E118

studied great western artists and Chinese
brush paintings, especially Song dynasty land-
scapes that expressed mountains, trees and
fog with nominal brush strokes. He graduated
from Otis and joined the Depression-era Fed-
eral Art Project, creating paintings for govern-
ment buildings and other institutions. During
this time period he was a featured artist at an
Art Institute of Chicago exhibition that included
artists such as Pablo Picasso, and was active
in organizing local art exhibitions for Los An-
geles’ Asian artists.

In 1937, Tyrus married Ruth Ng Kim, and
after the birth of their first daughter, Kay in
1938, he began working for Disney as an
“inbetweener,” where he worked on hundreds
of Mickey Mouse sketches. After learning
about Disney’s film “Bambi,” which was in
pre-production, he created watercolors and
drawings of a deer in a forest, and those tiny,
evocative renderings became the basis for the
film’'s visual style and he became the film’'s
lead artist. In 1941, after a Disney animators’
strike, Mr. Wong went to work at Warner
Brothers Studios as a film production illustrator
and sketch artist, where he drew set designs
and storyboards for movies such as “Sands of
lwo Jima,” “Rebel Without a Cause” and
“Auntie Mame.” Tyrus retired from Warner
Bros. in 1968, but continued to work as an art-
ist, creating greeting cards for Hallmark Cards,
working as a ceramicist, and building and de-
signing exquisite hand-made kites.

Mr. Wong'’s life and work has been featured
in many significant exhibitions at The Walt
Disney Family Museum in San Francisco and
The Museum of Chinese in America in New
York City and his striking Chinese Dragon
mural is prominently displayed in Chinatown.
Tyrus is featured in several documentaries, in-
cluding the award-winning documentary
“Tyrus,” in which he shared his struggles with
poverty, racism and adversity.

Mr. Wong is survived by his daughters: Kay
Fong, Tai-Ling Wong, Kim Wong and two
grandsons.

I would like to ask all Members to join me
in remembering Tyrus Wong, a Disney Leg-
end, whose innovative work inspired genera-
tions of animators, and who leaves a lasting
legacy as one of the foremost artists in Los
Angeles, California.

LA PATISSERIE FRANCAISE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud La Patisserie
Francaise for being honored by the Arvada
Chamber of Commerce as Business of the
Year.

To be honored as the Business of the Year
by the Arvada Chamber, businesses must
have established a reputation for providing a
superior level of customer service, using inge-
nuity and innovation to overcome challenges,
and be an active participant and supporter of
community activities.

La Patisserie Francaise is well known for
their extraordinary leadership and heartfelt
commitment to the city of Arvada. The owner,
Sadie Russo, goes above and beyond in her
commitment to the community through her do-
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nations to local organizations as well as serv-
ing as an advocate for the City of Arvada.

| extend my deepest congratulations to La
Patisserie Francaise for this well-deserved
recognition by the Arvada Chamber of Com-
merce.

———

TO HONOR THE IMPERIAL COURT
DE FORT WORTH/ARLINGTON

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Imperial Court de Fort Worth/Arling-
ton (ICFWA) in celebration of its 37 years of
service to the LGBTQ community in the 33rd
Congressional District of Texas.

In 1979, thirty founding members estab-
lished the Fort Worth/Arlington chapter of the
International Court System—one of the oldest
and largest LGBTQ organizations in the world.
ICFWA is a social-community service organi-
zation that sponsors fundraisers for charities in
the community, advocates on behalf of the
LGBTQ community, and provides a social sup-
port system for members of the LGBTQ com-
munity.

The ICFWA has given to a number of orga-
nizations throughout its decades of service to
Fort Worth and Arlington. ICFWA fundraisers
have benefitted the Samaritan House, Cancer
Care Services, Health Services of North
Texas, Meals on Wheels, and the Aids Out-
reach Center. Throughout 2015 and 2016, the
ICFWA gave over $21,000 to various causes
and charities.

