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of Willsboro, New York, for their consistent
and enduring dedication to community service.

After retiring from the United States Air
Force in 1988, Win Belanger moved to
Willsboro, New York, with his wife Polly,
where they have worked for the betterment of
their community by lending both their ears and
their voice.

By urging individuals in Essex County to be-
come more involved in their government and
enter into public service, the Belangers have
helped to encourage authentic and sincere
representation. Additionally, Win has shown a
steadfast commitment to the wellbeing of his
peers through his work on the Willsboro Cen-
tral School budget committee, the town zoning
board and as a founding member and officer
of the Willsboro Community Housing Assist-
ance Task Force.

On behalf of Essex County, | would like to
thank Win and Polly for their service, their pa-
triotism and their friendship, while also wishing
them the best of luck in their future endeavors.

———

MEGAN VILLANUEVA SELECTED
TO REPRESENT TEXAS AT CON-
GRESS OF FUTURE MEDICAL
LEADERS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Megan Villanueva of Katy, TX, for
being chosen to represent Texas as a Dele-
gate at the Congress of Future Medical Lead-
ers by the National Academy of Future Physi-
cians and Medical Scientists.

The Congress of Future of Medical Leaders
is an honors program for high school students
who plan to become physicians or go into
medical research fields. Students must be
nominated by their teachers, have a minimum
3.5 GPA, proven desire to enter the medical
field, and inspire and motivate their peers.
Multi-talented Megan has also received
awards and has been acknowledged for her
artistic skills. In junior high school, she also
won the gold medal at the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo School Art Program com-
petition.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Megan Villanueva for being selected to rep-
resent Texas at the Congress of Future Med-
ical Leaders. We wish her luck and look for-
ward to seeing her future success in the med-
ical field.

——————

RECOGNIZING DIANA FOOD’S IN-
VESTMENT IN BANKS COUNTY,
GEORGIA

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to announce the exciting economic
investment Diana Food, a global provider of
natural ingredients to the food and beverage
industries, has made in Banks County, Geor-
gia. Georgia has previously been recognized
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as one of the best states for business, and
Diana Food’s decision to establish a facility in
Northeast Georgia is a testament to the strong
workforce and economic promise that Georgia
provides.

Diana Food provides innovative, sustainable
ingredients for the food industry, and the com-
pany’s new $50 million facility will provide
more than 80 new jobs to the heart of the
Ninth District of Georgia, invigorating the local
economy and showcasing Georgia as a pre-
mier state in which to do business. | grew up
and raised a family just a county line over
from Banks County, and can attest to the vigor
of the local economy; Diana Food made the
right choice. This decision is a win for Banks
County, for the state of Georgia, and, most im-
portantly, for the people who call our corner of
the Peach State home.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to congratulate
Banks County on its economic drive and
Diana Food on their decision to expand oper-
ations to Georgia. | am looking forward to see-
ing the positive community impact this invest-
ment will have on Banks County, Northeast
Georgia, and the future of Georgia business.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and | missed the following
roll call votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted:

YEA on Roll Call 36

NAY on Roll Call 37

NAY on Roll Call 38

NAY on Roll Call 39

NAY on Roll Call 40

NAY on Roll Call 41

NAY on Roll Call 42

NAY on Roll Call 43

NAY on Roll Call 44

YEA on Roll Call 45

NAY on Roll Call 46

NAY on Roll Call 47

NAY on Roll Call 48

NAY on Roll Call 49

NAY on Roll Call 50

YEA on Roll Call 51

NAY on Roll Call 52

NAY on Roll Call 53

YEA on Roll Call 54

YEA on Roll Call 55

YEA on Roll Call 56

NAY on Roll Call 57

YEA on Roll Call 58

YEA on Roll Call 59

———————

AWARDING THE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL TO HUMANITARIAN
AND SPORTING LEGEND MUHAM-
MAD ALI

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 1, 2017
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, as

we begin Black History Month, | am proud to
reintroduce legislation to award the Congres-
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sional Gold Medal to Muhammad Ali in rec-
ognition of his contributions to our nation. | be-
lieve it is long past time to recognize an Amer-
ican civil rights activist and sporting legend
with Congress’ highest honor. Unfortunately,
Congress failed to act before The Champ’s
death last summer, at the age 74, so | ask my
colleagues to join me now in honoring an
American hero. Over the course of his illus-
trious career, Muhammad Ali produced some
of our nation’s most lasting sports memories.
From winning a Gold Medal at the 1960 Sum-
mer Olympics, to lighting the Olympic torch at
the 1996 Summer Olympics, his influence as
an athlete and a humanitarian spanned over
fifty years.

Despite having been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s disease in the 1980s, Ali devoted his life
to charitable organizations. Ali, and his wife
Lonnie, were founding directors of the Muham-
mad Ali Parkinson Center and Movement Dis-
orders Clinic in Phoenix, AZ and helped raise
over $50 million for Parkinson’s research. In
addition to helping families cope with illness,
Ali led efforts to provide meals for the hungry
and helped countless organizations such as
the Make-A-Wish-Foundation and the Special
Olympics.

Muhammad Ali’s humanitarian efforts went
beyond his charitable activities in the United
States. In 1990 Muhammad Ali traveled to the
Middle East to seek the release of American
and British hostages that were being held as
human shields in the first Gulf War. After his
intervention, 15 hostages were freed. Thanks
to his devotion to diplomatic causes and racial
harmony, Ali was the recipient of many acco-
lades, including being chosen as a “U.N. Mes-
senger of Peace” in 1998 and receiving the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2005 from
President Bush.

Through his unyielding dedication to his
sport and to struggling populations around the
world, Muhammad Ali still serves an example
of service and self-sacrifice for generations of
Americans. The Congressional Gold Medal is
a fitting commemoration of his life and work,
for which he is deservingly known as “the
Greatest.”

Mr. Speaker, | hope my colleagues will join
me in recognizing one of our nation’s most
lasting and influential figures by signing on to
this important legislation.

——————
RECOGNIZING FAMILIES IM-
PACTED BY THE NATIONAL

OPIOID EPIDEMIC

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to include in the Record
the personal stories of families from across
the country that have been impacted by the
opioid and heroin epidemic. In the U.S. we
lose 129 lives per day to opioid and heroin
overdose. In my home state of New Hamp-
shire | have learned so many heartbreaking
stories of great people and families who have
suffered from the effects of substance use dis-
order.

Earlier this year, my colleagues and | were
joined by many of these courageous families
who came to Washington to share their stories
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