing Congress-
man Byrne and me in the most professional 
manner humanly possible. While Errical’s 
strengths are considerable, her talents are un-
limited and her love of country is second to 
none.’’ 

When I was elected to Congress, one of the 
first pieces of advice I received from Con-
gressman Bonner was to hire Errical. I distinc-
tively remember my wife, Rebecca, and I 
meeting with her to discuss the position. Dur-
ing our meeting, Errical said ‘‘If you do every-
thing I tell you to do, then you will be a really 
good Congressman.’’ Having worked with 
Errical over the last three years, I can say 
there was a lot of truth to that statement. 

As my Director of Operations, Errical han-
dles everything from scheduling meetings to 
managing office finances to planning special 
events. She is a master of the little things and 
keeps the office running smoothly and effec-
tively. Despite all the stress and pressure of a 
Congressional office, Errical keeps the train on 
the tracks and the schedule moving. 

She has also helped countless people from 
Southwest Alabama arrange successful visits 
to our nation’s capital. Upon their arrival to 
Washington, she has been a welcoming face 
ensuring southern hospitality remains ever 
present in our office. In addition to planning 
everyday visits, she has overseen ticket dis-
tribution for multiple presidential inaugurations 
and major gatherings. 

Errical has arranged important visits to 
Southwest Alabama for other Members of 
Congress, cabinet officials, and foreign am-
bassadors. These visits were planned and ex-
ecuted perfectly, which helped leave a positive 
impression of our part of the country on both 
national and world leaders. 

As our internship program coordinator, 
Errical has also helped mold and shape the 
next generation of leaders. She has instilled 
professionalism and confidence in countless 
young professionals that will serve them well 
in whatever career path they take. 

In addition to all of her official duties and re-
sponsibilities, Errical has served as the office’s 
unofficial party planner and executive chef. 
Displaying the same southern hospitality she 
shows to our constituents, Errical has orga-
nized countless celebrations for co-workers, 
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usually bringing in a classic ‘‘Pouncey Family’’ 
homemade cake or pie. 

I asked some of her current and former col-
leagues for one word that describes Errical, 
and I think these hit home: dedicated, steady, 
diligent, passionate, ethical, motivated, funny, 
sunny, meticulous, loyal, accommodating, con-
scientious, and tenacious. 

Mr. Speaker, Errical has been ‘‘the face’’ of 
Alabama’s First Congressional District for 
much of the last fifteen years, and her service 
will be missed. As she moves on to begin a 
new role, I want to wish her and her husband, 
Thurston, all the best. 

So, on behalf of Alabama’s First Congres-
sional District, I want to thank Errical for her 
years of hard work, commitment, and service 
to Southwest Alabama. 
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THE IMPACT OF THE REPEAL OF 
THE ACA 

HON. ROBIN L. KELLY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD this article concerning the re-
peal of ACA. 

[From the Washington Post] 
REPEALING THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT WILL 
KILL MORE THAN 43,000 PEOPLE ANNUALLY 

(By David Himmelstein and Steffie 
Woolhandler) 

Now that President Trump is in the Oval 
Office, thousands of American lives that 
were previously protected by provisions of 
the Affordable Care Act are in danger. For 
more than 30 years, we have studied how 
death rates are affected by changes in 
health-care coverage, and we’re convinced 
that an ACA repeal could cause tens of thou-
sands of deaths annually. 

The story is in the data: The biggest and 
most definitive study of what happens to 
death rates when Medicaid coverage is ex-
panded, published in the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine, found that for every 455 peo-
ple who gained coverage across several 
states, one life was saved per year. Applying 
that figure to even a conservative estimate 
of 20 million losing coverage in the event of 
an ACA repeal yields an estimate of 43,956 
deaths annually. 

With Republicans’ efforts to destroy the 
ACA now underway, several commentators 
have expressed something akin to cautious 
optimism about the effect of a potential re-
peal. The Washington Post’s Glenn Kessler 
awarded Sen. Bernie Sanders (I–Vt.) four 
Pinocchios for claiming that 36,000 people a 
year will die if the ACA is repealed; Brook-
ings Institution fellow Henry Aaron, mean-
while, predicted that Republicans probably 
will salvage much of the ACA’s gains, and 
conservative writer Grover Norquist argued 
that the tax cuts associated with repeal 
would be a massive boon for the middle class. 

But such optimism is overblown. 
The first problem is that Republicans don’t 

have a clear replacement plan. Kessler, for 
instance, chides Sanders for assuming that 
repeal would leave many millions uninsured, 
because Kessler presumes that the Repub-
licans would replace the ACA with reforms 
that preserve coverage. But while repeal 
seems highly likely (indeed, it’s already un-
derway using a legislative vehicle that re-
quires only 50 Senate votes), replacement 
(which would require 60 votes) is much less 
certain. 

Moreover, even if a Republican replace-
ment plan comes together, it’s likely to take 
a big backward step from the gains made by 
the ACA, covering fewer people with much 
skimpier plans. 