The LGBTQ community has experienced
discrimination at their places of employment
and in general society. Due to the work of
LGBTQ advocacy groups, such as the ICFWA,
progress has been made to ensure that Amer-
icans of any sexual orientation are not treated
differently under the law, have equal access to
healthcare services, and that their rights are
well protected.

Members of the ICFWA have fiercely served
the LGBTQ community by addressing the
needs of those suffering from HIV/AIDS. The
ICFWA helped form the Treehouse Commis-
sion, which is still active today, during the
peak of the HIV/AIDS crisis to foster coordina-
tion among organizations aiding those affected
by HIV/AIDS.

Several ICFWA members sat on the found-
ing committee of the Samaritan House, a
home for persons with HIV/AIDS, in 1991.
When the local AIDS Outreach Center lost
grant funding, the ICFWA took on the respon-
sibility of funding the food pantry so that cli-
ents would not go hungry.

The ICFWA will honor the work of all of its
members in March at its XXXVIII annual coro-
nation in Fort Worth, Texas as the Court
chooses a new Emperor and Empress.

I honor the Imperial Court de Fort Worth
and Arlington’s ceaseless support and fearless
advocacy for the LGBTQ community.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE STREAM-
LINED AND IMPROVED METHODS
AT POLLING LOCATIONS AND
EARLY VOTING ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Streamlined and Improved
Methods at Polling Locations and Early Voting
Act, also known as the “SIMPLE” Voting Act
for short. | introduced this bill earlier today.

This is a scary time for voting rights. We are
witnessing an assault on voting rights the likes
of which our nation has not seen since the
passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965. The
President is alleging, without evidence, that
there is widespread voter fraud in our country.

We know where this is heading. It is just the
latest attempt to turn back the clock on voting
rights since the Supreme Court overturned a
key portion of the Voting Rights Act in 2013.

In the name of protecting Americans from
supposed in-person voter fraud, a fraud that is
virtually non-existent, States have been enact-
ing voter ID laws. The real reason for these
laws, however, has been anything but election
integrity. It has been about partisan politics
and discrimination.

But don’t take my word for it. Take the
words of legislators like the then-Pennsylvania
House Majority Leader who boasted in 2012
that the state’s newly enacted voter ID law
would allow Mitt Romney to win his state.
While speaking about his legislature’s accom-
plishments, he said, “Voter ID, which is going
to allow Governor Romney to win the state of
Pennsylvania: done.”

Or take the more recent comments of a
freshman Republican Wisconsin state rep-
resentative last year who, while being inter-
viewed about the 2016 election, said, “And
now we have photo ID, and | think photo ID
is going to make a little bit of a difference as
well.”

Or take the word of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 4th Circuit which said that new
provisions of a voter ID law in North Carolina,
“target African Americans with almost surgical
precision[.]” According to the court, the law
imposed cures for problems that did not exist,
and “Thus the asserted justifications cannot
and do not conceal the State’s true motiva-
tion.”

The right to vote is the cornerstone of our
democracy. It is sacred. Yet, sadly, we have
an ugly history in this nation of efforts to limit
people’s ability to access this constitutional
right.

We need to make it easier for people to
vote, not harder, and that is why | have intro-
duced this bill today.

If enacted, the SIMPLE Voting Act would re-
quire states to allow early voting for federal
elections for at least two weeks prior to elec-
tion day, and to the greatest extent possible
ensure that polling locations are within walking
distance of a stop on a public transportation
route.

It would also require that sufficient voting
systems, poll workers and other election re-
sources are provided, that wait times are fair
and equitable for all voters across a state, and
that no one be required to wait longer than
one hour to cast a ballot at a polling place.
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None of this should be controversial. This is
all common sense, or at least should be, to
those who want to help more Americans to
vote.

| urge my colleagues to pass this bill.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
EDDIE MANFORD BUFFALOE, SR.
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM LAW ENFORCE-
MENT

HON. GK. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor and recognize my constituent and
friend, Officer Eddie Manford Buffaloe, Sr. as
he retires from seventeen years of honorable
service as a courtroom bailiff for District and
Superior Courts in Northampton County, North
Carolina. The past seventeen years as a
courtroom bailiff is but a part of a long and
storied career in law enforcement that
spanned more than half a century.

