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Even though Bubba was suffering from ad-
diction, it never stopped him from caring for
and loving others; he was always putting
people before himself. After his death, his
family have had many strangers and friends
contact them and told them stories about
their interactions with him. Bubba always
expressed to his family, that he was an out-
sider and did not have many friends, but
they knew that was his addiction making
him believe those lies. As his family saw
from the outpour of support from extended
family, friends and the community, Bubba
was loved beyond measure. They got a letter
from a neighbor that said Bubba helped her
weed her yard because he saw her struggling
to walk with her cane. She didn’t know who
he was until she saw his obituary in the
paper. Another girl told them about how
Bubba paid for her coffee in the drive thru
and they became close friends and encour-
aged each other daily.

‘“‘Addiction is real,” writes Bubba’s sister.
“It is affecting families everyday and mak-
ing them question if they’re going to see
their loved ones ever again. It’s time for us
to unite and break the silence.”

“I know that if my brother was here he
would tell everyone struggling that it is
okay to reach out for help, it doesn’t make
you weak. You need to associate with people
who inspire you, people who challenge you to
rise higher, people who make you better.
Don’t waste your valuable time with people
who are not adding to your growth. Your
destiny is too important.”’

“Our brothers and sisters are the first real
relationships we have outside of our parents.
Bubba was my brother—my first friend and
the first person I learned to play with, share
with, and laugh with. Bubba was the first
person who picked on me, fought with me
and taught me forgiveness. A life without
him was never in sight. And I think that’s
the hardest thing to get over.”

———
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Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cel-
ebrate the 90th birthday of Thomas H.
Birdsong Ill, a great Virginia business leader.

Mr. Birdsong has a lifetime of leadership
and commitment within the peanut commod-
ities business. His company, Birdsong Peanut,
is the largest company of its kind in the United
States. Birdsong Peanut Company got its start
in 1914 as a feed and seed store in Courtland,
Virginia. In 1939 the founder of Planters Pea-
nuts, asked the company to relocate near his
factory in Suffolk, Virginia. That plant is still in
operation today. Mr. Birdsong partners with
farmers throughout the United States and sells
to peanut product manufacturers around the
world. His clients consist of companies such
as Mars, Snickers, and Smuckers.

Thomas H. Birdsong Il graduated from
Randolph-Macon College in 1949, received
the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award from the
college in 2009, and in 2013 received an hon-
orary degree of law. He has also served as a
philanthropic leader at Randolph Macon Col-
lege. His commitment to quality and service
has proven successful not only in the peanut
business but also in community relationships
both at home and around the globe.

| am honored to congratulate Mr. Birdsong
on his 90th birthday celebration; | thank him
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for the many lives that he has touched along
the way. It is for these reasons that | join Mr.
Birdsong’s family and friends in wishing him a
blessed 90th birthday and continued health
and happiness in the years to come.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Mitch
Morrissey as he completes his tenure as the
Denver District Attorney. | would also like to
thank Mitch’s wife, Maggie, for lending her
husband to the Denver community for so
many years. During his time in office, Mitch
made it his mission to protect the public, advo-
cate for victims of crime, and respect the
rights of the accused. He worked tirelessly to
promote stronger relations between law en-
forcement and the Denver community.

For 11 years, Mitch has been the chief pros-
ecutor for the Second Judicial District. Prior to
his election, he worked in the Denver District
attorney’s office for 20 years, 10 of which he
served as the Chief Deputy D.A. In his role as
D.A., Mitch was responsible for thousands of
felony and misdemeanor prosecutions each
year, supervising over 70 attorneys and 120
staff members, all while prioritizing victims’
needs. Mitch led an invaluable team of Victim
Advocates with a particular focus on those in
under-served areas and communities. He is
nationally known for his expertise in DNA
technology, applying it in criminal prosecutions
and working to ensure DNA science is admis-
sible in our courtrooms. In addition, Mitch’s re-
lationship with and support for Colorado’s law
enforcement community has been exceptional.
Thanks to his hard work, Mitch is also the re-
cipient of numerous awards, including “Pros-
ecutor of the Year,” by the Colorado District
Attorneys Council and the “Patriot Award,” by
the Employer Support of the Guard and Re-
serve.

Mitch is also a true son of Colorado. He is
a Denver native, a graduate of the University
of Denver College of Law, the University of
Colorado at Boulder, and Mullen High School.

| congratulate Mitch for his achievements. |
applaud his dedication, leadership, and com-
mitment to justice for Colorado’s citizens. | am
proud of the work he has accomplished and
wish him all the success and happiness in the
years to come.
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share my deepest appreciation for my Director
of Operations, Errical Bryant, for her years of
service to Alabama’s First Congressional Dis-
trict. Today marks Errical’s final day serving
the people of Southwest Alabama.
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Like so many on Capitol Hill, Errical started
out as an intern for Congressman Sonny Cal-
lahan in 2000. After working for a period of
time as a door attendant in the U.S. Senate,
Errical returned to serving the First District as
Constituent Services Director for Congress-
man Jo Bonner. She later added the respon-
sibilities of Administrative Director and Sched-
uler. Errical served in this position for over ten
years, until Congressman Bonner retired from
Congress in 2013.

Mr. Speaker, | asked former Congressman
Jo Bonner to share his appreciation for Errical.
Congressman Bonner said, “Simply put,
Errical is a wonderful human being—one of
the finest people | know—and her many char-
acteristics of honesty, hard work, dedication,
and patriotic duty are the very qualities that
will well serve America’s next Attorney Gen-
eral. There are very few people in Alabama
who have interacted with our office over the
past 14 years who have not had the pleasure
of working with Errical Bryant. In many ways,
she has become the face of Alabama’s First
Congressional District in Washington and she
has always made visitors feel extra special
and at home, forever representing Congress-
man Byrne and me in the most professional
manner humanly possible. While Errical’s
strengths are considerable, her talents are un-
limited and her love of country is second to
none.”

When | was elected to Congress, one of the
first pieces of advice | received from Con-
gressman Bonner was to hire Errical. | distinc-
tively remember my wife, Rebecca, and |
meeting with her to discuss the position. Dur-
ing our meeting, Errical said “If you do every-
thing | tell you to do, then you will be a really
good Congressman.” Having worked with
Errical over the last three years, | can say
there was a lot of truth to that statement.

As my Director of Operations, Errical han-
dles everything from scheduling meetings to
managing office finances to planning special
events. She is a master of the little things and
keeps the office running smoothly and effec-
tively. Despite all the stress and pressure of a
Congressional office, Errical keeps the train on
the tracks and the schedule moving.

She has also helped countless people from
Southwest Alabama arrange successful visits
to our nation’s capital. Upon their arrival to
Washington, she has been a welcoming face
ensuring southern hospitality remains ever
present in our office. In addition to planning
everyday visits, she has overseen ticket dis-
tribution for multiple presidential inaugurations
and major gatherings.

Errical has arranged important visits to
Southwest Alabama for other Members of
Congress, cabinet officials, and foreign am-
bassadors. These visits were planned and ex-
ecuted perfectly, which helped leave a positive
impression of our part of the country on both
national and world leaders.

As our internship program coordinator,
Errical has also helped mold and shape the
next generation of leaders. She has instilled
professionalism and confidence in countless
young professionals that will serve them well
in whatever career path they take.

In addition to all of her official duties and re-
sponsibilities, Errical has served as the office’s
unofficial party planner and executive chef.
Displaying the same southern hospitality she
shows to our constituents, Errical has orga-
nized countless celebrations for co-workers,
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