Although Aaron has a rosy view of a likely 
Republican plan, much of what they—nota-
bly House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R–Wis.) 
and Rep. Tom Price (R–Ga.), who is Trump’s 
nominee to head the Department of Health 
and Human Services, which will be in charge 
of dismantling the ACA—have advocated in 
place of the ACA would hollow out the cov-
erage of many who were unaffected by the 
law, harming them and probably raising 
their death rates. Abolishing minimum cov-
erage standards for insurance policies would 
leave insurers and employers free to cut cov-
erage for preventive and reproduction-re-
lated care. Allowing interstate insurance 
sales probably would cause a race to the bot-
tom, with skimpy plans that emanate from 
lightly regulated states becoming the norm. 
Block granting Medicaid would leave poor 
patients at the mercy of state officials, 
many of whom have shown little concern for 
the health of the poor. A Medicare voucher 
program (with the value of the voucher tied 
to overall inflation rather than more rapid 
medical inflation) would worsen the cov-
erage of millions of seniors, a problem that 
would be exacerbated by the proposed ban on 
full coverage under Medicare supplement 
policies. In other words, even if Republicans 
replace the ACA, the plans they’ve put on 
the table would have devastating con-
sequences. 

The frightening fact is that Sanders’s esti-
mate that about 36,000 people will die if the 
ACA is repealed is consistent with well-re-
spected studies. The Urban Institute’s esti-
mate, for instance, predicts that 29.8 million 
(not just 20 million) will lose coverage if Re-
publicans repeal the law using the budget 
reconciliation process. And that’s exactly 
what they’ve already begun to do, with no 
replacement plan in sight. 

No one knows with any certainty what the 
Republicans will do, or how many will die as 
a result. But Sanders’s suggestion that 36,000 
would die is certainly well within the ball-
park of scientific consensus on the likely im-
pact of repeal of the ACA, and the notion of 
certain replacement—and the hope that a 
GOP replacement would be a serviceable 
remedy—are each far from certain, and look-
ing worse every day. 
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AFAQ SELECTED TO REPRESENT 
TEXAS AT THE CONGRESS OF 
FUTURE SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY LEADERS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Shaikh Afaq of Sugar Land, TX, 
for being chosen to represent Texas as a Del-
egate at the Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders by the National Academy 
of Future Physicians and Medical Scientists. 

Shaikh was nominated to this position be-
cause of her excellent academic record and 
desire to enter the Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math (STEM) field. Through this 
program she will be able to meet some of the 
most important leaders in the STEM industry, 
including Nobel Prize winners and top sci-
entific university deans. The Congress of Fu-
ture Science and Technology Leaders is 

hosted to help motivate the top students in the 
country to pursue their desired careers in the 
STEM fields. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Shaikh Afaq for being selected as a Dele-
gate at the Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders. We are extremely proud 
and expect great things from her in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FAMILIES IM-
PACTED BY THE NATIONAL 
OPIOID EPIDEMIC 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to include in the RECORD 
the personal stories of families from across 
the country that have been impacted by the 
opioid and heroin epidemic. In the U.S. we 
lose 129 lives per day to opioid and heroin 
overdose. In my home state of New Hamp-
shire I have learned so many heartbreaking 
stories of great people and families who have 
suffered from the effects of substance use dis-
order. 

Earlier this year, my colleagues and I were 
joined by many of these courageous families 
who came to Washington to share their stories 
with Members of Congress and push for ac-
tion that will prevent overdoses and save lives. 
Since then, we passed both the Comprehen-
sive Addiction and Recovery Act and the 21st 
Century Cures Act to provide much needed 
funding and critical policy changes to fight this 
epidemic. 

The advocacy of these families truly is so 
important to leading change in Washington 
and I am proud to preserve their stories. 

CARLTON FREDRICK MESSINGER II— 
HOLDERNESS, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

On Sunday, September 28, 2014, Carlton’s 
(Carl) family found out that he had been 
using heroin on and off for about a year. 
They were as shocked and bewildered as any 
parents could possibly be. They asked them-
selves: ‘‘How does a young adult who is a col-
lege graduate and taking advanced classes in 
chemistry and biology, getting A’s & B’s in 
the classes so he can apply to dental school 
use heroin?’’ His mother immediately 
thought that’s not my child, there has to be 
a mistake. How did we miss this? How does 
a functioning member of society who six 
months ago started a thriving eBay business 
selling vintage transformer toys use heroin? 
There were many questions swirling around 
in her head after being told about Carl’s her-
oin use. She felt, and still does feel, at times, 
that she is in a movie and this has not really 
happened to her family. She feels that Carl is 
out of town and will be coming back home 
someday. But then reality hits and she real-
izes Carl is never coming home. 

Within minutes of being told about Carl 
using heroin, his family confronted him. 
After a lengthy, calm, and rational discus-
sion, he confessed to using and that he was 
weaning himself off of it with Suboxone. Carl 
told his parents he wanted their help. The re-
sult of that meeting was an agreement: Carl 
would immediately enter a detox program, 
then enter a treatment facility. 

After six phone calls and much frustration, 
his mother finally found a detox center that 
would take Carl. The reason for her frustra-
tion was not that there wasn’t a bed avail-
able or that they didn’t take their insurance; 
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