Officer Buffaloe was born in Northampton
County in Gumberry, North Carolina on June
3, 1931. He was one of ten children born to
the former Geneva Brooks and Eddie Bruce
Buffaloe. He attended Northampton County
Training School in Garysburg, North Carolina
which was recognized as a “Christian Institu-
tion for Negro Youths of Both Sexes.” Fol-
lowing graduation, on December 5, 1951 at
age 20, Eddie Buffaloe enlisted in the United
States Army.

He served on active duty for two years be-
fore transferring to the Army Reserve where
he served an additional five years. After nearly
seven years of military service, Eddie received
an Honorable Discharge and returned to his
Northampton County home.

It was in 1961 that Eddie’s law enforcement
career commenced when he volunteered as a
Special Deputy with the Northampton County
Sheriffs Department where he worked the
night shift. In 1965, Officer Buffaloe became a
full time Deputy Sheriff with the Northampton
County Sheriff's Department. His love of law
enforcement compelled him to learn every-
thing he could about his work.

Officer Buffaloe participated in and com-
pleted significant training at the Northampton
County Law Enforcement Officers Training
School, United States Treasury Department’s
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms division; Roa-
noke-Chowan Training Center; and the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

In 1991 at the age of 70 and after sixteen
years with the Northampton County Sheriff's
Department, Officer Buffaloe was appointed
Chief of Police for the town of Rich Square.
He honorably and faithfully protected the resi-
dents of Rich Square and led his department
for eight years. During his service as Police
Chief, in June of 1996, Chief Buffaloe was
tragically shot by a citizen during a domestic
dispute but he recovered and continued serv-
ing the people of that community until his re-
tirement in 1999. Always driven to serve oth-
ers, he embarked on yet another career in
public service by serving as a courtroom bailiff
for District and Superior Courts in North-
ampton County.

From 1999 until 2016—17 years—Officer
Eddie Buffaloe kept the peace when court was
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in session. He served as a bailiff under three
different elected Sheriffs and is now ready to
enjoy his hard earned retirement.

At every step along his storied life, Police
Chief Eddie Buffaloe, Sr. was accompanied by
his wife the former Ruth Langford. The two
were married on January 4, 1959 and just re-
cently celebrated their 58th wedding anniver-
sary. Together, they had three sons—Anthony,
Deon, and Eddie Jr. who followed in his fa-
ther's footsteps in law enforcement and now
serves as Chief of Police in Elizabeth City,
North Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Eddie Manford Buffaloe,
Sr. has dedicated his entire adult life to public
service. | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the dedication and selflessness dis-
played by Chief Buffaloe over a more than 70
years first as a soldier, then as a volunteer
Special Deputy, Deputy Sheriff, Police Chief,
and finally as a courtroom bailiff. While Chief
Buffaloe is deserving of far greater accolades
from a grateful public, my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in expressing our sincere appreciation for
Chief Buffaloe’s hard work and sacrifice.

RECOGNIZING FAMILIES IM-
PACTED BY THE NATIONAL
OPIOID EPIDEMIC

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to include in the RECORD
the personal stories of families from across
the country that have been impacted by the
opioid and heroin epidemic. In the U.S. we
lose 129 lives per day to opioid and heroin
overdose. In my home state of New Hamp-
shire | have learned so many heartbreaking
stories of great people and families who have
suffered from the effects of substance use dis-
order.

Earlier this year, my colleagues and | were
joined by many of these courageous families
who came to Washington to share their stories
with Members of Congress and push for ac-
tion that will prevent overdoses and save lives.
Since then, we passed both the Comprehen-
sive Addiction and Recovery Act and the 21st
Century Cures Act to provide much needed
funding and critical policy changes to fight this
epidemic.

The advocacy of these families truly is so
important to leading change in Washington
and | am proud to preserve their stories.

ZACHARY ‘‘ZACH’’ LEN—BRIDGEWATER, NEW

JERSEY

Zach was born on April 20, 1989. He grew up
in the ice rink—he started skating at four
and never stopped. Zach had a way about
him, always smiling and laughing. He was al-
ways quiet and shy at first but once he was
comfortable he would open up. When Zach
went to college, he started to dabble with
prescription pills. Zach did a great job hiding
his addiction from the world. Eventually, it
became clear that he had a problem, and
that it was out of control. That is when the
cycle of detox and enrollment in treatment
centers began. This vicious cycle would take
place every couple of months; Zach would be
sober for some time, relapse, then start the
cycle all over again.

Zach and his sister’s relationship became
very rocky during the three years prior to
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his death. She could read Zach like a book
and he knew that. When Zach would use he
would stay as far away from his sister as pos-
sible and, when he was sober, it was like
learning to love a new person. “I couldn’t
stand being around him when he was using,”’
writes his sister. ‘“‘He was nasty and argu-
mentative. I would have done anything in
my power to take this burden away from
Zach, but he was the only one who had the
power to change and overcome his struggles.
And he tried. He tried so hard.”

Zach touched many lives with his strength,
determination, courage, and compassion.
Zach was an amazing chef, and was able to
make anyone laugh. He loved his friends
more than anything else and would do any-
thing for them. Everyone wanted the same
thing for Zach: they wanted him to be happy
and sober, but most of all they wanted Zach
to stay alive. Zach was a free spirit and
wasn’t afraid to be who he was. He loved
going to shows with his friends, and sup-
porting their bands. He would even make
them continue to jam when everyone else
was done. Zach would dance this dorky silly
dance, smile, and enjoy life. He never seemed
to worry about what the next day would
bring.

But things are not always as they seem.
Zach was ashamed of his addiction; he kept
it very private and vary rarely would ask for
help—he wanted to keep his closest friends
out of that part of his life.

“It will be three years on January 28, 2017,
and the pain doesn’t seem to ever go away,”
writes his sister. ‘“All of us—me, my parents,
and Zach’s friends are still learning to live
this ‘new normal’ life, a life without Zach.”

“On that cold Tuesday, we lost a son, a
grandson, a brother, a nephew, a cousin, a
best friend. I will never get to go to a New
York Ranger game like we always talked
about, or a Dave Matthews concert. So many
things we had always talked about, that now
I will experience by myself for the both of
us.”

“I’'m so thankful for all the times we
shared and all of the memories we made as
kids and as adults. I will treasure them al-
ways. They are frozen in time in my mind.
Images of Zach at happier times is the way
I want to remember him. They say a picture
is worth a thousand words, and I couldn’t
agree more.”’

DANIEL AARON LUCEWICH—PERTH AMBOY,

NEW JERSEY

Daniel was considered the Golden Boy in
his family. He had a high IQ and was loved
by all of his teachers. Growing up, Daniel
worked for his aunt and uncle at the family
restaurant, Peter Pank; he was often re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Prince of the Pank.”

Daniel cherished the holidays and every-
thing they were about—especially how it
brought his extended family together. Dur-
ing the holidays, Daniel would put up all the
outdoor decorations—his family even won a
place in our township’s holiday decorating
contests for several years. From the age of
ten, Daniel was well known within his family
for being extremely skilled at assembling
anything; he could put things together with-
out the instructions.

Daniel loved surfing. He and his friends
would surf off the inlet near Point Pleasant.
He also enjoyed bowling and golfing with his
uncle and hanging with his cousins playing
cards. However, Daniel’s most passionate
hobby was buying cars and fixing them up.

Daniel was always there for his friends. He
was the person they called when they needed
a hand moving, painting an apartment, or
even changing a flat tire at three in the
morning. Daniel truly had a heart of gold. He
1lit up a room just by walking into one. Dan-
iel loved his two sisters Fallon and Katie and
his older brother Christopher.
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